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PKEFACE. 

In the following pages will be found an account of each case 
of gallantry in saving life from drowning, for which the gold and 
silver Medals and Clasps of the Royal Humane Society have been 
awarded during the last forty years, and amongst these there are acts 
of heroism, which, had they been performed by a soldier or a sailor 
in the execution of his duty, in the face of the enemy, could not 
have failed earning the highest distinction that is awarded ; how 
much more then should such deeds be commended, when it is 
borne in mind that the individuals who risk their lives in these 
noble acts do so simply through the promptings of a generous 
heart, wishing to aid their fellow-creatures in distress, without 
any prospect of reward or promotion 1 

When the Royal Humane Society was founded in 1774, its 
proposed recognition of these acts of salvage was at once seen to 
be a necessity of the age, as up to that time no notice whatever 
had been taken of those brave persons who, at the risk of their 
own lives, had preserved their fellow-creatures from death by 
drowning \ and let it be remembered, that almost all these rescues 
have been accomplished without the aid of life-belts, life-buoys, 
life-boats, or any other help than the energy and courage of the 
individuals themselves. 

Within the last few years, so evident was the necessity for 
recognising these acts, that the Board of Trade established the 
" Albert Medal," as a reward for conspicuous acts of gallantry 
in saving life from drowning, and only eighteen awards of these 
medals have, up to this time, been made. 

7. 



2 PREFACE. 

The Royal Humane Society's Medals have taken the place in 
modem times which was filled by the " Corona Civica " of the 
Romans, given for saving the life of a fellow-citizen, and was 
considered to be the most honourable of all military prizes. Any 
man may well be proud to wear these medals, as they are a sure 
sign that they have been gained by some act of individual courage. 

" Drag the pale victim from the whelming wave, 
And snatch the body from the floating grave. 
Breathe in the lips re-animating fire, 
'Till, warmed to second life, the drowned respire." 

Pratt's Poem. 

Nearly a century has elapsed since the Society first entered into 
this conflict with the powers of the grave, and dared to dispute 
with " the angel of death " the spoils he had already coveted as 
his own ; and each successive year has enabled the Society to in- 
scribe fresh victories on its rolls ; nor need it, like Orpheus, dread 
to look back with pride and fondness on the triumphs which it 
has achieved. Others undoubtedly have been engaged in analogous 
efforts y the advance of science, the spread of civilisation, has done 
much to preserve the world from the inroads of disease ; the 
citadel of human life is better guarded now than formerly ; but 
the utmost that either science or civilisation dare pretend to is 
a defensive attitude. 

To the Royal Humane Society alone has it been given to carry 
the war into the enemy's country, and annex a province of his 
empire — to penetrate beyond the mysterious frontier which 
separates time from eternity, and restore to the kindly light of 
day, and the pleasant voice of friends, those who have already 
tajsted of the bitterness of death, whose eyes have peered into the 
dim border-land beyond the grave, whose feet have wended one 
stage on that journey, not to be re-travelled by mortal man. Yet 
great, and almost awful, as are these results, not only are they 
obtained by the simplest means, but the humblest and least master- 
ful amongst us can be a sharer in them. Thanks to the Society's 
admirable organization, the merest child^ the feeblest woman who 
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is enrolled as its supporter, each of those who read this, can claim 
a power to which the most favoured of Jehovah's prophets, or 
Christ's apostles, scarce aspired ; nay, dare even use the words of 
one greater than either prophet and apostle, and say to the dis- 
consolate — ^< Thy brother shall rise again," and to the mourners 
" Why make ye such ado 1 she is not dead, but sleepeth." 

Let us hope, therefore, that the sphere of the Royal Humane 
Society's usefulness may be more widely extended every year, and 
its beneficent ministrations perpetuated through all time, until at 
length the day arrives when the cry of the castaway shall no 
longer rise from the bosom of the deep, and human hearts shall 
cease to buffet with the billows of adversity, when we shall have 
reached the shining strand beyond the silent river, and become 
citizens of that country whose only waters are the waters of life, 
and where, as we are expressly told, there shall be no more sea. 



DESCEIPTION OF MEDAL OF EOYAL HUMANE SOCIETV. 

Flame having been used both bj the ancienta and moderns aa 
the emblem of life, and its extinction as the symbol of <leatb, the 
front of the IWedal represents a boy blowing an extinguished torch, 
in the hope, as expressed bj the motto, " Lateat scixtillula. 
70fiSAN," " FeradveiUure a little spark may yit lie kid." This 
design appears applicable both to the person apparently dead, 
and to the one who endeavours to resuscitate him. Under the 
device is the following inscription abbreviated : " Societas 

LONDINI IN RESUaCITATIONKM INTEEMOETUORUK, DfaTITTTlT 

HDCCLXXiv. — The (Soyal Humane) Society, estaUithed in 
London for the recovery of pergom in a st<tie of suspended 
animation, 1774. 

The reverse of the Medal exhibits a civic wreath, which was 
the Boman reward for saving life ; the inscription round it ex- 
presses the merit which obtains this honour from the Society. 
"Hoc PEITIUM ciVE BEEVATO TtJLiT " — He has obtained this 
reward for having saved the life of a citizen. The blank apace 
within the wreath is left for the name of the person to whom the 
Medal is presented, which is engraved with the following inscrip- 
tion abbreviated, " Vitau ob skrvatam bono dedit Societas 
Reoia Humana" — The Roj/al Humane Society presented thiagift 
for saving life. 

There is a second reverse to the Society's Medal, with the civic 
wreath only, which is used when the Medal is presented to 
persons who have endeavoured to save the hfe of others at the 
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risk of their own, but without success ; the inscription with the 
name runs thus : — " Vita pekiculo exposita dono debit 
SociETAS Regia Humana " — The Royal Humane Society pre- 
sented this to , his life having been exposed to 

danger, 

" The medal, faithful to its charge of fame, 
Through climes and ages bears each form and name ; 
In one short view, subjected to our eye, 
Gods, emperors, heroes, sages, beauties, lie." 

Pope's Epist. to Addison. 



ROYAL WARRANT INSTITUTING ALBERT MEDALS. 

Wabkant revoking a warrant dated the 7th March 1866, insti- 
tutiog a new decoration to be styled *' The Albert Medal," 
and instituting in Jieu thereof two new decorations, to be 
styled respectively " The Albert Medal of the First Class," 
and " The Albert Medal of the Second Class." 
" Victokia R 

" Victoria, by the grace of Grod, of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the 
Faith, etc. 
<< To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : Whereas 
a warrant was given under our Royal Sign-manual, bearing date 
the 7th day of March 1866, in the 29th year of our reign, 
intituled a ' Warrant instituting a new decoration, to be styled 
<< The Albert Medal," ' and such warrant was in the terms follow- 
ing, that is to say : — 
. *« « Victoria R. 

" * Victoria, by the grace of Grod, of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the 
Faith, etc. 
" ' To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : Whereas 
we, taking into our Royal consideration that great loss of life is sus- 
tained by reason of shipwrecks and other perils of the sea ; and 
taking also into consideration the many daring and heroic actions 
performed by mariners and others to prevent such loss, and to 
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save the lives of those who are in danger of perishing by reason 
of wrecks and perils of the sea ; and taking also into considera- 
tion the expediency of distinguishing such efforts by some mark of 
our Royal favour : 

« < Now, for the purpose of attaining an end so desirable as that 
of rewarding such actions as aforesaid, we have instituted and 
created, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, 
institute and create, a new decoration, which we are desirous 
should be highly prized and eagerly sought after, and are 
graciously pleased to make, ordain, and establish the following 
Rules and Ordinances for the government of the same, which shall 
from henceforth be inviolably observed and kept. 

" « First, — It is ordained, that the distinction shall be styled 
" The Albert Medal," and shall consist of a gold oval-shaped badge 
or decoration enamelled in dark blue, with a monogram composed 
of the letters V. and A., interlaced with an anchor erect in gold 
surrounded with a garter in bronze, inscribed in raised letters of 
gold, " For gallantry in saving life at sea," and surrounded by a 
representation of the Crown of his Royal Highness the lamented 
Prince Consort, and suspended from a dark blue riband of five- 
eighths of an inch in width with two white longitudinal stripes. 

<< < Secondly, — It is ordained, that the medal shall be suspended 
from the left breast 

" ' Thirdly, — It is ordained that the names of those upon whom 
we may be pleased to confer the decoration shall be published in 
the London Gazette, and a registry thereof kept in the office of 
the Board of Trade. 

" ' Fourthly, — ^It is ordained, that any one who, after having 
received the Medal, again performs an act which, if he had not 
received such Medal, would have entitled him to it, such further 
act shall be recorded by a bar attached to the riband by which 
the medal is suspended ; and for every such additional act an 
additional bar may be added. 

^^^ Fifthly, — It is ordained, that the medal shall only be 
awarded to those who, after the date of this instrument, have, in 
saving, or endeavouring to save the lives of others from shipwreck 
or other peril of the sea, endangered their own Hves, and that 
such award shall be made only on a recommendation to us by 
the President of the Board of Trade. 

" * Sixthly, — In order to make such additional provision as shall 
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effectually preserve pure this most honourable distinction, it is 
ordained, that if any person on whom such distinction is conferred 
be guilty of any crime or disgraceful conduct which, in our judg- 
ment, disqualifies him for the said decoration, his name shall 
forthwith be erased from the registry of individuals upon whom 
the said decoration shall have, been conferred by an especial 
warrant under our Royal Sign-manual, and his medal shall be 
forfeited, and every person to whom the said medal is given shall, 
before receiving the same, enter into an engagement to return the 
same if his name shall be so erased as aforesaid under this re- 
gulation. It is hereby further declared, that we, our heirs and 
successors, shall be the sole judges of the circumstances demanding 
such expulsion : Moreover, we shall at all times have power to 
restore such persons as may at any time have been expelled, 
to the enjoyment of the decoration.* 

" And whereas it has been represented to us, that mariners and 
others perform many acts in preventing loss of life from ship- 
wreck and other perils of the sea, that are not of a character 
sufficiently daring and heroic to bring them under our warrant 
above cited, and are yet worthy of some distinguishing mark of 
our Eoyal favour ; and whereas we, taking into our consideration 
that it is expedient to reward such mariners and others who per- 
form heroic actions to prevent loss of life from shipwreck and 
other perils of the sea, are pleased, in place of the decoration 
created by our warrant of the 7th March 1866, to institute and 
create two decorations, which we are desirous should be highly 
prized and eagerly sought after, and are graciously pleased to 
make, ordain, and establish the following Rules and Ordinances 
for the government of the same, which shall from henceforth be 
inviolably observed and kept : 

" First. — It is ordained, that one of the said two decorations 
shall be styled <The Albert Medal of the First Class,* and 
shall consist of a gold oval-shaped badge or decoration, enamelled 
in dark blue, with a monogram composed of the letters V. and A., 
interiaced with an anchor erect in gold, surrounded with a garter 
in bronze, inscribed in raised letters of gold, * For gallantry in 
saving life at sea,' and surmounted by a representation of the 
Crown of His Royal Highness the lamented Prince Consort, and 
suspended from a dark blue riband of an inch and three-eighths in 
width, with four white longitudinal stripes. 
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" Secondly, — It is ordained, that the other of the two decora- 
tions shall be styled < The Albert Medal of the Second Class/ and 
shall consist of the like-shaped enamelled badge, save and except 
in this class it shall be entirely worked in bronze, instead of gold 
and bronze, and suspended from a dark blue riband of five-eighths 
of an inch in width, with two white longitudinal stripes. 

<' It is ordained that each medal shall be suspended from the 
left breast. 

" Thirdly. — It is ordained, that the names of those upon whom 
we may be pleased to confer either of these decorations shall be 
published in the L(md(m Gazette^ and a registry thereof kept 
in the office of the Board of Trade. 

" Fourthly. — It is ordained, that any one who, after having re- 
ceived either of the medals, again pei^orms an act which, if he 
had not received such medal, would have entitled him to it, such 
further act shall be recorded by a bar attached to the riband by 
which the medal is suspended ; and for every such additional act 
an additional bar may be added. 

^^ Fifthly. — It is ordained, that the medals shall only be 
awarded to those who, after the date of the said warrant of the 7 th 
March 1866, have, in saving or endeavouring to save the lives 
of others from shipwreck or other peril of the sea, endangered 
their own lives, and that such award shall be made only on a 
recommendation to us by the President of the Board of Trade. 

« SixtMy. — ^It is ordained that * The Albert Medal of the First 
Class ' shall be confined to cases of extreme and heroic daring, 
and that <The Albert Medal of the Second Class' shall be 
given in cases which, though falling within the cases contem- 
plated by this warrant, are not sufficiently distinguished to deserve 
< The Albert Medal of the First Class.' 

^^ Seventhly. — In order to make such additional provision as 
shall effectually preserve pure this most honourable distinction, it 
is ordained, that if any person on whom such distinction is con- 
ferred be guilty of any crime or disgraceful conduct which, in our 
judgment, disqualifies him for the said decorations, his name shall 
forthwith be erased from the registry of individuals upon whom 
the said decoration shall have been conferred by an especial 
warrant under our Royal Sign-manual, and his medal shall be 
forfeited. And every person to whom the said medal is given 
shall, before receiving the same, enter into an engagement to 
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return the same if his name shall be so erased as aforesaid under 
this regulation. 

" It is hereby further declared, that we, our heirs and successors, 
shall be sole judges of the circumstance demanding such expul- 
sion. Moreover, we shall at all times have power to restore such 
persons as may at any time have been expelled, to the enjoyment 
of the decoration. 

" Given at our Court at St. James's, this Twelfth day of April, 
One thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, in the thirtieth 
year of our reign. — By Hek Majesty's Command, 

" S. H. Walpole." 



DETAILS OF EACH ACT FOR WHICH ROYAL 

HUMANE SOCIETY'S MEDALS HAVE 

BEEN GRANTED SINCE 1830. 

A. S. Wight, Lieut., RK 

On the 27th of April 1829, some boys took a boat from 
Shaldon, near Teignmouth, and made a thoughtless attempt to get 
outside the bar ; in so doing they soon found themselves among 
the breakers : the boat filled and upset. Three of the boys were 
washed upon an adjacent sand-bank, where they fortunately found 
footing ; the fourth clung to the boat. A crowd of people saw his 
danger, but no one would risk their life to assist him. The boy 
was in a perilous predicament, and would have inevitably perished, 
had not Lieutenant Wight boldly dashed into the deep water, and 
restored him to his family, amidst the deafening cheers of the 
spectators. It will be seen by the following certificate, that this 
is not the only instance recorded of Mr. Wight's bravery. 

During the passage of His Msyesty's ship " Madagascar,'' from 
Bombay to Trincomalee, on the 11th of ^February 1823, a man 
fell overboard, and was saved through the exertions of the said 
Mr. A S. Wight, by his immediately jumping after him and 
holding him up until they were able to send a boat for them 
both. During the same passage, and on the 19th of February 
1823, another man fell overboard, from aloft, and was supposed to 
have dashed out his brains, for he immediately sunk and was seen 
no more ; notwithstanding, Mr. Wight was in the act of jumping 
after him, and was only restrained by order, as it was not con- 
ceived prudent to risk his life without a hope of saving the 
unfortunate man. In doing justice to Mr. Wight's meritorious 
conduct, testimony is borne to his willingness at all times to 
prove, by any self-devotion on his part, that humanity is the 
inherent quality of a British sailor. 
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Grant, 4 2d Regiment. 

On Sunday afternoon, John M*CuJloch, a boy of eight years of 
age, fell off the quay into the river, and would inevitably have been 
drowned, but for the prompt intrepidity of Mr. Grant, the officer 
now in command of the party of the 4 2d Royal Highlanders 
stationed at Paisley. Mr. Grant happened to be passing at the 
time the alarm was first given, and, attracted by the crowd, hurried 
to the spot, where, seeing the perilous situation of the boy, and 
the unavailing efforts made by an individual to reach him, he 
immediately divested himself of his sash, sword, bonnet, and coat, 
sprung off the quay, and with a few vigorous strokes swam to the 
boy at the very critical moment when he was disappearing for the 
third time. Fortunately he caught hold of the waistband, and 
supported him till a boat arrived, into which he deposited his 
charge ; then swimming towards the nearest landing-place, got 
safe ashore, amid the hearty benedictions of those who witnessed the 
successful issue of his courageous and humane conduct. The boy 
had been six minutes in the water when he was thus providentially 
saved. Great praise is due to the individual who hazarded his 
life on this occasion, and to three of Mr. Robertson's boatmen, for 
their promptness and activity in going out to his assistance. 

J. G. Robins, Midshipman. 

On the 22d of May 1825, as His Majesty's ship "Herald " 
was sailing up channel, the usual thrilling cry was heard, " A man 
overboard !" Mr. J. G. Robins was then on the quarter-deck, 
and judging from the rate the ship was going through the water, 
that the man would rise near the stem, he threw himself into 
the sea, but had scarcely risen to the surface, when he found him- 
self grasped by the drowning man, with an energy which nearly 
proved destructive to both. Mr. Robins, however, succeeded in 
extricating himself sufficiently to support the man in the water ; 
and after much labour and difficulty, as his companion could not 
swim, reached the life-buoy, to which they both clung until a boat 
was sent to their assistance. 

The annexed certificate is highly creditable to Mr. Robins. 

These are to certify, that, in the month of December 1823, 
Samuel Redwood, a gunner in the 1st company of the Royal 
Marine Artillery, then serving on board His Majesty's ship 
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" Gknoa," fell overboard in Plymouth harbour in the night, and 
was saved from drowning by Mr. John Gunn Robins, a Midship- 
man of that ship, who in the most prompt and humane manner 
instantly plunged into the water, with his clothes on ; and with 
much difficulty and at the risk of his own life, succeeded in sup- 
porting Redwood (who was in a state of intoxication, and could 
not swim) until a boat was sent to his assistance. 

G. Keen. 

Yesterday aftemoon, as the groom of J. A. Clarke, Esq., Banker^ 
residing at Battersea, was driving the wife of that gentleman, 
and a female attendant, in a low phaeton, the animal took fright 
near the Ship public-house, Lambeth Stairs, in consequence of 
the groom attempting to turn him round, it being impossible 
to pass along, owing to the overflowing of the tide ; and after 
plunging violently, ran down Brenan's drawing-dock into the 
Thames, to the indescribable consternation of all present, the 
destruction of Mrs. Clarke, an elderly lady, appearing inevitable. 
The groom was thrown from his seat into the water, and the 
phaeton passed over him. He with difficulty saved himself from 
drowning, but was not much hurt by the vehicle. The female 
attendant, as the horse was making his way into the river, caught 
hold of the boat-house of Mr. Moore, and disengaged herself from 
the carriage. She, however, could not maintain her position ; 
and on dropping into the water a young man of the name of Read, 
who had only a few seconds previously been knocked down in his 
attempts to stop the animal, took her in his arms and conveyed 
her into the Ship. All exertions to prevent the horse going 
into deep water, with Mrs. Clarke in the vehicle, proved unavail- 
ing ; and the scene at this period was truly distressing, the phae- 
ton being almost entirely under water, and only the head of the 
unfortunate lady to be seen. At this critical moment Mr. Keen 
jumped into the dock, and caught the lady round the waist 
They were up to their necks in water for a short time ; 
but by the assistance of a man of the name of Wood, they got 
ashore. 

J. Wilding. 

On the 19th July last, Fanny Smith, aged seven years, was 
playing on a quay at Stonehouse, and was swinging by a rope 
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fastened to a staple. The staple drew, and precipitated the child 
into the water. Wilding, attracted by a crowd who ran towards 
the spot, saw the child sinking, and threw himself off the quay 
from an immense height, and reached the object of his anxiety at 
the moment she was disappearing, and succeeded in saving her. 
Nothing but this resolution and promptness could - have proved 
successful ; and when the dangerous situation is considered into 
which he threw himself, it cannot be too much admired. 

The intrepidity of Wilding has been publicly noticed in the 
divisional orders for his conduct at Algiers, for which he was 
promoted. 

Where such philanthropy has been exercised, as to break through 
all personal considerations, it merits being brought before the 
Society. 

If it be within your regulations to award a medal, it would not 
only be gratifying to the object of this application, but it would 
be a badge which would most probably influence the benevolent 
in giving employment to one who had been so successful in saving 
the lives of his fellow-creatures. 

S. GttEEN. 

As the pupils of Mr. Murphy's Seminary were bathing, 
Thomas Coppinger of Cove, a highly respectable youth, aged 
twelve years, was carried beyond his depth by the current, 
when one of the ushers swam to his assistance, but from the 
violent and tempestuous state of the weather, found it impossible 
to bring him to the shore ; he called for assistance, but owing to 
the violence of the storm none offered ; he then most reluctantly 
abandoned him to his fate and returned to the shore. It waa 
an awful moment — a human being left to perish, and numbers 
in view of the scene. 

It was too much, however, for one generous youth and 
school-fellow, of the name of Samuel Green, aged but fifteen 
years, who determined to sacrifice his own life sooner than let 
him die ; he therefore undressed himself, which by the time he 
had accomplished the object of his anxiety was carried a consider- 
able distance to sea ; and when he arrived at the motionless body, 
nothing was visible but the crown of his head : he endeavoured 
to lay hold of him by his hair, which, being too short, slipped from 
his grasp, and the boy disappeared. Actuated by good nature 
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and a wish not to abandon his companion, whom every one had 
given up for lost, he dived and brought him. up, and holding 
him by the wrist with one hand, he swam towards the shope sup- 
porting his apparently lifeless charge, which he presented to his 
numerous and wondering school-fellows, who assisted in restoring 
animation. 

H. Eustace. 

On the 12th of May 1828, a signal gun was fired from the 
" Lady Macnaughton," homeward bound extra East Indiaman, in 
Sea Reach, river Thames, to announce her immediate departure. 
James Elphinstone, the unfortunate sufferer in this case, was 
accidentally blown overboard at the moment he had finished load- 
ing the gun. His right arm waa shattered from the explosion ; 
the blood flowed rapidly firom the wound, and his feeble efiEbrt to 
keep himself above water was nearly exhausted, when Hopkin 
Eustace, the third officer, threw himself overboard from the poop 
of the vessel, and caught the drowning man at the moment he 
was di^ppearing for ever. Fifteen minutes had elapsed before 
the intrepid mariner, and his suffering shipmate, were released 
from their perilous situation ; their cries were fortunately heard 
on board the " Surly," revenue cruiser, whose boat was instantly 
sent to their relief. 

W. H. DoBBiB, Midshipman. 

This is to certify, that on the 4th day of February 1830, 
Mr. William Hugh Dobbie, Midshipman of H.M. ship "Winches- 
ter," was alongside H.M. ship " Galatea," under my command in 
Portsmouth harbour, when one of the young gentlemen belonging 
to her fell overboard, who, from his inability to swim, together 
with the intensity of the cold, was in great danger of being 
drowned, when the said Mr. Dobbie immediately plunged after, 
and supported him until they were picked up. 

I, Alfred Roger, volunteer of the first class, do hereby certify 
that I accidentally fell overboard from H.M. ship " Galatea," on 
the 4th day of February 1830, and that Mr. Dobbie, Midship- 
man of H.M. ship " Winchester," jumped overboard, and supported 
me to a boat that happened to be near ; which if he had not done, 
I should in all probability have been drowned, not ki^owing how 
to swim. 
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H. A. Brandeb. 

Gentlemen, — I beg leave to recommend to your notice the 
following statement of the intrepidity of Henry Augustus Brander, 
Esq., of this town, who, at the peril of his own life, preserved 
me from being drowned. I am induced to make this communica- 
tion from an anxious desire that his meritorious exertions in the 
cause of humanity may be found worthy of the notice of your 
highly valuable Society. I was skating on the canal near 
Chichester, on the 31st of December last, when the ice broke near 
a spring, and immersed me in nine feet of water. Mr. Brander, 
who saw the accident, instantly skated to the spot, and attempted 
to rescue me by extending his arm. This he could not accom- 
pi sh, owing to the distance to which my velocity had carried me 
when skating. He then nobly plunged into the water, without 
removing his skates or any part of his dress, and having grasped 
me, swam to the bank of the canal. I was sinking for the last 
time, and from the thick nature of my dress, which when saturated 
left me almost helpless, it was feared, from my having drawn my 
preserver once or twice under water, that we might both have 
perished. 

H. K Habpeb. 

Gentlemen, — On April 30th, 1830, I was called in to attend 
the infant child of Mrs. Knipe, of Greenwich, who had fallen into 
a largh wash-tub full of water, in which it was discovered with 
its feet uppermost, apparently dead. I hastened to the house, 
where the child lay without the least visible sign of animation ; 
the surface and extremities quite cold ; the lips of a vivid hue, 
the eyes appeared glassy, and the pupils slightly dilated ; there 
was no perceptible action of the heart, or of the pulse at the 
wrist, and the mouth was slightly distorted. I directly immersed 
the child in a hot salt-and-water bath, and injected stimulants 
with sal-volatile, brandy, etc. When sufficient warmth was dififused 
over the body, I let three ounces of blood from the arm, inflated 
the lungs, and kept up an artificial respiration ; in the meantime, 
constantly applying friction to the whole surface, the head par- 
ticularly, and not till about thirty-five minutes of unremitting 
application of the above means, could any symptom of returning 
animation be discovered. The arms and legs then became con- 
vulsed ; in fifteen minutes it spontaneously sighed ; the pulse at the 
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wrist could be just felt, which encouraged me to persevere in my 
exertions. These symptoms of recovery, however, fluctuated for 
about two hours ; the result was doubtful, and four hours elapsed 
from the commencement of my attendance before I could say that 
the child would recover. It was then placed in a warmed bed, 
and stimulants applied every five minutes. The child continued 
insensible for six hours. I administered a dose of castor-oil in the 
evening, and continued giving stimulants for two days, during 
which time it remained in a very precarious state. Its recovery 
was gradual, and it is now tolerably welL From the mother's 
statement, I suppose the child could not have been in the water 
less than seven or eight minutes : the vessel into which it fell 
was sunk in the ground, and contained about four large pails of 
water. Henby Edwabd Habpeb. 

J. M. Waugh, Lieut., R.N. 

On Monday the 15th day of April 1830, between the hours 
of five and six o'clock a.m.. Lieutenant J. M. Waugh, R.N., 
being suddenly awakened by the cry of a person overboard, rushed 
from his bed (to which he had been confined by severe illness for 
some weeks previous, and from which he was only then recover- 
ing) into the ward-room of the said ship, and from thence to one 
of the stem-ports, from which he immediately plunged into a 
strong flood tide, and saved the life of Mr. Burdwood, a young 
gentleman of the same ship, who had, unpercdved^ accidentally 
fallen overboard from the foot of the accommodation ladder, and 
was carried by the tide some distance astern. But for the timely 
exertions of Mr. Waugh, he must have inevitably perished, being 
totally unable to swim, and having on at the time a heavy 
flushing coat. 

0. Aybey. 

On the 28th of August, when Mr. Ayrey and brother were 
crossing Peckham, Korth Fields, they saw something which, on 
closer inspection, proved to be the body of a man floating, head 
downwards, in the middle of the Surrey Canal. As no time was 
to be lost, Mr. 0. Ayrey instantly threw off his coat and waistcoat, 
jumped into the water, and, assisted by his brother, succeeded in 
getting it out. The body was taken to Mr. Topp's, Grand Surrey 
Canal House, where Surgeon Bessemeres immediately attended. 
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On recovery, it turned out to be Mr. John Trott, school-slate 
manufacturer, of Martin Street, Blackfriars Road, who had fallen 
in while labouring under an attack of paralysis. 

J. Gbeen. 

On the 30th ultimo Mr. J. Green was standing on the eastern 
bank of the canal in St. James's Park with his two sons, looking 
at the numerous skaters. Two of the men employed by the 
Royal Humane Society were actively endeavouring to clear the 
ice, which was not strong enough to bear, when it broke, and a 
youth named Kelly fell in ; the distance was 30 yards from 
the bank, and the depth of water was eighteen feet. He rose 
to the surface and struggled hard to save himself, but with- 
out any prospect of either getting through the ice, or keeping his 
head above water. The two men belonging to the Humane 
Society were hastening to his relief, when the ice again gave way 
and they were both precipitated into the water. It was evident 
to every one present that their lives were in imminent danger, and 
had it not been for one of the keepers in the Park, named James 
Bell, one of them must have perished. In' the interval, the youth, 
exhausted by his struggles, disappeared, and there was a general cry 
that he was lost. Mr. J. Greeif pushed through the crowd, 
jumped into the canal with his clothes on, broke his way through 
the ice to the spot where the lad had disappeared, and grasped 
the tail of his coat, which was fortunately visible amongst the 
broken ice. His efifbrts brought him to the surface, and enabled 
him to catch his waistcoat, by which he dragged him through the 
passage he had made in the ice, until they reached the bank, and 
thus providentially saved his life. He was carried to a neigh- 
bouring public-house, restoratives were given to him, and he was 
then taken home. 

C. W. H. FiTZROY, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 2l8t of October, when the "Java" was lying in 
Poulo, Penang Roads, a seaman fell overboard. The moment 
the accident occurred Lieut. Fitzroy sprung from the poop and 
swam with the life-buoy to the relief of the drowning man, 
whose state of exhaustion prevented his availing himself of 
its aid, until placed upon it by Lieut. Fitzroy, at the risk of his 

B 
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life. The tide at this time was ninniDg from two to three knotd 
an hour. 

Eaklb and Stbanb, Lieutenants, R.N. 

Rye, A'pril 8, 1831. 
Sm, — Allow me to solicit the attention of the Committee of the 
Royal Humane Society to the noble and generous efifbrts made 
by Lieutenants Earle and Steane, of the Royal Navy, for the 
preservation of the lives of Captain Shaton and the crew of the 
l)rig " Fame," from Gibraltar to London ; which was unfortunately 
wrecked near this harbour on the 1st of February last, at about 
one P.M. You wiU perceive by the annexed statement, the num- 
ber of attempts those officers and their crew made to reach the 
wreck. Upon each occasion they incurred the greatest danger, the 
fourth in particular, when, thinking the boat would upset, I gave 
my watch to a by-stander with the intention of rushing into the 
surf to save them. Providentially they aU reached the shore in 
safety, but the boat was stove by the violence of the shock when 
she struck. I have felt it my duty to make known the conduct 
of these brave officers and their crew ; and although their efifbrts 
were not crowned with success, every eflEbrt was made by them to 
save the lives of the perishing crew. The weather was most 
severe, with sleet and snow ; and I should not omit that after 
the tide had fallen, and the water became a little smooth, a fifth 
attempt was made by Lieut. Earle, who reached the wreck, but 
found only two of the crew, who were entangled in the rigging, 
and quite dead. — I have the honour to remain. Sir, etc., 

Edward Chatterton, Gonml for France, etc, etc, 

T. Leigh, Lieutenant, RN. 

At two P.M. on the 24th December 1830, blowing a strong N.W. 
gale, with a heavy surf. Lieutenant T. Leigh, R.N., hastened with 
his crew, waist-deep in snow, to the assistance of a brig, discovered 
about two cables length from the shore, hull under water, on that ! 

dangerous shoal, the Ness ; with all hands lashed to the riggiug. 
As they appeared to be too much exhausted to take advantage of 
a line thrown over her from a mortar, he directed the life-boat to 
be instantly sent for, in which, manned by twenty Winterton 
beachmen, he put off at 3.30. They exerted themselves to the 
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utmost to near the wreck, but a strong flood-tide sweeping them 
to leeward, and a tremendous smf breaking over them, they were 
compelled to put back, with, howeyer, a determination on Lieu- 
tenant Leigh's part, if supported, to make another attempt the 
moment the beachmen had procured dry clothing and refreshments. 
On their re-appearance, between seven and eight, he consulted 
with some of the most experienced, who considered another attempt 
in such a heavy surf not only impracticable, but unavailing, under 
the impression that the men who had been so long in that dread- 
ful situation, and in such severe weather, must have already 
perished, no cries having been heard for the last hour. Lieutenant 
Leigh pointed out the great chance of some of them being still 
alive, yet unable to make themselves heard ; reminded them of 
the credit gained by their first attempt, the attention of the whole 
coast being anxiously directed to their efforts ; and urged them 
to a second trial, pledging himself to see them amply rewarded 
whatever might be the result, and adding, as a matter of course^ 
that he should accompany them himself ; on which fifteen Winter- 
ton beachmen and four of his own crew volunteered, and the life-boat, 
covered with ice, was with much difficulty again launched at nine 
o'clock. By the greatest possible exertions, and not without con- 
i^derable danger, they got over the bank, on which they struck 
several times, with heavy seas breaking over them ; still they per- 
severed, and happily succeeded in closing the wreck, and hearing 
their shouts feebly returned ; but on veering a rope, they found the 
poor fellows incapable of the least exertion. No alternative, 
therefore, remained, but in going on the shoal, fairly alongside, 
and which, notwithstanding the extreme danger, was unanimously 
agreed on. A most dreadful sight then presented itself — the wreck 
embedded in a heavy surf, rocking to pieces, the master suspended 
from the main shrouds by his heels, a corpse, having bled to 
death from a wound received on her first striking ; the rest of 
the crew (who had been twelve hours in this perilous situation) 
uncouth masses of frost and snow, unable to move. Two men, 
named Soulsby and Brackman, resolutely mounted the rigging, and 
after great difficulty handed them to the life-boat, over which 
several heavy surfs broke, throwing the beachmen -into the most 
alarming confusion. Redoubling their exertions, however, they 
ultimately cleared the shoal, and had the unspeakable satisfaction 
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of safely landing the whole (with the exceptions stated) amidst the 
acclamations of spectators. In less than an hour after, both masts 
of the wreck fell, and not an atom of her was to be seen. 

B. Wake, Midshipman, and J. Hogan. 

On the 17th of November 1830, a seaman named John 
Williams, of His Majesty's sloop " Falcon," fell overboard, off 
Bermuda, the sloop then sailing at the rate of four miles an hour. 
Mr. Baldwin Wake, aged seventeen years, a Midshipman of the 
** Falcon," instantly jumped from the poop of that vessel to the 
relief of his shipmate, followed by one of the seamen, named John 
Hogan, and by their praiseworthy and humane efforts, Williams was 
rescued from a watery grave. The evidence of this case is given 
in the following certificate : — This is to certify, that Mr. Baldwin 
Wake, Midshipman of H. M. sloop "Falcon," then under my 
command, did, on the 17th of November 1830, go overboard, 
and in conjunction with John Hogan, seaman, save the life of John 
Williams, a seaman of the said sloop, she then going at the rate 
of four knots per hour; for which praiseworthy deed, I beg 
leave to recommend him to the consideration of the Eoyal Humane 
Society. 

Given under my hand, on board H. M. ship " Winchester *' at 
sea, this 13th day of June 1831. 

(Signed) H. G. Colpoys, Cominander. 

S. BUBMAN. 

London Docks, April 11, 1831. 
Gentlemen, — We beg to draw your attention to the success 
which attended Mr. Smith Burman's unwearied and skilful exer- 
tions in restoring to life a sailor, of the brig " Jason," named 
Ambrose Chamberlain, who had fallen into the dock from the 
bulwark of that vessel, and had disappeared under the bottom. 
After an interval of three minutes he was found ; and, although 
every means recommended by your Society were resorted to by 
Mr. Burman, a considerable time elapsed before his patient re- 
covered. We have great pleasure in stating that, in consequence 
of the unremitting attention of Mr. Burman since the accident 
occurred, the object of his care is perfectly restored to health, and 
feels truly grateful for his preservation. Under these circum- 
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stances, we hope that Mr. Bunnan's humane efforts will be classed 
among the many cases that you may consider worthy of your 
favourable notice. Tags. C. Downie, Comptroller. 

D. Chapman, Superintendent. 

G. LODEB. 

On the 24th of May 1830, three young ladies. Miss Elizabeth 
Crocker, and Miss Caroline and Agnes Anthony, took an evening's 
walk in the neighbourhood of the river Tarn, and were tempted 
by the fineness of the weather to venture on the sands which form 
the bed of that navigable river. The tide was flowing at the 
time, and unconscious of the danger that was surrounding them, 
they walked on vdth the buoyancy of feeling natural to their 
youthful ages, until they found themselves surrounded by water, 
occasioned by the influx of the flowing tide ; their attention being 
attracted by the beautiful manner in which the boats were borne 
past them by the current, and little thinking that the waters 
which impelled them were rapidly collecting round the spot on 
which they stood. On perceiving their danger, they hastened to 
release themselves ; but, alas ! the flowing tide had formed a deep 
and rapid channel between them and the mainland, and, thus in- 
sulated, they had no means of escaping the death which seemed 
to await them. Agnes Anthony, in the extremity of the danger, 
tried to regain the shore by attempting to ford the stream, but 
was soon borne away by the rapidity of the current, and disap- 
peared for ever. Each succeeding moment augmented the danger 
of her surviving companions ; their escape in that agonizing and 
dreadful extremity of human suffering seemed hopeless, when 
Providence mercifully interposed. Two young gentlemen, Mr. 
Greorge Loder and Mr. Lovering, accidentally descried them, and 
the former, regardless of the dangers he incurred, nobly plunged 
into the stream, swam with an energy which could only have 
been strengthened by the feeling which impeUed him, and rescued 
the two young ladies, who were unconscious of their providential 
escape until they found themselves restored to their parents. 

W. ViELSON. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, the 26th of December last, the* 
wind blowing strong from the S.E., the thermometer, at noon. 
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down to 38°, and a strong ebb tide running, a man fell over- 
board from the poop of His Majesty's ship " Nimrod/' under my 
command, then lying in th6 Cove of Cork harbour. On the alarm 
being given, William Vielson, the gun-room steward, a man of 
colour, aged 27 years, instantly plunged overboard, and succeeded 
in grasping him at the moment he had given over all exertions to 
save himself, and, being heavily clothed, was sinking. He then, 
with the assistance of the second Lieutenant, who had jumped 
overboard for the same purpose, endeavoured .to tow the man, 
who was now perfectly insensible and under water, within reach 
of a boat lying astern of the ship ; but in consequence of the 
drowning man having seized Vielson by the leg, and one hand 
being engaged for his support, and being, as well as the Lieu- 
tenant, heavily clothed, their endeavours were unavailing, and all 
three were, by the force of the tide, swept out of the way of any 
immediate assistance, when the Lieutenant gave up, and let go 
his hold of the drowning man, not thinking himself able to sup- 
port his share of the weight any longer, and fully conceiving that 
Vielson had done the same ; but with the most heroic and re- 
solute perseverance, the latter still kept his hold, and retained it 
for nearly ten minutes, until assistance arrived. During this time 
he was so much distressed as to induce the Lieutenant, who did 
not know that he still held the man, to think that eveiy moment 
he would sink. The Lieutenant was first taken into the boat, and, 
to his utter amazement, and that of all the spectators, it was dis- 
covered that Vielson stUl retained his grasp of the man, nor 
would he permit himself to be touched, until he had seen and 
asmted in getting him into the boat. The man, by the care and 
exertions of the surgeon, was resuscitated, and in the evening he 
was perfectly recovered. It also appears, that when His Msgesty's 
ship < Lieven' was running along the kmd on the coast of Africa, 
a seaman, who was heaving the lead, fell overboard, from the 
breast-rope giving way, when Vielson, in the same undaunted 
manner, sprung into the sea and rescued him. 

F. LiAEDET, Lieutenant, RN. 

Being in the act of reefing the topsails, on our passage to the 

' Cape of Good Hope on the 12th of January 1829, in a fresh 

breeze and heavy sea, John M^Mahon fell into the sea from off 

the maintopsail yard-arm, when Lieutenant Liardet, at the immi- 
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nent risk of his life, jumped overboard to his relief. From the 
boat's tackles not being clear, the ship had drifted a considerable 
way before the boat, impeded by a swell, arrived to pick them up. 
M'Mahon was unable to swim, and was, during the whole time, 
supported by Lieutenant Liardet, in a state of exhaustion, and it 
was not until the second day after, that the surgeon reported him 
to be capable of doing his duty. On a second occasion, being at 
sea, 150 miles to the westward of the coast of Africa, the ship 
going at the rate,, by log, of seven miles an hour, with studding 
sails set, Mr. Duulop, Midshipman, fell into the sea. The instant 
the alarm was given, Lieutenant Liardet was overboard, before 
the ship could be rounded-to, or any step taken to retard her 
way, as a necessary precaution previous to lowering a boat ; and 
before she had pushed off, the above officer was far astern. It 
was now that most anxious fears were painfully increased, from the 
numerous large sharks that had surroimded the ship during the 
whole oi the day, and which, in those seas, are of a most dangerous 
character. It so happened that Mr. Dunlop could swim, and 
both he and Lieutenant Liardet were picked up unhurt, the latter 
keeping at hand until the arrival of the boat, in case his exertions 
should be required. Lieutenant Liardet is T)f a peculiarly retiring 
manner, and could not be induced, by any persuasions of those 
who witnessed his heroic conduct, to make any application of this 
nature. 

Alexandeb. 

About three weeks since. Ford, a young Etonian, was bathing 
at a place called Dead Man's Hole, near Eton ; he accidentally got 
out of his depth, and not being able to swim, sunk to the bottom, 
which is ten feet deep. Some little boys who were standing near 
the place gave an alarm, and Alexander, another Etonian, who 
was in a field near the spot, instantly came up, threw off his 
clothes, and diving down to the bottom of the hole, caught hold 
of Ford, and brought him to the bank, where, with the greatest 
presence of mind, he put what clothes he could collect around him, 
and commenced rubbing him, which he persevered in until he had 
received the assistance sent for. Ford at this time was insensible, 
but not so when the doctor came, about ten minutes afterwards ; 
although it was more than an hour before he could restore any- 
thing like the natural warmth of the body. He is decidedly of 
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opinion that the boy must have perished, had it not been for the 
praiseworthy exertions of young Alexander. And he would feel 
obliged if the Society would give him such a mark of approbation 
as they may consider his conduct merits ; which will be highly 
valued by the boy, who is only fifteen years of age, and must act as 
an incentive to other boys, who may be placed in a similar trying 
situation. 

Mattacott. 

Mr. Mattacott, when passing along a road near an arm of the 
harbour of Hamoaze on the 8th July 1831, termed Stonehouse Lake, 
observed three youths fall from a piece of timber into the water ; 
and as they could not swim, he instantly plunged in with his 
clothes on, and after considerable exertion, succeeded in getting 
hold of one, and bringing him safely to shore. Very little hope 
could be entertained for the other two, who were sinking. Mr. 
Mattacott, however, Vith the most resolute perseverance, returned 
to the spot, and finally succeeded in getting hold of them both, 
and landing them on the bank. They were quite exhausted, but 
on Mr. Mattacott placing them with their heads and chests a 
little elevated, as recommended by your Society, they discharged 
a considerable quantity of froth and water, and in a short time 
were conveyed home. Many days elapsed, however, before they 
had fiilly recovered. The names of the youths were, John Sey- 
mour, aged fourteen years, James Seymour, aged twelve years, and 
William Searle, aged fourteen years. 

H. WORRALL. 

Henry Worrall, a boy of fourteen years of age, of Limerick, 
with the two sons of Mr. Randall, a shipbroker in this city, 
the eldest of whom is about ten, and the youngest about seven 
years of age, got into a small boat on Thursday the 1 6th instant, 
and were taken in tow by the " Joshua Oarrall," schooner, bound 
to London. Not deeming it prudent to encourage the little party 
further down the river than about' a mile, the tow-rope was cast 
off, upon which the ship's boat, which was astern of the vessel, 
gave a sudden shear, and coming in contact with the smaller boat, 
capsized her. Nothing could equal the distress of the master and 
crew of the schooner, on seeing the little lads floating about, as 
they were unable to render them any assistance, the vessel being 
under heavy press of ^lil, and carried forcibly on by a rapid 
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current. But Providence gave to H. Worrall that strength and 
fortitude by which many have been saved under similar circum- 
stances. A little experience in swimming enabled him to save the 
lives of his companions in distress. He saw that a strong effort 
only could be of any avail, and with manly courage seized one of 
the boys, and guided him to the boat, which had by this time 
righted, telling him that on his fast holding it, his life depended. 
The other little boy was on the point of sinking, when H. Worrall, 
with fortitude and energy far beyond his years, dashed through 
the water, and grasping him at the moment he was disappearing, 
swam with his almost lifeless charge to the other side of the boat, 
so as to balance her. In this manner he was instrumental in 
supporting the boys until assistance reached them. The wind and 
tide had fortunately drifted the boat nearer the bank of the river. 

H. L. Parry, Lieutenant, R.N. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 21st December 1831, a 
vessel was observed on shore in this bay, with a light in her 
shrouds. She was soon after made out to be a large French 
fishing-boat with her colours hoisted. It was blowing very hard, 
the tide was flowing fast, and she was drifting on a lee shore. 
Lieutenant H. L. Pany, RN., hastened to her assistance, a dis- 
tance of about five miles, accompanied by his son, who is a tide- 
surveyor of the port of Rye, and three of his men. The unfor- 
tunate vessel, which proved to be " L'Aim^e " of St. Valeiy en 
Caux, Captain Rousse], with thirty men, had just struck, and the 
sea was beating over her. Lieutenant Parry and four of his 
men, after going off four times in a veiy heavy sea, and in the 
greatest danger, succeeded in bringing on shore twenty-one of the 
crew. By this time, however, the sea had so much increased, that it 
was utterly impossible to reach her again in the boat. Lieutenant 
Parry, having fortunately brought a warp on shore, caused it to 
be hove taut, and with a running line, and the assistance of his 
son, his men, and E. N. Dawes, Esq., after being in and out of 
the surf nearly three hours, the remaining nine men of the crew 
were providentially rescued from a watery grave. 

P. A. HiGGINSON. 

At ten P.M. on the 20th instant, a boy named William Thom- 
ing fell overboard from EUs Majesty's revenue cutter " lion,'* in 
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Salcombe harbour ; the ebb-tide at the time running at the rate 
of three or four knots, with a strong S.W. wind, and a heavy 
sea. On the alarm being given of a person overboard, Mr. 
Francis A. Higginson, the chief mate, instantly ran upon deck, 
and in the most prompt and praiseworthy manner, although 
suffering much at the time from a contusion on the left knee, 
jumped overboard at the risk of his life, and at the moment the 
unfortunate boy was sinking, dived after and grasped him by the 
hair of his head, bringing him to the surface of the water ; he 
supported him until they were both picked up by the " Dolphin's '* 
boat, which providentially happened to be passing at the time. 
They were taken on board the " Lion," where the usual means were 
immediately resorted to, to restore animation, which happily 
succeeded^ although the boy is at this moment very ilL 

Don p. Dumaresque, RN. 

On 23d January 1832, William Carter, a lad belonging to the 
" Onyx," fell overboard. The rapidity of the tide carried him a 
considerable distance before the accident was known. Mr. Don 
Philip Dumaresque, the junior mate of this vessel, ran upon 
deck, and in an instant plunged overboard, swam to the drowning 
boy*s relief, and saved his life, 

F. W. Mant, R.N. 

On 14th February 1832, at about four o'clock, William Fisher 
fell overboard from a boat which was lying outside the water-tank 
alongside this ship. Mr. Mant, hearing a boy scream, and seeing 
the boatman endeavouring to lay hold of him, — observing also that 
he would be inevitably drowned before the boat could be cast oflF, 
as the tide had carried him far astern, — with great promptitude 
jumped overboard, and at the moment Fisher had become insen- 
sible, with his head under water, he seized him and swam with 
him to the tank, on board which they were to be taken ; and thus 
William Fisher's life was preserved. 

D. Magbath. 

On the 7th September 1831, Mary Dempsey, a child aged 
1 3, fell into the river, near Baal's Bridge, and would have been 
drowned, but for the spirited and humane exertions of Mr, Darnel 
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Magrath, one of the carpenters engaged in the bridge works, 
who, with his clothes on, plunged into the river, and rescued her. 
This charitable man had a narrow escape from perishing in his 
laudable attempt ; for when he dived after the girl, she caught 
hold of him by the leg, and held him under water nearly 
three minutes. Having by a great struggle disengaged himself, 
he rose to the surface, bearing her up by the hair of her head, 
until assisted by his brother workmen, by means of planks and 
ropes. Nothing could equal the shrieks of the multitude, 
especially when Magrath continued so long under water, and 
though there were some thousands looking on, not one swam to 
his assistance. This is the^ second time this child has escaped 
drowning in the same part of the river. 

W, Cook. 

Oxford, June 1, 1832. 
My dear Sir, — I dare say you have seen the account in the 
Oxford Herald of the death of Mr. Penny, of St. John*s College, 
by drowning, and the high character given to a poor fellow 
named Cook. I can bear testimony to the praiseworthy and 
courageous manner in which he acted. "When they were endeavour- 
ing to recover the body with the drags, the poor fellow came up 
breathless, after running a mile, and instantly plunged into the 
river, dived into eleven feet water, and brought the body to 
the surface. The President of St. John's gave him two 
sovereigns, and I ventured, in your name, to give another. It was 
only suggested that his case should be made known to the Royal 
Humane Society. Although he was not in time to save Mr. Penny, 
he saved a female in the winter by his courage and intrepidity, 
and a child about three years ago. — I am, etc., 

(Signed) Charles Webb, Surgeon, 

Oxford, June 4, 1832. 
Sir, — I well know the gentleman who wrote the foregoing 
statement, and believe it to be quite correct You will oblige 
me by laying it before the Committee of the Royal Humane 
Society, who will probably think it right that a Medal should be 
given to the individual, William Cook, who has so nobly exerted 
himself for the preservation of human life. — I am, etc., 

(Signed) H. Goring. 
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Oxford, November 17, 1832. 
Dear Sir, — The case of the young woman whose life William 
Cook saved last winter, to which I alluded in my letter to my 
friend Mr. Groring, occurred in a most dangerous part of our river. 
Cook was at work near the spot, and with his usual bravery 
rescued her from drowning. Another case also occurred, when Mr. 
Hollis, formerly governor of the Oxford Board of Guardians, in 
company with many others, making an excursion on the Thames, 
was pushed from the barge into a very deep part of the river, 
called Godstow Pound. Cook, who was an attendant on the party, 
instantly rushed into the water, and rescued Mr. Hollis from a 
wateiy grave. It is well known that, on many occasions, 
"William Cook has been instrumental in saving the lives of his 
fellow-creatures. — I am, etc., 

(Signed) Charles Webb. 

G. Johnston, Midshipman. 

MayU, 1832. 
At ten o'clock on the night of the 9th of May 1832, in 
Portsmouth harbour, a person forward called out " A man over- 
board!" upon which Mr. Gabriel Johnston, Midshipman, in- 
stantly ran to the gangway, and jumped overboard to his assist- 
ance, whilst the crew endeavoured, and after some, time 
succeeded, in getting the cutter cast off, which picked them both 
up, but not before they were quite exhausted, a long period hav- 
ing elapsed, owing to the darkness of the night, and having to 
pull a heavy boat round the hulk. We were obliged to hoist 
them both into the ship. The name ol the person whose life was 
thus saved through the intrepidity of Mr. Johnston, was William 
Corbie, a marine, who was quite drunk, and there was every 
apprehension that he and his deliverer would have perished, as 
the current was very strong at the time. The usual precautions 
were taken for their recovery. 

J. FiNLAYSON, Lieutenant, R.K 

CoLNEBROOK, December 31, 1832. 
Sib, — ^As I understand that Lieutenant Finlayson, commander of 
the " Albion " steamer, on the Bristol and Cork station, has pre- 
ferred a claim for the honorary reward given by the Royal Humane 
Society for saving a person from drowning, I take the liberty of 
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stating that I was on board the Albion when one occurrence took 
place, on which Mr. Finlayson- grounds his claim ; and I was on 
deck when the life of a woman, who had fallen overboard, was 
saved by his humanity and promptness in jumping after her, and 
being fortunately able to catch hold of her before she disappeared. 
I need not add that this was done at the great risk of his 
own life. I beg you will be kind enough to lay this statement 
before the Royal Humane Society, and I hope they will pardon 
me for writing it, and agree with me in feeling that Mr. Finlay- 
son's conduct on the occasion reflects great credit on him, and 
merits some mark of approbation from the Society. — I remain, etc., 

DONEKAILB, 

J. Babnes, Lieutenant, R.N. 

The affidavit of George Nelthrop, sworn before the Mayor 6f 
Portsmouth on the 26th of October 1832 : "I, George Nelthrop, 
do swear, that on the 15th day of August last I was upset in my 
boat returning from Chichester to Portsmouth, opposite Sump's 
Fort ; and although many persons saw me from the beach in an 
exhausted state, endeavouring to swim ashore, no one offered to 
render me assistance until Lieutenant John Barnes, without wait- 
ing to do more than take off* his coat, jumped into the sea and 
brought me to the shore j and I do solemnly swear, that had he 
not come to my assistance I must have perished, as my strength 
was nearly exhausted, and I was on the point of sinking, but when 
I saw my preserver approaching me, it gave me strength to keep 
myself up until he reached me. The wind was blowing fresh, 
with a rough sea at the time." 

M. Moore, M.D, 

A boat containing eight pe^pons, who were going on shore at 
Woolwich on Sunday the 14th instant, swamped alongside this 
ship. Seven of them were picked up immediately, but the eighth 
(Mr. Samuel Heekens, Engineer), having drifted with the strength 
of the current, was struck on the loins by the undermost paddle 
of the ship's wheel, in consequence of which he sunk. When he 
was rescued and brought on board, the symptoms of life were 
quite suspended. Owing to the skilful and persevering exertions 
of Doctor Moore, a worthy member of society, who has a large 
family to support, has been, under Divine Providence, thus 
rescued from a premature grave. 
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G. Da VIES, Lieutenant, R.N. 

During a heavy gale of wind on Saturday night, in 1825, the 
sloop "Dartmouth" of Dartmouth was driven on shore about 
two miles eastward of Rye Old Pier-head, and four of the crew, 
with one woman and two lads, were driven from the wreck by the 
violence of the waves, and perished. By the chart the channel- 
flood setting right on the convex part of the Ness beach, sets to 
the north-west towards Rye, on one side, and to the eastward 
round Dungeness, on the other. The position of the wreck was 
about the place where, at half-flood, the tide trends both ways, 
with the run of the sand ; and on the night in question, the cur- 
rent was athwart the wind. Lieutenant Davies made an attempt to 
reach the wreck with four of his men, in a fisherman's boat which 
he found about a mile to the westward of where she lay, but having 
to contend with a heavy surf and a strong current, their efforts 
were ineffectual They then tried to carry the boat over land 
to the eastward of the wreck ; in this they succeeded, contrary to 
their expectations, and launching her where the tide was slacker, 
although the waves were higher, they reached the wreck, and 
rescued the only surviving individual of her crew, who had clung 
to her. It is extraordinary that in a dangerous bay like this, where 
wrecks are so very frequent, on account of the difficulty which 
even the most practised eye finds in distinguishing the low fiat 
beach from the horizon, that there are not lifeboats stationed, 
which are even necessary to contend with the ordinary surf of 
the beach ; not that any more lives could have been saved on 
this melancholy occasion, as those who perished were swept 
from the wreck before she was seen through the dense mist of 
the surf. 

K. Wadoux. 

At eleven o'clock, on the night of the 30th of October 1832, 
the steam-packet being on the eve of her departure from Boulogne- 
sur-mer. Miss Anne Reddar, an English lady, in going on board 
fell into the harbour, between the vessel and the pier, and went 
under the paddle. The moment Nicholas Wadoux heard her cry 
of distress, he jumped into the water, the depth of which was 1 2 
feet, and although the night was so dark and stormy that several 
passengers refused to proceed in the vessel, Wadoux persevered in 
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his noble efforts for the preservation of the young lady's life, whom 
he supported in the water until assistance was afforded them. 

Hon. Miss D. Eden. 

Three children were amusing themselyes on the bank of the 
river, at Hampton Court on 5th January 1833, one of whom, a 
little girl about five years of age, was playing with a stick in the 
water, which unfortunately broke, and the child fell into the stream. 
The screams of the child attracted the attention of Miss Eden, 
who was walking in the Palace Gardens. She hastened to the 
spot, leaped from the garden wall, a height of between five and 
six feet, and without hesitation ran into the river, which the late 
rains had considerably swollen. Miss Eden endeavoured to seize 
the child, but the depth of the water, and rapidity of the current, 
rendered it impossible for her to effect her generous purpose. 
Overcome with anxiety and excitement, she with difficulty reached 
the bank, when she fainted. Aroused by the screams of the 
drowning child for its mother, Miss Eden became again sensible' 
of its danger, and urged by the same benevolent feelings, she ran 
along the bank of the river in her dripping garments, calling to 
the child to keep its head above water, and continuing to cheer 
and encourage it until she was nearly opposite to Ditton. Miss 
Eden then hailed Tagg, the ferryman, who being rather deaf, did 
not distinctly comprehend the calL He proceeded, however, to 
' the spot, and perceiving the child on the surface of the water, 
pushed the body with his oar, thinking it was dead. Miss Eden 
considers that the child was then lost, as the body was forced 
under water. When it rose again to the surface, Tagg took it into 
his boat, and landed it on the Hampton Court side of the river, 
when, by Miss Eden's humane directions, it was taken to the 
Pavilion, where medical assistance was procured, and every exer- 
tion made to restore animation, but without effect. 

William Field. 

Declaration of William Field, respecting the wreck of the 
" Felicita," taken before Henry Leach, Esq., Collector of the 
Customs at Milford, and magistrate for the county of Pembroke. 

On the morning of Wednesday, the 20th of February 1833, 1 
was attending at an early hour to the business of the farm, when 
I was informed that a vessel was wrecked on the sands, in Sandy 
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Haven Bay, which is just opposite the entrance of Milford Haven, 
and distant from my house about half-a-mile. I immediately ran 
to the spot, and found a large brig, lying on her side, a complete 
wreck, on the beach. Her masts were gone, her hull was broken 
in two, and the surf was making a clean breach over her. The 
crew, who had lashed themselves to the weather rigging, were lift- 
ing up their hands in token of their distress, but until the sea had 
retired a little it was impossible to approach them. At eight 
o'clock I thought something might be done, and I asked who 
would volunteer to assist me. William Evans, mason, atd Bees 
Jones, carpenter, offered their services, but they deemed the sea 
too high on the reef of rocks, over which we had to go, to approach 
the vessel. I told them to follow me, and we would tiy to save 
them. I went over the reef, and through the surf, which broke 
over me, but I got through it, and reached the wreck. When 
they saw this, they followed me, and we succeeded in getting the 
men on shore in the manner described in the affidavit of WiUiam 
Lewis. We got hold of the crew as they lowered themselves 
down one by one from the rigging, and carried them on shore, 
with the exception of two who were so exhausted as to be quite 
helpless. Some of the men appeared deranged in their intellects. 
One was dreadfully mangled by the iron bolt between his legs, 
upon which he was supported ; he died in our arms ; and the 
last taken from the wreck was a boy who died at ray sister's 
house soon after he was landed. Before I made the first effort to 
get off, I saw two men upon the lee side of the wreck, but when 
I got there, they were gone. I was much hurt by the wreck, 
exhausted by my efforts, and very ill afterwards. 

John Baldock. 

On Saturday, the 2d instant, the wind was blowing strong, with 
a strong flood-tide, when a child, aged six years, belonging to Mr. 
Wright, the gunner, fell overboard from H.M.S. " La Hogue." From 
the strength of the current, and the suction of the ships' bottoms, 
which lie in a line with each other, at the distance of sixty or 
seventy fathoms, the little fellow was all but lost. His situation 
was discovered by a man of that ship, named John Baldock, who 
instantly jumped overboard and rescued the poor boy, at the 
moment the suction of the " Wellington " was drawing him under 
her bottom. The merit of this individual action would require no 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 33 

comment from me were it not enhanced by the circumstance of 
Baldock's being a very indifferent swimmer, and the distance 
between the "Hogue" and "Wellington" being doubly increased by 
the removal of the ship that had been moored between them. 

It is by desire of Captain King, the Superintendent of the 
Ordinary, that I have the pleasure of communicating this act of 
generous heroism on the part of a British sailor, and I feel an 
additional pleasure in doing so, under the hope that I may be 
fortunate in eliciting that notice from the Royal Humane Society 
which, in a similar instance, it was pleased to bestow on Mr. 
Edward Pickthome, when that officer served imder my command 
in 1827. 

Permit me to observe, that however careless British seamen 
may be in hazarding their lives for the preservation of their 
fellow-creatures, it must always be satisfactory to them, in the 
highest degree, to know that their humble yet heroic exertions 
are noticed by their officers ; and I am persuaded, by an experience 
of thirty-three years in His Majesty's service, that if seamen were 
rewarded by honorary distinctions instead of pecuniary grants from 
public societies, they would be foimd as careful and as proud of 
those tokens as any other class of people. Such a mark of dis- 
tinction must be a never-failing passport to the good opinion of 
the officers under whom they may chance to serve, while it would 
operate as a powerful stimulus to foster exertion, and dissipate an 
apathy too frequently prevailing when self-existence is required 
to be hazarded. (Signed) E. Medley, Lieut ^ E,N, 

Lieutenant T. Leigh, RN. 

At day-break on the 19th instant, blowing a heavy gale of 
wind from E.N.E. with a tremendous surf, a ship was reported to 
me N.N.E. about three leagues, with a signal of distress. As 
launching a boat at this place was utterly impracticable, Lieut. 
Leigh recommended both companies of beachmen to join the 
coast-guard, and drag the " Morning Star," a Winterton yawl of 
twenty-six tons, and fifty four feet long, by main force to Scratby 
Gap, a distance of three miles, where there appeared to be less 
surf. This was accomplished in less than two hours, and every 
possible effort was made, by one hundred and thirty-four men, to 
launch her, without success, owing to the state of the weather. 
As the vessel appeared to be fast settling, Lieut. Leigh directed 

c 
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all hands to return to Winterton and try to launch the life-boat, 
which, after much labour, was happily accomplished. 

By this time the ship had struck on the outer bank, in such a 
surf as to prevent the possibiUty of her holding long together, or 
for any ordinary boat to assist her. The men put off in the life-boat 
at two P.M., manned by twenty-five volunteers, the surf frequently 
breaking over them, on account of our being obliged to keep broad- 
side on until well to the northward, to make certain of fetching 
the wreck. By the manly exertions of the volunteers we suc- 
ceeded in getting alongside her in less than an hour, and had the 
happiness to rescue sixteen men, whom we safely landed, in the 
presence of six or seven hundred spectators. In less than half an 
hour after, the flood-tide made, a tremendous surf rolled over her, 
and at four o'clock she went to pieces. 

It is not in my power to do adequate justice to the meritorious 
conduct of the men on this trying occasion. They were constantly 
employed, on a bad beach, from daybreak until jfour p.m. ; some- 
times up to their breasts in the water, and many had not broken 
their fast. 

The vessel proved to be the ".Crawford Davieson," commanded 
by Lieut. George Sandford, Royal Navy. Owing to the ignor- 
ance of the pilot, this fine vessel struck on the Hasbro' Sand, and, 
expecting she would founder every instant, part of the crew and 
all the passengers (including two ladies) abandoned her in four 
boats. The poor sufferers in two of them were going to attempt 
to latid at Winterton station, in a surf which would have been 
certain destruction to them, but they were beckoned off, and, by 
guiding them along the coast, they were safely landed by the 
Caister beachmen. 

Thomas Forbes. 

On the 23d of December 1 829, while serving on board n.M.S. 
" Pallas," Capt. Lord Adolphus Fitzclarence, in the river Ganges, 
Thomas Oliver, one of the mizen-top-men belonging to that ship, 
fell overboard, the current running at the time five or six knots. 
Thomas Forbes instantly jumped from the taflrail of the ship, and 
succeeded in saving the life of the man. 

On the 9th of August 1831, while serving in H.M.S. <*Stag," 
Captain Sir Thomas Troubridge, a seaman named Richard Flynn 
fell overboard off Dover, the ship going at the rate of six knots, 
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with studding sails set on both sides. Forbes, then yeoman of 
the signals, jumped after him from the tafifrail, and held him 
above water till a boat came to his relief. 

On the 13th of October 1832, James RatcMe, a seaman of 
the same vessel, fell overboard in Hamoaze, between the ship and 
' the hulk, when Forbes, in a very spirited manner, jumped over- 
board, and by great exertions saved the man's life. 

On the 29th January 1828, when serving in H.M.S. " Cam- 
brian," Captain Hamilton, in the Archipelago, one of her seamen 
fell from the main topsail yard-arm in a gale of wind. Forbes 
instantly volunteered his services with Lieut. Smart, to go in the 
cutter for the purpose of preserving the man. However, their 
exertions in this instance were unsuccessful, as the boat was 
swamped twice, and they with great difficulty reached the ship. 

Thomas Forbes is a sober, steady, and active man, worthy of 
every encouragement. He has been a long time in His Majesty's 
service, and, in consequence of changing ships so often, these 
statements have been omitted to be made known. 

LlAEDETT. 

My deab Liaedett, — In answer to your letter of the 17 th 
ult., in which you refer to the circumstance of James G 
having jumped overboard from H.M. Ship "Jaseur," at Port 
Louis, during the hurricane season of last year, I do not hesitate 
in saying that nothing short of the determined spirit you evinced 
on that occasion could have saved his life. I was on deck at the 
time he jumped out of one of the ports with a determination to 
drown himself, when^ without a moment's hesitation, you plunged 
overboard, and dived to the bottom, where you must have re- 
mained struggling with him 15 or 20 seconds, before you rose 
with him to the surface ; and such was his determination to 
drown himself, that, after having succeeded thus far, the difficulty 
you had to contend with, in keeping him above water, augmented 
the danger of your own hazardous situation, as it was evidently 
his aim to take you down along with him. This, added to your 
meritorious conduct in saving three others who had fallen over- 
board while we were messmates together in the " Jaseur," will, 
I am sure, be ever felt and remembered by the officers and crew 
of that ship. (Signed) William Sales. 



36 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

4 

My deae Liardett, — I cannot leave England without ex- 
pressing my sincere desire for your promotion in a service in 
which you have established such a reputation as a seaman and an 
ofl&cer. The testimonials, no doubt, in your possession, would of 
themselves prove much more than I am able to do, hurried as I 
am ; yet, when I call to mind your conduct while under my 
orders on the Cape station, and your great personal exertions on 
all occasions, whether in saving lives or vessels, I cannot but 
repeat my most anxious desire that you should meet the reward 
you so justly merit. 

It seldom happens that five human beings should owe their 
lives to one brave fellow ! 

I have not leisure now to particularize your services and manly 
exertions on other occasions, when doing your duty, but I feel 
the stamp of them in my memory, and you have, in consequence, 
any claim on me as your former Commodore whenever I can serve 
you, and not in a private point of view. 

With every sincere good wish for your future success and 
promotion, let me assure you that I am, my dear Liardett, &c., 

C. M. ScHOMBEEG, Captain, 

J. Hunt. 

Gentlemen,— Having, on the 17th of this month, rescued 
Mr. Pover, surgeon, from being drowned, I beg leave to submit 
the following statement for the favour of your consideration : — 

The accident occurred about 6 o'clock in the evening, midway 
between the Red House and BJattersea. Mr. Pover, when bathing, 
was walking breast high in the river, at some distance from the 
shore, the water being very low, when he suddenly disappeared. 
I was myself bathing at some distance from him, and perceiving 
that he struggled a good deal, when he rose to the surface, and 
was evidently in great danger, I instantly swam to his rescue, and 
seizing his left arm, I with great diflSculty succeeded in bringing 
him close to the shore (the tide running at the time), when he 
suddenly threw himself on his back, and clasping me round the 
waist, pulled me under water. Conceiving we should both perish, 
I succeeded in shaking him oflf, and having swam a few yards to 
recover myself, I again plunged in 'to his relief, perceiving that 
when he rose to the surface he was almost exhausted, and 
apparently quite black in the face. In my second eflfort I sue- 
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ceeded in bringing bim to shore. He was senseless, and the body 
presented a livid appearance. Brandy was procured from the Red 
House as quick as possible, and administered, which, with friction, 
after some time recovered him. He was then conveyed home, 
where I attended him, and rendered every assistance in my power. 

John Hunt, Surgeon, 

R Richmond. 

On the morning in question, Mr. Cooke was walking with 
Mr. Richmond on the bank of the Humber, when they observed 
several boys playing in a boat, at no great distance from the land. 
As the tide was high, Mr. Richmond called to the boys to leave 
the boat, warning them of their danger. As they appeared to 
obey him, he walked on about twenty or thirty yards, when, on 
turning round, he observed that the boys were rocking the boat. 
They continued, however, to walk on, until, on again looking 
back, they observed the boat turn over, and the boys in the 
water screaming for help. Mr. Richmond instantly ran back, 
throwing off his clothes on the way, and plunging into the water 
he brought one boy on shore, whom he laid on the bank ; he 
again plunged in and rescued two others, one of whom was sinking 
at that moment. He then plunged into the river a third time, 
and brought out the fourth, who had clung to the bottom of the 
boat. Mr. Richmond and Mr. Cooke then applied themselves for 
the recovery of the boys, who were much exhausted. Mr. Cooke 
was himself so agitated, that he scarcely knew how the boys sup- 
ported themselves on the surface of the water until Mr. Richmond's 
return to them after he had rescued the first. Mr. Richmond, being 
subject to spasms of the heart, was very much exhausted, and the 
boys must have inevitably perished but for his manly exertions. 

Mr. Richmond has, in addition to the above claim, been the 
means of saving no less than fifteen of his fellow-creatures from 
drowning ; and as he is the owner of a vessel, would be unwilling 
to accept a pecuniary reward. Some mark of the approbation of 
the Royal Humane Society would, however, be extremely gratifying 
to him ; and as this is a seaport town, where similar accidents 
are very prevalent, any mark of favour the Committee may be 
pleased to confer on Mr. Richmond will have the good effect of 
stimulating others to exert themselves in the same praiseworthy 
manner for the preservation of human life. 
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T. Jacks. 

On Saturday, the 29th of June 1833, at four o'clock p.m., 
Thomas Jacks, a wine-cooper at the South Vault, London Docks, 
was applied to by a woman to take charge of a will and receipt 
which she placed in his hand. A few minutes afterwards he saw 
her throw herself into a part of the docks where there is eighteen 
feet water, the surface of which is ten feet from the quay. Jacks 
plunged in to her relief, and supported her in the water until a 
boat came to their assistance. She was taken to the watchhouse, 
where she was recovered. This is the fourth time Jacks has been 
instrumental in the preservation of life, and trusts the Society will 
deem him worthy its badge of distinction, which he will be proud 
in preserving. 

Sergeant 0. Ditnlop, 79th Highlanders. 

The distinguished gallantry of Acting- Sergeant Colin Dunlop, 
of the 79th Highlanders, in rescuing a child from death, by 
plunging into one of the most dangerous of the great rapids of the 
river St Lawrence, having excited the astonishment and admira- 
tion of aU who are acquainted with the terrific rapid into which 
he threw himself, while he^ at the moment, exhibited a presence 
of mind which led to his own and the child's life being saved, it 
is felt a duty, owing to the nobly-daring act of this soldier, to 
bring his heroic conduct under the notice of the Eoyal Humane 
Society, in the hope that they will consider him worthy of the 
distinction of having a medal presented to him. 

The above gallant soldier was only a private at the moment of 
his so distinguishing himself, and his Colonel considered it his 
duty to mark the sense he entertained of conduct so noble, by 
appointing him a Corporal and Acting-Sergeant 

Sir, — T beg to inform you that this day. May 17, 1833, when 
coming down the Long Sault, one of the most tremendous rapids 
of the St. Lawrence, the wife of Private Peter Brooks, of the 
company under my command, with a child in her arms, fell over- 
board. Every effort was made to save her, but, I regret to add, 
without success. The infEint continued to float an instant longer 
on t)ie surface, and passed within two or three yards of the stem 
of the vessel. Private Colin Dunlop, with the greatest presence 
of mind, coiled the end of a rope round his arm, and, with the most 
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gallant daring, threw himself into the rapid. He disappeared, 
and we all concluded he was lost, as it seemed impossible that he 
could survive in such a current ; but I am most happy to state 
that the next moment he re-appeared, with the rope still coiled 
round his left arm, and the poor infant in his right Having 
myself laid hold of the other end of the rope when he leaped into 
the rapid, we hauled him alongside, and succeeded in getting him 
and the child safe on board. 

No language of mine can do justice to Dunlop's conduct on this 
trying occasion. The coolness and presence of mind evinced by 
him in laying hold of the rope, and his humane and gallant con- 
duct in throwing himself into that tremendous rapid, is beyond all 
pndBe. J. C. Cameron, Lieut^ 79th Regt, 

P. Newell. 

On 15th July 1833, several children were bathing at the back 
of the Grarrison point, when two of 'them, who could not swim, 
were carried out by the eddy tide (which runs at the rate of three 
knots an hour) into deep water. After a short . time their com- 
panions gave the alarm, when Patrick Newell, Drummer, 88th 
Regiment, then standing on the rampart, a height of fifteen or 
twenty feet above the beach, jumped down, rushed into the water 
(stripping his clothes ofif as he ran), and succeeded in saving one 
boy at the moment his strength was exhausted. Newell gave 
him in charge to some other lads, who by this time reached the 
spot, and swam off to the assistance of the other boy, who was 
carried further out and into deeper water. He reached the latter 
just as he was sinking, and put him, in an insensible state, into a 
boat which had now arrived. He was brought on shore, and, 
after a short time, animation was restored. 

Captain H. \y. Hyland. 

Sir, — ^At the request of Captain H. W. Hyland, late com- 
mander of the bark " Phoenix," I have the honour to state, for the 
information of the Committee of the Royal Humane Society, that 
on the morning of the 3d of May 1832, when I was a passenger 

in the above-named vessel, I observed lieut. N (who was 

sent on board by the Bengal Government in a state of mental de- 
rangement) leap over the side of the vessel into the river Hoogly 
at Calcutta. Captain Hyland (who was then chief officer) in^ 



40 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

stantly jumped overboard to his relief, and with the utmost 

promptitude and presence of mind, seized Lieut. N round the 

waist with one arm, while with the other hand he grasped a rope, 

by which he supported himself and Lieut. N until a boat 

reached them. 

In bearing testimony to this circumstance as an eye-witness, I 
beg leave to observe that the event reflects the highest credit on 
Capt. Hyland from the peculiar difficulty and danger which at- 
tended his attempt to save Lieut. N . In the first place, such 

was the strength of the current that nothing bat the accidental 
circumstance of the rope hanging from the side of the ship, could 
have prevented their being carried down and lost. Secondly, the 
unfortunate state of Mr. N ^'s mind not rendering him suffici- 
ently sensible of his danger, as to induce, on his part, the slightest 
exertion to sustain himself above water. And lastly, I may add, 
that Captain Hyland incurred an additional risk on account of the 
numerous alligators and ground-sharks which infest that river. 

Under these circumstances it is almost superfluous to add, that 
Ideut. N owes the preservation of his life to the noble con- 
duct of Captain Hyland. (Signed) Allan Kamsay. 

P. A. H^NIN. 

We, the British residents and visitors at the town of Boulogne- 
sur-Mer, beg leave to represent, that Pierre Antoine H^nin, pilot, 
residing in the Hue de Boston, No. 19, did, on the 31st of August 
1833, at the risk and peril of his life, swim out, without his 
clothes, from the beach of this Port, to the convict ship " Amphi- 
trite," then on shore, and addressed himself to the captain and 
crew, " desiring them to come on shore in order to save their 
lives, as the sea was coming in, and they would else perish." 

Secondly, that the said H^nin seized a rope thrown to him, and 
endeavoured to establish a communication between the vessel and 
the shore ; but was prevented from doing so, in consequence of 
the rope not being sufficiently long. 

Thirdly, that the said H^nin returned again to the vessel and 
called for more rope, a request which was not, however, complied 
with. 

Fourthly, that, perfectly exhausted and cold, he used his best 
endeavours to save the unfortunate crew and convicts from a 
watery grave. 
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Fifthly, that H^nin thus nobly exerted himself for the preser- 
vation of human life, from his own free will, and without the 
orders of any person whatsoever, and that himianity and courage 
alone instigated him in this noble act of self-devotion. 

J. W. Aldridge, Lieutenant, RN. 

George Sisley, an able seaman belonging to this ship, fell 
overboard from the main chains while at anchor in the Port of 
Guaymas, in the Gulf of California, in 1833. The man was un- 
able to swim, and as there was no boat near, Lieut. J. W. 
Aldridge, K.N., jumped to his relief, and supported him in the 
water until ropes were thrown to them. 

" This is to certify, that when this ship was at anchor in the 
Harbour of Guaymas, in the Gulf of California, in February last, 
George Sisley, able seaman, fell overboard, when Lieutenant 
Aldridge instantly plunged after him, and saved his life. Sisley 
could not swim, and was sinking at the moment I sincerely hope 
that this humane and meritorious act, added to his having before 
saved two lives, will meet with its due reward. 

" C. Graham, Captain^ 

W. M. Carruthers. 

" An instance of preservation of life, which occurred during the 
late gale, through the skill and intrepidity of a gentleman of the 
civil service, deserves to be recorded. 

" Mr. W. M. Carruthers was married on the 2d of. October, 
1833, and left Calcutta on the evening of that day with his 
bride, in a pinnace, for Tipperah. On the 6tb the pinnace was 
forced to anchor, and in the evening the gale came on with terrific 
violence. Mr. Carruthers was dreadfully sick with the motion of 
the vessel, and Mrs. Carruthers was lying on her couch suflfering 
under an attack of fever, when the pinnace was blown over, and 
drifted into the stream. Mr. C. caught his wife, and they fell 
into the water together. When he came up, he succeeded in 
grasping a part of the vessel, but was knocked off by a man fall- 
ing upon him. On condng up a second time, he saw his wife 
struggling with her women, who were trying to save their lives 
at the expense of hers. Seizing her by the hair, and grasping 
one of the iron stanchions, he got into the wreck, Mrs. Carruthers 
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being nearly lifeless. To keep his station against the wind, waves, 
and the severe cold and sleet, was no easy matter. Watching a 
favourable opportunity, when near the shore, he directed Mrs. 
Carruthers to take ofif her flannel gown and cling to his waist, 
and they committed themselves to the stream, which carried them 
down many yards, but by dint of labour, in about half an hour, 
he had the delight of landing his wife upon the bank, though at 
night, without shelter, she nearly naked, the wind piercing cold, 
and the rain descending in torrents ; at length they procured some 
dry clothes and a fire from the natives. The ayah, or female 
attendant of Mrs. Carruthers, still remained on the wreck, and 
Mr. Carruthers plunged into the * rapid and dangerous river ' a 
second time, and brought the poor old woman to shore. 
" Six of the crew, and one of the women, were drowned." 

J. Elliot. 

Mr. J. Elliot, Midshipman, was in charge of a small boat of 
the "Leveret," on 4:th June 1833, at Lisbon, manned with four 
lads, crossing the river on his oars, laden with water, and a strong 
tide running, when the boat swamped. Three of the crew were 
washed out of the boat ; the fourth, with the Midshipman, held 
on. The latter, however, seeing the danger of the three who had 
been washed off, instantly left the boat, and with infinite difficulty 
and risk, succeeded in saving the cockswain, Charles Winter, and 
a lad named William Tape ; unfortunately one boy was drowned. 
Mr. Elliot's conduct was witnessed with admiration by many of 
the officers of the "Asia,'* whose boat picked him and the three 
others up. 

R Sumner. 

Prbscot, \6th Dec, 1833. 
Sir, — In reply to your inquiry of the 9 th inst. respecting the 
meritorious conduct of Mr. Richard Sumner, Surgeon, on the late 
melancholy occasion of the wreck of the pilot-boat "Good Intent," 
I beg leave to state, that the village of Formby, situated about 
thirteen miles from Liverpool, on the north shore, has presented, 
since Friday 9th December 1833, a most melancholy and heart- 
rending scene, from the distressing wreck of No. 1. Pilot-boat, 
with the loss of the greater part of* her efficient crew, four of 
whom were picked up dead, and deposited in an out-house ad- 
joining Formby Church, to await the result of a Coroner's 
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inquest, which took place this day ; the bodies of the remaining 
nine of the crew, who fell victims to the tempestuous and 
unruly storm, which visited this part of the country on Thurs- 
day and Friday last, have not yet been washed ashore. On 
Sunday the scene witnessed was very affecting, from the cir- 
cumstance of the mourning relatives of the deceased crew 
pouring into the village to seek their own, some weeping bitterly 
for the loss of fathers, and others for the loss of brothers and hus- 
bands, and many without even the gratification of finding their 
mortal remains, four only being rescued from a grave in the deep. 
The boat, which was exceedingly well manned and rigged, was 
one of the class of pilot-boats belonging to this port, having a 
complement of twenty-one men for her crew, which had been en- 
gaged on the night of Thursday last in piloting vessels outward 
bound, and, in consequence of the foggy state of the weather, they 
were unable to ascertain their true situation, at which time the 
storm raged terrifically, the sea rolling mountains high. In this 
dangerous situation the vessel was driven towards the Lancashire 
shore near to Formby. About half-past six o'clock on Friday 
morning signals of distress were perceived by the inhabitants on 
shore, but the state of the weather was such that no person durst 
venture out to their rescue. About seven o'clock the sea broke 
violently over the vessel, and washed overboard Edward Webster 
and Henry Hughes, who, although good swimmers, sank to rise 
no more. At this time the punt got adrift of the chocks, and the 
sea washed away or unshipped the main boom, which was thrown 
across the deck, and the main sail, in consequence, became of no 
service. The hapless crew, having thus been deprived of the 
management of the vessel, did all they could to keep her before 
the wind, in order to endeavour to re-ship the main boom, and 
clear the decks ; but although manned (it is said) as well as any 
boat on the river, they failed in doing so, as the sea was running 
strong and moimtainous. Suddenly another terrific sea broke 
violently over the vessel, washed away the skylight, and filled the 
cabin with water. The exhausted crew immediately applied 
their feeble strength to the pumps, in the hope of baling her out, 
but without avail. They were then before the wind, the gib and 
foresail were blown to fragments, and shortly afterwards she 
struck upon Formby beach. This was at no great distance from 
the shore, and the inhabitants could plainly perceive the whole of 
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the devastating and distressing work of the raging elements, 
which now appeared more boisterous than the most experienced 
seaman or pilot of the river ever recollects it to have been. 
Immediately on the vessel striking, which was between eight and 
nine o'clock, the inhabitants on shore perceived seven of the un- 
fortunate men climbing to the rigging, to which they appeared to 
ding, and about twelve others contrived to get the punt (a small 
boat attached to the vessel) alon^ide, into which they jumped, 
but they were no sooner in it, than it swamped, and eight of the 
number perished. Four, with great difl&culty, succeeded in swim- 
ming to shore, and at the edge of the water they were dragged 
out more dead than alive by the villagers. Shortly after the punt 
sinking, the unfortunate men who had been clinging to the rigging 
dropped from exhaustion into the water, and were never seen 
again ; one of them, named Bates, who had stationed himself at 
the top of the rigging, was seen to jump overboard into a raging 
sea, and it is considered by some of his surviving companions that 
he did so in a fit of delirium ; the people on shore, when he 
plunged into the water, fancied he had left the top of the rigging 
to speak to the men in the lower rigging. At this period (about 
two o'clock) six were seen apparently alive, still holding fast to 
the rigging, in which situation, with the heavy seas continually 
washing over them, the wretched sufferers had remained since 
half-past eight o'clock in the morning, .no one daring to brave the 
tempestuous billows to succour them ; and when the storm began 
to subside, although nearly one hundred spectators stood gazing 
at the wreck and the sufferings of the crew, none seemed inclined 
to proceed to their rescue^ At length Mr. Richard Sumner, a 
surgeon of Formby, stripped himself, and, with a bottle of rum 
tied round his neck, plunged into the sea and swam towards the 
wreck, which, with great difficulty, he reached. On boarding the 
wreck, Mr. Sumner found one man lifeless, enshrouded in the 
rigging (Underwood), and the rest (excepting Lancaster) almost 
dead, and foaming at the mouth. With the assistance of Lan- 
caster, a stout man, who appeared quite fresh, he administered 
rum, from the effects of which they partially revived, but remained 
quite senseless. He then got the punt righted, and, by its aid, 
succeeded in bringing the sufferers to shore. During the whole 
time Mr. Sumner was exerting himself, the listless spectators did 
not appear anxious to lend the least assistance, and, even when 
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the rum was required, he had to pay sixpence to a person to fetch 
it from a neighbouring public-house. On being brought to shore, 
the seamen gradually recovered ; but they had previously been in 
such a torpid state of insensibility, that they were not aware by 
what means they had been got ashore. There were none of the 
survivors examined in consequence of the precarious state of their 
health from the effects of cold, and other injuries sustained in. the 
wreck. The Coroner, in summing up the evidence, paid a well- 
merited compliment to M& Sumner, the surgeon, for his almost 
unexampled exertions and humanity on behalf of the survivors, 
which the master pilot present cordially joined in. — Liverpool 
Standard, Dec. 3, 1833. 

R. HOODLASS AND J. DOBSON. 

Bolton House, 29<A Jan. 1834. 

Sm, — It had been my fixed intention to make an application 
to the Royal Humane Society, on behalf of two men, namely, 
Richard Hoodlass and Joseph Dobson, who, in the most gallant 
manner, saved the lives of four out of eight, forming the crew of 
a brig that was stranded on the coast of Lincolnshire during the 
dreadful storm of the 31st of August last ; and who very nobly 
declined receiving any portion of a sum, which I immediately 
sent for the reward of those who had exerted themselves on that 
occasion ; saying, it was a sufficient satisfaction to them to have 
been able, under the blessing of Providence, to save the lives of 
four fellow-creatures. I take blame to myself for not having 
sooner made this case known to you, but I was under the full 
impression that no decision was made by the Society till near 
the time of the Anniversary Meeting, which is usually towards 
the end of April ; and that, therefore, it would be unnecessary to 
lay the statement before the Committee, till about the time of 
the meeting of Parliament, when I might probably be ia town 
myself, and could personally bring the case under their notice : I 
was greatly surprised, therefore, to find, by a statement in the 
newspaper about a fortnight ago, that the Annual Meeting for the 
adjudication of Rewards had {Jready taken place, and I requested 
my brother. Sir Edward Cust, to make inquiry of you on this 
subject Since the receipt of his answer, I have lost no time in 
procuring the precise facts of this case from C. B. Massingberd, 
Esq., my Deputy Vice-Admiral, whose report I herewith enclose. 
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I most earnestly hope, that, under all the circumstances, it may 
not be considered too late to include those two men in the list of 
those who may receive medals from the Society next April ; for, 
as their conduct is so highly deserving of commendation^ it would 
be a great mortification to myself to find, that by an accidental 
oversight of my own, they should be deprived of an honourable 
mark of distinction which would prove highly gratifying to them, 

(Signed) Brownlow. 

P. O'Callaghan, M.D. 

YoEK Hospital, Chelsea, 2^th July 1826. 

Sir, — On Tuesday evening last, while on my way to my 
quarters, through St. James's Park, my attention was directed to 
a crowd of persons collecting at the upper end of the canal, next 
to Buckingham House. On arriving at the place I found the boy 
Mitchel lying naked on the grass, having been just taken out of 
the water apparently lifeless. I had him immediately wrapped 
in a cloak, and directed the application of general friction, in 
which I was cheerfully assisted by half a dozen active young men. 
I then endeavoured to set up an artificial respiration, which after 
much difficulty I succeeded in accomplishing, and ultimately had 
the gratification of seeing the natural action of the lungs and heart 
restored, and the lad so far recovered as to allow his removal to 
the nearest hospital (Westminster). 

The elder boy, Cummings, who was lying all this time in the 
water, was now discovered, and brought out, exhibiting all the 
appearances of a body which had lain for several days under water. 
The abdomen was very much distended, the face livid, and the 
whole surface of the body perfectly bloodless and cold. Encour- 
aged by my success in the former, I was induced to try the same 
means in this apparently hopeless case. These were unremittingly 
persevered in for at least half an hour, as nearly as I can now 
compute. At last I perceived the blood beginning to return to 
the cheeks. Our exertions were now redoubled, and I was soon 
after delighted to see a slow and spontaneous movement of the 
chest. This irregular breathing was followed 'by violent convul- 
sions and screaming, which after some time gradually subsided, as 
•the heart and lungs resumed their functions. He was removed, 
under my superintendence, to his companion in the hospital ; 
where (by permission) I was allowed to visit them both, until this 
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morning, when they were discharged perfectly well. As the 
means resorted to for the purpose of exciting artificial respiration 
were suggested by the emergency of the occasion, it may not be 
uninteresting to the Society to describe them. After ineflfectually 
endeavouring to inflate the lungs with my mouth appHed directly, 
I introduced the flattened end of an amber cigar-tube between the 
boy's lips, compressing them round it, and pressing the trachea 
against the cervical vertebras, so as to obliterate the canal of the 
oesophagus, thus to prevent the air from passing into the stomach. 
I then directed one of the bystanders to secure the nostrils, and 
in this manner, by blowing into the tube, and pressing down the 
sternum alternately, I was enabled to inflate the lungs, and expel 
the air, so as to stimulate natural respiration. The names of the 
boys are John Charles Mitchel, aged twelve years, and Henry 
Cummings, aged thirteen; the former residing at No. 4 Star 
Court, Little Compton Street, and the latter at Shields Pigeon 
Shop, Crown Court, St. Giles's. P. O'Callaghan, M.D. 

Bakes, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 28th of November last, about ten p.m., the wind and 
sea raging tempestuously, a ship was observed in the greatest dis- 
tress, and to all appearance sinking, with the loss of her main and 
mizen masts, and the fore mast hanging over the side. In the 
almost and apparent fruitless efforts to launch the boat, the men 
were thrown back on the beach three dififerent times, and the boat 
bottom upwards, and the ofl&cer and his crew suflfering severely 
from the severity of the weather. These difficulties did not, how- 
ever, prevent Lieutenant Baker or his crew from persevering, and 
although the water was up to the thwarts of their boat, they 
reached the wreck, which proved to be the " Kingston" of 
London, 499 tons burthen. The Captain had left her, with six- 
teen of the crew, in this perilous state, water-logged, and without 
either rudder or stern-post, leaving five men on board, who 
were intoxicated. The wreck was at least a mile and a half 
from the shore. The length of the punt in which Lieutenant 
Baker went ofl* was only sixteen feet. The tide had ebbed an 
hour, and he had to contend with a sea which every moment 
threatened to swamp them. After undauntedly rowing for three 
hours and a half they reached the wreck. The efforts of Lieu- 
tenant Baker were miraculously successful, and to his prompt and 



48 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

intrepid conduct must be attributed the saving of the five men 
and the cargo of the vessel. 

J. Peate. 

J. Peate, on the 8th of June 1832, courageously plunged into the 
Bea, in the midst of a very dangerous surf, and by his intrepid efforts 
saved the lives of Lieut. Baker and two seamen of the "Pylades," 
who were upset, and in danger of drowning, at the entrance of 
Pemambuco. Lieutenant Baker reported this man's conduct to 
have been most active and meritorious. Two men already had 
sunk from exhaustion, when he plunged off the wreck of the boat, 
at the imminent risk of his life, and brought them safe to shore. 
Mr. Edward Oliver, also carpenter of His Majesty's sloop under 
my command, having unfortunately fallen overboard off Cape 
Horn, on the 20th of February last, would inevitably have lost 
his life, but for the timely assistance courageously rendered him 
by John Peate, who, wholly disregarding the danger into which 
he was rushing, jumped overboard, and having secured a rope 
about him, enabled him to be hoisted senseless on board. These 
two occurrences have drawn down on this young man the most 
gratifying attentions of the Lords of the Admiralty. 

R. S. Cole. ' 

On Wednesday the 28th of May 1834, as Henry Briggs 
Haversfield, a boy of eleven years of age, was imprudently bathing 
in the river Torridge, above Brideford Bridge (a very dangerous 
part of the river), he got out of his depth, and was immediately 
carried away by the force of the ebb. As he drifted down the 
stream, some lads, who were also bathing near the spot, perceived 
his danger, and one of them, named William Blake, swam out to 
his assistance. Blake reached the boy, and did his best to save 
him ; but he took such hold of him as to endanger the loss of 
both their lives, and he was compelled to shake him off. The 
boy thus left to himself, unable to swim, and in a very strong 
current, was seen to sink more than once, and must have 
perished, for his companions were too inexperienced to assist him ; 
when a youth named Robert Sandford Cole, the son of a tanner 
in Brideford, gallantly swam off to him, and with considerable 
exertion brought him on shore in a state of exhaustion. The 
day being warm, his companions, by rubbing him on the sand, in 
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a short time recovered him, but it was to Cole's courage and 
humanity that, under Divine Prpvidence, Haversfield owes his life, 
and his conduct afterwards was even more praiseworthy than the 
intrepidity he displayed, for he resolutely refused every offer of 
pecuniary reward, saying " that he had only done his duty and 
what he hoped any one would have done for him under similar 
circumstances." 

J. Fjbustead. 

On the afternoon of the 25th June 1834, as a young man 
named James Drew Mebbrey, aged twenty-seven, was bathing in the 
Thames a little below Greenwich, he got out of his depth, and being 
but an indifferent swimmer, he sank after a short struggle, and 
remained under water two or three minutes. A little boy, not 
fourteen years, belonging to the Lower School of Greenwich 
Hospital, on being informed of the circumstance, instantly plunged 
in with his clothes on, swam to the relief of the young man, 
brought him to the surface of the water, and held his head up 
until the arrival of a boat. The conduct of the boy appears to 
have been highly meritorious, and the foregoing circumstances 
detailed by him, and others who were present, are fully corro- 
borated by Mebbrey himself, who afl&rms that it was only by the 
exertions of the boy that his life was saved. 

W. D. Caeeoll, Midshipman. 

On the 21st August 1834, two boys were in a boat a short 
distance from the ship's side, and in stepping from one boat to 
another, young Douglas, a son of Sir Howard Douglas, missed 
his footing and fell overboard, when the other jumped into the 
water after him. There is no tide at Smyrna, where the ship was, 
but there was a good deal of sea, and the spectators state that 
Douglas would inevitably have been drowned but for the heroic 
conduct of Carroll, who is not much more than fifteen years of 
age, and a very much smaller boy than the other. 

A. Wakefield, Lieutenant, RK 

We were at anchor in the bay of Vourla, when a seaman, named 
George Bover, fell overboard from a boat alongside. There was 
a good deal of sea, and the man could not swim. Lieutenant 
Arthur Wakefield, who was in the ward-room at the moment, 

D 
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immediately jumped out of window, and caught Bover when 
he was three or four feet under water ; a boat went to their 
assistance. The man would certainly have been drowned if 
Mr. Wakefield had not jumped overboard. This occurred on the 
3d August. Mr. Wakefield, a few years since, jumped overboard 
from the " Rose " sloop, ship of war, at Halifax, in a very dark 
night, after a gentleman (not belonging to the navy), and succeeded 
in bringing him to the surface, but he was too far gone to be 
recovered. 

D. Litton. 

On the 15th of May 1834, as Mr. Daniel Litton was on his 
return home, near the canal in the neighbourhood of Lower Mount 
Street, Dublin, he observed a young woman of about twenty-two 
years of age, standing on the abutment of the bridge. A crowd 
had assembled on the spot, and two women present, who appeared 
to be her friends, were using every means to dissuade her from 
the rash act which from her movements they suspected she was 
about to commit. Mr. Litton desired a man to descend the bank 
of the canal, which is at that place eight feet deep, and lay hold 
of the woman until he received assistance from those above. This 
was done, and she seemed willing to accompany him, but the 
moment he let go her hand, she plunged into the water, the depth 
of which was eleven feet. Mr. Litton, on seeing the unfortunate 
woman struggling in the canal, threw off his coat and waistcoat, 
and leaving his valuable watch in charge of a respectable person 
who was in the crowd, he dashed into the water and succeeded in 
grasping the sinking woman. She, in her violent struggles, caught 
him by the body, and pulled him twice under water, so that in 
endeavouring to rescue her he was nearly drowned himself, and 
certainly would have been but for the assistance he received from 
a pole which was stretched out to him. By this means he and 
the woman, whom he continued to grasp firmly, were dragged on 
shore. Mr. Litton had barely strength to catch the end of the 
pole. When Mr. Litton recovered from the effects of his recent 
danger, he accompanied Mr. Brassington, who came up at the 
moment, to his house in Mount Street, where he changed his 
wet clothes. The poor woman was conveyed to Sir Patrick Dun's 
Hospital, and has since been declared out of danger. It is but 
justice to Mr. Litton to say that he was the only person in the 
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crowd who had courage and humanity to risk his life on the 
occasion, and his health was injured in the violence of his efforts 
to save the life of his perishing fellow-creature. 

LoBD A. Lennox, 71st Keoiment. 

Upon the 5th of August 1833, the steam-vessel "James 
Watt," standing into the bay of Scarborough for the landing and 
embarkation of passengers, at a time when there was a good deal 
of sea running, a boat from the shore with thirteen or fourteen 
X)ersons on board, coming incautiously alongside, was struck by one 
of the paddles, and immediately sunk. A passenger of the steam- 
vessel, Lord Arthur Lennox, of the 71st Regiment, just throwing 
off his jacket, threw himself into the sea, and by his exertions most 
certainly saved the life of one, otherwise drowning, man, and by 
his example, stimulating all others who could make themselves 
useful under the circumstances, either in the boats which happened 
to be passing, or on board the " James Watt," from which ropes 
were thrown over, and every other possible assistance given, the 
lives of the whole but one individual (a Mr. Johnson) were 
fortunately saved ; while, before his Lordship could himself be 
hauled on board, on his return alongside, his wife was observed to 
be in the greatest peril 

Colonel Gilbekt. 

On Monday afternoon, 5th November 1834, a young gentle- 
man incautiously ventured into a boat on the lake at Pitville, 
Cheltenham, which he soon found himself unable to manage. 
When in the centre of the piece of water he accidentally upset 
the boat, to the side of which he clung for some little time ; and 
although several persons were on the banks, they were unable to 
render any assistance. The youth was nearly exhausted, and the 
screams of a young lady whom he had accompanied to Pitville, 
were truly heartrending. The head of the youth was now seen at 
intervals, to sink under water, from which he rose himself again 
with great and almost convulsive effort. At this perilous moment 
Colonel Gilbert, one of the stewards of the races, was returning to 
his residence on horseback from the steeple-chase, but attracted by 
the cries of the lady and the people on the bank, he immediately 
dismounted, threw off his coat and hat, and plunged into the water. 
Although the gallant ColoneFs swimming was somewhat impeded 
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by his being booted and spurred, he soon succeeded in reaching 
the boat, where he had some difficulty in avoiding the grasp of 
the young man, which might have proved fatal to both, and at 
the same time to prevent his sinking, should he loosen his hold on 
the boat. The Colonel, however, managed adroitly to guide the 
boat with one hand and to swim with the other, until he got into 
shallow water. In this manner he conducted the young man, who 
was almost reduced to a state of insensibility, safely to land, and 
thus bravely rescued him. 

Mes. J. Savory. 

Custom House, 29th October 1834. 

During the month of September 1834, when Mrs. J. Savory, 
of Bond Street, was staying at Littlehampton in Sussex, a little 
child only three years of age, the son of Mr. Andrews of Bond 
Street, fell into the sea. Mrs. Savory was sitting on the beach 
with a book, and without thinking of danger, she plunged into the 
sea quite out of her depth, which nearly overwhelmed her. She 
seized the boy's clothes, and after a hazardous struggle for some 
minutes, in which she was knocked down by the wave, saved his 
life, and he is now living and welL 

David Keys, Lieutenant, E.N. 

On the 1 6th October, a market-boat belonging to Beer-Ferris, a 
small village about eight miles up the Tamar, on her return from 
Devonport in a gale of wind, with eleven passengers on board, 
upset when passing near the " Bombay." The accident was ob- 
served by lieut. David Keys, from the " Invincible," who, with 
Mr. Alexander Greig, boatswain, William Douk, and William 
Dennis, shipkeepers, and John Wood, boy, pushed off to their as- 
sistance, and with much peril, by prompt exertion, rescued the 
whole, with the exception of one aged female, from inevitable 
death. In this laudable endeavour to save life, lieut. Keys 
(seniority 21st July 1798), a most deserving officer, received so 
serious an injury, as to render him for ever unfit for active service. 
As it blew a heavy gale of wind at the time of the accident, Lieut 
Keys, his boatswain, men, and boy, were exposed to great risk 
while hauling in the bodies from the wreck. 
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J. Eay. 



In the early part of November 1834, "the gales all round the 
coast were unusually strong, while on Friday, the 7 th inst., it blew 
so violent a hurricane for six or seven hours, that a captain of the 
Koyal Navy declared that he had never known one equal to it in 
England. As soon as it was light, a pilot-boat went off to warn 
the crew of a small vessel that they were in danger, and offered 
to tow them in to the pier. To this the crew said they dared not 
consent, as their master, who was on shore all night, had strictly 
desired them not to do so, it is supposed, to save the harbour 
dues. The pilot returned, and in less than an hour the gale in- 
creased so much that the vessel was thrown on shore close to the 
rocks, and every one predicted that she would soon go to pieces. 
There were three men on board, and as they were seen in the 
rigging, it was hoped, if they could hold on till the tide turned, 
that their lives might be spared ; but the general opinion was 
that the mast would give way. The only preparation to save lives 
here is a mortar to throw a line over the stranded vessel, which 
is kept at the Preventive Station on the Castle-hill, exactly on the 
opposite side of the bay to that on which the wreck lay. A 
gentleman sent his horse and cart to the station, and the men, 
mortar, etc., were soon on their way ; but owing to there being 
only enclosed fields all round the cliffs, it was very difficult to 
get it to the place ; it was however fired ; the rope went on the 
vessel, though not as it should have done, and, owing to the nature 
. of the coast, the only man who could tie himself to it was fearful 
of being dashed on the rocks, and preferred remaining on the 
mast as long as he was able. Early in the morning a gentleman, 
staying here for a short time, offered to go in a boat with men, to 
whom he would give a guinea each for accompanying him ; but 
the risk was considered too great, and none would go. About 
ten o'clock two men, named Nash and Davies, said they would 
venture, if their own men would man the boats ; this was agreed 
to. This was entirely vidthout the hope of reward, for the gentle- 
man was gone long before. After almost incredible labour, they 
succeeded in throwing a rope on board the wreck, which one of 
the sufferers providentially caught, and threw himself clear of the 
wreck inta the sea. He was then dragged through the water into 
the boat, to windward of the vessel, and the same method was 
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successfully pursued towards another ; but the poor unfortunate 
remaining lad was so much benumbed and exhausted, that in at- 
tempting to ascend the rigging, he fell to about the spot he had 
previously occupied, with his heels uppermost, and lay in that 
position for some time. At length, recovering himself a little, he 
again attempted to mount the shrouds, but very slowly, and as if 
much hurt. He had reached the cross-trees, and was about to throw 
himself oflF, when the vessel gave a lurch, and he was thrown into 
the sea, but unfortunately on that side of the vn*eck which the 
boats could not by any possible exertions reach. At this moment 
John Ray, a Ceylonese (formerly a pearl-diver), jumped from one 
of the boats into the shrouds, and was on deck in an instant ; he 
saw the poor drowning creature holding by something on the 
ship's side, and went into the sea after him — the waves at this 
time washing over them ; notwithstanding which, Ray, regardless 
of his own perilous situation, made twelve or fifteen efforts to get 
the lad on deck, and supported him until he was washed away 
and engulfed in the waves. The gesture of despair which Ray 
assumed when be could no longer see his drowning fellow-creature 
was most touching, and as nothing further could be done, he again 
ascended the rigging, and throwing himself into the sea, was taken 
into the boat. A liberal subscription has been raised at Tenby 
for the sufferers and the noble fellows who rescued them ; but 
Ray*s conduct deserves something more, and it is hoped the Royal 
Humane Society will notice the undaunted humanity of the brave 
Ceylonese." 

0. Owens. 

Petition of Robert Brown, Carpenter of H.M. packet " Harle- 
quin," — Holyhead, October 11,1 834, — Humbly showeth, That on 
the evening of Saturday, October 4th, my child William Brown, 
whilst playing with other children, fell from the jetty-head, a 
height of thirty feet at least, it being low water at the time. I 
was an eye-witness of his awful situation, but too far off to render 
him any assistance. At the moment every hope was destroyed in 
my mind, a boy named Owen Owens, only thirteen years of age, son 
of the mate of the " Countess '* of Liverpool, plunged in after him 
and rescued him from a watery grave. To the humane, to the 
benevolent, but more especially to every parent, I most humbly, 
yet earnestly, appeal in behalf of this youth, who, when every 
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effort on the part of my poor child had ceased, and when the 
waters were fast closing over him, at the risk of his own life, 
restored a beloved child to his parents. 

(Signed) Thoicas Brown." 

" I certify to the truth of the annexed statement, as I was in 
a boat at the time, but too far to render any service, as the boy, 
William Brown, was, I understand, sinking when Owens jumped 
in and rescned him, at the risk of his own life.*' 

M. Vandee Ham. 
The barque " Tasmania,*' of Whitby, Captain G. W. MenneU, 
bound from St Petersburg to London, with a cargo of tallow, 
encountered a dreadful gale of wind, when within «bout twenty miles 
of the English coast, on the 15th October 1834, by which she was 
driven over to the Dutch coast, near the Helder, and there wrecked 
on the 17 th of the same month. The tempest raged with such 
impetuosity, the crew were obliged to be lashed to the pumps, 
which, in consequence of the ship having sprung a leak as soon 
as the gale commenced, were required to be kept constantly going. 
Upon approaching the shore the anchors were let go, and the 
top-masts cut away, in hopes that the ship would ride out the 
gale ; but the storm continuing with unabated violence, the ship 
was rapidly driving up to the strand. The bulwarks, boats, 
and everything were now completely swept away, one of the 
dead-lights and cabin windows stove in, the cabin filled with 
water, and the ship was water-logged. The crew, from long ex- 
posure and excessive fatigue, being quite exhausted, the only hope 
which remained to them of saving their lives was in their last 
alternative of slipping from their anchors, and running the ship 
on the beach. It was about one o'clock in the afternoon when 
she went on shore. The spectators crowded on the beach, and 
the lifeboat was launched, but in the attempt to get off to the 
ship she capsized, and as the sea was high and dangerous, all 
further exertions to rescue them were abandoned in dismay. At 
this period, however, a man named Mertinez Vander Ham, the 
master of a sloop, having received information of the wreck when 
on his way to a place a few miles distant, came to the spot, and 
perceiving the perilous situation of the crew, at once determined 
on making an attempt to swim to the wreck with a rope, against 
the strongest remonstrances. Having quickly disengaged a rope 
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from the sails which drifted on shore, he tied it round his waist, 
directing the other extremity to be held by those on shore, giving 
them to understand that any pressure on the line similar to that 
which would be produced by a dead weight being attached, was 
to be the signal of his inability to reach the ship, and upon which 
they were instantly to haul him back again. He then proceeded 
in his hazardous attempt, although doubtful whether he would 
succeed ; and although the distance from the ship to the shore was 
not many ship's length, it was not believed possible that a human 
being could stem so heavy a sea. This Martinez accomplished 
after an arduous struggle, during which he had to dive repeatedly, 
as each sea approached, to avoid its power ; he established, how- 
ever, a communication by a rope from the ship to the shore. It 
was now nine o'clock, and already had the master and one seaman 
perished, and the cook was in a lifeless state, lashed to the fore- 
mast. The rest of the crew, eleven in number, including the 
master's son, were in succession assisted by Martinez to the shore. 
Only two or three who were on the forecastle could have survived 
till morning, and if the ship had broken up, they also must have 
perished. An eye-witness of the occurrence sent Martinez anony- 
mously twelve gilders, which he divided among the men who had 
assisted him, refusing to participate himself in the reward, being 
content with the gratitude of those whom he had saved. The 
mate and the master's son were taken to his house and hospitably 
treated, until they left upon their return to England. 

IVIe. FiTZJAJiES, Midshipman. 

The weather was so rough at the end of January 1835 as to 
retard the final embarkation of the " Euphrates' " stores at liver- 
pool. Whilst a small vessel was alongside with the powder, one 
of the men employed fell into the river, and was immediately 
carried rapidly astern. The current was running four miles an 
hour, and therefore the man must, in all human probability, have 
perished before the boat could be manned to go to his assistance, 
but for the intrepid conduct of one of the officers of the expedition, 
Mr. Fitzjames, Midshipman, who jumped into the sea, just as he 
stood, embarrassed with a great-coat, etc., and having a valuable 
watch of M'Oabe's in his pocket, regardless of which he swam to 
the man's rescue, and supported him by the hair of the head until 
both were picked up by the boat. 
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J. 0. Crawford, Midshipman. 

"This is to certify, that Mr. James C. Crawford, College 
Midshipman of His Majesty's ship ' Dublin,' then under my com- 
mand, did jump overbcmrd in a most gallant style, at ten o'clock 
at night, on the 26th of January 1834, in Coquimbo harbour, and 
assisted in saving the life of James Welsh, seaman, who had fallen 
overboard from the fore chains. 

"J. TowNSBND, Captain, R.N'* 

" This is to certify, that Mr. James C. Crawford, College Midship- 
man, of his Majesty's ship ' Dublin,' then under my command, did 
jump overboard on the 31st of September 1834, in Hamoaze, and 
gallantly saved the life of David Houston (A. B.), who had fallen 
overboard, and must inevitably have perished but for Mr. Craw- 
ford's determined conduct at the moment. Houston had been 
severely injured in the right hand, and was at the time of the 
accident under the care of the surgeon. 

« J. TowNSEND, Captain, R,N'* 

J. MORUM. 

On Thursday the 1 2th of May, about one o'clock, Mary Roberts, 
of No. 14 Church Street, Blackfriars Road, a child under two 
years and a half old, whilst playing, fell down the privy, a depth 
of seven feet, from which situation she moved a distance of nine 
or ten yards along the sewer, and from twenty to twenty-five 
minutes elapsed before she was missing. On discovering her 
situation, John Morum, a mechanic in the employ of Messrs. 
Pontifex, of Shoe Lane, an inmate of the house, immediately de- 
scended, and after proceeding near the above distance, in a depth 
of excessively strong soil, varying from four to five feet, and at 
the imminent risk of his life (for just before reaching the child, 
he found a sudden increase of depth, and had he proceeded a yard 
further, destruction would have been inevitable), as the last step 
he took he sank upwards of two feet, and but for the circum- 
stance of reaching the side of the sewer was he enabled to recover 
himself with the child in view. By an extraordinary effort, he 
succeeded in dragging it to him, and in about fifteen minutes 
rescued the child, in nearly a lifeless state, and he himself in 
extreme exhaustion ; but by the application of warm baths and 
other restoratives, under the direction of our medical adviser, Mr. 
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Yeldham, of Great Surrey Street, the child is now restored to per- 
fect health. 

G. S. Keys. 

On Saturday evening, May 16, 1835, Mr. George Scott Keys 
evinced considerable courage and humanity, in rescuing from the 
Grand Surrey Canal, between eight and nine feet deep, two boys. 
It is only due to him that his meritorious conduct should be 
made known to the Eoyal Humane Society. 

The youth is only sixteen years of age ; but the promptitude 
and discretion with which he acted (no other assistance being at 
hand) would be highly creditable to one much older. 

This is not the only instance of similar usefulness on his part, 
as, about three years ago, he saved the life of a boy who was knocked 
into the canal at Peckham by a dog. 

"This is to certify, that on Saturday evening, the 16th of 
May 1836, two children, named George and Charles Wiggins, 
aged three and five years, whilst playing on the bank of the Grand 
Surrey Canal, fell into the water, and would in all probability 
have been drowned, had they not been extricated by the exertions 
of a young gentleman, Mr. George Scott Keys, who plunged in 
with his clothes on, and saved them. The elder boy, when taken 
out, ran first to me, being but little injured ; and the younger one 
was delivered to me by the young gentleman. Both the children 
must have been under the water, from the state they were in ; 
and I have no doubt the little one would have been lost but for 
the prompt assistance rendered by the young gentleman, as he was 
insensible when first brought to me ; and there was no other as- 
sistance at hand. The mother of the children having been con- 
fined only the same morning, I took charge of them, and put 
them to bed ; and they are now recovered. The elder boy's fright 
rendered him incapable of giving any account how it happened, 
and the other is too young to do so. 

" Susannah Clifford." 

J. Tyfer. 

On Saturday, the 20th of July, about one p.m., a youth, named 
Ckorge Phillips, was in the act of drowning whilst bathing in the 
new cut of the river Lea. J. Tyfer instantly ran to the spot, 
plunged in with his clothes on^ and rescued the body, but not 
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until the vital spark had fled, as it was twenty-five minutes in the 
water before he could discover it 

That at the time J. Tyfer was giving his evidence, the same 
evening, in relation to the said case, he was informed that George 
Bennett, who had gone to bathe, was in the act of drowning, and 
had sunk twice without the power of helping himself ; whereupon 
he instantly left the court, plunged into the water, and succeeded 
in bringing him safe to the shore, quite exhausted. 

J. Tyfer saved the life of the said Gteorge Bennett at the risk 
of his own, and against the remonstrances of the bystanders as to 
the hazard of the attempt. That the said George Bennett was so 
much exhausted as to have remained in a state of stupor for 
several hours, and was confined to his bed during the following 
morning. 

S. BlECH. 

" I do hereby certify, that on Saturday, the 1st of August, I 
saw Samuel Birch come out of a loft, run to the edge of the quay, 
plunge into the water, which was fourteen feet deep, with his 
clothes and heavy nailed shoes on, and bring Mr. Cavell on shore, 
almost lifeless. 

" About fourteen months ago, I saw the said Samuel Birch 
jump from the quay (a height of ten feet), and save a boy named 
Stadden. Benjamin Laker." 

" We, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that after William 
Cavell was conveyed into the house, it appeared to us he was 
nearly exhausted ; and we firmly believe that, had it not been for 
the intrepidity of Samuel Birch, the said William Cavell would 
have been drowned. John Iron, Harbour-Master, 

Thos. Coleman, Surgeon," 

G. DONBFORD. 

.Sir, — ^As surgeon of His Majesty's ships in ordinary at Ports- 
mouth, permit me to call your attention to the extraordinary exer- 
tions of George Doneford, a seaman of this ship, whose exemplary 
and gallant conduct has repeatedly called forth the admiration and 
respect of his officers and shipmates ; and it will be rendering an , 
essential service if the Royal Humane Society will confer on this 
man a mark of its distinction. 

In May 1835, the wife of Peter Razon, of the Royal Marines, 
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threw herself overboard in a fit of frenzy. The sentry on duty, 
although unable to swim, from the excitement of the moment, 
jumped after her. Doneford, who was then on the quarter-deck, 
perceiving their perilous situation, sprang to the top of the landing- 
place, a considerable height (for this is a three-decked ship), and 
from thence into the sea ; and, notwithstanding the strength of 
the tide and the difficulties he had to contend with, successfully 
preserved both their lives, by bringing them, the one after the 
other, to an empty boat laying alongside the ship. 

Injustice to Doneford, I beg to add that, in 1830, he saved 
the life of John Brown, a seaman, who was nearly drowned, as 
well as three other persons at different periods. 

Chas. Matbebby. 

W. DUNBAB. 

Stb, — May I be allowed to forward you a statement which I 
shall feel grateful if you will lay before the Royal Humane 
Society 1 

On Thursday, the 27th of August 1835, I took a boat for the 
purpose of proceeding to Westminster, and had not reached Black- 
friars' Bridge when we observed the " Sylph " steamer, for Wool- 
wich, coming down the river with passengers from Hungerford 
stairs. The boatman, either from inattention or fear, pulled his 
boat completely under her bows, upon which I, although unable to 
swim, leaped into the river, hoping to escape the paddles, and I 
shortly afterwards appeared astern of her, for a few seconds, I 
believe, and then went down again ; upon which a brave and 
generous fellow, named William Dunbar, of Woolwich, one of the 
crew of the " Sylph," jumped from the deck of the packet, and 
swam towards me. I rose a second time, but he was not near 
enough to render me any assistance. On my re-appearing above 
the water a third time, he took me bylny hand, and kept me above 
water until boats rowed off. I was then conveyed on shore, after 
having been in the water three or four minutes, and taken to Mr. 
William Smith's, a medical assistant of your valuable institution. 

I should fiirther state that Dunbar, on another occasion, 
rescued a boy from drowning at Woolwich. He is exceedingly 
anxious to have the medal of the Boyal Humane Society, in pre^ 
ference to a pecuniary reward. The passengers of the " Sylph" 
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instantly entered into a subscription, and presented Dunbar with 
three pounds for his brave and disinterested conduct. 

W. 0. Sole. 

Payne. 

CAMBRiDaE Heath, Sept 10, 1835. 

Sir, — Yesterday morning, about eight o'clock, as I was look- 
ing from my window up the canal, I observed a great motion in 
the water, and suddenly a gentleman named Payne, of No. 3 
Crescent Cottages, Cambridge Heath, rushed into the canal, and 
rescued a woman, who had thrown herself in : she required but 
little professional assistance. 

I think Mr. Payne deserving of notice by your Society : his 
efforts were prompt and eflTective. He rushed into the water with 
all his clothes on, and brought the woman out, on the opposite 
side of the canal, at great risk, and entirely unassisted. I never 
saw a more humane and effective endeavour to save life. 

William Tidy. 

Sir, — I have inquired into the particulars of the above case, 
and it is my opinion that Mr. Payne's exertions deserve a medal, 
as he nobly risked his life on the occasion. I am, etc. 

J. B. BCJNNING. 
PiGOU. 

Chatham, 28^ Aiigust 1835. 

Sir, — I beg leave to make known through you the gallant con- 
duct of Mr. Pigou, yesterday, in saving a man's life at Pontoon 
practice, as reported to me by Captain Alderson, of the Royal 
Engineers, who was the senior officer present when the circum- 
stance occurred. 

The East India Company's sappers and miners were employed 
at the time, in concert with the Royal sappers and miners, the men 
of both corps being mixed in each Pontoon, according to custom. 
Mr. Pigou had the command of one Pontoon : and in returning to 
his moorings, on leaving off for the afternoon, private Edward 
Williams fell overboard into deep water, the tide running very 
strong at the time, so that he must have been drowned, but that 
Mr. Pigou, who is an excellent swimmer, immediately plunged in 
after him, and saved him, all the other Pontoons being at some 
distance at the time. The man himself could not swim. 

I have. noticed Mr. Pigou's conduct, in order that he may meet 
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with that praise which he deserves ; and I have great pleasure 
in now reporting the circumstance. I remain, etc. 

0. W. Pasley, Col. R,E. 

F. Do^t:y, 

On Sunday, the 7th ult., Francis Dovey, with some other boys, 
took a walk near the Loe pool, a large piece of water separated 
from the sea by a bar of sand. When passing through Negibna 
Grove, they were alarmed by shrieks of distress, and, on looking 
towards the water, they beheld two boys struggling, and in a sink- 
ing state. Hastening to their assistance, young Dovey, who is only 
the size of a boy about thirteen or fourteen years of age, threw 
off his coat and waistcoat while running to the spot, and, glanc- 
ing at the uplifted hands of both the boys, who were quite exhausted 
and already nearly under water, he unhesitatingly dashed towards 
the outermost of the two, thinking him in most danger, and, after 
a struggle, succeeded in bringing him to the shore. Leaving him 
to the care of his companions, he directed his efforts towards the 
other boy, but on turning round he discovered that the poor little 
fellow had disappeared. Hovever, nothing daunted, young Dovey 
disencumbered himself of the remainder of his dress, and dived 
after the body, but could not recover it. 

The fathers of the two unfortunate boys were by this time 
brought to the spot, and a boat soon arrived, by the help of which 
the body was shortly afterwards found ; but alas ! life was ex- 
tinct. The agonized distress of the afflicted parent cannot be 
described. 

The boys were the children of brothers, named Julian, and were 
bathing, when the one who was drowned had left the water to 
dress : a younger brother, who had not been in the water, sud- 
denly exclaimed, " look, look ; cousin is drowning ! " The boy 
instantly turned round, and perceivmg his cousin in great danger, 
with feelings of affection hastened to his relief, but unfortunately, 
precipitated himself into similar danger by getting into water that 
deepened abruptly from three to ten feet, so that the poor lad 
actually perished in attempting to save his cousin. Dovey says 
he thinks he could have saved the one that was drowned, had 
he had help to carry the first one through the shallow water, 
for that part of the operation took some time, and required all his 
strength, ba the boy was about the same size as himself. 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 63 

J. SOMERVILLE, LIEUTENANT, RN. 

Coast Guakd Station, NbwRomney, Oct, 2, 1835. 
Sir, — It has pleased Almighty God to crown our efforts this 
morning in saving the lives of five men and a boy from the wreck 
of the brig " Industry," of Sunderland, from thence with coals, 
bound to Shoreham. At midnight, we observed a light about 
two miles to the westward of the rampart, and, gradually drifting 
to the eastward until it arrived abreast of my station, I concluded 
it was a vessel that had drifted from her anchors. At 2.30 the 
light disappeared, and, as the flood tide had made, I trusted she 
would fleet. I had lanterns, lead and line, in case they might 
take to their boat, to show them we were prepared to render them 
our very best assistance. As the day dawned, we observed her 
on her beam-ends. I immediately sent on to apprise Lieutenant 
Simmonds ; and fearing, from the great weight of the life-boat, 
that she would not be in sufficient time to save the poor helpless 
crew, who were clinging to the foretopmast shrouds, with a tre- 
mendoiis sea breaking over them, I instantly launched the galley, 
and took with me four men ; and in truth, sir, I cannot sufficiently 
express my gratitude for the noble, cool, and collected exemplary 
conduct of my crew on this momentous occasion : had it been 
otherwise, we must have all perished, but by keeping the boat's 
bow to the sea, we gradually dropped down on the lee bow of the 
wreck, when from the foretopmast shrouds they dropped into the 
galley one by one. After we baled the boat out by the two after- 
men, the water was up to the thwarts. We then gradually drop- 
ped down to our ninth station, when the boat upset ; and had it 
not been for Lieutenant Simmonds and his crew, with the remain- 
der of the Littlestone crew, all of whom, observing our perilous 
situation, hastened to our relief, we must have been drowned — 
myself for one, for unfortunately I cannot swim, and was under 
the boat when she upset. The master and crew are at the watch- 
house, and gratefully acknowledge the assistance rendered them. 

John Someeville, Lieuty R.N, 

J. B. WiLLOUGHBY, MIDSHIPMAN. 

On the morning of the 12th instant, a little boy, named 
Douglas, fell overboard from the " Vigo " Hulk, in this harbour, 
it blowing very fresh at the time, and the tide running between 
four and five knots ; when Mr. J. £. Willoughby, Midshipman 
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of H. M. ship " Rodney," threw himself overboard with his 
clothes on, and succeeded in saving the life of the lad, who had 
already gone down once, and was in the act of sinking again. 

Such was the coldness of the water and strength of the tide, 
that it is considered proper to make known Mr. Willoughby's 
meritorious and gallant act of saving the life of a fellow-creature 
at the imminent risk of losing his own. 

D. Hill. 

On "Wednesday afternoon, the 2d of September 1835, a young 
girl, about seven years old (Emma Christie), while amusing her- 
self in one of the pinnaces moored at the point of the chain pier, 
Newport, fell into the water, and, the tide coming in at the time, 
she was carried rapidly up the river. The piercing screams of 
her elder sister instantly attracted the attention of Mr. David 
Hill, jun., of the Dundee Courier office, then walking on the pier, 
who hastened to the spot, and, discovering the child, struggling 
below the water, threw ofif his coat, and swam to her assistance. 
When he reached the girl, she grasped his legs with such force 
that he found it impossible to swim ; and having been dragged 
below the water, with a powerful effort he disengaged hunself, 
imd, for self-preservation, swam to the shore. Urged by the hope 
of yet saving the life of a helpless fellow-creature, Mr. Hill again 
swam out, and seized the child by the clothes. He was again 
subjected to her grasp, but fortunately her little hands fixed on 
his right arm, in which position, with a desperate struggle, and 
sinking often under the water, he reached the pier, and was pulled 
on shore by the boatmen who had congregated round the spot. 

As the humane, prompt, and intrepid conduct displayed by Mr. 
Hill on the occasion cannot be too highly appreciated, your peti- 
tioners humbly conceive that he is a fit and proper person to 
deserve the notice of the Royal Humane Society. 

R. H. BuNBUKY, Lieutenant, R.N. 

To Vice- Admiral Sir Josias Rowley ^ Bart, K.C.B.^ etc, 

H. M. S. Thundkbeb, at Sea, Meditebbanean, 

September 14, 1835. 
Sib, — I have the satisfaction of calling your attention to an 
act of self-devotion in the cause of humanity, on the part of 
lieutenant Richard H. Bunbury, of this ship. 
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The evening before last, just at dusk, he jumped overboard 
after a man who had fallen from the main yard, and was mainly 
instrumental in saving his life. 

When I take into consideration that Lieutenant Bunbury has 
lost his right arm close below the elbow, and the state of the 
weather at the time, when, as you may remember, sir, the ships 
were under treble-reefed main, and close-reefed fore and mizen 
topsails, with much sea running, and the night fast closing in, I 
cannot find words to express the high sense I entertain of this 
heroic act. — I have the honour, etc. 

W. F. Wise, Captain, 

"Thundeeee," at Sea, lith Sept: 1835. 
SiE, — I beg you will be kind enough to submit for the con- 
sideration of the Royal Humane Society the enclosed copy of a 
letter which I have addressed to the Admiral commanding in the 
Mediterranean, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Eichard 
Hanmer Bunbury on the occasion referred to. — I have the honour, 
efc W. F. Wise, Captain, 

Pkitchakd. 

On the morning of Friday, the 31st July 1835, Mr. Pritch- 
ard, of Doctors' Commons, accompanied by Mr. Oliver Fowler, 
Stephen Whitehead, a lad aged ten years, and a waterman, went 
in a boat from Greenhithe towards the " Pearl ** steamer, then 
proceeding from Gravesend to London. On coming alongside, 
the boat was made fast to the steamer as usual. The impetus of 
the steamer was very considerable, apparently from the power of 
the engine not being slackened as the boat approached, into 
which a quantity of water was consequently thrown. As the lad 
Whitehead was stepping on board the steamer, the boat swung 
outwards, he lost his balance, and fell overboard. Mr. Pritchard 
caught hold of him as he was falling, and was near throwing him 
back into the boat ; but as he necessarily leaned a little forward 
for that purpose, the boat continuing its motion outwards, swung 
from under him likewise, and they were both precipitated into the 
water, and carried by the force of the current a considerable dis- 
tance from the vessel Mr. Pritchard, however, succeeded in 
retaining a firm grasp of the lad, and, although he could not swim, 
he continued to support himself and the lad in the water until a 

E 
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boat reached them, grasping the gunwale of which, Mr. Pritchard 
lifted the lad in, and then, assisted by Mr. Fowler, got into it 
himself, 

J. Ellerthorpe. 

John Ellerthorpe, a sailor on board the New Holland packet, 
on Thursday the 19 th of November, rescued a fellow-creature from 
a watery grave. Ellerthorpe had been on watch on board the 
packet, and was partly undressed, just turning in, about 8.30 
P.M., when he heard a plunge in the water, and, running on deck, 
he sung out, " Is any one overboard 1 '* but the pier being deserted, 
he received no answer. Hearing a struggle in the distance, no 
object being visible, Ellerthorpe threw himself into the water, 
and swam to the place from whence the noise proceeded. The 
drowning person seized hold of him, and got so entangled as to 
carry Ellerthorpe down with him; they rose again, and Eller- 
thorpe having ifreed himself, called to the man to hold only by 
his shoulders, and thus took him swimming on shore. His re- 
ward was, the grateful thanks of Robert Brown, the rescued man, 
a sailor belonging to North Shields, unable to swim. 

This man seems to be placed on board the packet, which 
is constantly crossing the Humber several times in the day, be- 
tween Lincolnshire and Hull, as if by an overruling Providence, 
for the preservation of the lives of his creatures. 

The following persons have been saved by Ellerthorpe :— 

In August 1833, Mary Ann Day, about six years of age, fell 
into the harbour. EUerthorpe jumped overboard, caught her as 
she rose to the surface, and restored her to her friends. 

On the 11th of November 1833, a man fell into the Humber 
dock basin. Ellerthorpe sprang across two keels, and directed 
by the sound, swam about ten yards, when he discovered the 
object of his search almost exhausted, and, with the assistance 
of the keelman, he was recovered. The night was dark and 
tempestuous. 

On the 4th of October 1834, an old man fell from the land- 
ing-place of the Grimsby Packets : he was seventy-five years of 
age, and very feeble. Ellerthorpe, who was standing at the door 
of the Minerva hotel, the moment he heard the cry of '' A man 
overboard 1 " although the night was dark, jumped in and caught 
hold of the man ; but owing to his feeble state, and having a 
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heavy great-coat on, it was with great difl&culty that Ellerthorpe 
could reach the breakwater, to which he clung until assistance 
reached him. 

In September 1834, Richard Chapman, about seven years of 
age, fell into the water from the Humber dock pier. Ellerthorpe 
was not present ; but the moment he heard the alarm, he ran to 
the spot, and had to leap from a height of at least fourteen feet, 
and could but just discern the hands of the boy he saved. 

In the same month of that year Robert Leeson fell into the 
harbour at New Holland ferry, and' disappeared. Ellerthorpe 
dived and brought him up. Another sailor who could not swim, 
having jumped overboard to assist, Ellerthorpe also had to rescue 
him from his perilous situation. 

In May 1833, a boy named Wilson, aged twelve years, fell 
into the Humber Dock basin. Upon seeing a crowd collected 
trying to save him with hooks, Ellerthorpe instantly dived, brought 
him up, and restored him to his friends. 

In August 1834, Sarah Harland, a very stout woman, about 
forty years of age, fell overboard. The moment the alarm was 
given, Ellerthorpe jumped overboard, caught her by the clothes 
as she was floating away, and rescued her. 

J. Bamfobd. 

On the 28th of December 1835, a boy ventured on the ice, 
but, owing to the rapid thaw, it broke under him, and he was in 
great danger of being drowned. Ropes were instantly procured, 
but they unfortunately broke in the attempt to release him from 
his perilous situation. Mr. James Bamford, of the Ordnance 
Department, sprang on the ice, which gave way with him, and by 
swimming and breaking a passage for himself, he reached the 
little fellow at the moment he was sinking, and fastening a rope 
round his arm he was dragged to the shore. Mr. Bamford had 
much difficulty and risk in saving himself after he rescued the 
boy. 

H, Beockwell. 

Henry Brockwell, a seaman of H.MS. " Malabar," on the 
night of the 15th of January 1836, in the most gallant and 
intrepid manner jumped overboard in Cadiz Bay and saved the 
life of John Pepper, seaman. I consider it my duty to represent 
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the case to the Royal Humane Society* Pepper's life was nearly 
extinct. The night was excessively cold, and a strong tide was 
running at the time. W. A. Montague, Captain. 

J. Price. 

By the sudden bursting of a cesspool in Blackman Street on 
Tuesday night, February 16, 1836, a man who was excavating 
for a drain, overcome by the stench, fell into the soil ; two others 
descended to his assistance, but they shared the same fate, and 
but for the promptness and intrepidity of James Price, of the M 
Division of the Metropolitan Police, No. 160, all three must 
have inevitably been suflfocated. It has seldom fallen to my lot 
to witness such entire self-possession, himianity, and good judg- 
ment as he evinced in the execution of a task of such difficulty 
and delicacy. When I first saw them they were floating in the 
soil at the bottom of the hole perfectly insensible. Price would 
inst£uitly have gone down to their relief, but we persuaded him to 
secure a rope round his body. One of the labourers was insen- 
sible for upwards of forty-eight hours after. The accident 
occurred in the middle of the night, when assistance was very 
difficult to be obtained. 

W. H. DOBBIE. 

• This is to certify that on the " Magicienne's'* carrying away 
her jib-boom in a heavy squall off Cascaes on the 8th of 
September 1836, when on her way into the Tagus, three men 
fell overboard. Mr. William Hugh Dobbie, mate, at the greatest 
risk, and with the utmost gallantry and promptitude, instantly 
jumped overboard to their relief, the ship at the time going above 
nine knots, and was of great assistance in enabling them to reach 
the life-buoy. 6. W. St. John Mildmay, Capt 

In 1831 the honorary medallion of the Koyal Humane 
Society was presented to Mr. Dobbie for his courage and 
humanity. 

Me. Thompson. 

On the 10th of July 1836, Mr. Robert Edwards, when bathing 
in the river Severn at Shrewsbury, fell suddenly into a deep part of 
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the river and was instantly beyond his depth. He sank several 
times, and when Mr. Thomson approached him, he seized and so 
far overpowered him that both" were in great danger. Fortunately, 
however, Mr. Thompson, who is but a youth, disengaged himself, 
and succeeded in bringing the drowning lad on shore. This is 
the second life this young gentleman has saved. 

L. G. Palmee, M.D., RN. 

On the 7th of July 1836, Mr. Leonard Gillespie Palmer, of 
H.M. brig " Partridge," saw a number of persons running across 
the railroad between Dublin and Kingstown, and on being informed 
that a man was drowning, he instantly undressed, jumped into 
the sea, and swam out to his relief. The drowning man appeared 
but a speck on the water, and he lost sight of him. On turning 
round, however, to inquire where he was, he caught a glimpse of 
him on the top of a wave. Calling to him to cheer up and 
splash about in the water, he got close to him, but he found the 
man floating on his face, the head nearly under water. By 
swimming and pushing he got him to within about ten yards 
of the shore, when a man went off and assisted Mr. Palmer to 
get him out. His name was Charles, and he had a wife and 
family to support 

F. W. Mant, Midshipman. 

An ofl&cer belonging to H.M. schooner " Pickle," in February 
1835, jumped overboard in a fit of insanity at Bermuda, at ten 
o'clock P.M. Mr. F. W. Mant, midshipman, instantly jumped after 
him, and after a great struggle, a long swim, and a deep dive, he 
rescued him. He was a strong man, perfectly deranged at the 
time, and not only dived twice, but drew Mr. Mant down with 
him. Another letter states that Mr. Mant was just recovering 
from a sprained ankle, being the only ill effect of a subsequent heroic 
adventure, wherein he again boldly hazarded, his life to save two 
seamen from drowning, the particulars of which are as follows : — 
On the 24th of March 1836, on returning on board the 
"Cassador" (a prize captured by the " Waterwitch " ) at Sierra 
Leone, a severe tornado came on and capsized the boat at the 
moment the men were mooring her astern. The night was awful, 
and finding the poor fellows could swim but little, Mr. Mant took 
the tag-line in his hand, and plunged overboard to their relief 
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With much difficulty he succeeded in supporting the nearest of 
them, and encouraged the other to keep up his spirits. They 
were, however, ten minutes in the water before the tempest would 
allow their voices to be heard. The sea, it appears, was too much 
disturbed to allow the sharks to see them. At last, and at the 
moment their strength was giving way, they heard voices and oars, 
but it was too dark to distinguish anything. A large dark object 
passed over Mr. Mant, which he thought was an alligator, but it 
turned out to be the galley upon her first reaching them. They 
were insensible when taken out of the water, and some time 
elapsed before their recovery. 

The honorary medallion of the Royal Humane Society was 
presented to Mr. Mant for his courage and humanity in 1833. 

Mb. Forbes. 

On the morning of the 23d of December 1836, a woman was 
seen struggling in the middle of the water at the eastern end of 
the enclosure in St. Ja];nes*s Park, and whilst Mr. St. John ran to 
the lodge to procure help, Mr. Forbes, assisted by another man, 
flung a garden-seat into the water and swam out with it. After 
great exertions he succeeded in bringing the woman into shallow 
water. She appeared to be insensible, and he was nearly 
exhausted and benumbed from the cold. The whole transaction 
does Mr. Forties the greatest credit, as but for his courage and 
humanity the poor woman would have been drowned. 

N. MOBOAN. 

In July 1834, when the "Margareta" was beating down 
below the Nore in a heavy gale of wind, a boy named Thomas 
Lewis fell overboard. Mr. Nathaniel Morgan, chief mate, in- 
stantly jumped from the taffirail of the vessel into the sea, and • 
with considerable difficulty and danger supported the boy in the 
water until a boat rq^hed them. Had the '' Margareta " missed 
stays both must have perished. 

G. Philpott. 

On December 2^^ 1836, the "Crown" was wrecked on the 
Goodwin Sands, in a heavy gale of wind. The crew were 
observed clinging to the rigging ; but for two days it was not 
possible to approach them. On the 29th a pilot, named George 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 71 

Philpott, who has, during his long and valuable life, saved more 
than one hundred women and children from a watery grave, 
assisted by his boatmen, efifected a landing, and rescued the four 
perishing mariners, whom they were obliged to carry across the 
sand on their backs from the wreck to their boat 

W. Callow. 

On the 11th of January 1837, when the rush of water down 
the river Stour was very great after the heavy fall of snow, 
George Lacy, a boy aged nine years, fell in, and floated down the 
river, passing over the flood-gates, where his head was cut, into 
the depth below ; he there became insensible. Although there 
were nearly fifty spectators on the spot, no one offered the poor 
child any assistance, until William Callow, who was then suffer- 
ing from a severe cold, fearlessly plunged into the stream, and, 
notwithstanding the impetuosity of the current, saved the boy's 
life. 

W. H. Hall, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 25th of December 1836, at about eight o'clock p.m., 
a marine fell overboard from H.M. ship " Talavera," in Plymouth 
Harbour. The night was stormy, it was piercingly cold, and a 
strong lee tide was running at the time. The thrilling cry of 
"A man overboard T* brought every one on deck; but owing to 
the darkness of the night, there was some difficulty in getting a 
boat lowered. At this critical moment, Lieut. William Hayhurst 
Hall jumped overboard, swam to the drowning man's relief, and 
supported him in the water until the boat reached them. It was 
snowing and freezing at the time, and the boat was at least 
twenty-five minutes pulling back to the ship. 

J. Ross. 

On a stormy night towards the latter end of January 1837, 
as the ferry boat was leaving the pier of Cromarty, Mr. Murdoch 
Ross missed his footing in the darkness, and fell from the pier 
into the sea. He was instantly swept out of sight by the 
powerful current, and the boat immediately turned back ; but in 
the confusion of the moment she was so clumsily managed, that 
Mr. Ross must have perished but for the noble intrepidity of a 
boatman named John Ross, who, though no very skilful swimmer, 
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instantly leaped into the sea, and providentially caught the sink- 
ing man, and saved him, after buffeting the waves and current 
for at least five minutes. 

Sir T. H. Roberts, Bart., and 

A. Macdonald, Lieutenant, Bengal Army. 

On the 29th of July 1837, it blew a heavy gale from the 
north. On the morning of that day, a fishing-boat containing 
three men was seen off Robert's Cove, county Cork, in very 
great distress. Their struggles were observed from the coast- 
guard station, and a very small boat ventured out, hoping to 
afford some relief; but it blew too hard, and she with much 
difl&culty got back to the cove. Sir T. H. Roberts, Bart., accom- 
panied by Lieut. Archibald Macdonald, of the Bengal Army, 
hastened to Ringabella Bay, and after persevering entreaties they 
obtained a hooker, which was manned by five of the coast-guard, 
who, with Lieut. Macdonald, went out under close-reefed sails, 
reached the poor men at the moment they had, crippled by their 
sufferings, given themselves up for lost, and saved their lives. 

Bronze medallions have been awarded to each of the coast- 
guard-men. 

S. T. Labatt. 

On the 3d of August 1837, a young lady threw herself into 
the inner harbour at Ramsgate. A labouring man, named 
Doughty, lowered himself into the water to effect her rescue, but 
owing to the weight of his heavy clothes, having large sea-boots 
on, he was unable to render the necessary assistance. Mr. 
Samuel Theodore Labatt happened to pass at the moment, and, 
observing the danger of both, instantly jumped into the water, 
and supported the unfortunate young lady until a boat could be 
brought to their relief. 

M. Walsh. 

On the morning of the 15th of February 1837, the ship 
" Glasgow," when running at the rate of nine miles an hour, 
struck upon a sunken rock off the Tusker, coast of Wexford. It 
blew a heavy gale of wind, and the sea was very high. In a few 
minutes the vessel was a wreck, the water rushing into her, fore 
and aft, as through sluices. Just at the period, the schooner 
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"Alicia," commanded by Martin Walsh, hearing the signal of 
distress, bore down to their relief, and although repeatedly urged 
by his own crew not to risk the loss of his schooner by approach- 
ing the wreck, he replied, << that he had more at stake than they 
had, and that, although his vessel was all the property he 
possessed, he never would see lives lost while he could save 
them.'' Acting upon this noble impulse, Captain Walsh ran 
alongside the wreck, and by the most undaunted courage and 
persevering humanity, he succeeded in saving eighty-two persons, 
to whom he and his crew afforded every possible relief. 

D. Spence. 

On the 1st of July 1837, a pleasure party, comprising seventy 
persons, proceeded in a large fishing-boat from Cellardyke to the 
Isle of May. In going into Kirkton Haven — a dangerous place 
under any circumstances, and rendered more so on this occasion, 
owing to the heavy surf then rolling in — ^the boat struck upon a 
rock, was thrown upon her beam-ends, and in a moment women 
and children, and mothers with infants in their arms, were 
struggling in the heavy surf for their lives. All energy appeared 
to have forsaken the men, with the exception of David Spence, 
who plunged from the rocks into the waves three different times, 
and rescued many of his perishing fellow-creatures from impending 
destruction, with the most daring intrepidity. 

C. Claxton, Lieutenakt, R.N. 

On the 6th of August 1837, a man fell into the Avon, at the 
entrance of the Cumberland Basin at Bristol. There was at the 
moment a great rush of water from the locks ; but, regardless of 
the threatening danger, Lieutenant Christopher Claxton jumped 
from the pier to his relief, and saved him. In September 1835 
Mr. Claxton saved a woman under similar circumstances, when 
human aid seemed out of the question. 

In 1817 the honorary medallion of this Institution was pre- 
sented to Ideut. Claxton for his courage and humanity. 

D. Pbosseb. 

On the 23d of August 1837, as some boys were bathing just 
below Usk Bridge, Brecon, one of them was seized with cramp, 
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and disappeared in a very deep and dangerous part of the stream 
called Pwll-tro. Although there were many on the spot, none 
rendered any aBsistance until Mr. David Prosser, hearing of the 
accident, rushed to the spot, and, having ascertained the place 
where the poor boy had sunk, insta,ntly dashed into the turbid 
stream, and rescued the apparently dead boy from a watery 
grave. 

This is the fifth person rescued from the same treacherous pool 
by this intrepid and humane man. 

A. Blackwood. 

On the 3d of October 1837, a porter, named Benjamin White, 
in trying to jump from the pier of Margate on board the 
'* Magnate'' steamer, missed his footing and fell into the sea. 
Many on the pier and on board the vessel looked on, but no 
means were taken to save the man. Mr. Arthur Blackwood, one 
of the passengers, jumped overboard, caught him by the heels, and 
supported him in the water until they lowered a rope from the 
vessel, which he fastened round the man, and, with much diffi- 
culty, both were saved. 

H. D. Shea, R.N. 

On the 8th of July, as H.M. ship " Asia " was standing out to 

sea from Cagliari, in Sardinia, a seaman, named Anthony W , 

jumped overboard in a fit of drunkenness ; and while the ship was 
being hove to, Mr. Henry D. Shea, assistant-surgeon, dropped 
himself from the spanker-boom into the sea, and, after struggling 
with the man, succeeded in keeping him above water until the 
boats reached them. 

H. FOBEMAN. 

On the 13th of September 1837, a boy, named George Selby, 
belonging to the ship " David Lyon," was thrown overboard from 
the gig of that vessel, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in conse- 
quence of the after-tackle giving way when hoisting the boat up. 
Mr. Henry Foreman, the chief officer, instantly jumped after him, 
and with considerable difficulty and courage supported him in the 
water for fifteen minutes, when a boat reached them. At the 
moment of their rescue both were on the eve of sinking. 
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Gbace Daeling and W. Darling. 

On the 7th September 1838, the "Forfarshire " was wrecked ou 
the Harper Rock, three-quarters of a mile from the lighthouse on the 
Longstone, one of the Fame Islands, on the coast of Northum- 
berland, the after-part of the wreck having been swept away by the 
violence of the sea, and the fore-part being left with nine persons 
on the rock. William Darling, the keeper of the lighthouse, did, 
at daybreak on that morning, with the assistance of his wife and 
daughter (being the only persons then with him at the lighthouse) 
launch the lighthouse boat, and he and his daughter, Grace Dar- 
ling, about twenty-two years of age (who insisted on sharing her 
father's danger), did, notwithstanding the force of the tempest, 
which was still raging, succeed in reaching the rock, and bring- 
ing those nine persons in safety to the lighthouse, where they 
were kept, and such assistance administered as their necessities 
required, till the weather permitted communication with the main- 
land, which was at the end of three days. 

Connected with this, the most calamitous case of shipwreck 
perhaps that has occurred since the loss of the " Rothesay Qastle " 
oflF the Isle of Anglesea, is an instance of heroism and intrepidity 
on the part of a female, unequalled perhaps, certainly not sur- 
passed, by any on record. The heroic conduct of Miss Grace 
Horsley Darling, who, together with her father, Mr. William Dar- 
ling, were sole occupants of the outer Fame Lighthouse, which is 
situated in the immediate vicinity of the scene of the accident, and 
completely surrounded by the sea, is alluded to. The cries of the 
sufferers on the remaining part of the wreck were heard during the 
night by this female, who immediately awakened her father. At 
the time, however, the darkness of the night was such as to pre- 
clude all possibility of their rendering any assistance to the indi- 
viduals in distress ; but towards daybreak, on looking in the 
direction whence the cries had proceeded, they saw the wreck, 
and, after watching it for some time, discovered from some move- 
ment, that living beings were still clinging to it. At this crisis, 
and notwithstanding that the state of the tide and of the 
weather was such as to render any attempt to reach the wreck 
in an open boat hazardous in the extreme, the old man launched a 
small boat, and, accompanied by his intrepid daughter, proceeded 
towards the rescue of the persons on the wreck, each plying an 
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oar. They succeeded, after many hair-breadth escapes, in navi- 
gating their frail skiff over the foaming billows, to within a little 
of. the spot where the wreck appeared; but then the greatest 
danger was yet to be offercome, — the landing upon the rock, and 
the preservation, at the same time, of the boat from being dashed to 
pieces, in which case the means of their return would be effectu- 
ally cut off By a dangerous and desperate effort, however, the 
father was landed on the rock, and the frail boat, to prevent its 
being dashed to pieces, was rapidly rowed back among the awful 
abyss of water, and kept afloat by the skilfulness and dexterity of 
his noble-minded daughter, who was said to be of slender appearance. 
The persons whom they found upon the wreck consisted of five 
of the crew, and four of the deck passengers, who were at length 
got into the boat, and conveyed safely to the lighthouse, where 
the same tender hand that had been so eminently instrumental in 
preserving them from a watery grave, anxiously, for three days 
and nights, waited on the sufferers, administered to their wants, 
and soothed their afflictions. It is impossible to speak in ade- 
quate terms of the unparalleled bravery and disinterestedness 
shown^ on this occasion by Mr. Darling and his truly heroic 
daughter, especially so with regard to the latter. Surely such un- 
exampled heroism will not go unrewarded. 

In order to arrive at anything like a correct idea of the danger 
of the undertaking, and of the fortitude and disinterestedness of 
the individuals who encountered and overcame it, at the imminent 
risk of their own lives, let the reader reflect for a little on the 
attendant circumstances. On every hand danger presented Itself 
in a thousand terrific forms. The ocean, lashed by the tempest 
into the most tumultuous commotion, presented a barrier which 
would have seemed to all but those two intrepid persons wholly 
insurmountable by human energy. Again, on the other hand, 
there was no hope of reward, no encouraging plaudit to stimulate 
to brave exertions or to awake emulation. Nothing but the pure 
and ardent wish to save the sufferers from impending destruction 
could have induced these two individuals to enter upon so perilous 
an expedition, fraught as it was with the imminent hazard of 
their own lives. Surely imagination in its loftiest creations never 
invested the female character with such a degree of fortitude as 
has been evinced by Miss Grace Horsley Darling on this occasion. 
Is there in the whole field of history, or of fiction, even one 
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instance of female heroism to compare for one moment with 
this ! The gold medals of the Society were awarded for this act. 

W. R Smith, R.N., and J. P. Paxmer, R.N. 

On the 26th August 1838, as eleven officers started for a 
cruise in the pinnace of H.M.S. " Seringapatam," from English 
harbour Antigua, to Falmouth Bay, about two miles to leeward, 
the wind was fair, the afternoon very fine, and all seemed to pro- 
mise them a pleasant excursion. Having made a short stay at 
Falmouth harbour, they hauled their wind, and made three or four 
tacks, coming back to the ship. The boat made little or nothing 
to windward, the wind being light, and standing in on the star- 
board tack, she was taken by a sudden squalL The helm was 
put " a lee," but the boat not coming to the wind, so as to lift 
the sails, was capsized under every stitch. She, however, went 
over so gradually, that every one had time to creep to windward 
and seat himself on the gunwale. 

All sail being on the boat, it protected them, in some measure, 
from the breaking of the sea. No one, unfortunately, being in pos- 
session of a knife, righting the boat was quite an impossibility. 

Their destruction at this moment would almost appear inevi- 
table, being upwards of two miles from land, and the boat's gun- 
wale only six inches awash ; accordingly, Mr. Smith, a very bold 
swimmer, thought he might, in company with another, gain the 
shore, the only apparent chance of saving their lives. Being all 
of them but very indifferent swimmers, they remained by the boat, 
except Mr. Palmer, who, although confident in himself of sinking 
in the attempt, determined, in so good a cause, to try his luck. 
These two noble adventurers then quitted the wreck, and before 
the poor fellows had got half way to terra firma, were visited 
by the monsters of the deep, whilst struggling for the lives not 
only of themselves, but nine fellow-creatures. Two sharks actually 
grazed Smith's legs, to whom must be attributed the salvation of 
the whole. Still fearless, he gloriously persisted in the arduous 
task he so generously undertook ; and concealing the fact of his 
narrow escape, cheered up the heart of his companion ; nor did 
Smith ever once lose command of himself on this awfiil occasion. 
Being obliged several times to dive, as it were, to feel his way, 
still nearly a mile from land, and the sea-lawyer distinctly visible 
hovering for his prey, let the reader picture to himself any situa- 
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tion more critical, or a deed more gallant than the presence of 
mind exhibited by Smith. Palmer was so exhausted that Smith 
had to support him once or twice ; but fearing that this stopping 
would attract the sharks, he saw the necessity of spurring him up 
for a last push. At last, after a tedious and frightful swim, they 
both, to their utmost astonishment and delight, landed on the 
beach. Smith not being very much fatigued, and yet alive to the 
fate of his fellow-suflferers, ran to spread the news. " Bad news 
flies on the wings of the wind," and the report spread like 
wildflre ; men, women, and children all ran frantic at the news of 
BO melancholy an occurrence. They had been upwards of two 
hours reaching the shore, and the accident having taken place at 
4.30 P.M., drew daylight nearly to a close. The boats were im- 
mediately manned, and despatched forthwith in search of the 
wreck, while Smith and Palmer (who horn exhaustion had 
been unable to move from the beach for some time) procured other 
boats to aid in the rescue of their comrades. They pulled in 
search of the boat ; the dark clouds of night were just shutting 
in, and although hope lived in the breast of every soul, fears still 
existed as to their safety ; in short, the people on shore seemed to 
think their recovery impossible, for sharks, on once tasting blood, 
never relinquish their hold till no living soul survives to tell the 
tale. The boats all taking dififerent directions, each shaped the 
course thought most certain of success. They pulled incessantly 
in a zigzag way, so as to cross their wake. Hour after hour 
passed on ; the coal-black clouds and white-topped sea arose, to 
add to the gloominess of the scene ; the rain fell in torrents, 
and the lightning burst forth in sharp and vivid flashes, as if 
to mask their eiforts and renew their fears. Despondency here 
took root in every heart, and the hope of ever again seeing their 
friends had nearly failed. 

At three in the morning the barge brought the pinnace and all 
hands on board. The gunner who commanded her certainly had 
taken the best course, by going to leeward instead of to windward, 
and tracking up, on his way down he was joined by Mr. Smith, 
and had not got far down after this, when they observed the 
wreck. It was then past nine o'clock, making it nearly five hours 
the poor fellows had held on to the boat Driven to extremes, 
four had resolved to tiy and reach the shore, and others had 
lashed themselves to oars (for only one of the nine could swim 
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fifty yards), and luckily had not left the pinnace on their perilous 
adventure five minutes, when the barge came to their assistance, 
and all were saved. The pinnace was towed on shore, baled out, 
and the two boats returned, having been t)icked up about five or 
six miles to leeward of where she capsized, and drawn some 
distance from the shore. Had it not been for Smith's swimming 
on shore, everybody must have perished. 

" To save a poor fellow from a watery grave, 
la worthy a Briton, who but conquers to save." 

A. M'Intyee. 

On the 20th of October 1837, as the ferry-boat was cross- 
ing, with an overloaded cargo of men, horses, and Highland cattle, 
at Lorn, in Argyleshire, she capsized when little more than half 
way across. On both sides of the ferry all was frenzy and con- 
fusion ; on the north shore no boat remained ; on the south ^de 
there happened to be but one small skiff, and she lay moored at 
some distance from the shore. A man named Alexander M^Intyre 
threw off his clothes, put his knife in his mouth, and boldly swam 
out to her. The sides of the boat were rather high, but he got 
into her, cut the cable, and pulled to the spot where, by this time, 
the heads of the cattle and some of the unfortunate passengers 
were occasionally visible. This brave man saved five fellow-creatures 
from drowning on this occasion. 

Rev. J. Appleton. 

On the 23d June 1837, as Alfred Banks was fishing in the 
parish of Hale Weston, Huntingdon, he fell into the river. The 
Kev. James Appleton, Vicar of St. Neots, who was also fishing 
near the spot, on hearing the alarm, ran to that part of the river, 
and instantly, with all his clothes on, plunged into the stream. 
Observing the poor lad's hat rise to the surface, Mr. Appleton 
made a snatch at his body, and, after two or three efforts, he 
happily succeeded in rescuing him from a watery grave. Mr. 
Appleton was much exhausted, and the lad was quite lifeless. 

F. H. Stevens. 

On the 5th of August 1837, H.M. ship " Rodney " was on her 
passage from Palmas Bay (Sardinia) to Minorca, when a seaman, 
named James Ray, fell from the main-topsail yard-arm into the 
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sea. On the cry being raised of a man overboard, Mr. F. H. 
Stevens, mate, seeing the man floating past the quarter in a state 
of insensibility, without waiting to take ofif his clothes, jumped 
overboard, and by great exertion kept him above water until the 
boat reached them. 

Crow. 

In October 1836, at midnight, Mr. W. Youatt was proceeding 
along the quay at Calais to the " Lord Melville " steam packet : the 
night was pitch-dark, and the wind was very high. Unable to see 
his way, he fell into the harbour ; but although unable to swim, 
he continued to keep himself above water by means of an um- 
brella, which he had the presence of mind to unfold. In a short 
time his clothes were saturated, the umbrella broken, and he felt 
himself gradually sinking. Captain Crow, who commanded the 
packet, heard the alarm, ran to the spot, and plunging from the 
pier into the water, grasped the drowning man, and rescued him. 

J. Stephens. 

On the 3d of December 1837, an alarm was given on board 
H. M. ship << Inconstant," at Lisbon, of a man overboard. Mr. 
John Stephens, mate, ran to the spot whence the person fell, 
plunged overboard, dived, and succeeded, after much danger and 
difficulty, in bringing him from a considerable depth to the sur- 
face of the water : both were carried by the tide a long way 
astern of the ship. Mr. Stephens found it difficult to support 
the man, and both were sinking, when William Henry White, 
seaman, fearlessly plunged from the taffrail, swam to their relief, 
and supported them in the water until a boat reached them. 

T. S. COPPINGER. 

On the 14th of March 1838, a woman over-stretched herself, 
and fell head-foremost into the river at Cork. The stream was 
much flooded, and, running rapidly, hurried her towards the bridge, 
which, had she passed, she must have inevitably perished, as from 
thence to the main river is a continued archway. The alarm was 
heard by Thomas Stephen Coppinger, Esq., who ran to the spot, 
and perceiving that not a moment was to be lost, threw himself 
over the parapet wall, and seized her as she was about to disap- 
pear under the archway. 
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R. Gkaves. 

On the 24tli of January 1838, a man in a state of intoxica- 
tion fell between the " Shamrock " steamer and the quay at New 
Iloss. The moment the cry was raised of a man in the water, 
Mr. Robert Graves dashed in after him as quick as thought, without 
waiting to disencumber himself of any part of his dress. The 
unfortunate man was rapidly sinking, when Mr. Graves grasped 
him round the waist with one hand, and, seizing a rope that 
hung from the steamer's gangway with the other, supported him 
until both were saved. 

G. Peacock. 

On the 27th of March 1838, a little after dusk, the son of 
Mr. Stoyles, boatswain of H.M.S. " Andromache," at Sheerness, 
fell overboard, and would inevitably have been drowned but for 
the prompt assistance rendered by Mr. George Peacock, the master 
of that ship, who, on hearing the cries of the afflicted mother, 
instantly jumped overboard, and succeeded in keeping the boy 
above water until a boat reached them. 

J. Lawkence, Je. 

On the 5th of April 1838, a young woman was taken out of 
the sea ofif Brighton, in a state of suspended animation. The 
apparently lifeless body was taken to the Sussex County Hospital, 
and there, stripped, placed on a bed. Brisk friction was zeal- 
ously applied over the whole surface, and warmth kept up : warm 
stimulating injections were administered. The windows of the 
apartment were thrown open. In about a quarter of an hour she 
exhibited signs of animation by a gasp, which was an incentive 
to further exertion. A large mustard poultice was applied to her 
back, friction and stimulants were continued, and in about an hour 
and a half from her admission reaction had so far returned as to 
enable Mr. John Lawrence, junr., the house-surgeon, to take away 
about four ounces of blood, in order to relieve the great cerebral 
and pulmonary congestion. Cold water was dashed over her face 
and thorax, stimulants applied to the nostrils, hot mustard poul- 
tice to the lower extremities, and in another quarter of an hour 
two or three more ounces of blood were removed with decided 
benefit. She could then answer questions. A succession of 



mmmmm 



82 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

relapses rendered the continuance of the remedies absolutely 
necessary ; nor was it deemed expedient to relinquish them for 
three hours. The young woman when recovered had no recollec- 
tion whatever of the accident. 

H. COWLAN. 

In May 1838, a child of Mr. A. Kenny fell from a bridge 
into the North River, in the district of Montreal, Canada, about 
an acre and a half above a perpendicular fall of about twenty feet. 
The river runs with great rapidity ; and as the child fell from 
nearly the centre of the bridge, there was ^ no apparent hope of 
saving it \ when Henry Oowlan, a lad of about sixteen, jumped in, 
and with great difficulty, and at the imminent peril of his life, 
providentially succeeded in saving the child. A human being pass- 
ing over the fall would be dashed to atoms. 

Rev. J. B. M*Crea. 

On the 11th of May 1838, a child, named Robert Patrick, 
fell into the river Clyde, within a quarter of an hour of high 
water. The child had already disappeared twice when the Rev. 
J. B. M*Crea, leaped over the stone pier, and in doing so, re- 
ceived from a projecting wall a severe hurt on the spine. He 
nevertheless caught the drowning child, and, landing it on the 
bank in an insensible state, diligently and successfully rubbed the 
surface of the body until the boy was recovered. 

This is the third instance in which the Rev, J. B. M'Crea 
has saved life at the risk of his own. 

C. F. Walkeb. 

On the 6th of September 1838, a man named Roberts de- 
scended a well thirty-eight feet deep, at Lenton, near Leominster, 
without first letting down a lighted candle, a precaution which 
should never be omitted every time there is occasion to enter a well, 
Roberts becoming immediately involved in the carbonic acid gas, 
feU senseless to the bottom. A man named Allen precipitately 
descended to his assistance, but instantly called for more help ; 
another man, named Stevens, was then let down, to rescue his 
companions, when he exclaimed " We shall be all dead together." 
The alarm was now given, and John Martin gallantly descended ; 
but he also was affected by the gas, and the four men lay- sense- 
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less at the bottom of the welL At this moment Mr. Charles 
Forde Walker hastened to the well, and promptly procured an 
additional rope, with which he descended and fastened it to 
Martin, whose head was lying on the body of Stevens, and he 
was drawn up. Mr. Walker was severely affected by the noxious 
gas, notwithstanding which he again descended the well, and 
secured the rope to Roberts, who was then drawn up. Mr. 
Walker was this time completely paralysed by the gas, and re- 
mained insensible for some time. The bodies of Allen and 
Stevens were with much difficulty got up ; but they had been in 
the well more than half an hour, and were quite dead. Every 
effort was made to restore them to life, but failed with all except 
Martin, who recovered. 

Captain T. Boss — Me. Jones. 

On the 27th of November 1838, the brig " Gainsborough'* 
was wrecked on the Portmamock Strand, near Malahide, coast 
of Dublin. As soon as it was known at the coast-guard station, 
Mr. Jones, chief-officer, hastened with his men to the spot, and 
Captain Thomas Ross, the inspecting commander, joined them as 
soon as possible. The crew were clinging to the rigging of the 
wreck ; a terrific sea was breaking over them, and the vessel was 
going to pieces. A boat was conveyed from the station at Mala- 
hide with the utmost possible despatch. Captain Ross and Mr. 
Jones placed themselves in the stem-sheets, calling out for a volun- 
teer crew, and were soon followed by five coast-guard men. They 
had nearly reached the wreck when the boat filled, the rudder 
iron and tiller were broken, and they were driven back. Three 
attempts were made, and each time the boat filled. The tide had 
in the meantime risen rapidly, and increased the distance from the 
wreck so much, it was considered useless to persevere. Arrange- 
ments were again made for another trial at low water, and the 
coast-guard boat succeeded in rescuing the survivors, viz., the 
master, two seamen, and a boy. 

J. Mantle. 

On the 28th of November 1838, at 8.30 p.m. the "Louise 
Marie," a small brig from Cherbourg, was wrecked upon the rocks 
near Preston. A buoy was sent on shore from the wreck with a 
rope attached to it, by which means the master and two of the 
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crew were saved. The rope then unfortunately broke, and it was 
discovered that two small boys had been left to their fate on the 
wreck, who were occasionally seen by the parties on shore. John 
Mantle, of the coast-guard, stripped, and, plunging into the sea 
swam off with a line, and thus nobly reaching the wreck, sent a 
rope on shore, to which the boys were slung, and rescued from 
their perilous situation. Mantle, having completed this noble 
exploit in the face of a terrific sea, with coolness becoming the 
character of a British sailor, slung himself, and returned by the 
same rope to the shore. 

G. Jones. 

On the 18th of November 1838, James Mosey, when 
returning alone in the ship's boat from the shore, to the brig 
" Trade," at Blackpool, in Carmarthen River, over-reached himself 
in trying to catch the ladder, and fell overboard. GJeorge Jones 
heard the groans of Mosey, who had drifted at least 200 yards 
from the vessel, and, jumping from a rock into the river, swam 
about 100 yards to his relief, directed by his cries, for the night 
was pitch dark. Fortunately, the boat from which Mosey fell 
had also drifted down with the tide, and was only five yards from 
the spot when Jones reached him.' After he succeeded in getting 
Mosey into her, he sculled on board the brig. 

W. Jennings. 

On the 27th of November 1838, the brig « Bellissima," from 
Odessa to Amsterdam, was driven, during a heavy gale of wind, 
on the rocks, a mile and a half to the westward of Looe. She 
was breaking up fast, and her crew were evidently getting dis- 
heartened, when William Jennings, commissioned boatman of the 
coast-guard, at the risk of his life, nobly swam oflf to the rock 
with a rope, and by throwing it to the vessel, the crew, thirteen 
in number, were enabled to get to the rock, from which they were 
taken by a boat carried overland from Looe by the indefatigable 
exertions of several inhabitants of that town. 

F. HiGGINSON. 

On the 27th of December 1838, a little boy, named John 
Collins, of Dover, fell from the quay into the water at that place, 
and, after struggling for some time, disappeared beneath the sur- 
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face — ^his bands only indicating his position. It was frosty 
weather, and blowing hard. Mr. Francis Higginson, of the 
" Ranger/' revenue cutter, no sooner ascertained the imminence of 
his danger, than coolly requesting a gentleman near him to hold 
his watch, and throwing off his coat only, plunged head- foremost 
from the pier — a height of fifteen feet — into the water, and 
succeeded in saving the boy, 

A. Gbeen. 

On the 17th of April 1839, the "Comet " steam-vessel came 
suddenly in contact with a barge off Wapping, and the collision 
forced the tiller of the barge round, by which two men were 
thrown overboard, and carried rapidly away by the tide. Some 
boats put off as quick as they could, but Mr. Alfred Green, who 
was at dinner in the cabin, instantly ran on deck, plunged into 
the river, and rescued the poor fellows, one of whom was nearly 
lost from exhaustion. 

0. Jones. 

On the 27th of November 1838, the French brig " Nouveau 
Destin " was cast on shore, during a heavy storm, off the Five- 
mile Point, county Wicklow. The surf was running with 
tremendous force on the beach, when Mr. Owen Jones, of the 
coast-guard, followed by his crew, collected ropes, and, dashing 
into the sea, succeeded in conveying a strong line to the wreck, 
by which the exhausted crew were rescued. Mr. Jones, in his 
persevering and noble exertions, was so often under water, as to 
have been at one time drawn on shore apparently lifeless. 

J. Da VIES. 

On June 18, 1839, John Edwards, a shoemaker at Lampeter, 
in Cardiganshire, when bathing in the river Tivy, suddenly dis- 
appeared in a concealed basin. His frightful screams, on rising 
again to the surface, attracted the notice of John Davies, who 
instantly plunged in to his relief, and, diving after him, brought 
him up again. The drowning man caught Davies round the neck, 
and they both disappeared, much exhausted. Davies disengaged 
himself, rose to the surface, took a little breath, dived again, and 
succeeded in bringing him up. With the assistance of another 
person, he eventually got him to the shore. 
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A. Gkeenhill AiiTD T. Smith. 

On the 18tli of June 1839, T, Deacon fell into one of the 
locks of the Grand Junction Canal, near Hemel Hempstead, and, 
being unable to swim, instantly sank. Alfred Greenhill ran to 
the spot, at the same time calling to his companion, Thomas Smith, 
for relief, and plunged in to his rescue. The drowning man seized 
him round the waist, and, being the stronger of the two, dragged 
Greenhill to the bottom. They rose again, and continued 
struggling in the water, when Smith arrived, and perceiving them 
to be in an exhausted state, he also plunged in, and seizing the 
arm of Greenhill with one hand, and the edge of the lock gate 
with the other, dragged him, and the other man who was clinging 
to him, to the side of the gate, and contrived to haul them on to 
the footpath. 

H. Johnson. 

On the 20th of June 1839, a boat from H.M. sloop * Fairy,' 
was sent up the river Stour to obtain a supply of water. The 
weather was squally, and the boat was completely overturned in 
the middle of the river by a sudden gust of wind. The crew 
were precipitated into the sea, without any prospect of relief, 
there being no boat nearer to them than the town of Harwich. 
Providentially an officer of the ship discovered the catastrophe, 
and two boats were instantly despatched to their relief ; but it 
was thirty minutes before they reached them. One of the crew, 
George Cochrane, could not swim, and Henry Johnson, regardless 
of himself, devoted his whole efforts to succour him, and, finding 
him to be encumbered with heavy clothing, actually stripped him 
in the water to his shirt, and when washed away from the keel 
of the boat, restored him to it again. 

Another man, named John Stevens, at the expiration of 
twenty minutes, became exhausted, and came also under John- 
son's care ] and both acknowledge that, had it not been for his 
exertions, they must have perished. 

J. ECCLESTON. 



On the 2l8t of July 1839, a woman named Catherine C- 



threw herself into the Serpentine, near the bridge. Mr. James 
Eccleston, who was passing over the bridge, heard the alarm 
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given, and observing her floating on the river, about twenty yards 
from the bank, ran round to the place, at the same time taking 
off his coat and waistcoat, plunged in, swam out, and, after much 
difficulty, succeeded in saving her. She was taken to the Re- 
ceiving-house in the Society's boat, the warm bath was ready, 
Mr. Woolley, Medical Assistant, was present, and, after the usual 
treatment, she was recovered. 

Mr. Eccleston was far beyond his depth. 

Mr. Smith. 

On the 11th of August 1839, J. B. Scott, Esq., left in a 
small punt to go on board his yacht, the " Emerald," then lying 
in the river Shannon, off Limerick. The night was very dark, 
and the boatman, in his eflfort to catch the side of the yacht, over- 
balanced the punt, and capsized her. Mr. Scott was struggling 
in the river, unable to swim, when Mr. Smith of Ballylin, who 
saw the circumstance from another yacht, instantly plunged over- 
board, swam to his relief, and fortunately rescued him. 

The boatman was unfortunately drowned. 

J. Wood. 

On the 28th of August 1839, a boy, named William Deller, fell 
into the Thames, at Staines. The depth of water was six feet, 
and the boy had twice disappeared, when John Wood jumped 
from the camp-shed to his relief, and succeeded in saving his life. 
The height of the camp-shed from the water was three feet and a 
half, and both would have perished but for the timely assistance 
of a young man who lay down on the shed, and by reaching down 
caught hold of them. 

CoEPOKAL Feoggatt, 48th Regiment. 

In the month of August 1839, Ensign Fullarton, of the 48th 
Regiment, went down to the officers' bathing-sheds at Gibraltar, 
for the purpose of bathing. As it was in the heat of the day, 
there was not any person down there. Mr. Fullarton lost hold 
of the rope, and could not swim. Corporal Froggatt, being on 
gate-duty above, saw Mr. Fullarton struggling in the water. He 
instantly jumped down, plunged into the sea, and saved him. 
Mr. Fullarton when rescued was quite insensible. 
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H. Bbambles. 

On the 21st of August 1839, Michael Wardell, whilst bathing 
in the sea at Bridlington, was seized with cramp, and had already 
disappeared, when Henry Brambles, only thirteen years of age, 
leaped from the south pier into the water, seized him by his hair, 
after swimming forty yards to his relief, and brought him into 
shallow watef ! He was in a state of insensibility when the 
child reached him, and the distance during which he supported 
the man was upwards of fifty yards. 

A. Hassett. 

On the 24th of October 1839, Ralph Allen fell from the 
Revenue Quay into the water in the harbour of the Cove of Cork, 
when a strong ebb-tide was carrying him off. Arthur Hassett, 
revenue boatman, saw the accident, jumped in with his clothes 
on, and brought Allen safe on shore. Hassett has, on three 
previous occasions, been instrumental in saving life at the risk of 
his own. 

Capt. Aldetdge, RN. 

On the 4th of October 1839, John Burke, a seaman belonging 
to H.M. ship "Pembroke," commanded by Captain Moresby, 
then lying in Vasika Bay, fell overboard, and, the man being 
unable to swim, was in the act of being carried away by the 
current Commander Aldridge, of the "Pembroke," observing from 
the poop the inevitable, fate of the man, leaped from thence, a 
height of thirty feet, into the sea, and succeeded in saving him. 
The man was not restored to animatioii for two hours. 

S. Roots, M.D. 

On the evening of Christmas Day, 1839, a poor man, named 
George Steel, was taken out of a deep branch of the Latchmere 
River, near Kingston-on-Thames, into which he had fallen in a 
state of intoxication. Mr. Sudlow Roots, Medical Assistant to 
the Royal Humane Society at Kingston, immediately attended ; 
and though the man was to all appearances dead, persevered for 
two hours in his exertions to restore him, in which, at the end 
of that time, he was completely successful Every person aiding 
in the recovery, with the exception of Mr. Roots, had long aban- 
doned any hopes of the man's resuscitation. 
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W. KiNNAlED. 

On the 29th of March 1840, a seaman, named George Craig, 
fell from the jib-boom of the " Royal Adelaide" steamer, as she 
was going down the Firth of Forth. The moment the cry was 
raised of " a man overboard," William Kinnaird, of Leith, im- 
mediately sprang from the taflfrail, a height of sixteen feet, into 
the sea, and swam' a considerable distance, in hope of saving the 
man, who unfortunately sank before Kinnaird could reach him. 
Kinnaird was taken on board in a very exhausted state. 

Captain Sleigh. 

On the 24th of January 1840, a rapid and alarming inun- 
dation of the river IrweU took place near Manchester. Captain 
Sleigh, Chief Superintendent of Police at Manchester, received 
information that some cottages were surrounded with water, and 
that the inhabitants could not get out. On riding to the spot, 
he at once observed that nearly the whole of the surrounding 
country was inundated. No boat could be procured ; and every 
moment it was expected that the whole range of slender brick 
houses, which now seemed literally far out at sea, would have 
been swept away. Out of the palings and gate of a gentleman's 
house. Captain Sleigh instantly constructed a small raft, which 
enabled him to go alongside the flooded houses, and admitted of 
his bringing two children the first trip to the shore ; but he 
found only one person could with safety be conveyed at a time. 
This service took three hours to perform, and he succeeded in 
saving all the inhabitants. 

Captain K Blane, 1st Life Guabds. 

On the 10th of May 1840, three young gentlemen, amongst 
whom was Mr. C. F. Montagu, of Eton College, were pulling up 
the Thames in a skiff near Windsor Bridge : the tow rope of a 
barge, passing at the time, passed over the skiff, and Mr. Montagu, 
catching hold of it, was jerked out of the boat. Capt. Robert 
Blane, of the 2d Life Guards, instantly plunged into the river, 
and dived several times after him, but without succeeding in 
reaching him. The stream was very strong, and the water un- 
usually thick, so that a person could see but imperfectly under it. 
The body of Mr. Montagu was not found for half an hour, and 
every attempt was made^ but in vain, to restore animation. 
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James Wickham and Joseph Wickham. 

On the 10th of May 1840, between nine and ten o*clock, a 
poor woman, named Judith Magrath, fell into the river Mulcair, 
near Barrington Bridge, in the county of Limerick, the river 
having been greatly swollen by previous rains. James and Joseph 
Wickham, sons of John Wickham, of Madeboy, Esq., hearing the 
woman's cries, immediately ran to the spot, and, perceiving that 
the flood was rapidly carrying the woman away, Mr. Joseph 
Wickham instantly jumped in, with his clothes on, seized the 
woman, and was taken under the surface by her. On his rising 
again with the woman supported by him, Mr. James Wickham 
immediately plunged in, and swam across to his assistance ; and 
by their mutual efforts they succeeded in bringing her to the 
shore, apparently dead. She was ultimately restored to life. 

J. Oakes. 

On the 13th of May 1840, the Danish vessel, « 2wei Ge- 
bruder," of Rendsburg, was wrecked about 200 yards to the south 
of Seaham Harbour. James Oakes, ship-carpenter, immediately 
swam off through some dangerous rocks, in the midst of a heavy 
surf, and succeeded in reaching the vessel, over which the sea 
was breaking. A line was then sent on shore, by which three 
other men, to whom bronze medals have been awarded, went off 
to the vessel, and the crew were ultimately saved. 

R. GUTHEIE. 

On the 9th of July 1840, Thomas Settle, about five years 
of age, feU from the Jetty, at Yarmouth, into the sea. Mr. 
Robert Guthrie, observing the boy about sinking for the last 
time, jumped from the pier, a height of twenty feet, into the sea, 
swam to his relief, and saved the lad. 

M. R. Nightingale. 

On the 21st of June 1840, Charles Castle, five years of age, 
fell into the Paddington Canal, and had twice disappeared. Mr. 
Manners Randolph Nightingale, who was near the spot, being 
informed of the accident, plunged in with his clothes on, dived, 
and swam under water to the spot where he thought the boy was. 
He found him sinking in the mud, got hold of him, and brought 
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him safe to the bank. Mr. Nightingale was at the time but just 
recovered from a severe iUness ; and the part of the canal where 
the accident occurred is reckoned peculiarly dangerous. 

W. G. Maetin. 

On the 1st of September 1840, about eight o'clock p.m., as 
the steamer " Torridge '* was nearing Bideford, William Keates, of 
that town, was precipitated accidentally into the river. Mr. Wm. 
Creo. Martin, son of the harbour master, immediately jumped from 
the quay into the river, without taking off his clothes ; got hold 
of Keates, who had sunk twice, swam with him to the quay, and 
kept him above water until a boat reached them. 

J. TWEEDIE. 

On the 23d of April 1840, as the convict ship "Gilbert 
Henderson," was on her way to Van Diemen's Land, a child of 
one of the convicts, named Julia Lackey, fell overboard. Mr. 
James Tweedie, master of the ship, instantly ordered the ship to 
be brought to, and jumped overboard from the poop — swam to 
the child, who had floated considerably astern of the ship — and 
kept it above water until a boat was lowered from the ship, into 
which Mr. Tweedie and the child were taken. The child was 
ultimately restored to animation. 

M. Duncan. 

On the 21st of July 1840, about eleven o'clock at night, 
two seamen fell overboard from the steam-ship " President," then 
lying in Kingston Harbour. Mr. Duncan, 2d mate, son of Capt. 
Duncan, of the Boyal Navy, hearing the alarm given, ran up to 
the spar deck, and, perceiving the men struggling in the water, 
he at once leaped overboard from a great height, and succeeded 
in saving both persons 

T. Habman. 

On the 24th of April 1840, Thomas Harman was instru- 
mental in saving the life of a boy, fourteen years of age, at 
Brighton. The lad, it appears, was about 100 yards from the 
shore casting an anchor overboard : the anchor, in its descent, 
caught hold of part of the boy's dress, and dragged him into the 
sea. The boy was unable to swim ; but Harman, who was 
standing upon the beach, and saw the accident, plunged in at 
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once, and saved his life. The boy, quite insensible, was taken to 
the baths, where proper remedies were applied, and he recovered. 

J. Knight. 

On the 6th of August 1840, John Knight saved Richard 
Marchant, at Brighton. The case was that of two brothers, 
named Weaver, who both dropped senseless into a welL A per- 
son, named Richard Marchant, wjent down to rescue them, but, 
being overcome, was unable to succeed. Then it was that Knight, 
the policeman, came to the spot : he descended, and drew Mar- 
chant up in a state of utter helplessness. This was evidence 
enough of the danger he had to encounter. The two brothers 
were then lying at the bottom of the well ; but it was after he 
had gone down after Marchant, and had himself been drawn up 
almost senseless, that he determined, upon reviving, to descend 
a second time. He succeeded then in bringing up one of the 
bodies, which was placed tmder the care of Mr. Blaker, the 
surgeon, who used every means for restoration. Of course, 
Knight was by this time very much exhausted ; but remember- 
ing still that there was a third body in the vault, he ventured 
down a third time, but was so overcome as to be obliged to be 
taken up helpless himself. Such, however, was his intrepidity 
and perseverance, that, on recruiting his strength, he went down 
a fourth time, and drew up the body of the third man. 

E. Stanley, Captain, R.N. 
On the 20th of January 1841, two boys broke through the 
ice of the Grand Surrey Canal, and were immersed in deep water. 
Captain Edward Stanley, Royal Navy, happening to be near the 
place, on hearing the alarm, ran to the spot, and perceiving that 
a moment was not to be lost, jumped into the canal with his 
clothes on, swam through the broken ice, and rescued one of them. 
He then endeavoured to save the other, but became so benumbed 
himself that he nearly shared the fate of the unfortunate lad, and 
was taken out of the water almost senseless. 

W. DOWNES. 

On the 13th of November 1840, Dodsworth, the son of 
Thomas Haydon, Esq., Banker, of Guildford, aged about ten years, 
and his brother, were amusing themselves with a dog by the side 
of the river Wey, at the Breeks (or town sluices) near the Tum^ 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 93 

bling Bay, in Mill-mead, when by some means he fell into the 
water, which, in consequence of the heavy rains that had lately 
fallen, was running most rapidly, particularly at that part where 
the accident occurred, which is one of the most dangerous on the 
river between Godalming and London. The screams of his bro- 
ther alarmed some persons, who called to William Downes, the 
Guildford and Dorking carrier, who is an excellent swimmer, and 
was fortunately near at hand. He immediately proceeded to the 
spot, where he saw the young gentleman twirling about with 
great violence in the eddy, which was very strong, and the water 
at least twelve feet deep ; but Downs, in a most courageous 
manner, plunged into the water, caught the drowning boy as he 
was sinking, and with great difficulty carried him to the shore, 
apparently lifeless. After using the proper means of resuscitation, 
signs of returning animation were in a few minutes perceptible. 
He was then taken to his father's residence, where, under the care 
of James Stedman, Esq., surgeon, he soon recovered. 

Mr. Chkistophee. 

" On the 8th of May 1837, when blowing a gale of wind, 
with a tremendous sea running off Cape L'Agulhas, James Miles, 
a seaman of H.M.S. *Pylades/ fell from the mizen topsail-yard 
overboard, and in his descent fell across the chain span of the 
weather quarter davits, which he broke. The life-buoy was let 
go, and the ship wore round and stood toward the spot ; but not 
seeing anything of him or the life-buoy, and it having become 
dark, after half an hour, I gave him over, and wore the ship 
again. Suddenly, however, I thought I heard a voice borne along 
the gale : it was heard a second time, and the ship hove-to again. 
I hesitated as to the safety of sending a boat away with so heavy 
a sea running, but anxiety to save a drowning man prevailed over 
prudence, and, as Mr. Christopher nobly volunteered to make the 
attempt, I sanctioned it. Happily, after half an hour's search, 
and exposed to the terrific sea, she returned with the man, who 
had undressed himself in the water, and was swimming unhurt. 

"W. L. Castle, CapV' 

D. SiNNOT, 50th Regiment. 

On the 18th of December 1839, a child named John Hurley 
fell overboard from the brig *" (Jovemor Phillip," when on her 
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passage from Sydney to Norfolk Island. Although she was 
running five knots an hour in a heavy sea, private Dennis Sinnot, 
of the 50th regiment, jumped overboard with his clothes on, swam 
to the relief of the child, and supported it in the water until 
picked up by a boat, nearly two miles astern of the ship. 

F. AlTGLESEA. 

On the 24th of March 1841, when H.M.B. "Lyra" was 
running from St. Thomas to Porto Kico under a fresh breeze, 
Edward Kawlings, A.B., fell overboard, the brig passing over him. 
The life-buoy was let go, the vessel rounded-to, but Francis Angle- 
sea hearing the cry, jumped off the taffrail with his clothes on, 
swam to the man, who was nearly exhausted, and supported him 
until a boat reached them. The poor man whom he saved could * 
not swim. 

R. A- Scott, R.N. 

On the 18 th of May 1841, a boat was capsized belonging 
to H.M. ship " President," at Valparaiso, in which were ten sea- 
men. It blew a strong southerly breeze at the time. Mr. 
Robert Arthur Scott, mate of that ship, jumped overboard from 
the gangway, and saved one of the men, who could not swim, 
after which he swam round the ship during an ineffectual attempt 
to rescue two more from a watery grave, and was finally the last 
person taken out of the water. 

M. CUFFE. 

On the 17th of July 1841, Miss Ellen White went to bathe 
at Milltown-Malbay, in the county Clare, and, mistaking the 
place pointed out to her, went to another called the Caime's 
Hole, a deep place of notoriously dangerous character, into which 
she plunged. She struggled to save herself, but in vain. Her 
servant's screams attracted the attention of Mr. Michael Cuffe, 
who ran to the spot, and without taking off any part of his dress, 
jumped in to her relief, and rescued her as she was sinking the 
third time. Miss White was insensible when taken out of the 
water. 

J. J. Gallwey. 

On Friday evening last, at six o'clock, a boy about ten years 
old fell into the river from off the Quay Wall, at North Bridge, 
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Cork. A poor man went immediately to his assistance, but hav- 
ing been caught round the neck by the lad, his efforts were com- 
pletely paralysed, and his strength became at once exhausted, 
when Mr. John J. Gallwey, of Shandon Street, perceiving the im- 
minent danger of both, with the greatest intrepidity leaped in off 
the wall, and succeeded in bringing them to the slip, a distance 
of over 100 yards. Too much praise cannot be given to this 
gentleman for his heroic and timely aid, as they would have in- 
evitably perished but for his manly conduct. About two years 
since Mr. Galway also succeeded in saving the life of a poor 
female in nearly the same place. 

W. Sterne. 

On the 6th of August 1841, W. Edwards and G. Potter went 
to the beach at Felpham, near Bognor, to bathe. Both were 
unable to swim, and the sea was running high. W. Edwards, 
from the peculiar nature of the beach, unfortunately got out of 
his depth, and Potter, in advancing to assist him, got out of his 
depth also. Wm. Sterne was swimming near the spot, and by 
great skill and courage rescued Edwards, and drew him to the 
shore, through a heavy sea. Equal courage was shown by another 
individual, Charles Dolran, but he was an inferior swimmer, and 
barely escaped himself from the fatal grasp of Potter, who un- 
fortunately perished. 

P. English. 

On the 11th of August 1841, about half-past eleven p.m., 
Joseph Byrne mistook his way and fell into the river Lea, near 
the bridge at Ware ; the depth of the water was twelve to fifteen 
feet, and, from the surface to the wharf bank, three. Police 
constable Peter English, No. 46, instantly jumped in to his relief, 
and brought him to the edge, but from the perpendicular height 
of the wharf, could not get him out. Some Italian girls ran to 
his assistance, but, unfortunately, the man's coat skirts gave way, 
and he fell back into the river. English again, although his heavy 
clothing was saturated, went out to his relief, and eventually 
saved him. 

H. Entwistle, re. 

On the 30th of August 1841, Private Samuel Turner, 5th 
Company Royal Sappers and Miners, during pontoon practice, fell 
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into the Medway, near Rochester Bridge, a strong ebb-tide run- 
ning at the time. Private Henry Entwistle, of the same company, 
at the imminent risk of his own life, plunged into the stream, and 
saved Turner, who was totally unable to swim. From the 
strength of the current and the weight of his clothes he had con- 
siderable difficulty in retaining his grasp of the drowning man 
until the cutter reached them. 

Captain F. Higgins. 

On Monday the 30th of August 1841, the daughters of Tobias 
Bourke, Esq., J. P., of Woodville, were bathing at the baths near 
the town of Wesport, when, unfortunately, one of them went 
beyond her depth, and the tide being on the return, she was 
carried out a considerable distance. Her sisters did not. at first 
perceive her danger ; but when they did, their feelings cannot be 
described. Assistance they were unable to procure, as there were 
none but females in or about the baths. Fortunately, however, 
Captain Fitzgerald Higgins was in the act of driving by at the 
moment, when one of the Misses Bourke ran out on the road im- 
ploring help, and he immediately leaped from his carriage, rushed 
into the baths, and, in the most courageous and heroic manner, 
at once plunged into the water. After swimming a short dis- 
tance. Captain Higgins reached the young lady, who had then 
sunk for the third time : he pulled her to the top of the water, 
and was in the act of drawing her towards the shore, when she 
caught him by the arm, to which she clung so closely that he was 
unable to use it, and, hampered as he was by his dress (not hav- 
ing had time to take off his boots or any of his clothes previous 
to rushing into the water), they were both for some time in im- 
minent danger. He at length, however, succeeded with his fair 
burden in reaching the shore ; and he was thus, under Divine 
providence, the means of restoring an amiable and accomplished 
young lady to the bosom of an excellent and respected family. 

A. T. Verekee. 

On the 15th of September 1841, Mr. Richard Daxon, not 
aware of the depth of the water, jumped into the sea at Ealkee, 
in the county of Clare, at a place called the Chum, which is 100 
feet deep, and not being a good swimmer, was sinking ; when 
Amos T. Yerekeri Esq., of Limerick, plunged from the rocks in 
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to his relief, and, although seized by the drowning young man, 
succeeded in rescuing him. 

A. B. Kingston, RN. 

On the evening of thiB 13th of March 1840, when H.M.S. 
" Saracen " was on her passage to the river Gambia, from Sierra 
Leone, a lad named John Plunket fell overboard from the main 
top gallant yard. It was blowing fresh with a heavy cross sea. 
Mr. Arthur B. Kingston, mate of that vessel, exclaiming to his 
commander, " Send a boat as quick as you can. Sir — 1*11 save 
him," sprang overboard as he spoke, and swam to his relief. In 
a short time he had disappeared : rising, again, however, Mr. 
Kingston caught his almost inanimate shipmate, who bled pro- 
fusely at the mouth and nostiils, and clung closely to him. In 
this state he supported him by swimming and treading water, until, 
for fear of exhaustion, he threw himself on his back, and for a 
quarter of an hour this gallant young officer supported the head of 
his senseless shipmate on his chest, until a boat reached them. 

On the 28th of November 1839, Mr. Kingston, by his judg- 
ment and presence of mind, saved four other lives. 

J. Shaepe. 

On the 23d October 1841, a boy about ten years of age fell 
into the Kelvin, at Meadowside Print Works, about 150 yards 
from the Clyde. The poor boy was rapidly borne along by the 
impetuous current, both the Kelvin and the Clyde being greatly 
swollen at the time, in consequence of the late heavy rains. At 
this critical moment the screams of the drowning child were for- 
tunately heard by James Sharpe, Esq., of Meadowside Works, who 
instantly ran down to the margin of the river, threw off his coat 
and shoes, flung his watch into one of the latter, and sprang off 
the bank into the deep and boiling torrent. Being an excellent 
swimmer, Mr. Sharpe fearlessly struck out in the direction of the 
unfortunate boy, and, just as the poor little fellow was sinking 
for ever, succeeded in grasping him with his left hand, while with 
his powerful right arm he brought him safely to the shore. The 
boy, who was nearly in a state of insensibility, was immediately 
carried by Mr. Sharpe into one of the stove-houses of the works, 
whence, owing to the resuscitating remedies applied, he was en- 
abled, in a couple of hours afterwards, to walk home. 

o 
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Dr. Willis. 



At about half-past one p.m., on the 2d of November 1841, a 
gentleman was rescued from drowning about 150 yards to the 
westward of the Chain Pier, at Brighton. When taken out of 
the sea, he was floating perpendicularly, with his head about a 
foot below the surface of the water : when placed in the boat, a 
quantity of frothy matter ran from his nose and mouth ; his eyes 
were staring, and quite red, and his hands and face nearly black. 
He was taken to Creak's Baths, in Pool Valley. Doctor Willis, 
on his arrival, found him insensible, and apparently in a lifeless 
state. He assisted in removing the clothes, cleared the nostrils and 
mouth of a quantity of frothy mucus, and bad him placed in a 
warm bath at 98°. At this time neither respiration nor pulse 
was perceptible ; the whole surface of the body was cold, and 
partially discoloured. For more than half an hour the whole 
surface of the body was assiduously rubbed, whilst Dr. Willis 
endeavoured to maintain artificial resperation in the ordinary and 
simple manner, by pressing at intervals on the stomach and dia- 
phragm. The temperature of the bath was gradually raised to 
108°, and, after an interval of about twenty minutes from his 
immersion in it, signs of vitality were faintly apparent, though 
the pulse was scarcely perceptible. He was able with difficulty 
to swallow a wine-glassful of brandy, and subsequently a solution 
of about six grains of carbonate of ammonia, in mint- water, under 
the influence of which circulation was excited, and, after about 
half-an-hour's dry rubbing with towels, he was removed to a bed. 
His consciousness was not fully restored before five o'clock, and 
on the following morning it became necessary to bleed him by 
cupping on the chest, to relieve severe pain and oppression in his 
breathing. 

Mr. Burrows, surgeon, joined Doctor Willis shortly before he 
was taken from the bath, and continued to assist him in the treat- 
ment of the case. 

In the report of this case the following important observation 
is made by Doctor Willis : — " The chance of recovery in this, aa 
it is in many similar instances, was materially lessened by the 
throng of persons who inconsiderately crowded the bath-room 
and ante-chamber. To say nothing of the minor interruptions 
which were thus occasioned, the ingi-ess and free circulation of 
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air are prevented — the temperature of that contained in the 
apartment is raised — and its quality so vitiated as to prove op- 
pressive to those engaged, and most baneful in its influence on the 
party whose restoration mainly depends on the renewal of natural 
respiration." 

A. Ellis. 

On the 28th of August 1841, Mr. F. G. Belcher, when bath- 
ing in the river Stpur, near Wimboume, was seized, it is supposed, 
with the cramp, and disappeared. After having been in the 
water nearly twenty minutes, a man who had run to the high road 
for help, saw Mr. Arthur Ellis on horseback, who instantly gal- 
loped to the river, and, throwing the reins to a person, with 
directions to ride for medical aid, plunged into the water, and 
with considerable diflBculty found the body, which he landed on 
the bank, and used all the means in his power to restore life, 
which were followed up by two medical men on their arrival, but 
life was extinct. 

J. Tyrrell. 

On the 19 th September 1841, a boy named John M*Donogh 
fell from the quay at Galway into the harbour, and was in im- 
minent danger of drowning ; when Mr. John Tyrrell jumped from 
the pier with his clothes on to his relief, and after considerable 
difficulty rescued him. 

W. Guy and T. Osmoni). 

On the night of the 7th of October 1841, Mr. Wjlmot, 
Clerk of H.M.S. " Albert," of the Niger Expedition, jumped into 
that river in a fit of delirium caused by fever. The night was 
pitch dark, and the current was very strong. William GUy, a 
liberated African, directed solely by Mr. Wilmot's cries, dashed 
at once into the river, and reached him at the moment he was 
sinking. Guy was becoming much exhausted, but he had been 
closely followed by " Tom Osmond," a Krooman, who arrived in 
time to assist him in supporting Mr. Wilmot, until a boat reached 
them. 

Lord F. Beauclerc. 

On the 17th of February 1842, at 10.30 p.m., a woman, 
in stepping on board the " Merlin '* mail packet, at Kingstown, 
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near Dublin, fell over the side of the pier into the water, the depth 
of which was sixteen feet. Lord Frederick Beauclerc instantly 
plunged into her rescue, and supported her until William Cane, 
a seaman of that vessel, who also jumped overboard, rendered 
his Lordship assistance, and by their mutual exertions the woman 
was saved. 

Mr. Scolater, RN. 

On the 9th of March 1842, the "Minerva" collier, of Jersey, 
being unable to enter the port of Calais, was obliged to anchor 
in the roads during a heavy gale of wind. Her situation was very 
critical, and attempts were made by the French life-boats to reach 
her, which were ineflfectual, owing to the heavy surf After the 
tide began to flow, the brig slipped and grounded, so that the 
crew must have inevitably perished, if not taken from the wreck. 
Mr. Sclater, second master of H.M. mail packet, "Widgeon," 
obtained the loan of a whale-boat belonging to the Humane 
Society of Calais, and with five men of his vessel, and a seaman 
of the * Frederick ' of Sunderland, undertook the dangerous 
service. He succeeded in reaching the vessel, and, after great 
personal risk, brought aU the crew, seven in number, safely on 
shore. 

D. D. M*Leod, RN. 

On the 20th of April 1842, a young woman threw herself 
into the river at Greenwich, and was sinking ; when Mr. D. D. 
M'Leod, of the Royal Navy, jplunged in with his clothes on, swam 
to her relief, and, after much difficulty and personal risk, succeeded 
in saving her. When a boat reached them, Mr. M'Leod refused 
all proffered aid until the object of his humane conduct was taken 
into her. 

K H. Hone. 

On the 26th of April 1842, as the " Starlight " steamer was 
leaving the Old Swan Pier, London Bridge, a young lad, named 
Dennis Long, had fallen into the river, and was being carried 
away by the flood-tide towards the numerous craft then moored 
at the several wharfs ; when Edwin Henry Hone, the master of 
the above steamer, plunged from the stem of that vessel with his 
clothes on to the lad's relief, and after considerable danger and 
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diflBculty, owing to the rapidity of the current, succeeded in saving 
his life. 

J. Lague. 

On the 13th of June 1842, a boy named Richard Ledgett, when 
bathing in the Regent's Canal, at Camden-town, suddenly got out 
of his depth, and sank. The screams of his companions brought 
Joseph Lague, a little fellow only eleven years of age, to the spot. 
Without a moment's hesitation, he threw off his jacket, and at 
once dived into the water. In half a minute he appeared with 
the boy at the surface ; but the latter being nearly double his size 
he was unable to support him, and he again disappeared. Lague 
again went down after him, and again brought him up ; but, his 
strength failing him, he was compelled to let him go. After re- 
covering himself about a minute, he dived a third time, and, after a 
desperate effort, brought the body of Ledgett up with his head 
under his arm, and contrived to reach the wood-work at that part 
of the canal, against which he sustained himself, until both were 
taken out of the water. Lague was much exhausted, and Ledgett 
was apparently quite lifeless ; but, by proper and timely treatment 
of Dr. Escott, both were recovered. 

W. Spueway. 

On the 1st of July 1842, a poor woman threw herself into 
the river at London Bridge. The tide was carrying her rapidly 
under the arch, when Mr. William Spurway, seeing her critical 
situation, jumped in to her relief with his clothes on, and after 
considerable difficulty rescued her. She was quite insensible when 
taken out of the water, but, by prompt appliance, she was re- 
covered by Mr. Croft, surgeon, of Monument- Yard. 

Gentleman Cadet M. Biddulph. 

On the 25th of August 1842, Master Wightman, when bath- 
ing in the canal in the Royal Arsenal at Woolwich, became ex- 
hausted and was sinking in the centre. One of his companions 
went to his assistance, but, finding his efforts ineffectual, relin- 
quished his attempt and made for the shore : the other was pas- 
sive, and had disappeared twice ; when Oentleman Cadet Michael 
Biddulph, seeing his imminent danger, leapt into the water in full 
regimentals, and rescued him from a watery grave. 
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C. Gkant. 

On the 9th of August 1842, Charles Grant, when near the 
New Quay, about half a mile below Lancaster, heard a youth 
named Kobert Parker calling for help, and saw him struggling in 
the river Lune. Without waiting to take off any portion of his 
dress, he jumped into the river, swam to the relief of the drown- 
ing youth, and brought him to the shore. The depth of the water 
was eighteen feet. 

Under precisely similar circumstances, and very nearly at the 
same place, Charles Grant saved James Ehodes on the 23d of 
the same month, by swimming off to his relief. 

Dk. F. Borton. 

On the 5th of October 1842, James Clarke fell into the 
river Derwent, at Malton : from the best calculation that coidd be 
arrived at, it is thought that he remained in deep water nearly 
ten minutes. On his body being found, life appeared all but ex- 
tinct, but after the ceaseless use of remedial measures for nearly 
three hours, animation was restored. Doctor Francis Borton, a 
resident physician of that place, took a very active part in the 
direction of the case, and in the application of the measures 
which were had recourse to. Mr. William Kymer, surgeon to the 
Public Dispensary, very actively assisted also on the occasion. 

The following is Dr. F. Borton's official report of the case : — 

" According to the best direct and circumstantial evidence I 
can procure, the actual time he appears to have been under water 
was ten minutes. The body, when taken out, retained some 
warmth ; the face was both livid and turgid ; the lips were espe- 
cially livid. The eyelids were closed, and the pupils were per- 
fectly dilated. The general appearance was that of a person in a 
state of apoplexy. The warmth was most perceptible over the 
region of the thorax. The extremities, namely, the feet, legs, 
and thighs, were cold. At first a bloody, but afterwards a pure 
mucus occasionally came from the mouth. The depth of the river 
where he fell in was about seven feet,- and it was from twelve to 
fifteen feet deep where he was found, at a distance of about 
seventy yards from the 'place where the accident occurred. The 
body was raised from the bottom of the river by means of a long 
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pole with a liook affixed to the end of it ; and the only thing which 
served to guide the person in the boat where to use it was a little 
bubble, which now and then rose to the surface of the water. 
Both the finding the body, and, in fact, the final restoration to life, 
can only be ascribed to the remarkable interposition of Providence. 
The body was removed on a door to the nearest respectable inn, 
a distance of a hundred yards, and placed upon a table in a 
spacious well-aired kitchen. It was then well rubbed till per- 
fectly dry, and bleeding was had recourse to, but only two or 
three ounces could be abstracted. It was the very livid and apo- 
plectic appearance of the face, and, moreover, his having been 
previously intoxicated, that suggested the propriety of such a 
remedy. I then directed the body to be occasionally raised up 
from and then lowered again to the table, and directed warmth 
and constant friction with the hands to be kept up on the extre- 
mities ; and bladders to be filled and renewed with hot water to be 
rolled about over the thorax, and to be locally applied under the 
armpits, and between the thighs, etc. etc. At certain intervals, 
I kept pressing the diaphragm upwards, with the view of effect- 
ing renewed action of the lungs. I likewise found, I thought, 
evident advantage to result from friction with my ovm hand over 
the region of the stomach and the solar plexus, in rousing the 
action of the nervous system, and in exciting the heart. I often 
applied also very strong aromatic vinegar to the nose, and at the 
last of all, when recovery was slowly progressing, strong common 
vinegar was applied to the face, and the whole of the chest was 
well rubbed with it. This restorative plan was very actively and 
perseveringly kept up for nearly three hours, when strong convul- 
sions began to iaike place, clearly evincing the tendency that there 
at length was to a restoration to life ; so evident, indeed, that 
when I made a pressure on the diaphragm and frictions over the 
stomach, it required at times five or six people to restrain his 
motions. The discharge of mucus from the mouth frequently 
requued removing. When sufficiently recovered, he was put 
into bed, with warm blankets, and allowed as much green tea as 
he could be induced to take. Mr. Kymer and myself paid him 
three visits before twelve o'clock, the accident having occurred 
about three in the afternoon. 

" On the following morning, after removal to his lodgings, he 
had a very suffused countenance, attended with considerable dis- 
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turbance of the brain ; very great thirst ; pain in the middle of 
the chest, and under and over the region of the liver, with a 
sense of general and great soreness over the abdomen. By con- 
finement in bed, low diet, leeching, and blistering the chest, 
mild aperients, and salines conjoined with tartarized antimony, 
he gradually improved and recovered, and, a day or two since, he 
started on horseback to see his mother at Eserick, in Yorkshire. 
Mr. Colby bled James Clarke ; but having done that, being other- 
wise engaged, he left the case under the management of Mr. 
Kymer and myself." 

H. Hahn. 

On October 7th 1842, T was on board the ferry-boat at the 
landing-place, at Seacombe, when a cry was heard that a person 
had fallen into the river, and, on turning, I saw a female strug- 
gling in the water, and borne along by a strong ebb tide. There 
was no boat near or apparent means of rescue. Mr. Herman 
Hahn, a highly respectable merchant at Liverpool, rushed from 
the steam-boat along the pier, and darted into the river. He was 
a good swimmer, and succeeded with very little assistance in 
bringing her to land. This was, however, the more difficult, by 
her proving to be a large and unwieldy old lady. 

M. Roberts. 

On the 1st of November 1842, two seafaring men, James Dyer 
and Benjamin Paul, were upset by a sudden squall in a boat laden 
with sea-weed off Penzance Battery. The sea was heavy, and 
neither of the men could swim. Dyer held on by the stem of 
the boat, and assisted by George Bell, who swam to his aid, kept 
himself above water until a small punt reached them. Benjamin 
Paul soon sunk. Michael Roberts stripped and swam to the 
place where Paul had disappeared. On looking down into the 
water, which was thirteen feet deep, he siiw something white at 
the bottom, and pushing aside the searweed which was floating 
about, he dived, and found that the white object was the face of 
the sunken man, who was quite still and perfectly insensible. 
Roberts instantly grasped him by the hair, and attempted to raise 
him, but, his feet being entangled amongst the rocks, he was at 
first unable to do so. However, by getting his leg beneath the 
body, he forcibly extricated it, leaving part of the dress behind, 
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and then rose with it to the surface, and, holding it with one 
hand, he swam with the other to the boat. The body was then 
taken into the punt already spoken of, and Roberts swam to the 
shore. Paul was instantly attended by J. T. Millett, Esq., sur- 
geon, and, upon the application of the usual remedies, life was 
restored. 

M. RioHAEDS, R.N., and George Lundy. 

On the morning of the 13th of June 1842, Mr. Matthew 
Richards, about seventeen years of age, and acting master's 
assistant of H.M. brig '< Nautilus,'' jumped in the most gallant 
manner from the hammock netting of that vessel into the sea off 
Brighton, and saved the life of a boy who had fallen overboard. 
The boy was unable to swim, and, being exhausted by his struggles, 
was sinking at the moment Mr. Richards arrived to his rescue. 
The crew were cleaning decks at the time, and the noise consequent 
upon that operation prevented the boy's cries from being heard ; 
it would therefore have been impossible to have cleared away a 
boat in sufficient time to have saved him. A seaman, George 
Lundy, also followed Mr. Richards's example in a manner that 
reflected great credit on him. 

Rev. Dr. Btttlee. 

On the morning of the 9th of January 1843, a woman pro- 
ceeded to the Grand Junction Canal, and precipitated herself into 
the water : the day was intensely cold. Fortunately, the Very 
Rev. Dr. Butler, Dean of Peterborough, who is nearly seventy 
years of age, was crossing a bridge on his way to Northampton, 
and upon seeing the woman floating in the water, he instantly 
alighted from his horse, and plunged in to her relief. After con- 
siderable difficulty, he succeeded in bringing her to the bank in a 
state of insensibility : the countenance was swollen, and of a livid 
colour. The doctor, with much difficulty, prevailed on the boat- 
man of a barge, passing at the time, to convey the body to the 
Navigation Inn, where she was attended, and after some time 
animation was restored. 

F. J. Burgess, Cadet. 

On the 23d of July 1842, James Watt, carpenter of the 
" Princess Royal," on her voyage to India, when over the ship's 



106 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

side tightening the scuttles, fell overboard. Cadet Francis J. 
Burgess, now an Ensign of the 74th Regiment, K I. (Bengal), 
jumped from the poop of the vessel to his relief, and got hold of 
him at the moment he was sinking. 

Mr. Burgess, although much exhausted, continued to support 
him until the boat, which had to be lowered, reached them. 

Mr. TuRNBE, R.N. 

On the 8th of August 1842, the pinnace belonging to H.M.S. 
" Serpent " was caught in a gale of wind in Chimmo Bay, China. 
At midnight a heavy squall caused a junk she was riding by to 
drive, forcing the pinnace so suddenly a-head, that, in her heavy 
pitching, she foundered. In a moment seven men were struggling 
for their lives, five of whom were saved by the extraordinary ex- 
ertions of Mr. Turner (mate), who in liis praiseworthy efforts was 
nearly jammed between two junks, and only just hauled up in 
time, but not before he had seen two of his best men hauled up 
before him. 

G. GiLLEY. 

On the 18th of February 1843, duringaheavy gale at E.S.E., 
a boat which had gone to the relief of a French fishing-boat in 
distress, off Torquay, was unfortunately upset by a terrific sea 
when trying to save one of the crew who was washed overboard. 
All attempt to rescue the man was considered by every one to be 
hopeless, when George Gilley, a blacksmith of that town, rushed 
to a boat lying at the pier-head, calling on volunteers to foDow 
him ; unfortunately, the attempt was considered to be that of a 
madman. In the meantime Gilley, in the most prompt and gallant 
manner, proceeded to the scene of danger in another boat. After 
considerable skill and great difficulty they reached one poor fellow, 
and seized him by the collar amidst the cheers of the spectators. 

H. D. Croker. 

On the 15th of February 1843, Miss Moore fell into a mill- 
race at Mallow. Mr. Henry Dillon Croker, on hearing the 
screams of her sisters, ran to the spot, and, seeing on the opposite 
side of the stream part of a cloak on the surface of the water, 
fearlessly plunged in, and found Miss Moore five feet under the 
surface, to all appearance dead. He brought her to the quay- 
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wall, and with assistance got her on the bank. Had she been 
swept through the low arch towards which the rapid current was 
carrying her she must have perished. 

Mr. Croker has been instrumental in saving life at the risk of 
his own upon four former occasions. 

J. DOEAN. 

On the 5th of January 1843, James Doran, an able seaman, 
of H.M.S. " Vanguard," at Port Mahon, perilled his own life to 
save that of a shipmate in a manner that called forth the admi- 
ration of the whole of the officers and crew of that ship. It blew 
a violent gale of wind at N. by E. ; the topmasts were struck, 
and, when at its greatest fury, a man fell overboard who could not 
swim. James Doran gallantly dashed into the sea, and succeeded 
in bringing the poor fellow alongside, although he was quite dead 
from the effects of his submersion. 

W. ROBSON. 

On the 2d of June 1843, a boy about five years of age, son 
of Francis Ormiston, labourer, Floors, was most providentially 
saved from drowning in the Tweed, by the presence of mind and 
intrepidity of Master William Robson, of Kelso. It is supposed 
that the boy had fallen into the river a little above Mr. Robson*s 
skin-works, and, the river being a good deal swollen at the time, 
was carried down ; when Master Robson, observing the poor 
little fellow floating down, apparently quite insensible, leaped in a 
moment from the wall into the river, and succeeded in extricating 
him from his perilous situation, though in a very exhausted state. 
After bringing the boy out of the water, he was taken to a near 
house, where he was stript of his wet clothes, and put into warm 
blankets. Fortunately Dr. Stuart happened to be coming past at 
the time, and was called in. Shortly afterwards Dr. Moffat also 
arrived : after the proper remedies had been employed for a con- 
siderable time by the medical gentlemen, the little sufferer was 
brought about, and, we are happy to state, is now considered out 
of danger. But for the circumstance of his having been observed 
in the manner described, there is every reason to fear that the 
boy must have met with an untimely end, as he could not easily 
have been discovered until a good way farther down the river, 
which was much swollen and discoloured. Great praise is due to 
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Master Robson, for the decided and fearless part he acted upon the 
occasion ; and, from the rapidity with which the water runs, it is 
most providential that both children were not carried down to the 
wear and corn mill. Young Robson is only thirteen years of age. 

J. Walkee. 

On the 6th of July 1843, when rambling on the marshes at 
Upper Clapton, near the copper-mill stream which runs into the 
river Lea, Mr. James Walker was attracted by some boys calling 
loudly for assistance, as a man was drowning. Mr. Walker, who 
was in advance of Mr. Cotton, threw off his clothes as he ran 
along the bank, a distance of about 100 yards, and, at the moment 
the man had again disappeared, he dashed in and was lost to view, 
but soon reappeared, supporting him by the hair. With consider- 
able difficulty he brought him to the bank in a state of perfect 
insensibility. 

A. H. Youngs. 

On the 13th of January 1843, the smack " Prince Regent," 
of London, was driven on shore at Fishergate Station ; and on 
her being observed in distress, Lieut. Franklin and the chief boat- 
man of Blackrock, Lieut. Pratt, with the Brighton crew and 
rockets and lif^-boat (which latter was found upon her arrival not 
to be required), Mr. Stanbridge and the Hove crew, and Abraliam 
Hart Youngs, chief boatman of Fishersgate, and his crew, pro- 
ceeded to her assistance, and rescued the whole of the crew. The 
gallant conduct of Abraham Hart Youngs was very conspicuous, 
he having been hauled on board through a heavy surf, in which 
he had also to contend with the malevolent efforts of some fisher- 
men to detain him, and throw him down. He, however, suc- 
ceeded in slinging the crew,, and landing them. 

Makgaeet M'Gibbon and Alexander M*Gibbon. 

At the foot of the stupendous rapid called the Longue Soult, 
on the river Ottawa, near Grenville, Lower Oanada, a family 
named M'Gibbon keeps a ferry. In the spring of the year their 
ferry is rendered impassable, as there is another dangerous fall 
below the Longue Soult. On the 15th of May, when the water 
was unusually high, a raft of timber missed the narrow channel 
in descending the rapids, and was wrecked ; when two men were 
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observed to be floating down througb the turmoil of the raging 
torrent, clinging to an oar, without the most distant idea of their 
rescue being possible. To the astonishment of every one Margaret 
M*Gibbon pushed off in her fraU punt, assisted by her brother Alex- 
ander, at her instigation, to save them : and they did save them ; 
and brought them, one in a state of insensibility, to the cottage 
of their widowed mother, who had watched with intense anxiety 
the whole of this daring adventure of her children. 

D. Blacklow. 

« 

On the 10th of September 1843, a boy, about five years of 
age, fell from the quay in the Victoria dock at Hartlepool. 
Whilst the crowd were shouting and devising means of rescue, 
David Blacklow, master of the " Restless '* of Sunderland, boldly 
plunged into the dock, without even divesting himself of his hat 
or watch, caught the child in his arms, and paddled him to the 
quay, where they were safely landed. 

Mr. Edwaeds. 

On Sunday afternoon, the 16th of July 1843, a boy, who was 
bathing in a deep pond (the effect of the excavation of clay for 
brickmaking) in the Ch^ Eoad, Islington, got out of his depth, 
and was on the point of being drowned, in the presence of several 
other boys incapable of rendering effectual aid, when Mr. Edwards, 
jun., son of a tradesman residing at PentonviUe, on observing the 
poor boy in his perilous position, sprung over a fence, ran down 
the hill, and gallantly plunged into the water with the greater 
part of his clothes on, and, after a hard struggle, in which he 
nearly lost his own life on account of the way in which the 
drowning boy clung to him, succeeded in bringing his charge to 
land. Mr. Edwards had a hard struggle to prevent being dragged 
to the bottom by the boy : the water was very deep and muddy, 
and both were in a state of great exhaustion when landed. He 
accompanied the boy home in his wet clothes, and placed him 
under the care of his parents. 

W. Whitehead. 

On the 25th of August 1843, Mr. William Whitehead, with 
some companions, proceeded down the river Trent to the village 
of Stoke, in a pleasure boat. In less than half an hour they were 
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startled by a piercing cry of distress, and, on looking towards * 
the quarter whence it proceeded, observed a horse and cart roll- 
ing and tossing about in the water, with a man and a boy in it, 
in a very agitated state, and in danger every moment of being 
washed away by the excessive strength of the cun^ent. Mr. 
Whitehead, who was the only one who could swim, plunged into 
the river, and, swimming with unusual vigour, crossed it, caught 
hold of the horse's head (it rapidly approaching towards the centre 
of the stream, struggling fearfully, and elevating its nostrils above 
the surface of the water) with his left hand, and swam with his 
right hand towards the bank whence they had started. 

From the manner in which the animal seemed to make its way 
when thus led, they would all have safely escaped to the shore, 
had not an unforeseen obstruction arisen. At various places in 
the Trent long walls or wears are raised as far in the river as 
possible to make it navigable at low-water mark : one of these 
lay a few yards before them, and upon reaching it, and discover- 
ing what it was, Mr. Whitehead moimted upon this, and, lifting 
up the animal's head, enabled him to place his fore-feet firmly on 
this embankment ; then, taking the boy from his more dangerous 
position on the cart, where he hung half-drowned, he placed him 
beside himself on the wear. The current was excessively rapid, 
the cart was every moment dragging more heavily at the heels of 
the horse, and, although he struggled hard to retain his fobthold, 
and seemed to display the greatest sagacity in his manoeuvres to 
counteract the eflfect of the overwhelming torrent, still it proved 
too much for him, and he rolled over again into the stream. The 
poor boy, when he saw the cart roU over, seemed overwhelmed 
with agony, and repeatedly cried aloud, " See, see ! my father ! 
oh, save him ! save him !" 

For a short time the old man managed to retain his hold of 
the cart, and, as it rolled over, he still contrived to climb to the 
top ; but the stream quickly taking them more into the depth of 
the river, he was washed off. The anxious bystanders raised a 
fearful scream as he sank, apparently for ever ; and he must in- 
evitably have been lost, had not Mr. Whitehead dashed into the 
deep to his assistance. A few rapid strokes brought him above 
the old man, and, diving for a moment, he brought him again to 
the surface ; and having -placed his left hand under the right arm 
of the drowning man, he struck out for the side of the river, when 
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he again gained a footing upon the wear. For a moment the old 
man retained his foothold ; but being much exhausted by his 
previous struggles, the stream again washed him away. Mr. 
Whitehead again, in a fit of desperate courage, plunged after him, 
but this time had nearly paid too dearly for his temerity ; for, 
seizing hold of the struggling man incautiously, he was grasped 
round the neck with death-like agony, and they both sank to the 
bottom of the river. Fortunately, however, Mr. Whitehead never 
lost his presence of mind. At this moment a small boat from the 
ferry reached the spot ; Mr. Whitehead made towards it, and was 
taken aboard by his two friends, in a state of much exhaustion : 
at the same instant the drowning man was rescued by the ferry- 
man and his assistants, in another boat. Having secured one of 
the struggling parties, the boat proceeded up the river to rescue 
the poor boy from the dangerous position be had occupied all the 
while in the middle of the stream, where he continually cried out 
that he was every minute becoming weaker, and that the stream 
was taking him off his legs. The individuals who had been thus 
almost miraculously saved were Mr. Hugh Watson, baker, of 
Carlton, and his son. 

J. CoRBm. 

On the 27th of August 1843, upon the arrival of the "Rain- 
bow," steam-packet at Ramsgate, Mrs. Heily, with a child in her 
arms, fell from the plank which she was crossing, into the harbour 
between the vessel and the pier. Captain James Corbin, the 
commander of the packet, plunged in from the high pier, and 
supported them until assisted by myself and others in getting 
them on shore. 

Captain Corbin received the Thanks of the Royal Humane 
Society, inscribed on vellum, in 1841, for his judicious and per- 
severing exertions for the recovery of a lad named Clarke, who 
had fallen overboard on his passage from Hamburgh to London. 

H. P. Ward. 

On the 9th of September 1843, Master Henry Purcell Ward, 
only fifteen years of age, when bathing near Southsea Castle, 
heard men shouting for help to save a man who was drowning at 
some distance from the beach ; on which he instantly swam out 
to his assistance, and, after considerable difficulty and danger. 
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succeeded in bringing Mm to the shore in a state of insensibiHty, . 
from which he did not recover for some time. 

The man's name was Joseph Jenkins, a private in the Boyal 
Marines. 

R L. Daniel. 

On Tuesday, the 13th of June 1843, a fine boy, five or six 
years of age, fell into the river Cober, near Helston, which was 
much swollen by the heavy rains, and perfectly opaque. It is 
also strongly impregnated by various minerals, etc., but particu- 
larly by mundic, and is therefore very noxious. The attention of 
Mr. Kobert Lancaster Daniel, of this town, was quickly arrested 
by the cries of the child's brother, who gave the alarm, and, with 
a promptitude which did him credit, immediately stripped and 
dived into the river : this was done a few yards above a low arch, 
which made the attempt to swim through it on the surface of the 
water very hazardous. Young Daniel was aware of this, and, being 
urged by the strength of the current, went through the arch under 
the water, and thought that he had felt the body of the child 
with his feet At this moment a grapnel was brought, and by it 
the child was drawn out ; but life was quite extinct, having been 
more than half an hour in the water. 

H. F. M'KiLLOP, Midshipman. 

At daylight, on the 15th of June 1842, when H.M. ship 
" Belleisle " was at anchor in one of the passages to the entrance 
of Chusan, in the China Sea, where there was a strong tide run- 
ning, Capt. J. Kingcome heard Mr. H. F. M<Killop, Midshipman, 
cry — " A man overboard ; I'll jump after him." The quarter- 
master said, " You had better not, sir : there is a very strong 
tide running.'* The reply was, " I will ; the man can't swim." 
He instantly plunged overboard, and I had the satisfaction of 
witnessing him lay hold of the man, and keep him afloat for a 
considerable period, until the boat had been lowered and sent to 
pick them both up. 

H. S. POLEHAMPTON. 

On Tuesday afternoon, June 27, 1843, Mr. R H. Kirby went 
with his brother, H. W. Kirby, to bathe in Iffley Pool, into which 
the river Isis empties itself by means of a wear. He went in 
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before me, and observed that the current was very strong. When 
Mr. R H. Kirby left the water he appeared to be swimming near 
the lasher. In about five minutes he called for help. His 
brother instantly entered the water ; but, having to swim a con- 
siderable distance before he reached him, both time and strength 
were lost. He tried to save his brother, who was much ex- 
hausted. At this time Mr. Henry Stedman Polehampton, of Pem- 
broke College, jumped into the water, swam towards Mr. H. W. 
Kirby, and shortly succeeded in bringing him to the bank. The 
worst part was now, perhaps, accomplished ; but great difficulty 
still remained in landing him, he being still out of his depth. 
Mr. Polehampton, however, continued to support him, and by his 
aid and the persons on the bank he was raised out of the water, 
over some bushes, and up a steep ascent, then conveyed to Wyatt's 
House, where every attention was paid him. 

Mr. R H. Kirby believes that his brother did not make any 
i^ort from the time that Mr. Polehampton reached him. 

W. Gaenham. 
On the 17th of August 1843, when returning in a boat from 
a row on the Beccles river, it was proposed to land on a wherry 
which lay from the shore towards the middle of the stream. Miss 
K A. Everett rose and laid her hand on the wherry whilst 
William Gamham sprang on to it. As she did not hold firm 
enough, the boat drifted, and not being able to recover her balance, 
she fell into the stream, the depth of which was nine feet. On 
rising to the surface she hoped to get hold of the boat, but it had 
drifted away from her. She rose a second time, and saw her 
friend William Gkmham with a countenance full of agony. She 
again went to the bottom, and almost despaired of being saved : 
a sense of sleepiness was coming over her, when she heard a splash 
in the water, and felt that William had plunged in to save her. 
This gave her hope and energy, and by some means he raised her 
above the water. She got hold of his arm, but, as he could not 
swim, they both sank together. By a violent effort he again * 
raised her to the surface, and, assistance arriving, they were ex- 
tricated from their perilous situation. 

Captain Campbell. 
On the 21st of September 1843, at 10 p.m., when the barque 
"Marion '' was hauling into the West India dock, Mr. Field, the 

H 
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second officer, in assisting to get one of the anchors on the fore- 
castle, accidentally fell overboard. Captain Campbell, who was in 
his cabin, on hearing the cry, " A man overboard,'* hurried on 
deck, and, in a manner reflecting credit on him, instantly jumped 
overboard, and repeatedly dived in his ejfforts to save the un- 
fortunate man, but without success. The poor fellow not being 
found until twenty minutes after the accident, life was extinct, 
but every means were, nevertheless, resorted to to restore ani- 
mation. 

SlE W. ElDDELL, BaBT. 

On Tuesday night last, December 26, 1 843, Sir Walter Kiddell, 
Bart., was returning to his residence at the Palace, Maidstone, 
when, on passing the mill-lead of Messrs. Mercer and Parton's 
mills, the honourable Baronet met a man and woman, and imme- 
diately afterwards heard a splash in the water and a cry of dis- 
tress. Sir Walter hastened to the spot, and seeing something on 
the surface of the water, which is at this spot about six feet deep, 
and runs with a rapid current under a low archway of the mill, 
without hesitation plunged in with all his clothes on, and suc- 
ceeded in saving from a watery grave the woman whom he had 
passed just before, and who, by some means or other not clearly 
ascertained, had got into this most dangerous situation, from which, 
without the honourable Baronet's aid, there is no probability that 
she could have been rescued. The difficulty of effecting a landing 
from a deep piece of water on a perpendicular bricked embank- 
ment is obvious ; and had not the man assisted in getting her on 
the bank, it is not likely that Sir Walter could have accomplished 
his humane object, if indeed he had himself escaped a watery grave. 

N,B, — The Secretary of the Institution is indebted to Sir John 
Croft, who resides at Millgate, near Maidstone, for the following 
additional particulars : — Sir Walter Kiddell, on rescuing the 
woman, carried her towards a public-house, upwards of two hun- 
dred yards. His strength failing him, he obtained assistance, and 
had her conveyed to the Man of Kent, where he remained in his 
wet clothes, affording every means for her recovery, for an hour 
and a half. The night was intensely dark, and nothing but the 
most prompt and determined energy on his part could have saved 
him from being swept by the rapid mDl-race through the low arch 
with the woman whose life he saved. 
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J. J. Gesvbet. 

On the night of the 24th of December 1843, Mr. Turner, on 
returning from the French steam-frigate " Cuvier," lying at 
Blackwall, in passing from the barge to the landing-place at the 
Brunswick wharf, unfortunately fell into the river between the 
barge and the pier. Jean Joseph Gesvret, one of the crew of the 
frigate's boat which had conveyed Mr. Turner to the barge, threw 
himself into the river, and seized hold of him ; but the tide, 
running rapidly down, carried them both to the lower end of the 
barge, which was moored close to the pier, and the force of the 
current in that narrow space carried Mr. Turner under. Gresvret, 
who narrowly escaped being drowned also, was rescued by the 
watchman's throwing a rope to him. 

N,B, — ^A deputation from the Koyal Humane Society went to 
Blackwall, and the honorary silver medallion was presented to 
Gesvret on the quarter-deck of the " Cuvier " by Admiral Sir 
Edward Codrington, G.C.B., and Vice-President of the Institution, 
in the presence of the captain, oflBcers, and crew of the frigate. 

J. Braithwaite. 

In the month of January 1844, H.M. steam-vessel " Flamer " 
was lying at anchor in Bantry Bay, when the jolly-boat be- 
longing to this vessel was capsized, through the boys letting go 
the brails too soon, while in the act of wearing. The life of one 
of the boys was saved through the coolness of Mr. Thomas Davis, 
mate of this ship, who was in the boat at the time : instead of 
swimming for the ship, he remained with the boy until assistance 
reached him. 

Joseph Braithwaite, sailmaker^ seeing the other boy was sink- 
ing, instantly jumped overboard, and brought him on board in a 
senseless state. He had on a previous occasion been the means 
of saving two lives. It was blowing very hard at the time, which 
rendered their services more difficult. 

Captain R Gary, RN. 

On the morning of the 12th of June 1844, the ship " Moun- 
taineer," being oflf Scielry Cove, in the river St. Lawrence, British 
North America, the boatswain, James Knight, who could not 
swim, while doing his duty fell overboard, and immediately dis- 
appeared. The alarm was given, but no boat being near^ assist- 
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ance could not be rendered by his shipmates. The unfortunate 
man was in the act of sinking a second time when the Commander, 
Roulle Gary, although very corpulent and fifty-four years of age, 
jumped overboard, caught the drowning man by his hair, brought 
him alongside, and eventually saved from a watery grave a very 
worthy seaman. 

H. Ollier. 

On the 13th of February 1844, Henry Oilier, Esq. of Ashton- 
upon-Mersey, Cheshire, a retired surgeon, but known by his 
kind and gratuitous assistance to the poor, while walking near his 
residence, had his attention called to cries of distress in the direc- 
tion of a pit of water in a field near. On arriving at the spot he 
found that two children had been sliding, when the ice broke, and 
they sunk immediately to the bottom. A neighbour, a labouring 
man, plunged in, and after considerable difficulty and some lapse 
of time, brought them out, both being in an apparently lifeless 
state. Mr. Ollier had them removed to a suitable place, and by 
skilful and unremitting exertions for an hour and a half restored 
them to sensibility, although one case was considered perfectly 
hopeless except by himself. 

Lieutenants Caldwell and Vansittart, R.N. 

On the 13th of December 1843, as the men of H.M.S. 
" Agincourt," at Hong Kong, were exercising aloft, one of them 
unfortunately lost his hold, fell from the main-yard-arm, and 
striking against the rigging, he bounded with frightful force from 
the spare topsail-yard, and fell insensible into the sea. Lieutenants 
Caldwell and Vansittart instantly dashed overboard after him ; 
the former officer was, however, from his position, unable to make 
way against the tide, and reach the sinking man. Happily, Mr. 
Vansittart was nearer to him, and with almost superhuman 
exertions (being burdened with the whole of his uniform) saved 
the poor fellow's life, supporting him for a considerable time 
until a boat could be lowered. This gallant action has endeared 
the young officers to every man on board. 

A. W. Joiner. 

On the 7th of April 1844, as the " Bridemaid," iron steam- 
boat, was lying alongside the Old Swan Pier, London Bridge, 
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James Prizeman, the call-boy, was seen to fall overboard, and was 
carried by a strong flood-tide towards the numerous craft then 
moored near the several wharfs, when Andrew William Joiner, 
mate of the same vessel, plunged into the river, and with consider- 
able diflSculty, in consequence of the rapidity with which the then 
spring-tide was running, saved him, although in a very exhausted 
state. He was immediately taken to the Old Swan Receiving- 
house, near the spot, and was attended by Mr. Warrington, the 
surgeon, through whose exertions he was perfectly restored. The 
landlord afforded every accommodation. 

J. MOBTON. 

On Sunday, June the 9th, 1844, the following accident 
occurred at Barnard Castle : — ^A youth of the name of Robinson, 
in company with another named Hill, arrived on a visit to his 
brother, who resides there. Shortly after their arrival, the three 
went to the Yorkshire side of the Tees, for the purpose of turn- 
ing their horse into a field. The younger, Robinson, rode down 
to the river, in order to let the animal drink, and, though ignorant 
of the locality, went in until the horse slipped off the rock into 
water which is there thirty feet deep. His brother, thinking the 
horse had merely stumbled, and being also ignorant of the depth 
of the river, plunged in to assist him ; but, being unable to swim, 
he also sank. Hill, then endeavoured to draw him out ; but he 
slipping off the edge of the rock, was also drawn in. At this 
time aU three were in the most imminent danger, none of them 
being able to swim, when, by the timely assistance of John 
Morton, who with great risk to himself rushed into the river, 
the two youths who were last immersed were saved from what 
must inevitably have been a watery grave. The younger, 
Robinson, who was still in the water, had been thrown from the 
saddle by the force of the plunge, and had seized hold of the 
horse's neck, which was thus kept below the surface of the 
water. At this time his danger wa« observed by some persons, 
who gave the alarm ; when Thomas Taylor and Ambrose White 
dashed in, swam across the river, and succeeded, by great exer- 
tion, in bringing both the boy and the horse ashore. The boy 
was found to be very much exhausted, and the horse quite 
dead. 
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N,B. — ^The honorary silver medal was awarded to John 
Morton, and bronze medals to Taylor and White. 

Dr. Creiohton. 

On the 25th of July 1844, as Dr. Creighton and his brother 
(sons of Mr. Creighton, the barrister) were fishing on the branch 
of the canal between Sallins and Naas, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, a respectably dressed young woman passed them, ap- 
parently absorbe4 in deep grief, and crying bitterly. In about 
ten minutes they were alarmed by terrific screams, but the place 
whence they proceeded was not in sight, as two locks of the 
canal at short intervals intervened. Running as swiftly as pos- 
sible along the bank, they saw, just at the cut approaching a 
bridge, a woman and girl wringing their hands, and on the oppo- 
site side two men shouting and pointing to the water. On 
coming up, the woman hastily told them that a girl had thrown 
herself in, and that she had sunk and risen twice. At this 
moment the body rose to the surface of the water, and the 
gentleman, from the shawl and bonnet, at once recognised the 
person who had shortly before passed them. Dr. Creighton 
instantly threw off his fishing-basket and coat, and plunged in. 
On reaching the body, by diving after it as it was again sinking, 
he caught her by the arm, and brought her up ; but there was 
more convulsive vitality in her than he expected ; for, on striking 
out for the shore, she turned round and grasped his neck, and 
both sank together. With great presence of mind he freed him- 
self, again brought her ^up, and, holding her by the back of the 
neck and pushing her before him, he swam to land. From the 
steepness of the bank, and the canal being choked with weeds, 
it was with great difl&culty the wretched creature and her pre- 
server were extricated from their peril by his brother and the 
men, who had by this time crossed the bridge. She was con- 
veyed to a neighbouring cottage, where Dr. Creighton had her 
undressed, placed in blankets, and by his medical skill and per- 
severance, notwithstanding his own dripping state, succeeded in 
restoring animation and consciousness. The girl is about twenty 
years of age. What led her to this desperate act has not yet 
been ascertained. 

We understand this is the third human life saved from drown- 
ing by the courage and humanity of this young gentleman. 
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W. M. AiTCHisoN, Lieutenant, Rifle Brigade, 

AND Barkwith. 

The following communication was received from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Sept. 3, 1844 :— 

" Sir James Edward Alexander, 14th Regiment, presents his 
compliments to the Secretary of the Royal Humane Society, and 
begs to bring to his notice the following circumstance, which 
is also mentioned in an accompanying newspaper : — 

"Lieut W. M. Aitchison, of the Rifle Brigade, at present 
stationed here, saved the life of mi artillery soldier, of 25 years* 
service, by jumping oflf the Queen's wharf, in uniform, in 20 feet 
water, on the 31st of August, and rescuing the soldier, who had 
fallen from a boat into the harbour. The man was unable to 
swim, and had already sunk twice ; he was sinking the third 
time, when he was seized, held up, and saved by the above gallant 
young oflScer, who was himself nearly lost by his trousers tearing 
and getting entangled round his legs, which prevented his swim- 
ming. At this critical moment private Barkwith jumped in, and 
held him up." 

H. Maxted. 

On the 21st of September 1844, about seven o'clock in the 
evening, the cries of a young man were heard who had got hemmed 
in by the sea opposite the Cliff Crescent, Margate, entreating 
that a boat might be sent to his help, which was immediately 
attended to, and a galley was with great difficulty launched 
from Margate, and with much danger brought off the spot where 
he was clinging ; but the efforts of the boatmen were unavailing, 
as she was swamped and filled with water up to her thwarts, 
when, finding it impossible for a boat to live in the tremendous 
sea breaking on the cliff, all hope of saving the youth by that 
means was reluctantly abandoned. Another boat, belonging to 
the Clifton Baths, near at hand, was also launched, but compelled 
by the wind and heavy sea to put back. At this critical time, 
when the youth, who had been hanging on at least three hours, 
was nearly exhausted, it was thought that assistance might be 
afforded from the top. 

Ropes were immediately procured from the Clifton Baths, and 
out of a number of seamen present, Hammond Maxted, a fine 
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fellow, weighing fourteen stone, and forty-five years of age, volun- 
teered his services, and was lowered down the perpendicular cliflT, 
upwards of sixty feet, and in a few minutes returned with the 
sufferer, William White, a youth eighteen years of age, covered 
with sea-weed. He was taken to the Clifton Baths, where he 
was benevolently treated with proper restoratives, and in a short 
time was so far recovered as to give the following account of his 
fearful adventure : — 

" I was on the jetty to-night, and having heard that at low- 
water I could go to the Clifton Baths, I determined upon making 
the experiment, supposing that the tide was running down, 
instead of which it was rising. Finding, after a while, my mis- 
take, I thought of returning to the jetty ; but as the sea had 
then covered the chalk walks on the side of the cliff, I went back 
towards the Clifton Baths, but was stopped by the large piece of 
rock, which is only separated from the mainland at the top. I 
then threw myself into the sea, with the intention of swimming 
round the point ; but the waves forced me in and out again, s 

knocking me about severely. Being now up to my neck in the 
sea, which was rising, and after looking into and about the caves 
of the cliff, where the waves roared dreadfully, I again plunged 
forward to the point of the rock, and, as I was found on the 
other side clinging to the cliff, I must have succeeded, although I 
know not how." 

Maxted declined to receive any remuneration for adventuring 
his life. 

N,B, — On two former occasions Maxted had been the means 
of saving the lives of individuals. 

Miss S. Wilkinson. ^ 

On the 10th August 1844, as Miss Sarah Wilkiiison, gover- 
ness in the family of the Rev. L. 0. Booth, of Burstead Lodge, 
Twickenham Common, accompanied by Miss Emma Collins, a 
visitor at Mr, Booth's, was sitting with two of Mr. Booth's 
children, reading on the bank of the powder-mill river, which is 
a very rapid stream, the youngest of the children, about six years 
of age, climbed unseen on a tree which grew over the river, iand 
suddenly fell in. Miss Collins hurried round the stem of the 
tree, and seeing the child struggling in the water, was so unnerved 
as to be tmable to assist it ; but Miss Wilkinson jumped into the 
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stream without a moment's hesitation, at a spot where the depth 
of water was to her unknown, and with great difficulty, from the 
rapidity of the stream and the water being four to five feet deep, 
caught hold of the child's foot, and held it for two or three 
minutes, until Miss Collins came to her assistance, when by in- 
creased exertions the child was rescued. Another moment's de- 
lay on the part of Miss Wilkinson in jumping in would have been 
fatal to the child, who would have floated, by the rapidity of the 
water, to a part of the bank intersected by a thick hedge, which 
it would have been impossible for her to have passed. Miss 
Wilkinson immediately fainted on being taken out of the water, 
and was afterwards confined to her bed with high fever for three 
weeks. 

W. C. Geary. 

On the 24th of August 1844, a tender belonging to H.M. 
surveying vessel, " Beacon," in charge of Mr. W. 0. Geary, Mate, 
was occupied in taking soundings in the Gulf of Egeria. In 
reefing the mainsail, the iron strop round the gaff, to which the 
peak halliards are hooked, was carried away, and the gaff in 
descending struck John M*Cardle, seaman, who was standing to 
leeward, so violently on the head, that he was stunned and fell 
overboard. Mr. Geary, who was abaft, immediately jumped after 
him, and, getting hold under his arm, succeeded in keeping his 
head above water until picked up by assistance from the vessel. 
He was in the water, with a cross- sea running, ten or twelve 
minutes ; but, on reaching the ship, and being rubbed well with 
hot cloths and placed between blankets, he speedily recovered, and 
the next day was enabled to return to his duty. 

J. F. Kanson. 

On the 9th of August 1844, the following melancholy occur- 
rence took place near Ipswich, when Mr. J. S. Buck, for many 
years past a highly respectable schoolmaster residing on the 
Norwich Road, met with his death in the praiseworthy endea- 
vour to rescue one of his pupils who had got beyond his depth 
whilst bathing in the river Gipping, at a spot at which the 
scholars had for years been accustomed to bathe. At the inquest 
held before the coroner, the following evidence was deposed to : — 
Mr. Joshua Farrar Hanson, aged 20, mercantile traveller, living 
at Boss Hall, was yesterday evening about seven o'clock at a 
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distance of about three fields from the house, when he heard some 
boys shriekmg out for help. He could not then see them, but 
ran up to the spot, where he found several school lads, who said 
there was somebody drowning, and he could see something like a 
body in the water. He took oflf his coat and boots, jumped in, 
and succeeded in bringing ashore the apparently lifeless body of 
James Morrison, a lad about twelve or thirteen years old, but 
who was successfully treated by Mr. F. W. Johnson, surgeon. 
The distressed schoolboys now told him that Mr. Buck was at the 
bottom, when, divesting himself of his trousers and waistcoat, he 
again plunged in, but had to dive many times ere he could find 
the body, which had sunk in a hole about nine feet deep, from 
which, by reason of exhaustion, he was unable to raise it. Hav- 
ing, however, procured a plough-line, which he tied round his 
waist, he by that means succeeded in raising the body of Mr. 
Buck, which he stripped, wrapped in a blanket, and then sent for 
Mr. Johnson, who for half an hour endeavoured to restore anima- 
tion, but in vain, the body having been under water a consider- 
able time. 

D. Habrington. 

The following statement has been received from the Commander 
of H.M. steam-vessel " Hecate," Ventry, county Kerry : — 

" I beg leave to bring before your notice the gallant conduct 
of Dennis Harrington, boy 2d class in H.M. ship under my com- 
mand, who on the morning of November 5th, 1844, jumped 
overboard from the " Hecate," in Dingle harbour (there being a 
strong tide at the time), and saved the life of John Hagarty, boy, 
who was in imminent danger of drowning. On a former occasion^ 
about eighteen months since, he acted with similar courage, and 
saved the life of a boy who had fallen from the jetty at the Cove 
of Cork, whose father, although present, was incapable of render- 
ing aid. May I, therefore, request the favour of this being 
brought before the Society with a view of benefiting him 1 

"Jas. Bower, CtmmrP 

H. N. Mackenzie. 

The Petition of Henry Norman Mackenzie, second mate of the 
barque " Madras,*' having saved the life of Charles Tur- 
ner, mariner, on the high seas. 

" I, Henry N. Mackenzie, late second mate in the ship < Madras,* 
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Commander Captain Kitchen, bound to Port Adelaide, South 
Australia, was sailing on the 30th of May 1843, in latitude 4® 
35' north. At about 2.30 p.m., being asleep in my cabin, I was 
awoke by hearing a cry for assistance. I jumped up instantly 
(not having taken oflf my clothes), got on the tajffrail, and saw the 
face of a person covered with blood about three ship-lengths 
from the vessel. I leaped into the water to his assistance with 
my clothes on : when I reached him he seized me suddenly, and 
it was with some difficulty 1 got him at arm's length, and sup- 
ported him until the boat was lowered and picked us up : this was 
a period of thirty to thirty-ifive minutes, the vessel making seven 
knots an hour. The boy's name was Charles Turner; aged fifteen 
years : he had fallen from the royal yard (while loosing the sail) 
overboard, and broken three of his ribs, and was otherwise much 
bruised. I was at this time on my passage to Australia, and did 
not return with the same vessel. I remained in Sydney three 
months, and returned to England in October 1844. I have since 
applied to the Captain of the * Madras,* but learned the ship had 
been burnt, and it was some time before the enclosed paper with 
the passengers' signatures was found, which was necessary to au- 
thenticate my statement. Should the Committee think me de- 
serving of any reward, I respectfully hope this delay, being 
unavoidable on my part, may not deprive me of it ; and I trust 
that my future conduct will show my gratitude, and that I shall 
always find presence of mind to assist in saving my fellow- 
creatures." 

"We, the undersigned, passengers on board the barque * Madras,' 
S. Kitchen, Esq., Commander, feel much pleasure in presenting 
Mr. Mackenzie, second mate on board the said barque, with the 
following donations, for the purchase of a small testimony of our 
high esteem, which he has this day won from all on board by his 
heroic and very humane conduct, in having rescued Charles Tur- 
ner, a boy on board the said barque, from a watery grave." 

R C. Whyte, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 15th of January 1844, at which time H.M. ship 
" Pelican " was lying in the Ningpo river, on the north-eastern 
coast of China, a seaman, named Joseph White, while working 
in the main rigging, missed his hold and fell overboard. Lieu- 
tenant Robert C. Whyte, senior of that ship, in the most gallant 
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manner, instantly jumped after him with his clothes on ; and 
although the man had twice sunk, and was actually swept by the 
rapidity of the tide under the bow of a large Chinese boat, 
succeeded in saving him. It was the greatest chance that Lieu- 
tenant Whyte's life was not sacrificed in this his gallant attempt. 
From the well-known rapid tide and dangerous undertow in the 
large rivers in China, particularly the Ningpo, it had always been 
supposed that any person falling overboard would inevitably have 
been drowned ; and so strong was this opinion on board, which 
was well known to Lieutenant Whyte at the time, that the ship^s 
company had always refrained from bathing during the fine 
seasons. 

This was the second time in which Lieutenant Whyte suc- 
ceeded in saving this seaman's life, and the third man he had 
saved within a very few months. 

F. BuED AND H. Sandpoed. 

On Friday, the 13th of December 1844, two parties of young 
ladies were placed in extreme peril by the sudden breaking of the 
ice on a very deep part of Chetwynd Park Pool, near Newport, 
Salop. One of these parties consisted of three sisters. One of 
them perceiving her sisters fall in, one on each side of her, started 
back and screamed for help. Alarmed by their cries, their 
brother, Henry Sandford, a youth of the age of sixteen, skated up 
to them from a considerable distance. Having partly rescued one 
sister, and left her to be held from sinking by a son of Mr. 
Stanley, of Newport, he hastened to the help of another sister, 
by whose struggles he was himself pulled into the water. Hav- 
ing extricated himself, though not able to swim, he at length 
succeeded in rescuing her when become insensible and unable to 
continue her struggles. He then hastened to assist his friends, 
Mr. Frederick Burd, son of the Rev. George Burd, Minister of 
Cound, near Shrewsbury, and Mr. John Stanley (the conduct of 
both of whom was excellent), in completing the rescue of his 
other sister. Mr. Burd in the meanwhile had, by his own un- 
assisted exertions, rescued Miss Hathaway, when so far sunk that 
only her foot was left for his grasp. Unhappily, the exertions 
made to save the other young lady, the lamented Miss Chalmers, 
were not crowned with the same success. 

The gamekeeper, who was unable to swim, had, with laudable 
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but incautious eagerness to rescue the young lady from her ex- 
treme peril, plunged into the deep water with a rope which broke, 
and was himself with difficulty saved by a pole held to him by 
Messrs. Burd and Sandford, by whose united efforts he was drawn 
out. 

J. Caenib. 

On Wednesday, the 29th of January 184.5, at 10 p.m., Cap- 
tain Peter Martin, of the schooner " Albion," of Guernsey, lying 
in Leith docks, in returning to his vessel missed his footing, and 
fell overboard into the water, then about sixteen feet deep, and 
which was partially frozen over ; when James Carnie, one of the 
Custom-house boatmen, bravely leaped into the water, at the im- 
minent risk and peril of his own life, and rescued the drowning 
man, who was then in an insensible state, but showing symptoms 
of life. The crew of the vessel were absent in the town when 
the accident occurred. 

Jane Pool. 

On the 10th of April 1845, Jane Pool, a 8lig:ht-made little girl 
of eighteen, the daughter of a small farmer of Bridekirk, near 
Annan, in Dumfriesshire, was walking on the bank of the river 
Annan. This river is deep, rapid, and rocky, and at the place 
where the undermentioned circumstances occurred, about sixty 
yards across. On the further side there is a stone causeway 
separating the river from a mill-race of considerable depth. Mrs. 
Cooke, the wife of the Rev. H. B. Cooke, the episcopal minister 
of Annan, was walking on this causeway, and fell into the mill- 
race, from the slippery state of the stones. She sunk twice, and 
would have been drowned, had not Jane Pool, at the risk of her 
life, after two ineffectual attempts, crossed this rapid river, though 
considerably out of her depth, having been swollen by recent rains, 
reached the causeway, and pulled Mrs. Cooke, who was clinging 
to a projecting stone, benumbed with cold and almost exhausted, 
out of the miU-race. No person was near the spot but Jane Pool, 
though Mr. Cooke, and Mr. Hugh Stanhope (who were fishing) 
from a distance saw her enter the river without knowing her 
motive, and were called to her assistance after she had succeeded 
in rescuing Mrs. Cooke. This young woman has before saved a 
little child from drowning. 
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J. B. Smith, B.A. 

"Blackheath, JuTie 10, 1845. 
" Deab Sir, — As I was going on Sunday evening, the 8th of 
June last, about twenty minutes past nine, from No. \5 Bloom- 
field Place, Maida Hill, which faces what I believe is called the 
Junction Canal, to the city, I heard behind me cries of distress : 
I immediately turned, and hastened in the direction from which 
they came. Although it was dusk, yet there was light enough 
left to enable me to see a dark object at about a hundred paces 
distance struggling in the water. This accelerated my motions, 
and I rushed onward to the object, which gradually disappeared ; 
till, when I arrived near the spot, nothing was visible save some 
bubbles on the surface. Without a moment's hesitation I plunged 
in, and the impetus I received, both from the speed I was run- 
ning at and the spring I took, fortunately carried me to the very 
spot where she (for it was a female) had sunk, and I was enabled 
at once firmly to secure a hold of her. I swam with her to the 
bank, which was about seven or eight yards from me, as well as I 
can judge ; and two men who had started with me, but whom I 
had outstripped in running, assisted me, when I had got to the 
towing-path, in getting her out. It was a walled bank, so that 
their aid was of great service, it being deep water quite close to 
the side. I ran for a medical man, who came immediately, and, 
with a policeman, carried her to a place specially appointed for 
such cases. When I saw her again in the course of an hour, she 
was then well, but asleep. Further particulars I am not acquainted 
with, as she was insensible. J. B. Smith, B.A." 

R Dew, Mate, R.N. 

Statement of Lieut. Quin regarding Mr. Dew having jumped 
overboard to save the life of the Hon. Mr. Walpole, on the 
night of the 20th of August 1844. 

" On the night of August the 20th, Mr. Dew being mate of the 
watch at the time, at twelve o'clock, a boat under sail was re- 
ported a-head. On going to the gangway Lieutenant Quin 
observed a small cutter on the starboard bow, as far as could be 
made out : hove to, it being a dark night, blowing fresh, with a 
short chopping sea and the tide running. Shortly after a dark 
object was seen on the water on the starboard bow, approaching 
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the ship, at the distance of seventy or eighty yards : on it being 
hailed by the sentry, some indistinct answer was returned, on 
which the sentry on the forecastle sung out, " A man overboard !" 
No boats were down at the time : the quartermasters were below, 
calling the ofl&cers of the middle watch ; when Mr. Dew, with- 
out hesitation, fearlessly jumped overboard, and swam to the 
assistance of the person supposed to be drowning. Soon £^r a 
figure was made out, which, on being again hailed, Mr. Walpole's 
voice was descried. By this time Mr. Dew had reached him, and 
by their united exertions succeeded in reaching the gangway with 
the swamped boat, and on a coil of rope being hove to them, she 
was hauled alongside. Mr. Walpole then said that, on leaving 
the cutter yacht in her dingy, she had swamped on shoving off, 
and was in danger of being swept past the ship by the tide ; he 
was also encumbered with his pea jacket, and would inevitably 
have perished but for the heroic conduct of Mr. Dew. 

T. Barnard. 

The Rev. V. G. Torriano recommends the following circumstances 
with reference to the case of Thomas Barnard, a mariner, in his 
parish : — " Three schoolboys were bathing in the river Colne at the 
lower part of Row Hedge, a village in the parish of East Dony- 
land, about four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, the 15th of June, 
viz. two brothers, Alliston and Thomas Rayner : the eldest, Allis- 
ton, I grieve to say, was drowned. Thomas Rayner had come 
out of the water, but, finding his companion in danger and sink- 
ing, he ran in again as far as he could find footing, and stretched 
opt his hand, which the sinking boy caught, and in the stmggle 
pidled his companion likewise into deep water. There were 
several persons on both banks of the river, and an alarm was 
given, but none ventured in. AUiston had already sunk, and 
Thomas Rayner was on the point of sinking. At this moment 
Thomas Barnard, hearing the alarm, ran out of his house, plunged 
into the water, and reached the boy Thomas Rayner just as he 
was settling down ; caught him by his hair, and swam with him 
to the shore ; and placing him in the arms of Benjamin Allen, 
another mariner, returned to recover, if possible, the body of the 
boy who had sunk. After diving several times in different parts 
of the river, as directed by the bystanders, he was obliged at last 
to give up the effort without success. The body was found the 
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next day by dragging. The water in the river where the accident 
occurred was ten feet deep. The boy was senseless when brought 
to shore, but was carried to the house of his grandmother in the 
Tillage, and medical aid sent for, and happily he soon recovered. 
He is ten years of age. Thomas Barnard has had the happiness 
of rescuing sevend other persons from drowning at sea, but never 
before applied" for a reward. He seems well deserving the kind 
consideration of The Royal Humane Society." 

W. Chapman, Lancb-Coepoeal, 85th Regiment. 

"FoET Chaelotte, St. Vincent, August 8, 184.5. 

" SiE, — I have the honour to request that you will be so good 
as to draw the attention of The Royal Humane Society to a gal- 
lant act performed (as described in the enclosed deposition) by 
Lance-Corporal William Chapman, of the 85th Light Infantry, 
under my command. 

" The legislative bodies of this colony have, as a mark of their 
approval, awarded to Corporal Chapman the sum of £20 sterling, 
together with a flattering address ; and I beg also to recommend 
him to the notice of The Royal Humane Society, as being deserv- 
ing of some mark of their approbation of his gallant conduct on 
the occasion referred to. 

<< Enclosing the depositions made before the police magistrate 
of the capital of this Colony, together with a certified copy of 
two communications on the subject received firom the Speaker and 
Members of the House of Assembly," etc. 

" F. Maunsell, Colcmel^ 85^A HegimerUJ* 

" His Honour the Speaker and , Members of the House of 
Assembly to His Honour the President and Members of 
CoimciL 

" This House requests concurrence of your Honourable Board 
in application to his Honour the President, commanding that he 
would be pleased to direct the Treasurer to pay to the order of 
William Chapman, of the 85th light Infantry, the sum of £20. 

" The act performed by Lance-Corporal William Chapman was, 
in the opinion of this House, of so heroic a nature as to call for 
some marked testimonial of the approbation of the community at 
large ; and the representatives of the people do not consider the 
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sum granted too high for the gallant conduct of that individual, in 
which opinion the House hopes your Honourable Board will 
consent. " N. Steuth, Speaker. 

" James H. Beown, Private Secretary. 
" House of Assembly, 9<A Jidy 1845." 

'^ His Honour the President and Members of Council to His 
Honour the Speaker and Members of Assembly. 

<< This Board concurs in the application to his Honour the 
President for the payment of the sum of £20 to Lance-Corporal 
Chapman, of the 85th King's Light Infantry, as a marked testi- 
monial of the estimation in which his conduct, in saving the lives 
of two individuals at the risk of his own, is held by the legis- 
lative bodies, and returns the requisition signed by the President 
of this Board. 

" By command G. W. D. Beeebsfoed, 

" De{nay Cleric of Council 

" Kingstown Police District, St. Vincent, to Wit : — 
" Personally appeared before me, James Crosby, Esq., police 
magistrate for the Kingstown district, and one of Her M^esty's 
Justices of the Peace in and for the said Island and its depen- 
dencies, James Hobson, of the town of Layou, in the said Island, 
police constable ; and William Chapman, of Her Majesty's 85th 
Regiment King's light Infantry, lance-corporal ; and the said 
James Hobson saith that he is a police constable of the Leeward 
Police District of the said Island, and that he has been in the 
service for the period of seven years : That on Sunday the 
15th day of June, he, with three persons, named Hippolite, Billy 
Hares, and another person whose name is unknown to him, left 
the said town of Layou in a canoe to come to Kingstown for a 
prisoner confined in the common jail there : That upon their 
passing Johnson's Point, just under Fort Charlotte, about six 
o'clock in the evening, on their way to Kingstown, the canoe 
struck against the Point, and the boat was immediately upset, 
and all the persons in the boat were thrown into the water. The 
three persons above named could swim, and two of whom swam 
to the rock ; the said James Hobson could not swim, and was 
just on the point of being drowned, when the said William Chap- 
man came, as he has been informed, to his assistance, and rescued 

I 
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him from a watery grave : And the said James Hobson believes, 
that, if the said William Chapman had not come to his assistance, 
he must have been drowned, as the said James Hobson must 
have been exhausted and insensible, and in which state he 
remained for several hours after he was taken out of the 
water. 

" The said Corporal William Chapman further saith, that on 
Sunday, the 15th day of June 1845, he was sitting reading near 
the barracks at Fort Charlotte, in the said Island, when he saw 
a boat upset near to Johnson's Point, and four persons were 
thrown out of the boat into the water : That he immediately left 
the place where he was, and with great difficulty descended the 
rocks, and immediately, without taking off any of his clothes, 
jumped into the sea, and swam to the assistance of a man who 
apparently was on the point of being drowned. Two of the three 
other persons could swim : That he soon came up with the man, 
who was James Hobson, and with great difficulty succeeded in 
bringing him on shore : That the said James Hobson waa so far 
gone as not to know what he was doing, and endeavoured to graap 
hold of the said William Chapman, which greatly increased his 
difficulty, since the said James Hobson was a powerful man ; and, 
if he had succeeded in laying hold of the said William Chapman, 
they both would, in all probability, have been drowned : That, 
on being taken on shore to the sergeant's mess, the said James 
Hobson was put to bed quite insensible, and did not recover him- 
self until the next morning about seven o'clock, when he left the 
barracks. And the said William Chapman also saith, that when 
he had brought James Hobson on shore he again went into the 
water, and rescued Hippolite, a man of colour, who was much 
exhausted, and was just going down ; but happily he rescued him 
also from a watery grave. 

" The Mark X of James Hobson, Police Constable, 

" Taken before me and solemnly affirmed to be true by the said 
James Hobson, at the Police-Office, Kingstown, Wednesday, the 
6th day of August 1845 j the whole having been carefully read 
over and explained to, and well understood by, the said James 
Hobson, and whose mark was also subscribed in my presence. 

" James Crosby, J,PJ' 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY, 131 



Captain Les Fouris. 



On the 3d ult., about one o'clock in the afternoon, a Custom- 
house officer, while on duty on the quay, saw two English sea- 
men baling out a boat : they were both leaning over the gunwale 
on the same side, and thus capsized her. The officer seeing them 
plunging in the water, gave an alarm ; on which the Captain in 
question (Les Fouris), who was walking the deck at the time, 
dressed in heavy mariners' clothing, sprung overboard and swam 
after the two individuals above alluded to. By the time the 
Captain had reached the scene of the accident, one of the men 
had succeeded in gaining a vessel, and clung to the rudder until 
assistance arrived. Not so, however, the other : he was already 
carried into the. strength of the current, which was running very 
rapidly, it being about an hour after high tide, and the river 
having been very considerably swollen by the recent heavy and 
continual rains, the depth of water being from twelve to four- 
teen feet. It should be here observed that, owing to a consider- 
able number of tributary streams emptying themselves into the 
Ome, the current is at all times difficult to stem after the turn of 
the tide, which comes up to the town, but no further, and that 
when the rains set in it becomes almost irresistible. It was, 
then, in the above-mentioned state of the river that this accident 
occurred, and that this noble-minded Captain, heedless of personal 
danger, rescued a fellow-creature who had already well-nigh 
ceased to exist : having thus the high satisfaction which must 
necessarily follow such acts of philanthropy twice blessed, " which 
bless both him that gives, and him that takes." The man was 
sinking rapidly, and was quite senseless when taken out of the 
water. 

F. Behan. 

"53 Great Hermitage Street, Wapkng, 
« 2M of September 1845. 
" Sir, — I b^ to submit the following conduct of Frederick. 
Behan, a German sailor, to your notice, as highly deserving of a 
reward from your Society for his daring conduct in perilling his 
own life to save that of a fellow-creature. The particulars are as 
follows : — Between the hours of twelve and one o'clock on the 
17th of August last, in latitude 32° north, longitude 26° west, 
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off Madeira, on my homeward voyage from Buenos Ayres, in the 
brig * Helden,' under my command, Ann Dowling, a lunatic pas- 
senger, precipitated herself into the sea, the vessel being under 
sail ; when, on the alarm being given, Behan most gallantly 
threw himself overboard, at the imminent peril of his own life, 
and succeeded in saving the woman. Trusting you will deem 
him an object worthy of your bounty," etc., 

"John Longeidge." 

" ScARBOEOUGH, NovemheT 4, 1845. 
" Deae Sie, — In reply to your inquiry, this day received, I 
beg to state the information you have received is substantially 
correct. The weather was moderate, ship going three knots or 
thereabout. The female was insane, and had thrown herself over- 
board during the crew's absence from the deck, all hands being 
at dinner, the helmsman excepted. The seaman acted in a most 
praiseworthy manner, and was in great peril, being far astern, as 
the master, John Longridge, and mate, Thomas Moran, informed 
me ; at the same time stating, that one moment later the woman's 
life would have been lost. I am exceedingly glad this affair has 
come under your notice and been thought worthy of reward. 

" W. B. FOWLBE." 

T. Maxwell, M.D. 

We have great pleasure in recording one of the most spirited, 
disinterested, and successful attempts in saving the life of a fellow- 
being, performed on the 10th instant at the Orinan Canal, by Dr. 
Thomas Maxwell, son of William Maxwell, Esq., of Dargavel, 
and nephew to Colonel Campbell, of PossiL The " Dolphin " 
steamer, which sailed from Oban this morning, was crowded with 
passengers. A sailor, whose name is supposed to be Thomas 
Smith, a native of Dumbarton, was observed among those in the 
steerage in a state of intoxication. After the fiy-boat had pro- 
ceeded about two miles from the west end of the canal, the cabin 
passengers were alarmed by hearing something fall into the water. 
Singular to say, no intimation was given from the steerage, and 
the helmsman did not observe the unfortunate sailor falling 
overboard ; consequently no assistance could be rendered by any 
one in the boat as the body floated past. The cry of " A man 
overboard ! " at length succeeded in stopping the horses ; and, as 
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soon as it was safe to leap ashore, a number of the passengers 
hastened to render assistance. Before any one reached the spot 
the poor sailor had sunk to the bottom, and the witnesses stood 
on the ^bank under the most intense feelings of anxiety, not 
knowing how to rescue him. At length Dr. Maxwell, who for a 
time was restrained from risking his own life in saving the sailor's, 
under the belief that the man was drowned, half undressed, and 
having taken hold of a rope, with the greatest coolness and 
deliberation plunged into the canal in the direction the body had 
sunk. His first attempt was unsuccessful, as the water was very 
dark in the colour, and it was impossible to see the body. On 
his rising to the surface one of the witnesses pointed out the spot 
where he observed the last symptoms of expiring humanity. 
Without losing a moment, the noble-spirited young man swam to 
the spot, and, diving again directly over the body, succeeded in 
laying hold of the dying man. On reaching the surface the 
anxiety of the bystanders was relieved by the words, " I have 
got him!" The body was • instantly brought ashore, and all 
were thankful to discover symptoms of returning life. Several 
medical men, well experienced in such cases, were present, and 
in the most praiseworthy manner adopted the proper means for 
restoring animation. In a short time he revived ; and, fortun- 
ately, the " Rob Roy " steamer coming up at the time, the sailor 
was put on board. After he was so far recovered as to be able 
to speak, the first .inquiry he made was, " Where is my siller ]'* 
One common feeling of thankfulness and gratitude was felt and 
expressed by the numerous passengers to Dr. Maxwell, who thus, 
under Providence, was the means of saving the life of a fellow- 
creature. 

P. Danckert. 

On the evening of Friday, the 20th of June 1845, about 
seven o'clock, a boy, named Scanlan, fell into the river Lea, near 
North Mall, Cork, and would assuredly have perished had it not 
been for the daring and gallant conduct of Mr. Paul Danckert, 
who, on passing at the time, was attracted by the screams of 
females that some one was drowning. Mr. Danckert, without 
even partly undressing, leaped into the river, upwards of ten feet 
deep, with a strong double current running, and at the most 
imminent risk, being but a middling swimmer, having made three 
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attempts before he could succeed in laying hold of the boy, and 
even then he had to dive, succeeded in keeping his head out of 
water until accidentally a boat arrived ; when, fortunately, both 
parties were rescued from their perilous position. On Mr. Danc- 
kert coming on shore, he was loudly cheered. The Cork Ex- 
aminer of Monday, June 23, 1845, after relating the circum- 
stances, adds, << This is an act of heroism deserving eminently the 
consideration of The Boyal Humane Society, who, we hope, will 
not aUow such generosity to pass without signifying its approba- 
tion." 

J. Teait. 

On the 20th of November 1845, John libby, a shipwright, 
employed on board the Eussian corvette " Prince of Warsaw," 
repairing her, while stepping from the port of the ship to the 
stage lashed alongside, the latter broke, and precipitated him into 
the water, then about ten fathoms deep ; which, being perceived 
by William Teait (a caulker's apprentice, aged nineteen), he in- 
stantly plunged overboard to his rescue, with his clothes on, it 
blowing a strong gale of wind, and a heavy sea on at the time ; 
and at the extreme risk of his own life, having been under water 
nearly three minutes,, with the drowning man holding by one of 
his legs, succeeded, by extraordinary exertion, in raising and 
keeping him up until rescued by a waterman's boat. The un- 
fortunate man, John libby, did not long survive the effects of 
his immersion. This gallant boy, John Teait, saved another indi- 
vidual from drowning on a former occasion by his intrepidity. 

E. Hughes. 

Mr. Hughes was travelling by coach from Lincoln, on the 
15th of May 1846, and, on arriving at Saxelby, he perceived 
a girl in the river Witham, who was sinking for the third time, 
although several persons observed the accident, but did not 
attempt to save her. He unhesitatingly leaped from the top of 
the coach, and, encumbered as he was with his great-coat, plunged 
into the water, dived three times to the bottom, and succeeded 
in bringing up the exhausted child. 

W. Sergeant. 

On the 25th November 1846, as William Sergeant was pass- 
ing over the river Welland, at Spalding, he perceived a boy named 
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William Seaton, in the water. He immediately jumped from the 
bridge into the river, which was at that spot eight feet deep, and 
the tide at the time flowing towards the sea. Joseph Staunton 
also plunged in, but soon became exhausted, and with great diffi- 
culty regained the bank, leaving W. Seijeant alone to rescue the 
boy, which he did, and brought him to shore. 

W. E. FisHEE, Mate, R.N. 

On the night of the 17th of November 1845, a seaman, one 
of the gig's crew of the " Crocodile " Flag-ship, at the Cove 
of Cork, when walking on the stage leading to the " Fredonia " 
merchant vessel, alongside of which his boat was temporarily 
made fast, having slipped, fell into the river, a strong tide and 
heavy sea on at the time, the night dark, and blowing a terrific 
gale. Mr. W. E. Fisher, senior mate of H.M.S. " Crocodile," 
the officer in charge of the boat, observing that the man was 
stunned from the fall, and unable to assist himself, leaped off 
the deck of the << Fredonia," swam to his assistance, and with 
great exertions brought him on shore in a senseless state. It 
was a considerable time before the man recovered ; and the 
gallant officer was so much exhausted, that it nearly cost him 
his life. 

F. P. Waeren, Lieutenant, RK 

On the 9th of June 1845, John Newman, seaman, serving on 
board H.M.S. "Fox," in the Madras Roads, fell from the 
mizen-top-sail yard overboard whilst exercising, striking in his 
descent the davit-guy, breaking both collar-bones, and bruising 
his head ; and in this state, most probably, would have been 
drowned, had it not been for the prompt assistance afforded him 
by Lieut. F. P. Warren, R.N., who sprang into the water, and 
succeeded in sustaining the man above the surface until a boat 
picked them up ; the usual heavy Madras swell was running at 
the time. 

Newman, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the wreck of the pilot-boat, " New Flora," of Dover, at 
Dungeness, and the perilous situation of the crew, being made 
known to Lieut. Newman, RN., of the Dymchurch Station, by 
the man Pain, who so providentially succeeded in swimming on 
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shore through the surf, he proceeded immediately to the spot, and 
ordered his boat to be drawn round by land, a distance of a mile and 
a half, to a convenient place for launching, where she was manned 
by the lieutenant with a hardy crew of five men. After buffeting 
for some time with the billowy waves, they succeeded in reaching 
the ill-fated vessel, and found the boat washed away, and the crew, 
consisting of five men, obliged to take to the rigging, the sea 
making a clean sweep over her, and thereby rendering it very 
hazardous for the galley to approach. The gallant Commander 
and tars, nothing daunted, were determined to rescue their fellow- 
creatures, and which they ultimately effected. The poor fellows 
had been three hours in their dangerous position, and, on safely 
reaching the shore, through a heavy surf, expressed themselves 
most grateful for the exertions in their behalf. 

R MUNSIE. 

On the 27th of November 1845, in lat. 38" S., long. 62» K, 
R Munsie jumped from the stem of the ship << Queen," and swam 
to the assistance of Mr. Johnston, second officer of the ship, who 
had fallen overboard, the tide running very strong, and having 
on at the time heavy clothing, which prevented him from swim- 
ming. R Munsie succeeded, with the assistance of another 
seaman (named Beiyamin Martin, who was awarded a bronze 
medal), in keeping Mr. Johnston above water till the cutter 
picked them up. 

G. CUFFOED. 

On July 12, 1846, just as the "Waverley" steamer had left the 
Cadogan Pier, Chelsea, an elderly gentleman, named Wakefield, 
was thrown by the violent heeling of the vessel, occasioned by 
the immense number of people on board, from the fore part, 
where he was standing, some distance into the water. Mr. 
George Clifford, who was on board at the time, and while the 
vessel was still going on, boldly leaped in after him, though a 
very indifferent swimmer ; succeeded in getting hold of him, and 
keeping him above water till the tide, which was very high at 
the time, fortunately drifted them across the hawser by which 
the floating barge attached to the pier is held : to this he clung 
tightly, grasping his prize, till both were fortunately taken from 
their perilous situation by a boat that had put off to their 
assistance. 
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Earl op Leicestee and Hon. F. Astley. 

On Wednesday evening, 29 th July 1846, the Earl of Leicester, 
accompanied by Mr. Frank Astley (brother to Lord Hastings), 
went to Holkham beach to fish. About seven in the evening, 
they came to the small neck of the sea near Overy : at low water 
the sea in this creek is not above knee deep,' but as the tide flows 
the current rapidly becomes deep and strong. On the evening 
in question, when the party first arrived there, the water was 
low ; but during the sport, the tide beginning to flow, the 
swell of water increased rapidly. Foster, Mr. Astley's servant, 
was repeatedly warned of his danger, and directed to recross at a 
spot where the passage was still safe ; but unfortunately, instead 
of following this advice, he attempted the passage where the 
current flows strongest and deepest, and was very soon carried out 
beyond his depth. 

Mr. Astley, perceiving his danger, immediately went to him, 
and begged him to place himself on his shoulders, intending in 
this position to swim with him to shore. In his efforts to save 
himself, Foster seized Mr. Astley violently by the throat, drag- 
ging him almost under water. Fortunately freeing himself from 
his grasp, Mr. Astley again seized him as he rose to the surface, 
and called loudly to Lord Leicester, who was at least forty yards 
distant, to come to his help. His call was instantly answered : 
his Lordship shot down the current, and in a few seconds was 
by their side. With great promptness and coolness Lord Leicester 
caught hold of Foster under his arms, and, assisted by Mr. 
Astley, swam with him through the deep and strong current to 
the shore, about forty or fifty yards distant j which happily they 
succeeded in reaching, both greatly exhausted, and dragging 
between them the body of Foster, which had sunk below the 
surface of the water perhaps two minutes before they made the 
shore. 

Captain 0. Jackson. 

On the 27th of July 1846, just as the "Locomotive" steamer 
was entering Teddington Lock, Oapt. Charles Jackson perceived 
at some distance a boy in the water, who had fallen from a lug- 
boat. He sprang from the paddle-box on to the bank, ran ta the 
spot, jumped in, and, after diving several times, succeeded in 
bringing the boy safely to shore. 
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H. Veeekee. 

On the 3d August 1846, Thomas Grorman, whilst bathing 
in the river opposite Meade's Quay, limerick, was seized with 
the cramp ; and, being observed to sink by Henry Vereker, Esq., 
who was standing on the beach, that gentleman instantly plunged 
into the water with his clothes on to his assistance (the tide at 
the time being high), and made every possible exertion to save 
the life of the suflferer, but, unfortunately, without success. Mr. 
Vereker with difficulty brought the lifeless body of the man to 
shore. 

P. V. Trotel. 

On the 26th August 1846, a boat's crew belonging to the 
corvette " La Pr^voyante," commanded by Monsieur du Pare, at 
anchor in Leith Koads, was ashore in Leith, waiting for some of 
the officers, during which there was a party consisting of three 
young men and two young women amusing themselves in a small 
boat off the pier-head ; when, by some movement or other in 
the boat, one young woman was thrown into the water. Her 
cries and shrieks attracted the attention of a young French sailor, 
named Pierre Victor Trotel, who leaped from a height of eighteen 
or twenty feet into the Firth : the tide at the time drifting her 
further into the Firth, he caught hold of her by the hair as she 
was going down for the last time, and supported her until a boat 
came to their assistance. 

E. P. Geeen. 

On the 17th November 1846, two gentlemen were in a 
skiff on the river Isis, Oxford, which sunk. One of the gentle- 
men swam to shore and the other sank, being unable to swim, 
and, on coming to the surface of the water caught hold of the 
skiff, which had again floated up, but was unable to retain his 
hold, as the skiff, as soon as he had grasped it, rolled over. Mr. 
Edward P. Green, a fellow-student, perceiving him in great 
danger of being drowned, having taken off his clothes, plunged in, 
and swam about forty or fifty yards to his assistance, and held 
him at arm's length above water till a punt came, and picked them 
both up. 
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Mr. Mitchell. 

On the 13tli August 1846, as a gentleman named Mitchell 
was rowing up to Putney, he saw a boy about eight or nine years 
of age fall from the towing-path in front of the Duke's Head, 
Putney, into the river, in a depth of twelve feet water. Although 
the tide was very strong at the time, Mr. Mitchell, without un- 
dressing himself, instantly plunged in, and succeeded in raising 
the boy, who had sunk the second time, above water. When 
they came up, the boy's arms were tightly clasped round Mr. 
Mitchell's neck, and it required considerable exertion before he 
could disengage himself. On relieving himself from the boy's 
grasp, Mr. Mitchell, who is an expert swimmer, succeeded, after 
much difl&culty, in bringing the boy to the towing-path, which 
was at the time covered with three or four feet of water, where 
he was pulled out by a number of persons who had assembled at 
the spot. 

This is the second time in which Mr. Mitchell risked his own 
life to save that of another. 

A. R. Jenneb. 

On the 9th November 1 846, about one A.M., as Mr. Arthur 
R Jenner was returning home from the Alfred Club, observing 
several persons standing near the gate leading from Piccadilly to 
the Green Park, opposite to the Duke of Devonshire's house, and 
hearing a man say that a female had thrown herself into the 
reservoir, he immediately climbed over the railings, and seeing, 
by the motion of the water, the spot where she was, jumped in, 
caught hold of her foot, and fortunately succeeded in reaching the 
stone coping of the reservoir ; then, holding on till a cab-driver 
came to their assistance, both were extricated. 

J. W. FmcH, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 16th July 1846, as James Bradford, a seaman, was 
casting loose the frapping of the jolly-boat on the starboard 
quarter of the " Naiad," sixty-four gun frigate, imder the command 
of lieut. J. W. Finch, the boat swung or heeled over, and the 
man fell over the bows into the water at a time when the tide was 
running with unusual strength out of the harbour, and the wind 
blowing nearly half a gale. The cry of " A man overboard " was 
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instantly raised ; when Lieut. Finch, who was in his cabin dress- 
ing at the time, looked out, and saw the man struggling in the 
tide. He threw off what garments encumbered him, and plunged 
through the port into the water. At this time Bradford had sunk 
twice, and was carried at a rapid rate from the ship, being no 
swimmer. Mr. Finch, however, followed, and persevered in his 
humane exertions to save the man's life, in which he happily 
succeeded. After being in the water a quarter of an hour, he 
got his man (to all appearance dead) on board a victualling hoy- 
boat, where the usual remedies were applied. Lieut. Finch was 
much bruised in plunging naked through the port-hole and clear- 
ing the side of his ship. 

This is not the first time Mr. Finch has similarly risked his 
own life to save that of his fellow-creatures, although he is a 
married man, and has a young family looking up to him for sup- 
port. In 1840 he, assisted by three others, saved the crew of a 
vessel wrecked off Seaham, and received the honorary bronze 
medal of the Royal Humane Society. 

F. S. Gibson, R.N. 

On the 12th of January 1846, while crossing the Grand Bassa, 
in Liberia (Africa), in one of the " Lily's " boats, containing Mr. 
F. S. Gibson, paymaster and purser, and five other men belong- 
ing to the said sloop, they were pulling for the mouth of the river, 
and when in the act of crossing the bar, the rollers broke heavily, 
and the sea washed over the stem of the boat, and capsized it. 
Soon after the accident, one of the crew, James Monk, was miss- 
ing, when Mr. Gibson plunged in, dived, and, with the greatest 
difficulty and exertion, swam with him to the boat, very much 
exhausted. 

S. 0. WOOLDEIDGE, LiBUTENANT, R.N., AND 

Mr. BiBTWHisTLE, Matb, R.N. 

On the 9th of June 1845, whilst at anchor off Sheemess, 
when reefing, owing to a point slipping through the hand of one 
of the seamen named Stephen Bax, he fell from the fore top-sail yard 
overboard, striking the fore rigging and spars in the chains, broke 
his arm, and received violent contusions in many parts of his 
body. Lieut, and Commander Wooldridge being on deck, and 
seeing the man sinking, jumped after him, dressed as he was, 
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with the hopes of getting a rope round him. Finding, however, 
when he was in the water, from having heavy clothes on and a 
thick pair of wash-deck shoes, and not being a very good swimmer, 
he was too heavy to trust himself too near a sinking man, he swam 
round him, occasionally lifting him, and encouraging him by 
talking. Mr. Birtwhistle (mate), the moment he saw the danger, 
threw off his jacket and shoes, and sprang after them, and, being 
a strong swimmer and disencumbered, kept the man up, and un- 
questionably was his main support, as Capt. Wooldridge had as 
much as he could do to take care of himself The tide was run- 
ning very strong at the time, and they had thereby drifted about 
four times the " Spy's " length from her, when they were all 
eventually picked up by a boat crossing the harbour, in a very 
exhausted state. 

R. Bates. 

On the night of the 12th of February 1847, an alarm being 
given that some one was drowning in the reservoir, Mr. R Bates 
hastened to the spot, and found a youth, named Arthur Melland 
(servant to Msgor Jessop, of Butterley Hall, Devonshire), strug- 
gling in the water, the ice having let him in while skating : he 
was about fifteen or twenty yards from the shore, and in water 
from twelve to fifteen feet deep. After a vain attempt on the 
part of a few individuals, who had been drawn to the spot by his 
cries for help, to get him out by a rope, he being too much ex- 
hausted to avail himself of it, Mr. Bates at once went in to him, 
breaking the ice as he went along, and succeeded in reaching the 
youth in time to save his life. 

H. W. HiBE, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 12th of December 1845, William Richardson, A.B.,of 
H.M. steam-sloop " Hecla," was washed off the forecastle whilst 
securing the anchor, between the islands of Cyprus and Rhodes. 
A heavy sea was running at the time. The ship was backed and 
stopped within a short distance of the unfortunate man, who was 
then exhausted, and on the point of going down, when Mr. 
Henry W. Hire, first lieutenant, in a most gallant manner, at 
the risk of his own life, jumped overboard, and supported him 
until a boat was lowered that picked them both up. 
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Captain A. Macamebon. — Loss of the " Sirius " Steamer. 

The vessel was on her passage to Dablin, on the 15 th of 
January 1847, between the hours of two and three a.m., with a 
strong breeze and heavy sea running at the time. 

The following account is given by one of the surviving pas- 
sengers : — 

" The fury of the waves was, however, too great over the rocks, 
which every instant showed their heads above water, to allow of 
any landing by a boat ; and it is the unanimous opinion of all on 
board, that but for the heroic conduct of Captain Archibald 
Macameron, commander of one of the river steamers, who was 
fortunately on board as a passenger, every soul on board must 
inevitably have been lost. This man, at the hazard of his life — 
and he was all but drowned in the attempt — descended the 
vessel's side, being lowered in one of her small boats, which was 
capsized almost on touching the water, aud by swimming^ leaping, 
struggling, and buffeting unth the waves, when all on deck 
thought he was lost, succeeded in drawing on to a shelving rock 
midway between us and the land, a stout hawser, by which one or 
two of the sailors descended to him and assisted in receiving the rest 
of the passengers, as they were lifted over the side which was out 
of water, and slung ashore by means of this rope and a life-buoy. 
Thus were about twenty saved, each remaining as landed on the 
rock, with the spray or waves now and then dashing over us, till 
others followed in a similar way, when, again by Captain Macame- 
ron's exertions, the hawser was made fast to a rock on the main- 
land, and we were at length, after nearly two hours* suspense 
(principally spent in fog and darkness), slung safely ashore in the 



same manner.'' 



Captain Camp. 

Wreck of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company's steam-ship 
" Tweed," of 1800 tons, and 500 horse-power, commanded by 
Mr. George Parsons, Master, R.N., which left Southampton on 
the 17th of December 1846, with mails and passengers for the 
West Indies. She touched at Madeira, Barbadoes, Grenada, 
Trinidad, Grenada again, Jacmel, Jamaica, and arrived at 
Havannah at 6 a.m. on the 7 th of February, and embarked mails 
and passengers for Mexico. The passengers numbered Q2, in- 
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eluding two ladies and a female servant ; and attached to the ship, 
including officers, engineers, crew, and stewardess, there were 89 
persons, making a total of 151 souls on board. 

" 55 MooEGATE Stebet, 2ith April 1847. 

" SiK, — I beg leave to state, that at the time the * Tweed ' 
was lost, a cargo had been prepared for the brig * Emilio,' which 
(with several passengers) was waiting her at Sisal ; nevertheless, 
the moment Capt. Camp heard of the disaster, he unhesitatingly 
proceeded to the spot where it occurred, and, regardless of risk 
to his vessel, insurance, or personal danger to himself, determined 
to use every endeavour to rescue the survivors from the wreck. 
Upon approaching the reef, the surf was found to be so heavy as 
to threaten destruction to all who ventured near it ; nevertheless 
Capt. Camp and his crew persevered, and, crossing it in their 
boats, succeeded in their humane attempt. As it was found that 
only a small portion of the survivors could be taken from the reef 
the first day the * Emilio ' reached it, Capt. Camp resolved to 
pass the succeeding night upon the shoal himself, to satisfy those 
remaining there that he would not abandon them, and to assure 
them by his presence, that the eflforts of his crew would not be 
withdrawn. The Directors of this Company desire me to recom- 
mend to the most favourable consideration of The Royal Humane 
Society the gallant conduct of Capt. Camp, Mr. Villaverde, the 
mate, and crew of the * Emilio,' the latter consisting of twelve 
seamen, one steward, and a boy, whose intrepid exertions upon 
the occasion cannot be too highly appreciated. 

" E. Chappell, Sec'' 

<< Consulado General de Espana en Inglaterra. 

" Sm, — I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of yesterday, 
accompanying the honorary medals which have been awarded by 
the Royal Humane Society to Captain Camp and crew of the 
Spanish brig * EmiHo ; ' and wWle acknowledging their receipt, 
and assuring you that I will immediately forward them to the 
Prime Minister of Foreign Affairs of my august sovereign, I have 
to request that you will make known to the Committee my 
extreme gratification at the honour they do me in so intrusting 
me with the remission of a mark of distinction as honourable to 
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the givers as it is to those whose humane and gallant conduct it 
is intended to reward.* J. M. Bajibebo. 

" J. Charlier, Esq., 
" Sec. to the Royal Humane Society'^ 

Constable Browne. 

On Monday, the 17th of May 1847, three respectable young 
lads, named Craven, Lyons, and Hogan, were boating on the 
river Suir (Ireland), and proceeding down the river by the green 
watercourse, under the Old Bridge, at the Borough bounds. 
There was a rapid flood in the river, and the small boat which 
they were in was hurried into a deep and dangerous eddy, called 
Poultrelough, in which it was unfortunately upset. An alarm 
being immediately given. Constable Browne, who has charge of 
the County Waterford Police Station, close to the spot, rushed 
out, and, taking his watch out of his pocket, handed it to the 
orderly, and without a moment's hesitation, plunged into the 
water, and being an able and expert swimmer, succeeded in sav- 
ing two out of the three lads from a watery grave. Constable 
Browne, after placing young Craven and Lyons in safe keeping, 
returned to the fatal spot, and seeing that the body of Hogan was 
being hurried by the flood over the weir, dashed after it, took the 
perilous leap from the weir, and was again near the body, when 
it sunk in the salmon hole. The intrepid constable dived after 
it, but not finding it there, proceeded down the river in search of 
it ; but poor Hogan had sunk to rise no more. 

D. Fisher. 

" H.M. Steam-Sloop " Spiteful," Woolwich, 

'' 21th July \M1. 
" Sir, — I think it my duty to bring before The Royad Humane 
Society the highly distinguished conduct of Daniel Fisher, 
Quartermaster on board H.M. steam-sloop * Spiteful,* formerly 
with me in H.M. brig < Ringdove,' for having, at the imminent 
risk of his own life, jumped overboard to save that of John 
Haggerty, a seaman on board the < Ringdove,' while she was 
under weigh, running through the Straits of Sunda, Indian 
Archipelago. This is not the first time that Mr. Fisher has 
distinguished himself, he having saved the life of a man named 
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J. Wright, of H.M.S, * Wolverine,' in the Bights of Benin, in 
1840, and of a boy in H.M. ship * Jackal,' in Plymouth harbour, 
in June 1846. William Hosts, Gapt^ R.N'' 

Rev. E. L. Davies. 

On the 28th of June 1847, about six a.m., W. Patey, labourer, 
residing in the parish of South Pool, Devon, went down to the 
Salcombe river to get a boat which was moored out in the tide 
beyong his reach. He stripped himself, but not being able to 
swim, he collected two or three oars, a spar, and gang-board^ 
which he placed under his chest without lashing them together ; 
then paddling with his hands, endeavoured to reach the boat. 
The moment, however, he got into the run of the tide, and out 
of his depth, the timbers parted company, and he was at once 
left to his own resources : for a moment or two he continued 
above water, but just as he was sinking for the second time, the 
Rev. K L. Davies, of Holwell House, Kingsbridge, who had 
accidentally arrived at the spot, plunged into the water with his 
clothes on, and swam out to him ; but before he could reach him, 
the drowning man had disappeared. Mr. Davies then took one 
of the bars which was floating near him, and pushed it down upon 
the man, whom he could plainly see moving his hands to and fro 
at the bottom of the river, as the water was very blue and clear. 
The poor fellow instantly grasped it, and rose to the surface. 
Sufficient life was left to enable him to keep his hold till Mr. 
Davies gained the shore with him, which he did by towing the 
man after him. 

J. MULQUEENY, 46tH ReGIMENT. 

** As officer in command of the bathing party of the 46th 
dep6t, stationed at Vale Castle, Guernsey, I marched the men 
down to bathe at seven A.M., on the 23d of October 1847. After 
the men had been in the water some time, a sergeant pointed out 
to me a man struggling. I immediately called to some of the 
men who were swimming near him, but, whether from fear, or 
what other cause I know not, they would not go near him, when 
James Mulqueeny, private of the 46th regiment, who had pre- 
viously been in the water, and was at the time dressing himself, 
stripped off his clothes, rushed into the water, which was between 

E 
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fourteen and fifteen feet deep, and caught James Webb, who was 
sinking for the third time, by his hair, and succeeded in getting 
him safe to land. H. R. Wolrige, 

Ensign, 4:6th Regiment y 

0. Weltch. 

On the 31st of October 1847, between six and seven p.m., it 
being quite dark, as Charles Weltch, a boatman, belonging to 
Hythe, was leaving Southampton Quay, on his return home, he 
heard persons on the other side shouting that there was a man 
overboard ; he immediately returned to shore, and when he got 
on the quay, he saw the people looking over the side into the 
water, and crying that a man was drowning, and no one had 
attempted to save him, the water being then about twelve feet 
deep. He immediately plunged off the quay, and swam out to 
him just as he was sinking, and supported him' until a boat came, 
after a long delay. They were both picked up in a very exhausted 
state. 

Captain B. Milman, 5th Regiment. 

The following is a narrative of an escape from peril, and the 
rescue of five lives by individual gallantry, rarely equalled, and 
never exceeded, in the records of high and noble daring. It is 
from the pen of Capt. Bryan Milman, of the 5th Fusiliers, in a 
letter addressed to his father, Major-Greneral Milman, late of the 
Coldstream Guards : — 

" Maheboxtrg, Island op Mauritius, 
''June 30, 1848. 
" The following account of an almost miraculous escape that I 
and five other ofl&cers have had from drowning will interest you 
all, I have no doubt. The names of the others are Colquitt, 
Bellew, Fitzgerald, Home (all of the 5th Fusiliers), and Palmer, 
a commissariat officer, in whose boat we were at the time of the 
accident. Colquitt and Fitzgerald are in the first battalion, and 
had come down here to stay with me and Bellew. On the 25th 
we made a boating party, for them to visit one of our detachments 
about fifteen miles from hence, at Grand River, south-east. We 
left this about eleven a.m., and after reaching our destination all 
safe, left it about three o'clock p.m. for home, the weather then 
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looking anything but promising. When about four miles from 
home and from the shore, we were overset by a squall. It came 
upon us so suddenly that we had no time to do anything ; tor- 
rents of rain fell at the same time, and there we were, drifting 
along on the side of the boat (which luckily did not sink) without 
a chance of assistance, and the night setting in. This happened 
about half-past five o'clock, and at this season it is dark at six. 
We drifted in this way for about two hom's, and at last grounded 
in about seven feet water. It was very nearly dark ; and all that 
we could see were the tops of the mountains in the horizon. We 
supposed we were about two miles from shore. All of us but 
myself had stripped on being upset, as I knew, if we came to 
a swim, that I could take my clothes off in a moment. As it 
turned out, I think I was lucky in this, for they perhaps, though 
wet, kept me a little warmer than my companions. Nothing 
seemed to give us a chance of being saved, except holding on till 
daylight, and as it was terribly cold, this seemed next to impos- 
sible. At last it struck me I might be able to swim ashore to 
procure assistance, and I got permission from the others to do so. 
Our boatman, a Creole, who also said he would go, started with 
me to make the attempt. I left them with a hearty ' God bless 
you !' from alL After swimming some time, I lost sight of the 
boatman, and was left to myself. I swam back a little, shouting 
as loud as I could ; but getting no answer, and feeling for my 
own sake that I must push on, I turned my head towards the 
mountain tops (my only guides), and struck out my best. I must 
have been swimming for more than an hour when I landed. I 
found myself a little tired, and very much benumbed, barefooted, 
eii chemise, and not able to see ten yards before me, it was so 
dark. My first impulse was to fall on my knees and thank 
Providence 3 after which, curious to say, my military schooling 
came to my aid in the * extension motions,' which brought some 
little feeling into my limbs, and enabled me to continue my work. 
After feeling my way for about half-an-hour along the shore, 
shouting aU the time, I came to a cottage, where I was hospitably 
received. They told me that they had heard my cries some time, 
but fancied I was some drunken man returning home, or else they 
would have come out to my assistance. The poor black gave me 
sopae dry clothes, and made me a cup of tea, and then conducted 
me to the proprietor of the estate, who lived close by, and had the 
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neatest pirogue (a small boat like a canoe, dug out of a solid 
trunk of a large tree) in the neighbourhood. M. Chiron, the name 
of the proprietor, a man of colour, as soon as I explained my 
situation and my want of a boat to go and assist the others, im- 
mediately offered to go himself, and his son also insisted on going 
with him. I jumped at the offer, of course, and we immediately 
walked down to where his pirogue was moored, and started, my- 
self at the bottom to serve as guide. By the blessing of Pro- 
vidence, after about an hour's search, we heard the cries from the 
wreck. I think I never felt so happy or so light-hearted in my 
life as I did at this moment ; for there were so many chances 
against our finding it. We could not see many yards from our 
own boat. It was then about eleven o'clock, so that my com- 
panions had been exposed on the boat for upwards of five hours. 
Luckily, with great care, we got them safely into the pirogue, 
without capsizing her ; and by twelve o'clock we were safely 
housed under M. Chiron's hospitable roof, who fed, clothed, and 
lodged us for the night. In the morning, the unfortunate Creole 
boatman was found dead, from cold and cramp, about half a mile 
from the place he was supposed to have landed at. The kind- 
ness, hospitality, and truly courageous assistance afforded us by 
M. Chiron, at the risk of his own life and that of his son, are 
deserving of all praise. It was a service of danger to go out even 
at all in a pirogue on such a rough night ; much more to go and 
seek for five drowning men three miles at sea. He wished his 
son not to go ; but the latter would not allow his father to go 
without him. Constantly during our long search, when the son 
was getting tired of pulling the boat, the father would cry out 
and encourage him, saying * Courage, mon fils !' 

" Bryan Mtlman, Capt, 5th Fusiliers.'^ 

Monsieur Chiron and Monsieur Chiron, Fils. 

To M. Chiron, and his son, who so nobly risked their lives in 
the case above detailed, the General Court felt bound to award 
to each the honorary silver medallion, in testimony of their 
' unqualified admiration of such noble courage and humanity. 

S. Sims. 

On Thursday, the 21st of September, an accident, that might 
have been attended with serious consequences, took place at the 
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TThames Tunnel Pier, and was only prevented by the intrepid and 
praiseworthy conduct of Samuel Sims, the captain of the " Water- 
man " Steamboat, No. 12. The boat left Westminster Bridge at 
thirty minutes past ten o'clock, and on stopping to embark and 
land passengers at the above pier, Mr. Noble and lady, with a 
child, came just as the word was given to let go ; and they had 
just reached the boat in safety, when Mr. Noble discovered that 
it was going to Woolwich instead of London. . He made an 
attempt to leave the steamer again, when the boat was moving, 
and, with the child, was precipitated into the water. The cap- 
tain seeing the accident, jumped from the paddle-box, plunged 
into the tide, and happily rescued them from a watery grave. 
The captain, after landing his charge at the pier, mounted the 
paddle-box with his clothes dripping wet, and was hailed with 
three hearty cheers by the passengers, who, one and all, bore 
testimony to his good conduct, and congratulated him on his 
success. 

Lieutenant Hon. W. B. De Blaqtjieee, R.N. 

On the 12th September 1848, at four o'clock p.m., a boy 
having fallen a great depth from the quay into the water near 
the Triumphal Arch at Waterloo Quay, Aberdeen, Lieut, the Hon. 
William Barnard De Blaquiere, of H.M.S. " Ganges," and then of 
H.M.S. " Virago " (forming one of the squadron lying in the 
Victoria Dock, Aberdeen Harbour), being near the spot at the 
time of the accident, immediately jumped into the water,- above 
sixteen feet deep, at the imminent risk of his life, and by 
swimming brought the boy safely to the side of the dock. No 
person offered to assist him until they reached the landing-place, 
although many were present. 

J. Robinson. 

On the 14th February 1848, John Robinson, captain's cox- 
swain in H.M. sloop " Skylark," happily saved the life of a man, 
named James Balsdon, of the same ship, who had first cut his 
throat and afterwards jumped overboard while the ship was under 
sail with a moderate breeze, and would inevitably have lost his 
life had not Robinson leaped into the sea and supported him 
(being perfectly helpless, and apparently lifeless) for full fifteen 
minutes, until a boat was lowered, which picked them both up. 
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J. Field. 

On the 2d of August 1848, Josh. Field, captain of the after- 
guard of H.M.S. " President," jumped overboard while at sea, at 
the imminent risk of his own life, to save that of Thomas Sun- 
derland, a shipmate, who had accidentally fallen overboard while a 
heavy sea was running, and supported him till they were both 
picked up. In the year 1842 he likewise saved two lives in a 
similar manner. 

T. Austin. 

During the Regatta at Halton Waters, in the town of Lan- 
caster, on the 12th September 1848, John Helme, one of the 
crew of a racing-boat, was thrown from his seat by his oar striking 
a buoy. Mr. Thos. Austin, who was in another boat, racing along- 
side at a distance of about twenty yards, immediately stopped, 
and gallantly plunged into the tide, which wa« running very 
strong at the time, and seized Helme, who was no swimmer, 
and apparently on the point of being drowned, and utterly 
helpless, his hands alone being visible at the moment, and 
most of the time he was under water. He then supported 
him until assistance was afforded by a boat, in which Helme was 
placed, being quite exhausted. Mr. Austin reached the shore 
with great difficulty, having been seized with cramp. The above 
case makes a total of five persons rescued from drowning by Mr. T. 
Austin. 

W. R. Smith, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 4th of February 1847, whilst H.M.S. "Endymion" 
was at anchor off Sacrificios Island, near Vera Cruz, Mr. West 
(second mate) slipped his footing from the gangway, and fell into 
the sea, striking his head against the ship's side. On the cry of 
" A man overboard," Lieutenant W. R Smith and others rushed 
on deck ; but owing to the excessive darkness of the night and a 
current running past the ship at the time, no object could at first 
be seen floating. At length some white substance was perceived 
at a distance, when lieut. Smith immediately plunged into the 
water, and, on reaching the object seen, found it to be Mr. West, 
quite motionless. Lieut. Smith instantly raised his head, and 
kept him floating until, by his repeated calls, a boat reached them. 
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On approaching the ship, it appeared that, in the crowd to see 
them brought alongside, another man fell overboard from the main 
chains, and, not knowing whether he could swim, Lieut. Smith 
instantly jumped overboard to his assistance, but found on reach- 
ing him that he was able to save himself. 

F. Hutchinson. 

" 92 Faerinqdon Street, 16<A May 1848. 
" Deab Sib, — In compliance with the request of the Com- 
mittee, I herewith transmit to you the particulars of the case of 
G. Thornton, aged thirty-six, who attempted suicide on the 14th 
of March last. It appears that he jumped from the centre arch 
of Blacklriars' Bridge into the Thames, whence he was rescued by 
a waterman, and taken to one of the Royal Humane Society's 
receiving-houses. I had been sent for, but, being from home, 
my assistant immediately attended. He had stripped Thornton, 
and just placed him in a warm bath when I arrived^ There was 
no pulsation at the wrist, nor any other sign of animation, and 
insensibility was complete ; but after some time a slight action 
of the heart could be distinguished. By friction, incessantly and 
vigorously applied over the body and limbs whilst in the bath, 
occasionally by dashing cold water in his face, keeping the mouth 
and nostrils well cleared, and inflating the lungs by alternately 
elevating and depressing the ribs, we had, after persevering up- 
wards of an hour, the gratification of seeing animation become 
gradually restored. I gave him some weak brandy and water 
when he was able to swallow, and afterwards some coffee ; he 
was then placed in a warm bed before the fire, and remained there 
until eleven o'clock the next day. I have a galvanic apparatus 
always ready for use in these cases ; but, as the means usually 
recommended by the Society gave promise of success, I did not 
have recourse to it in this instance. I was informed by some 
persons that he was not in the water more than five minutes. I 
believe that asphyxia would be more readily induced after a fall 
from such a height as about seventy feet than in ordinary cases 
of drowning, on account of the air being more completely ex- 
pelled from the lungs by compression of the chest on the body 
reaching the surface of the water, and the stunning effects pro- 
duced on the nervous system. Fras. Hutchinson, 

Med, Asmt to RH.S." 
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A. F. LUSIGNAN. 



On the 4tli of April 1848, a boy, named K Blundell, having 
fallen into the branch of the river Medway, and floated some 
distance with the stream, Mr. A. F. Lusignan, of Tonbridge, first 
divested himself of his coat and hat, plunged into the water, 
having previously taken a leap, which he was obliged to do owing 
to the bank at that part being overrun by brushwood and weeds, 
and happily succeeded in his humane purpose, the water being 
upwards of twelve feet deep. This is the fourth instance in 
which Mr. Lusignan has been the providential means of saving 
life in a similar manner, he having already received the honorary 
bronze medallion of this Society, in 1841, for one of the cases. 

Miss J. Heseeth. 

On the 24th of June 1848, as Mrs. Fleming and Miss Julia 
Hesketh were walking along the beach at the back of the Isle of 
Wight, near Black Gang Chine, when it was blowing hard and 
the sea running very high, a violent squall . gave so sudden an 
impetus to the rising tide, that they were both overtaken by the 
waves, which, in their reflux, dragged into their vortex Mrs. 
Fleming, who was at once floating in deep water, and at least 
twenty yards from land. The first impulse of her companion was 
to rush in to her rescue ; but she was checked by self-possession, 
which made her conscious that to obey the impulse was certain 
death to both. She, therefore, with heroic calmness, awaited 
patiently the returning wave, during which interval twice she ^w 
her friend sink beneath the surface. As she rose the second time, 
she watched her borne on the crest of a tremendous sea. Seiz- 
ing the intervening time between the bursting of the surge and 
its fearful recoil, she plunged into the sea, got hold of her ex- 
hausted and nearly insensible Mend, and dragged her up the 
shelving bank, when they were both again submerged. Another 
desperate effort on the part of Miss Hesketh placed her out of the 
immediate reach of the waves ; but she had, by clinging to 
bunches of grass and rushes, the dangerous task of climbing with 
her burden up a steep bank of slippery green sand, the appearance 
of which almost belies the possibility of such an ascent, before 
they were in perfect safety. Only those who know the treacher- 
ous nature of the sea on that coast can appreciate the mercy 
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vouchsafed to her who was thus saved, and the courage and 
presence of mind displayed on that occasion, and which, under 
Providence, were the instruments of her rescue. 

W. LUCEY. 

As Mr. William Lucey was passing along Rotherhithe Wall, on 
the 27th of June 1848, he heard the coal-whippers at the pier 
call out that a man had fallen overboard. He then ran to the 
spot, and saw, as he supposed, a man in the last, stage of exhaus- 
tion and sinking, having been immersed some time. Mr. Lucey 
jumped from the wharf with his clothes on into the water, swam 
out into the tide, and seized the sinking individual, who by that 
time was under water, and, grasping him by the collar of his coat, 
swam with him to a mooring-chain, when a person came to his 
assistance, on which Mr. Lucey let go the chain and swam ashore. 
This makes the fourth person saved by Mr. Lucey, who had been 
formerly rewarded by the Royal Humane Society. 

J. Granger and J. Hbslop. 

"H.M. Sloop * Acorn,' Chatham, 
''21th Aug. 1848. 
" Sm, — I have the honour to request that you will be pleased 
to lay before the Committee the following statement, viz. : — 
Charles L. Brown, captain's steward of H.M. Sloop * Acorn,' in 
a fit of delirium, on the 3d of January 1848, in Madras Roads, 
jumped overboard, with the intention of destroying himself. The 
vessel was rolling heavily at the time, with a strong breeze, lee 
current, and numerous sharks abounding round the ship ; when 
J. Heslop and J. Granger, captains of the fore and main tops, 
immediately jumped into the sea after him, and with consider- 
able risk and difficulty saved the unfortunate man. 

" J. E. Bingham, Gommander.^^ 

N. M^Cann, M.D. 

"Parliament Street, 1th Sept. 1848. 
" My dear Sir, — When addressing you the day before yester- 
day, announcing the recovery of J. Murray, a waiter at the 
United Service Club, I little thought that I should have the same 
pleasurable duty devolve upon me so soon in stating to you one 
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more recovery, and certainly the most satisfactory of any that I 
have had to report since I become Medical Assistant to your 
Society. It is that of a young woman of respectable parents, 
residing in Lambeth. The case of drowning is so well known to 
you and your Board, that I do not think it necessary here to enter 
into detail ; but that she contemplated the double act of sui- 
cide first by taking laudanum, and then by throwing herself into 
the Thames at Westminster Bridge. Singular to say, the latter 
attempt was an antidote to the former. I also consider it a 
waste of time for me to enter into the mode of treatment, that 
being equally well known to the medical members of the Board. 
However, I must beg to tell you, as I did in my last letter, that 
I used my best endeavours, which were very successful in this 
case. It is not a little gratifying to my feelings to have received 
by post an enclosed letter from a gentleman quite unknown to 
me. N. M*Oann, Med, Assist, EM,S,'* 

H. Laughbin. 

On the 1st of November 1848, Captain E. Stanley, of H.M.S. 
" Calliope," whilst returning from the shore at Kio de Janeiro 
to his ship in his gig, was upset, together with the rest of his 
boat's crew, owing to the boat being caught aback in a sudden 
squall ; when Henry Laughrin, boatswain's mate of the same 
ship, gallantly jumped overboard, at the risk of his own life, 
and saved Captain Stanley, whose life was greatly endangered 
(although an expert swimmer) by a man clinging to him. And 
furthermore, by the noble conduct displayed by Laughrin, several 
of the boat's crew were rescued. 

H. C. Caetee. 

On the 25th April 1848, as Master Harcourt C. Carter, aged 
fifteen years, son of Major Carter, of Carlton House, Jersey, was 
on the sands at St. Clement Bay, he noticed two young boys, 
aged five and six years, on a rock surrounded by the sea, and 
which, owing to a powerful flood-tide, would have buried them, 
had it not been for the intrepid conduct of this brave little fellow, 
who, disgusted with the apathy of a man who at the time was 
looking on, plunged into the water at the great risk of his own 
life, and safely landed the two children on the beach. 
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C. E. H. F^KRANT, RK 

On the 5tli September 1848, at five a.m., whilst H.M. 
steam-sloop " Sampson " was at anchor off Valparaiso, James 
Smith, private marine, then engaged stopping his hammock on 
the gantlin, lost his balance, and fell overboard. It being quite 
dark at the time, and he not being able to swim, with a heavy- 
swell, and a set of current out of the bay, he was carried away 
from the ship ; when Mr. Chas. E. H. Farrant, master's assistant, 
mate of the watch, ran to the sponson, and, observing that the 
man was in imminent danger, instantly jumped overboard (into 
thirty fathoms water), and swam to his assistance. Some minutes 
elapsed before Mr. Farrant could reach him. He at length 
succeeded in getting hold of the man, and had made considerable 
progress on his return to the ship with him, when a boat reached 
them, but not until after he had been taken twice or thrice under 
water, through the man clinging so closely to him. The intrepid 
conduct displayed by Mr. Farrant, who is a young officer only 
seventeen years of age, and at sea for the first time, is deserving 
of the highest praise. 

J. DiCKERSON. 

On the 11th January 1849, a vessel, the "Little Gem," of 
Guernsey, was in a heavy gale off the mouth of the harbour of 
Granville, with the certainty of being lost, with two persons on 
board, who would have been infallibly drowned, as they were 
alone on board, their boat having put off for assistance from the 
pier, and being unable to return. In this position John Dicker- 
son got a boat and seven men from a French man-of-war, the 
" Passpartout," at that time in this harbour, which put him and 
two French seamen on board, who navigated the ship safely to a 
port to leeward, and thus saved her and the two men left on board. 
Such was the violence of the storm, that the boat was swamped 
in returning, and five out of seven of this boat's crew were 
drowned. All must have perished, but for the heroism and devoted- 
ness displayed by John Dickerson and the two French seamen. 
The British Government have promised medals to the four surviv- 
ing Frenchmen, and a pecuniary gratification to them and to the 
families of those deceased. 
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T. Carnk 

On the 19tli of March 1849, Thomas Carne, a labouring 
miner, was crossing the river Tamar, at Calstock, Cornwall, in 
a boat kept by the Wheal Maria Mining Company, for the pur- 
pose of convejring to and fro the labourers who work in their 
mine, when, by some alarm raised among the men (thirteen in 
number) in consequence of the boat springing a leak, the whole 
were upset, the depth of water being eighteen feet Thomas 
Came and another man at first swam ashore, but, seeing the 
danger of the others who could not swim, Thomas Came imme- 
diately returned, and brought out two of his companions. By 
the time he had effected this, and disengaged himself from his 
heavy coat, the other seven were under the surface of the water, 
locked together by arms and legs, and sinking fast. Carne, 
however, instantly swam to the place, and by diving and extra- 
ordinary exertions succeeded in landing them. By this time 
there were no traces of the two remaining unfortunate men, who 
were perfectly dead before they were got out by drags. However, 
by the noble heroism and determination of Thomas Came to save 
his companions, nine out of thirteen were restored to their wives 
and families. 

In addition to a silver medal, £5 was awarded to Thos. Came 
by the General Court. 

0. J. Jones, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 24th March 1849, as H.M.S. " Ganges " was lying at 
the outer anchorage of the Cove of Cork, Edward Galloway, a 
seaman belonging to that ship, fell from the futtock shrouds into 
the water, striking several times against the rigging and the ship's 
side, when Lieut. Oliver J. Jones immediately ordered Fisbee's 
life-buoy and ropes to be thrown to him ; but the man, who was 
stunned by the fall, was unable to avail himself of the use of 
them, and sank in between nine and ten fathoms ; upon which 
Lieut. Oliver J. Jones, in the most gallant and meritorious 
manner, at great risk of his own life, leaped overboard, and 
dived after him, and brought him up in a state of insensibility, 
and held him until further assistance was procured. But for the 
prompt and spirited conduct of this officer, the man*s life would 
have been lost. 
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This oflScer saved the life of William Andrews, a seaman belong- 
ing to H.M.S. " Melville," in Halifax Harbour, on the 4th June 
1837; but, with that modesty inseparable from real merit, never 
mentioned it until spoken to on the subject, when he showed a 
certificate to that eflfect from the present Eear-Admiral Peter 
Douglas, at that time captain of the said ship. 

F. G. Powell. 

On the 3d April 1849, as Master Thos. Sangster, Master Frank 
Graham Powell, and Master John Frederick Everett, gentlemen 
commoners at Winchester, were returning from Twyford along 
the banks of the river Itchin, Master Sangster, in crossing the 
boards of the seventh lock, fell into the water, which at that time 
was seventeen feet deep, and running with a strong current 
through the lock, the lower gates being open, and rushing violently 
over the gates of the upper end of the lock, the river being very 
much swollen, thereby causing a tremendous rush at the place 
where Sangster fell in. Frank Powell (though himself a very in- 
different swimmer), having perceived that his young friend Sang- 
ster had, after a few struggles, become quite insensible and sunk 
twice, nobly plunged into the water, at great risk of his own life, 
and caught him by the hand ; they were both impelled by the 
force of the current through the lower lock-gates into the river 
beyond ; but by a fortunate eddy of the stream were carried 
(after they had drifted down some way) to the bank, where, by 
the assistance of their school-fellow Everett, they accomplished the 
gratifying task of dragging Sangster ashore. When rescued, he 
was perfectly insensible ; but by being rubbed violently by Powell 
and Everett (for they could procure no other assistance, being 
more than two miles distant from any residence), animation was 
at last restored. Thus Powell, at the early age of thirteen years, 
by his noble conduct and humane exertions has derived the 
gratifying reflection of having saved the life of his friend and 
school-fellow. 

E. GERARD. 

On the 20th April 1849, at three o'clock a.m., an English 
merchant vessel called " The Thistle," of Whitby, was driven 
ashore at low-water. The sea at the time was raging furiously, 
and as the tide rose the vessel was lifted and thumped alternately 
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upon the sand banks, reeling to and fro, and threatening destruc- 
tion every moment to the unhappy crew. The master's last 
act, before quitting the deck, was to fire off a musket twice as a 
signal of distress, and was about to fire the third time, when a 
heavy sea broke over the ship, and nearly carried him away : he 
then fled to the fore-rigging to join his men, who had already 
sought shelter, or rather prolongation of life, in the shrouds. 
They remained for eight hours in the fore-rigging, little thinking, 
as was afterwards discovered, that the foremast was sprung ; and 
after this lapse of time passed in the most intense anxiety and 
suffering, during which some hundreds of the villagers and peasants 
of the surrounding neighbourhood had gradually collected, each feel- 
ing within himself his sad inefficiency to render the least assist- 
ance, and every moment expecting to see their fellow-creatures 
rudely thrust firom their hold, and plunged into eternity, — at this 
awful moment there appeared from among the crowd a youth of 
the name of Eugene Gr^rard, who, at the early age of eighteen, 
had been already buffeted about by the winds and waves. This 
youth, more intrepid than the rest, seeing the impossibility of 
approaching the ship with boats, boldly went forward, and at the 
most imminent risk of his own life (notwithstanding the entreaties 
of his father to return), dashed into the sea, and, after having been 
three times overturned by the violence of the waves, succeeded in 
forming a communication between the ship and the shore by 
means of ropes ; and thus, by his daring courage and humane exer- 
tions, saved the master and the wretched suffering crew from a 
watery grave. 

Rev. J. L. Roberts. 

On the 31st May 1849, as the Rev. John Llewellyn Roberts, 
B.A., of Queen's College, Oxford, was returning, after bathing 
in the river Cherwell, in company with two scholars of the same 
College, their attention was drawn to a << call for assistance," at 
the time they were in a field on the further bank of the river, 
and at first the call was not supposed to be serious ; but, on 
coming nearer, they perceived a person in the water struggling 
violently, and evidently in very great danger. A pole had, 
indeed, been thrown in, but, from his apparent helpless con- 
dition, he was unable to grasp it. Perceiving how matters stood, 
Mr. Roberts threw off' his boots, and the greater part of his 
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clothes, and instantly jumped into the water, struck forward, and 
succeeded in catching him by the hair just as he was disappear^ 
ing for the third time, quite exhausted and insensible. It is due 
to Mr. Roberts to state, that in nobly undertaking to save the 
life of the gentleman (who proved to be Mr. Impey, of Wadham 
College, Oxford), he did so at the great peril of his own life, and 
with considerable anxiety as to the issue of a collision, for it may 
be mentioned that Mr. Impey is very tall and athletic, while Mr. 
Roberts is barely of the average height ; but by his skill and de- 
termination he contrived to reach the shore, bearing the gentle- 
man he had rescued, and who was subsequently pulled out by 
the people on the bank. After remaining upon the ground some 
time, Mr. Impey recovered sufficiently to express his deep obliga- 
tions to Mr. Roberts, who had so bravely risked his own life to 
save that of a fellow-creature. 

J. HUGGINS. 

In February 1849, whilst H.M. steam-sloop "Scourge" was 
at anchor off the island of Trinidad, a boy, named Thomas Bur- 
gess, of the said ship, feU overboard, when John Huggins, late 
quartermaster of H.M. steam-sloop " Scourge,'* prompted by the 
most gallant spirit, instantly jumped overboard, and by diving 
fortunately rescued the poor boy from drowning, but not without 
encountering the very great risk of his own life, owing to the 
number of sharks which infest those waters. Independent of 
this gallant act, it must be observed that Huggins, during his 
short career at sea (being a very young man), has, by his humane 
and meritorious conduct, been fortunate enough, and had the 
gratification of saving, at different periods, eleven other lives, 
making in all twelve human beings he has rescued from a watery 
grave. 

T. H. Fellows. 

On the 29th July 1849, about eight o'clock A.M., Mr. Blore 
(a son of the celebrated architect), while bathing with a friend at 
the Weir, below Windsor Bridge, unavoidably got into an eddy, 
became alarmed, and began to sink. His friend immediately 
swam to his assistance ; but he not being a very expert swimmer, 
both were in imminent danger of being drowned. At this time, 
they being nearly exhausted, Mr. Seeker, town-clerk of Windsor, 
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jumped into the water, and called out for aid, but unfortunately 
was unable to render any effectual assistance himself. At this 
juncture Mr. Thomas Howard Fellows, Mr. Patrick Colquhoun, 
and Mr. Stephen Cave, who were at the time proceeding in a punt 
to the Weir for the purpose of indulging in the healthful eiyoy- 
ment of bathing, saw the two persons in the water struggling and 
vainly attempting to support each other, and crying for help ; 
upon which Mr. Fellows gallantly jumped in and swam to Mr. 
Blore, and succeeded (but with great difficulty) in releasing him 
from the eddy, and, with the aid of Mr. Colquhoun and Mr. 
Cave, brought him to the shore quite exhausted. It is certain 
that but for the very humane and timely assistance rendered by 
Mr. Fellows to Mr. Blore, and to his companion by releasing him, 
both their lives must inevitably have been sacrificed. 

W. HOETON. 

On the 4th September 1849, William Horton, aged fifteen years 
(the son of David Horton, a blacksmith by trade), whilst engaged 
on a stage at the end of Frith's Wharf, in the city of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and thus earning a trifle towards their daily support, 
his attention was suddenly directed to something he heard fall 
through the hatch of the wharf, and on looking under he per- 
ceived a girl floating in the water, which at the time was very 
deep (between sixteen and eighteen feet). He immediately, with 
the most noble daring, plunged in, and swam towards her. Upon 
reaching her, he discovered she was not alone, but had an infant 
only ten months old firmly grasped in her arms ; however, by 
great presence of mind, and considerable exertion on his part to 
support them, he succeeded in rescuing both the girl and infant, 
and eventually placed them in safety on a pile of stones, under 
the wharf, where they remained until further assistance was 
rendered. This courageous deed of the poor lad was followed up 
by another gallant act ; for on the 1 7th of the same month, while 
engaged in his daily labour on Mr. Cunard's new wharf, a child 
of six years old, named Dunn, accidentally fell over into very 
deep water. Some workmen near at hand immediately prepared 
to row off in a boat to its assistance ; but their humane inten- 
tions were rendered futile by Horton, who had likewise noticed 
the accident from a short distance, when he ran down the wharf, 
and, without waiting to divest himself of any portion of his wear- 
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ing apparel, leaped into the water at the risk of his own life, 
swam to the rescue, and saved the child, who was on the eve of 
sinking, probably never to rise again. Thus this brave youth, 
by the exhibition of skill and courage rare at his tender age, has 
been instrumental in saving the lives of three children within a 
fortnight. 

Sheraed Osborne, Lieutenant, R.K 

On the 20th September 1848, Lieut. Sherard Osborne, R.N., 
of H.M.S. "Dwarf," while fitting out in the basin of Ports- 
mouth Dock-yard (the depth of water at the time being 27 feet), 
bis attention was suddenly drawn to the cry of "A boy over- 
board," and it proved to be William Mustrell, second class boy of 
the same ship ; when Lieut. Osborne, without the slightest pre- 
paration, but with his full uniform on, including his sword, jumped 
in, and catching at a rope, which, however, proved not to be 
made fast to the vessel, fortunately saved him. The boy would 
inevitably have been drowned but for the very gallant conduct of 
Lieut. Osborne on this occasion. 



ExTEACT of the Minutes of the Brighton Branch Society, 

Thursday, December 28th, 1848. 

W. Cheesman. 

" That of William Cheesman, the superintendent of the bathing- 
machines at Kemp Town, who during the last season saved the 
Rev. 6. Powell, of Hendcott, near Salisbury, and also Mr. 
M*Donell, from drowning ; the former of these instances was 
marked by the greatest courage and perseverance on the part of 
Cheesman, and accompanied with imminent danger to himself. 
These facts were fully proved by letters from Mr. Powell and 
another gentleman, and also by information supplied by the 
Honorary Secretary. 

"Resolved, That William Cheesman be recommended by this 
Committee to the Parent Society as eminently deserving the 
honorary silver medallion." 

The honorary silver medallion was awarded accordingly to W. 
Cheesman by a General Court. ' 
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W. Weight. 

"That of William Wright, who on the 18th of December 
brought up the body of Mary Hill from a well 130 feet deep. 

« The case of William Wright, adjourned from last meeting, was 
again brought forward ; when it appeared that, as soon as the 
alarm had been given on the day above named, that a woman 
named Mary Hill had fallen into a well in Nottingham Street, 
Wright instantly offered to go down. The great depth of the 
well (130 feet) made it necessary that a new rope should be first 
added to that which had been already prepared ; and on this being 
done, Wright went down. The two lights which he took with 
him were both extinguished in the course of his descent ; but 
he remained there about twenty minutes, succeeded in putting 
ropes around the body of the woman, and both were drawn up ; 
but life was extinct in the woman. 

" The above circumstances were proved by competent witnesses, 
and in the course of the inquiiy it appeared that Wright had 
received, ten years ago, the honorary bronze medallion of the 
Society for saving a boy's life at the Chain Pier. 

"Kesolved, That William Wright be strongly recommended to 
the Parent Society as deserving the distinction of a silver 
medal." 

The honorary silver medallion was accordingly awarded to W. 
Wright by a General Court of the Parent Society. 

P. Russell. 

On the 3d September 1849, at four p.m., Mary Farrell had 
fallen into the broad basin of the Koyal Canal, Dublin, close to the 
terminus of the Great Western Railway, and was on the point of 
sinking, when Mr. Peter Russell, although at the opposite side of the 
basin, jumped into the canal with his clothes on, and caught the 
girl, who had struggled into the middle of it (the depth of water 
being between eight and nine feet), and was in the act of rising 
to the surface ; he then swam with her to the wall, and some 
men (who came in the meantime) lifted her from his arm and 
assisted him in getting up the wall, otherwise he would have been 
obliged to swim with her to the point of the canal where the quay- 
wall ceases. 
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J. Gray. 

On the 6th January 1850, at half-past seven o'clock a.m., Mr. 
Joseph Qray was skating on a pond on Hampstead Heath, called 
the Fourth pond, which is one of the reservoirs of the Hamp- 
stead Water Company, when he heard a cry raised of " One in," 
at the opposite end of the pond to that on which he was, and 
saw a boy, who afterwards proved to be William Robert Wheatley, 
of the Cock and Crown, High Street, Hampstead, struggling in 
the water. He immediately skated to the spot as fast as possible, 
and threw off his coat and hat as he went ^ong, it being evident 
from the situation of the boy (he being near the margin of ice and 
water), that unless he was prepared to go in after him it was 
useless attempting to save him. He had previously rescued nine 
drowning persons from the water, and was determined to attempt 
the rescue of the tenth. He kicked off his skates as fast as pos- 
sible, at the same time calling to the boy to remain quiet, and he 
would come to him : he then crawled along on the ice until it 
gave way under him, which it did before he reached the boy, 
although the hole he made broke into the one the boy was in, 
which caused the boy to lose his hold of the ice and fall back ; 
he then got him up, and lifted him repeatedly on to the ice, which 
as repeatedly gave way and let the boy in again ; and after great 
difficulty, Mr. Gray, with assistance, saved him. 

E. Wylde, Lietjtenant, R.N. 

On the 25th January 1850, at seven o'clock p.m., Richard 
Gibbons, a seaman of H.M.S. " Garland " fell overboard on com- 
ing from the quay at Ostend to his ship. The fall being heard 
by the man on watch, he raised an alarm ; every one was soon on 
deck, and everything in the shape of a hook soon in use. It was 
ten minutes ere they could hook him up, partly covered in mud 
on account of there being a great deal of drift ice about the ship. 
Lieut. Edward Wylde, RN., commander of H.M. packet " Gar- 
land," had him instantly taken down to his fore-cabin, stripped, 
wiped dry, and laid on his back, with the head and shoulders a 
little raised, and put him on a warm mattress and warm blankets : 
he then with the other officers commenced rubbing the body, 
which was continued for nearly two hours before animation could 
be restored ; at last they had the pleasing gratification of hearing 
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him speak, although no hopes of recovery had been pronounced 
by a French doctor who had previously seen him. . 

On a former occasion Lieut. Wylde went out in a life-boat, and 
saved the lives of the crew of a foundering vessel on the coast of 
Norfolk. 

M. Lee. 

On the 1st February 1850, at ten o'clock a.m., a poor woman, 
named Sheltis, living at Watergate, in the town of Bandon, Ire- 
land, was blown down in a high wind while washing her clothes, 
and carried out into a rapid river (the Bandon), at that time 
swollen by the late rains and floods. She was rapidly passing 
down the stream, quite out of her depth, unseen by any one, 
when providentially she was enabled to cry out, and her cry was 
heard by a young ;nan, named Matthew Lee, a clerk in an office, 
who rushed to the brink near where he heard the cry, dashed in, 
and, by swimming seventy or eighty yards, was eventually the 
cause of her life being preserved. The river where the claimant 
overtook Mrs. Sheltis was bounded by a wall about seven feet 
high above the flood, and he was obliged to bring the person 
saved about thirty yards up against the current ; and Lee, with- 
out a moment's delay ran the imminent risk of his own life, 
having to use great exertion and trouble before he could bring her 
safe to land. 

This is the second instance of Mr. Lee saving life. 

Miss H. Atkinson. 

On the 6th April 1850, a little girl, named Elizabeth Hudson, 
playing near a marsh adjoining the garden of Mr. Henry Kersey, 
yeoman at Steerston, near Harleston, Norfolk, accidentally slipped 
therein, the depth being from six to eight feet. It appears that, 
from the lightness of the child and her short clothes, she floated 
seven or eight yards before she went under water. Alarm was in- 
stantly given by two little girls and a maid-servant who witnessed 
the accident, which brought Mrs. Kersey, and another servant, 
also, the groom and a man who was passing at the time ; but so 
formidable a place was it, that by no means could Mrs. Kersey 
prevaQ upon either of the men to go to the rescue of the drown- 
ing child. Miss Harriet Atkinson, a young lady of delicate health, 
and teacher in the family, hearing the cries of Mrs. Kersey and 
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her servants, rushed to the spot, and without a moment's delay or 
question, dashed fearlessly into the water, swam about twenty 
yards, and fortunately caught the child. She then turned and 
brought the child six or seven yards nearer to the side, and, just 
as she had completed her heroic task sank fainting in the water. 
It was only by Mrs. Kersey and maid-servants literally pushing 
one of the cowards down to the young lady that she was saved 
from sinking, in her fainting state, under the water ; but, thanks 
more to the courage of the women than the men, she was saved, 
put instantly to bed, and soon after both the adventuress and the 
child were welL 

J. Jones. 

On the 9th April 1850, Captain H. Hopper went out fishing 
in a boat called a coracle, in the river Zing, near Carmarthen, and 
was upset by an eddy. John Jones saw the accident, and imme* 
diately plunged into the river, at least twenty feet deep, and at- 
tempted to swim to his assistance in a direct line through the pool ; 
but such was the force of the current, that he was at least fifty 
yards below where Captain Hopper was ; he therefore landed and 
ran till he was opposite the part of the pool where Captain 
Hopper still kept himself above water, being unable to swim, hav- 
ing lost the use of one of his legs ; and a second time swam to his 
assistance ; he then happily succeeded, but with great difficulty, in 
reaxihing the land with his charge. 

T. Hambeb. 

On the 18th April 1850, the Wadham boat was upset in the 
mid-stream of the river Isis, by running foul of another boat near 
My Lock, Oxford. The crews of both boats, consisting of 
eighteen persons, were thrown into the water, which was very 
high, and running rapidly at the time. Mr. Thomas Hamber, of 
Oriel College, was in a boat with some others, and on seeing 
the accident jumped out of his boat into the river, swam thirty or 
forty feet to the bank, and then ran along the bank and jumped 
in near them. He was in time to bring one man to shore, and 
then plunged in again to the assistance of those who could not swim, 
and was thereby the means of saving three individuals through his 
great presence of mind, and almost superhuman strength and tact. 

About two years since Mr. T. Hamber jumped into the same 
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riTer, and saved the life of a young man who was upset while 
steering a boat. 



J. W. Tablton, Commandee, K.N. 

On the 21st March 1849, a seaman, named Hages, whilst em- 
ployed painting ship at Genoa, fell overboard, and, not being 
able to swim, would inevitably have been drowned before assistance 
could have reached him, but for the intrepid and gallant conduct 
of Commander J. W. Tarlton, R.K, of H.M.S. "Vengeance," who 
instantly jumped overboard from his cabin port, and succeeded in 
saving the poor fellow from a watery grave, and he was promptly 
got on board again, to the delight of sJl hands ; indeed the praise- 
worthy and noble act has obtained for Commander Tarlton the 
admiration of every one in the ship. In the winter of 1847 he 
went to the assistance of the crew of the U.S. Brig " Somers," 
when she foundered off the port of Vera Cruz, and received the 
thanks of the American Government for his exertions. 

H. Folks. 

On the 20th July 1850, several boys had been bathing in 
the river near Bishop Stortford, Herts, and were about return- 
ing to their respective homes, when Master Alfred Folks ascended 
a lofty tree, the branches of which overhung the river, from 
whence he slipped, and became immersed in about twelve feet of 
water. It appears the other boys were at the time some distance 
off ; but on hearing a splash, they hastened to the spot, and 
although Master Henry Folks was not at the moment aware that 
it was his own brother in danger, he at once jumped into the 
water with his clothes on. At the same instant the boy rose above 
the water, and then went down a second time. Master Henry 
Folks continued, however, to struggle with the weeds on the surface 
untU Alfred rose a second time, when he caught him by the back 
t)f the neck and pushed him to the bank of the river, and, if assist- 
ance had not been close at hand, it is quite evident that both 
must have sunk, as when taken out they were in a state of extreme 
exhaustion. 

This is the second instance of Master Henry W. Folks being 
instrumental in saving life. 
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J. Edwaeds, P.O. 

On the evening of the 25th July 1850, as the "Ajax" 
steamer was leaving the quay at Cork harbour, a female on land- 
ing fell oflf the gangway plank into the river, the tide being then 
full in. A sailor, seeing the accident, jumped after her, but being 
unable to swim, and being firmly clasped by the woman, they both 
would inevitably have perished, had it not been for the prompt 
and heroic conduct of a police constable, named James Edwards, 
who, without divesting himself of any part of his apparel, plunged 
into the tide, and, at the risk of his own life, saved those of the 
female and the sailor. 

This case was first submitted to the Cork Dispensary and 
Humane Society, and reconmiended by that branch for a medal of 
the Parent Society. 

Dr. Standen. 

On the 17th August 1850, James Southgate, aged eight years, 
■was pushed over the quay by another boy into the river Ouse at 
Lynn, Norfolk, when the water was from twelve to thirteen feet 
deep, and a strong flood-tide running at the time. Dr. Standen, 
seeing that the child was carried away by the tide and had sunk, 
and feeling that he would certainly be drowned, instantly pulled 
off his coat, plunged into the river, and succeeded, by diving, in 
catching hold of the boy, and with considerable difficulty and risk, 
brought him to land, after having swum at least a distance of 
thirty yards. 

K Smith. 

On the 17th August 1850, Mr. George Kead, aged nine years, 
while fishing at Henley, in seven or eight feet of water, got his 
hook entangled in the weeds, and, in the efibrt made to disengage it, 
fell into the river Thames. Master Edward Smith, who was also 
fishing at some distance higher up the river, and hearing the noise 
caused by young Bead falling into the water, looked in that direc- 
tion, but at first could see nothing of him ; presently, ho)vever, 
the child reappeared, and young Smith, perceiving he was fast 
drowning, rushed down the wharf, and with all his clothes and 
shoes on, plunged in and dashed at him. Eead then seized him 
in such a manner as to incapacitate Smith from swimming in 
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the ordinary way, and had he been unable to tread water, both of 
them, in all probability, would have been drowned. By a series 
of eflEbrts, however. Smith came alongside the wharf, and so obtained 
the aid of his younger brother and their maid-servant (the only 
parties there), by whom he and his burden were safely landed. 

Smith learned to swim last summer only : he is the son of the 
late Captain Smith, Madras Army. 

Mb. Habbis. 

On the 28th August 1850, about half-past nine o'clock p.m., as 
Mrs. Green was passing across a plank between two steamboats, in 
order to land at the Southampton pier, her foot slipped, and she fell 
into the river, then about twenty feet deep. Mr. Harris, hearing 
of the accident, left the party, and without divesting himself of 
any part of his dress, gallantly jumped into the stream, and for- 
tunately grasped her clothing after twice sinking, and brought her 
to the vessel's side. The night was intensely dark, and the 
escape of Mrs. Green from being drawn under the steamboats was 
almost miraculous. Mr. Harris was indefatigable in his exertions, 
and continued his attentions to her for some time, before taking 
off his own drenched clothing. 

B. MOOBE. 

On the 4th September 1 850, at five p.m., a little boy, niife 
years of age, accidentally fell overboard from a barge lying near 
the lock in the Grand Surrey Canal Dock. On being missed by 
the man in charge of the barge, he gave an alarm, upon which 
the lock-keeper, Richard Moore, immediately ran out of the house, 
plunged into the canal, and dived under the barge and brought the 
boy up in a state of complete insensibility. The water was six- 
teen feet deep where the accident happened. 

This makes the fifth time Moore has saved human life in the 
Grand Surrey Docks by his intrepidity, and the eighth case during 
his life. 

J. M. J. COLLIEB. 

On the 5th July 1850, Mr. John Hussey, who was residing 
at St. Malo, went in the morning to bathe in the sea at St. Servau, 
near St. Malo, and soon after disappeared ; when Joseph Maria 
Jean Collier, a French soldier in the custom-house battalion of St 
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Malo, who had observed the occurrence, at once divested hitaself 
of his sword and part of his dress, and plunged into the sea, in 
the direction that was indicated to him : he swam out, and after 
diving several times ineffectually, was himself so much exhausted 
by his exertions and the weight of his wet clothes, that he called 
out for assistance, and was rescued by a custom-house boat, which 
went to his relief. The brave conduct of Collier in endeavouring 
to save Mr. Hussey, though it unhappily failed, was considered so 
meritorious as to lead to its being represented to the French 
Government ; and the British residents at St. Servan raised a sub- 
scription, the amount of which was appropriated to the purchase 
of a few articles of plate, which were presented to him in the 
presence of his officers, accompanied by a complimentary letter. 

Captain H. Binstead, RK 

On the 25th September 1850, in the afternoon, a little girl, 
named Ellen Farrell, fell from a bridge into a cut connected with 
the navigation of the Aire and Calder rivers, Wakefield. A by- 
stander who saw the child in the water offered a sovereign to a 
man, then in the water up to his knees, to save her, but he, not 
being able to swim, durst not venture farther into the river. 
Fortunately, however. Captain Henry Binstead, R.K, came up 
at the moment, and immediately plunged into the stream with all 
his clothes on, and succeeded, at great risk, in rescuing the child. 
The deed was a noble and a daring one on the part of Captain 
Binstead, as the place is considered extremely dangerous, and the 
current there very strong. 

Miss Maey Kane and Miss Kate Kane. 

On the 25th September 1850, at seven o'clock A.M., a number 
of persons were assembled for bathing at Bundoran, Ireland. Miss 
Mary Kane and her sister Kate had just bathed, and barely changed 
a wet for a dry garment at a little distance on the rocks, when a 
cry of distress attracted Miss Kate's attention. She saw a female 
named Mrs. Lundrum, struggling in the water, and the bathing- 
woman who had gone to her assistance, also taken at once off 
her feet by the under-current, which is there most powerful, 
especially during a high spring-tide, after a storm, as was the 
case on that morning. Miss Kate ran out on the rocks collecting 
the bathing-dresses to tie together and throw out, in the hope that 
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they miglit lay hold of them, when her sister Mary, hearing the 
screams of those who were looking on, rushed through the crowd, 
and at the imminent risk of her own life, dashed into the sea to 
effect the rescue of those two persons. The bathing-woman, 
whose struggles were very violent, was nearly exhausted, when 
she rushed and seized her by the arm, and with much difficulty 
kept her head above water. Having then only one hand to swim 
with, Miss Mary soon found that, .instead of nearing the rocks, she 
was, with the two others, gradually drawn out, when Miss Kate, 
standing on a point of rock, herself in a most dangerous position 
from the great swell, and up to her waist in the water, seeing her 
Bister as well as the others in such peril, made a throw with the 
bathing-dresses she had tied together, and a great wave having 
brought the sufferers a little nearer. Miss Mary redoubled her 
exertions, and with a few bold strokes succeeded in laying hold of 
the dresses, and all three were thus drawn in together. The bathing- 
woman was received by her own friends, many of whom were 
looking on. It was a most touching sight to behold the two sisters, 
Miss Mary and Miss Kate Kane, thus restored to each other, kneel 
down, wet as they were, on the bare rocks, accompanied by a 
number of persons who witnessed this great deliverance, and return 
thanks to the €U)d of all mercies, who had thus preserved their 
lives from imminent danger, and enabled Miss Mary, though at 
the risk of her own life, to be the means of saving two persons 
from a watery grave. 

Miss McDonald. 

On tbe evening of the 26th of July 1850, between nine and 
ten o'clock, it being quite dark. Miss McDonald, a young lady of 
sixteen, a native of Oregan, being near the river, and opposite 
her father's house, at Carillon Bay, on the Ottowa river, its width 
being about a mile and a-half, heard cries for help at a distance 
on the water. There was no one but herself and some young 
children near, and the cries for help becoming very urgent. Miss 
McDonald • determined to go herself to the rescue. With con- 
siderable difficulty she reached a small leaky boat, anchored off 
shore, in which she embarked with one of her brothers, a child of 
eight years of age, and, guided by the cries of the now drowning 
parties, she pulled boldly out into the bay. After great exertion 
at the oars, to the use of which she was unaccustomed, she reached 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 171 

a boat, bottom upwards, to whicb three boys (John Cameron, 
John Eobbins, and Adam Bobbins) were clinging almost ex- 
hausted. With much effort, and at the risk of upsetting her own 
craft, she dragged the boys off the wreck into the boat, and then 
pulled for the shore, which she regained between ten and eleven 
o'clock. Those who are acquainted with the locality consider 
that few men, even able boatmen and good swimmers, would have 
had the courage to undertake the risk. 

The noble and intrepid conduct of Miss M*Donald caused the 
most lively sensation at the time of its occurrence. A committee 
was also formed for the purpose of raising a subscription to pur- 
chase a silver tea-service, which was presented to Miss McDonald 
as a testimonial for her heroic and praiseworthy conduct. 

R. W. WOODHOUSB, JUN. 

On the 12th of December 1850, the following melancholy and 
painful occurrence took place, and which gave rise to the noble 
and daring courage of Mr. Robert William Woodhouse, jun. : — 

Mr. Woodhouse was on the beach when the fishing-boats were 
making for the shore in face of a most tremendous surf, and one of 
which was capsized, and observing that one of the crew, in the effort 
to save himself, had nearly exhausted all his strength, he instantly 
plunged into the sea, and swam to his assistance, although at the 
greatest peril of his life. Mr. Woodhouse had the satisfaction of 
saving the life of the poor fisherman. Seeing another poor fellow 
endeavouring to escape a watery grave, he again ventured out, 
taking with him, for greater safety, a rope ; and, notwithstanding 
the admonitions of those around him, who assured him it was most 
hazardous to proceed further, he was determined not to relax in his 
exertions. The force, of the waves, however, was so great, that 
the rope gave way. Mr. Woodhouse then endeavoured to near the 
wreck, when he was dashed against a plank with such violence as 
to severely injure his foot, and to cause him to be separated from 
the sinking man, who was not seen after. 

The wife of one of the fishermen was venturing into the sea to 
render assistance to her husband, when she suddenly got beyond 
her depth, and must have perished had not Mr. Woodhouse, for 
the third time, dashed forward and saved her. 

An order of knighthood was conferred on Mr. Woodhouse by 
the Queen of Portugal. 



172 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

J. Roach. 

On the 19th of October 1851, a canoe, containing three men, 
was upset at what are called the Upper Steps, at the Wharf Tonnes 
Town, St. Helena. Two of the men immediately swam to the 
shore ; but the third, John Enley, continued struggling in the water 
under the immediate eyes of a number of spectators, who were 
utterly unable to render the slightest assistance. He was sinking 
for the third time, when Joseph Roach, a native boatman, who 
had run some distance from observing that something unusual was 
occurring, having arrived at the spot, at once leaped overboard 
and seized Enley by the hair, but was so firmly grasped round the 
thigh by the drowning man, that he could not rise to the surface, 
until a boat coming to his aid enabled him, by extending an oar, 
to emerge with the almost lifeless man. 

This is the third instance of Joseph Roach having been instru- 
mental in saving life. 

Lieutenant J. Y. Moggridge, R.E. 

The 25th of December 1850 afforded a scene of a very exciting 
character. A skiff^ containing three men, had crossed from the 
Island, Kingston, Canada West, and encountered, near the shore 
at Stuart's point, a narrow field of ice, broken up and driven in by 
a strong southerly wind. Through this the islanders attempted to 
force their boat ; but, after entering a short distance, found them* 
selves in a position in which they could neither advance nor recede, 
and one, consequently, full of peril They could not leave their 
boat ; for the ice, broken up into v^ small crakes, and agitated 
by a heavy sea, afforded no footing whatever. They were now 
about 150 yards from the point. One of the men of the rifles 
stationed there undertook the dangerous task of going out upon 
the ice, by means of a couple of boards, and conveying a rope to 
the boat, depending for his own safety, in some measure, upon the 
rope itself ; but he had not proceeded more than halfway, when 
the line was either cut by dragging it along the broken surface of 
the ice, or in some other manner rendered useless for the purpose. 
Either this man's strength or courage failed him upon the sever- 
ance of the rope : he seemed utterly unable to return, and his 
situation became one of great peril A few gentlemen succeeded 
in getting a light punt, and with this Lieut. Moggridge, Royal 
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Engineers, and the seijeant in command at the Tower, attempted 
to reach the man, but without success. Mr. Moggridge then 
volunteered to reach the man by means of two planks, and suc- 
ceeded ; but here a fresh difficulty arose, and fears were entertained 
for both. A snow-storm and darkness had set in. The rifleman 
had been exposed for upwards of three hours, and but little able, in 
consequence, to do anything for himself, and he had to be led by 
a process painfully slow to the shore, if he should succeed in 
reaching it. After much difficulty, Lieut. Moggridge succeeded 
in bringing the rifleman to the shore, who was at once taken charge 
of by his comrades, and properly cared for. 

W. C. A. Hankey. 

On the 29th of April 1851, Charles J. H. Childe, aged six- 
teen, went out into a field, accompanied by a young friend, Walter 
C. Alers Hankey, for the purpose of collecting aquatic insects in a 
pond at Sydenham. In attempting to reach with his net a 
remote part of the pond, his foot slipped, and he was precipitated 
into the water, between six and eight feet deep. Being utterly 
unable to swim, he immediately sank, when his young friend, 
W. C. A. Hankey, only eleven years of age, who witnessed the 
accident, saw his danger, and felt he must try and swim to his 
rescue. He got over the railings, and jumped in without taking 
off" his jacket, swam to the centre of the pond, and not knowing 
how to swim with one hand, pushed the lad with his body or his 
feet, till he got him to the bank in an unconscious state. 

W. WlCKHASf. 

On Sunday, the 27th of July 1851, Whalley Wickham, Esq., 
was walking in his garden near Frome, Somersetshire (accompanied 
by the Hon. Colonel Robert Boyle), when his attention was 
arrested by the cries of a woman calling for assistance to save her 
drowning infant, who had fallen into the river Frome. Mr. 
Whalley Wickham, who was about 400 yards from the spot, 
without a moment's hesitation immediately sprang over a very 
steep fence, hurried to the spot, and, breathless as he was, plunged 
in and swam to the other side, and safely brought the child to 
shore. The depth of water was ten feet, and the river twenty in 
width. 
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About four years since Mr. Wickham was enabled to rescue 
two young men whose boat had been upset during some boister- 
ous weather on the Thames. 

Gunner Gray, RA. 

On the 3d of May 1851, private M^Vane, of the 55th Regi- 
ment, while bathing between Catilin and Sandy Bay, on the Medi- 
terranean side of Gibraltar, about 130 yards from shore, suddenly 
sank to the bottom, a depth of ten feet. Private Jewell, a comrade, 
had tried, unsuccessfully, to save him, being compelled to shake 
him oflf to save his own life. Gunner Gray immediately plunged 
in, and dived for the drowning man ; the current, however, was 
so strong that he missed him the first and second attempts ; but 
he tried again, when, not being able to lay hold of the body with 
his hands, he contrived to grasp his neck with his feet, raised 
him to the surface, and landed him safely on the beach. Had it 
not been for the gallant and noble conduct of Gunner Gray, M*Vane 
must have been lost. 

W. W. Anstey. 

On Saturday, 14th June 1851, two o'clock p.m., at Shadwell 
Docks, on crossing the lock-bridge, Mr. Jekyll Anstey was pre- 
cipitated by the force of the crowd a height of from fifteen to 
twenty feet into the water. His son, aged twenty-four, who was 
a passenger in the emigrant ship << The American Eagle," bound for 
New York, and on the point of leaving the docks, immediately 
leaped from the lock bridge to the rescue of his father with all 
his clothes on : they both sank, and on rising the young man 
grasped the collar of his father and held him in this situation till 
some men clambered down the frame-work of the bridge by a 
rope, and both were assisted out of the water. But for the cool 
and intrepid conduct of his son, Mr. Anstey must have perished. 
He was carried to the nearest Receiving-house of the Society in 
that vicinity, and after the usual restoratives being applied, 
recovered ; but without the opportunity of again taking leave of 
his son, as he had sailed immediately aiter the accident. 

T. H. Julian. 

On the 15th July 1851, a boy, named Stephens, belonging to 
H.MS. " St. George," at Hamoaze, fell overboard, and as the tide 
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was running strong, be soon drifted away. A seaman, named 
Boyd, jumped after him, but, not being able to swim, could render 
little assistance. Both being, therefore, in a perilous situation, Mr. 
T. H. Julian, second master, the officer of the watch, gallantly 
plunged overboard, and providentially sustained them until rescued 
by a boat when at a considerable distance. Mr. Julian was full 
dressed. This is not the first instance of Mr. Julian's gallant and 
humane conduct. 

C. S. Stanhope, Lieutenant, RK 

On the 7th of August 1850, on the passage from Valparaiso to 
Pisco, in lat. 19° south and long. 75° west, about six p.m., while 
exercising furling sails, two men fell overboard from the main- 
top-sail yard. One of these men caught hold of a rope, and was 
saved unhurt ; the other man in his fall struck his head against 
the main channel, and fell into the water senseless, but not dead. 
Lieut. 0. S. Stanhope, R.N., being then on the poop, saw his 
helpless state, and immediately, with great coolness and excellent 
judgment, jumped into the main channel, and thence overboard, 
to save the wounded man from drowning. Lieut. Stanhope sup- 
ported the man in the water, swam with him to a life-buoy which 
had been let go at the first alarm, where he remained with the 
man until brought on board by the boats, which were lowered. 
The man was so severely injured by the blow he had received 
that he died soon after he was brought on board. 

P. Donor. 

On the 9 th of August 1851, private M. Kenealy, 9 th Regt., 
while bathing in the Boyne river, near Drogheda, was carried out 
of his depth by the strong current, and not being a swimmer, he 
immediately sank to the bottom. Mr. Patrick Donor, who saw 
the accident, ran the distance of 400 yards, immediately swam to 
his relief, and dived for the drowning man ; but from the dis- 
coloured state of the water he had much difficulty in finding the 
body : when brought to the shore, after five hours of great exertion, 
he, Mr. Donor, was enabled to restore animation. This is the 
ninth instance in which he, by his humane and praiseworthy con- 
duct, has been instrumental in rescuing persons from drowning. 
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W. H. Richards. 

On Monday, 13th October 1851, at twelve o'clock, a little boy 
seven years old, named John Lidbury, was playing on the logs 
near the head of the pier, Havant, Portsea, where he fell into the 
water, and as it was very deep, would have been drowned, but 
for the intrepidity displayed by Mr. W. H. Kichards, a student 
of Jesus College, Cambridge, who had just landed on the pier 
from Ryde, and who immediately threw off his hat and coat, and 
plunged in after the child. After great exertions he succeeded 
in bringing up the body, which appeared lifeless. Medical aid 
was promptly sent for, and the application of restoratives soon 
recovered the child. 

W. C. Angove. 

On the 28th of October 1851, at seven p.m., a young 
woman, named Caroline Hicks, in crossing a plank from the steam- 
ship * Ripon ' to the quay at Southampton Docks, fell into the 
water, a distance of about thirty feet, it being then quite dark. 
Among others, who in consequence of an alarm ran to her 
assistance, was Mr. W. C. Angove, fourth officer of the Peninsular 
and Oriental steam-ship * Bentinck,' who immediately ran on 
shore and descended the dock wall by some bars as far as he 
could, and, at the imminent risk of his own life, jumped towards 
the water, and, landing on a flat, by great exertions succeeded in 
raising her above water until further assistance arrived. 

0. BUEGESS. 

On Thursday, November 27th, 1851, at the late disastrous 
and fatal accident on the Brighton and Portsmouth Railway, the 
conduct of Charles Burgess (the guard of the passenger train) in 
the above catastrophe, is beyond all praise. Having escaped in- 
jury by a miracle, and received shock after shock by the over- 
turning of his van as it rolled down the steep embankment, he 
released himself from the wreck, and showed his gallant nature 
by first rushing to the assistance of those he knew must be 
wounded. He found Pemberton, the driver, sitting on a bank, 
with a large clasp knife in his hands, with which he had inflicted 
a frightful gash in his throat. Burgess immediately caught hold 
of his arm^ and gave him in charge of Hargreaves, a stoker, while 
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he (Burgess) went to look after the train. Pemberton, however, 
broke away, and threw himself into the river Aran. Burgess, 
notwithstanding the extreme coldness of the night, boldly plunged 
into the river, at the risk of his life, and dragged out the body of 
the bleeding engineer, thus saving him from death a second time. 

T. Oddy. 

« 

ExTBACT from the MmuTBs of the Brighton Branch Society, 

dated December 5th, 1851. 

" The Committee next proceeded to investigate the claim of Mr. 
Thomas Oddy to reward for rescuing a person of the name of 
Vickery from drowning, on the 21st of June last. From the evi- 
dence of Mr. Oddy, and Mr. Vicker/s statement, it appeared that 
on the above day, on the beach beyond Adelaide Crescent, Mr. Oddy 
observed a man who, whilst bathing, had been drawn out of his 
depth by the reflux of the tide. Stripping oflf a portion of his cloth- 
ing, Mr. Oddy plunged into the sea, and brought the man out in a 
state of insensibility, which lasted for upwards of an hour : it 
was high water at the time Mr. Oddy swam out. The Committee 
were unanimously of opinion that Mr. Oddy had placed his own 
life in jeopardy, and upon the motion of Moses Bicardo, Esq., 
seconded byW. A- Soames, Esq, it was resolved unanimously, *That 
Mr. Thomas Oddy be recommended by the Committee to the Parent 
Society as worthy of the receipt of the Society's silver medal'" 

The honorary silver medallion was awarded by a General Court 
of the Parent Society. 

H. Spencer. 

On Saturday evening, the 1 3th of December 1851, a woman 
with her infant, in landing from the steam-vessel at St. German's 
Quay, accidentally fell into the water, and in the attempt to save 
herself, caught hold of her father, who was standing on the quay, 
and dragged him in also ; on the alarm being given, Henry 
Spencer (pilot) unhesitatingly plunged in after them, and first 
succeeded in seizing the man and swimming with him to a rope; he 
then went back to the scene of the accident, and next succeeded 
in finding the woman, and bringing her also to the rope, holding 
fast to it with one hand, and supporting her with the other till 
all were taken in by a boat. In the meantime, the child had 
been rescued by John Rippon, and for which he received the 

M 
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Society's honorary bronze medal This is not the first time 
Spencer has perilled his life to save others. 

M. Gu]6bin de Tencin. 

On the 1st of December 1851, four p.m., two English gentle- 
men, while taking a pleasure excursion on the river Seine, near 
Versailles, after rowing about for some time, their boat came in 
contact with one of the arches of the bridge, and Mr. Moore, one 
of the gentlemen, lost his balance and fell into the river, and 
sank. Monsieur Gu^rin de Tencin, who witnessed the accident, 
immediately plunged into the water, swam to the spot, dived twice 
and rescued him ; thus making upwards of forty persons saved 
by the gallant and humane conduct of Monsieur Gu^rin de Tencin, 
to whom various governments have presented as many gold and 
silver medals. 

P. Browne. 

On the 8th February 1852, a lad named Bourke, having got 
into a boat, lying in the river near Queen's Bridge, Dublin, was, 
owing to the very rapid flood, capsized and thrown into the water ; 
he had sunk and again risen, when Patrick Browne, who happened 
to be riding by, plunged fearlessly from a height of 1 6 feet, swam 
upwards of 100 yards, and at the imminent peril of his own life 
succeeded in catching the boy and conveying him to the boat, and 
after a severe struggle with the flood he brought him to the shore 
in safety. What renders this circumstance the more praiseworthy 
is, that Browne was labouring under the effects of a recent 
fracture of the leg. This is the fifth person who has been 
rescued by this intrepid individual from a watery grave within 
the last six years. 

T. Saumarez, Lietjtenant, R.N. 

On the evening of the 31st of March 1851, while under 
weigh, a man named SuUivan fell overboard off" Sierra Leone. 
Lieutenant Saumarez, of H.M.S. " Volcano," who was in the gun- 
room at the time, on the alarm being given, instantly rushed on 
deck, jumped overboard, and succeeded after much difficulty in 
rescuing him. Lieutenant Saumarez has, in several instances, 
displayed similar acts of bravery in saving the lives of his fellow- 
creatures. 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY: 179 

0. LOXTON. 

On the 26tli of August 1851, while H.M. brig « Eollo" was 
proceeding into the Dover Roads, at a distance of six miles from 
shore, and going at the rate of four knots, with studding-sails set 
on both sides, a naval apprentice, in descending from the main 
rigging, accidentally fell overboard, when Charles Loxton, a sail- 
m^er's mate, gallantly jupped overboard and succeeded in 
reaching, and, after severe exertions swam with him to the line 
of the patent log, which was towing astern ; he continued to hold 
the boy with cool presence of mind until assistance arrived. The 
crew being at brejJcfast, a quarter of an hour elapsed before the 
ship was rounded-to and a boat lowered, and when hauled in 
Loxton was completely exhausted. 

F. Skead and J. W. Lambb. 

On the afternoon of the 5th of February 1852, a gallant act 
was performed by two officers of H.M.S. " Trafalgar," off Malta ; 
the ship at the time was going through a heavy sea. Mr. Sheep- 
shanks, a cadet, having lost his balance, fell from the upper stem 
gallery into the sea ; the alarm was instantly given, when the 
second master, Skead, plunged from the gun-room port, and pick- 
ing up a chair that had been thrown overboard, he swam towards 
the drowning lad. On his approach the boy, exhausted, gave a 
scream and sank, but quickly rising, Mr. Skead was enabled to 
push the chair within his grasp, and throwing himself on his back, 
he continued to support him till assistance arrived. Mr. Lambe, 
midshipman, in the meantime jumped from the poop, a leap of 
upwards of 40 feet ; he ultimately succeeded in saving his little 
messmate, and Mr. Skead, who, from his great exertions, was 
taken into the boat in a state of convulsions. 

The honorary silver medal was awarded to both claimants. 

A. H. Gabdneb. 

On the 7th of October 1851, at eight p.m., as H.M.S. " Water- 
witch " was anchoring at Monrovia, on the west coast of Africa, a 
boy named Clarke fell overboard out of the fore-rigging. Com- 
mander Gardner, though dressed in heavy blanket clothes and thick 
boots, inmjediately jumped overboard and saved the boy. There was 
a strong tide running, and it waaperfectly dark. The boy's struggles 
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were so great, and so mucli time elapsed before assistance could 
reach them, owing to the sailors being aloft furling sails, that 
they were both in the act of sinking, and Captain CkLrdner was 
taken up almost lifeless. 

F. Pyne. 

On the 26th of December 1851,. at Lisbon, a seaman, named 
Edward Clements, let go bis hold on the main yard, and fell with 
a fearful crash on the lower port deck, and from thence overboard. 
Mr. Frederick Pyne, mate of the upper deck, immediately sprang 
from the starboard gangway after him, and swam to his assistance, 
but having on the whole of his uniform had great difficulty in keep- 
ing Clements up. The only boat near was Captain Halstead's 
gig, which was on the port side. He sank twice, the poor fellow 
he supported being so heavy from the effects of the falL 
Captain Caldwell, seeing the danger of both officer and man, 
plunged in to their aid, and by this time the dingy and Captain 
Halstead's gig rescued them from their perilous situation. This 
is the third instance in which Mr. Pyne has been the means of 
rescuing a fellow-creature under similar circumstances. 

Me. Foote, A.S. 

On the evening of the 7th of March 1852, at Ithaca, a soldier 
named Bidwell^ of the 4:1st regiment, in a state of intoxication 
fell into the water, when Mr. Assistant-Storekeeper Foote, of the 
Commissariat Department, at the inmiinent risk of his life, 
gallantly dived into the sea a depth of three fathoms, and rescued 
the body before life was quite extinct. Although every effort was 
made to restore animation it was without success. 

J. Waed. 

On the coast of Africa, the 28th of May 1851, W. McCarthy, a 
seaman belonging to H.M.S. "Gladiator," fell from the fore-sponson 
overboard. Mr. Ward, boatswain, without a moment's hesitation, 
gallantly plunged after him, and although the ship was going at 
the rate of nine knots an hour, succeeded in holding him above 
water until assistance arrived ; this making the ninth person Mr. 
Ward, by his intrepidity, has rescued. 
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Mb. Sullivan, Midshipman. 

On the 29th of May 1852, four days after the departure of 
H.M.S. "Megsera" from St. Vincent, an act of great daring was per- 
formed. The ship waa going seven fciots through the water, when 
William Tizzard, captain of the fore-top, in the performance of 
his duty, unfortunately fell overboard from the main-yard. Mr, 
Sullivan, midshipman of H.M.S. " Megsera," with all his clothes on, 
immediately jumped from the poop, a height of twenty feet, into 
the sea, and happily succeeded in seizing the man, who could not 
swim, conveyed him to a life-buoy, and kept him above water 
imtil they were both secured by the ship's boat. 

Rev. J. O'Reilly. 

At Paul's Wharf, on Saturday, June 12, 1852, a humane and 
courageous act was performed by the Rev. James O'Reilly. One 
of the passengers in a river steam-boat, named Mr. Jesse Oldfield, 
had fallen into the Thames in attempting to jump from the pier 
on to the boat; he rose twice without the power of making an eflfort 
to grasp the life-buoy that had been thrown to his assistance, and 
being fast carried down by the tide, Mr. O'Reilly immediately 
leaped overboard, and fortunately held the man up until assist- 
ance arrived, when both were rescued from their perilous 
situation. 

H. Campbell. 

On the 23d of June 1852, at Sea View, Isle of Wight, the 
following melancholy and painful occurrence took place, in which 
three persons met an untimely end, and which also gave rise to 
the noble and daring courage of one of the survivors. Master 
Herbert Campbell, with five others, took a pleasure boat, and 
after sailing about for some time, and when at a distance of about 
a mile and a half from shore, the weather proving squally, 
they determined on returning, and on the boat's head being 
put to the wind, they were all suddenly precipitated into the sea^ 
Master Herbert Campbell (aged twelve), with heroic courage, swam 
with his younger brother on his back nearly a mile towards the 
shore, when they were fortunately picked up by a boat that had 
put off to their rescue. 
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H. G. BOWDEN. 

On the 21st of June 1852, a young gentleman was rowing on 
the river Thames, near Eton, and in attempting to get out of the 
way of an eight-oared boat which was rowing down the stream 
at a rapid pace, he turned too suddenly round and was capsized. 
Being unable to swim, he immediately sank. On his rising, the 
rapid current carried him into deep water, and he would have 
been drowned had it not been for an Eton boy named Henry G. 
Bowden, who was passing at the time, and seeing the danger of 
the young gentleman, he, without waiting to strip off his clothes, 
plunged into the river and succeeded in bringing him to shore ; 
and looking upon the matter as a simple occurrence coolly walked 
home, changed his clothes, and thought nothing more of the 
circumstance ; and no doubt this gallant act would never have been 
mentioned afterwards, had it not been by the young gentleman 
who was thus saved. 

H. Pope. 

On the 15th of July 1852, a little boy accidentally fell into 
the Paddington Canal, and his sister, aged five, in attempting to 
pull him out fell in also, when Henry Pope, boy of H.M.S. 
" Impregnable," who was fishing at the time, gallantly plunged into 
the water from the opposite side of the canal, swam to the spot, 
and after much difficulty rescued them. Had it not been for 
Pope's prompt and energetic exertions they must have been 
drowned, as there was no one near the spot at the time of the 
accident. 

G. Webbeb. 

On the 1st of August 1852, an Excise officer, named George 
Lowe, a heavy powerful man, while bathing in the Bristol 
Channel, near Watchett, was carried by a current out of his 
depth. George Webber, aged eighteen, was also bathing, and 
perceiving the danger of Lowe, who had sunk, he swam to the 
spot and seized his wrist, but Lowe dragged him under water. 
As soon, however, as Webber could disengage himself and recover 
breath, he again approached the drowning man, who caught him 
a second time by the leg, and so much exhausted by his attempt 
to release himself from the grasp of Lowe as to be scarcely able 
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to reach the shore. No sooner had he rested a few seconds and 
regained his presence of mind, than in an agony he deplored his 
inability to save his fellow-creature ; but on being urged to try 
once more by those on shore, he plunged a third time into the 
sea, followed the current beyond the spot of their last struggle, 
and providentially succeeded in finding the now insensible body, 
and dragging it by the hair to the shore. 

J. Heabn. 

At sunset, on the 2 2d of August 1852, a cot was upset on 
the river Suir ; one woman was ^drowned, four others clung to the 
little boat : their cries for assistance attracted the notice of James 
Hearn, who immediately swam to the spot. As he reached the 
boat two of them (women) dropped off exhausted ; he seized them 
both, and by the most admirable courage and presence of mind 
settled them so that each of the other two men, by passing their 
arms over the keel of the boat, were able to support each other, 
Hearn then swam to the shore, pushing the boat before him. As 
he neared the beach a cot put off to their assistance, and one of 
the women in attempting to grasp it missed her aim and sank. 
Hearn again showed his brave and humane conduct by diving and 
picking her up, and ultimately rescued them alL His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant marked his approbation of Heam's brave 
conduct by a donation of £10. 

About five years since, Hearn rescued another individual near 
the same spot. 

W. H. M. DouGALL, Captain, R.N. 

At Dundee, on the 3d of August 1852, a boy named Swadle, 
while bathing, was carried out of his depth into an eddy, where 
he was rapidly sinking. So soon, however, as his danger was per- 
ceived. Captain William Heriot M. Dougall, R.N., who had just 
landed from the "Fife" steamer, without a moment's hesitation, at 
once gallantly leaped from the pier, a height of about fifteen feet, 
into the water, and having with great difficulty reached the spot, 
got hold of the boy, and swam with him in his arms to the shore. 
The boy must have perished had it not been for the timely aid of 
Captain DougalL 
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K B. Reeves. 

On the afternoon of the 21st of August 1852, off Malta, a 
seaman engaged in painting the outside of the ship, which was 
going five knots an hour through the water, all plain sail, missed 
his footing and fell overboard, when Edward B. Reeves, quarter- 
master of H.M.S. "Bellerophon," without waiting to strip, jumped 
from the lower deck port, swam to his assistance, and succeeded 
with much difficulty in keeping him up until a boat reached them, 
at which time the man was completely exhausted and in the act of 
sinking, having no knowledge of swimming or of supporting him- 
self while in the water, and would inevitably have been drowned 
had it not been for the gallant and prompt assistance of quarter- 
master Reeves. 

V. K James and J. Quiktin. 

At St. Servan, near St. Malo, France, on the morning of the 
1st of September 1852, Mrs. Colonel Baldock accompanied her 
two daughters to bathe in the sea near the Casino, when a returning 
wave carried both of them far out of their depth. The eldest, with 
great presence of mind, threw herself on her back and floated, but 
the youngest, after struggling some time, disappeared under the 
water, at a distance of about forty yards from shore. Mrs. Baldock's 
cries for assistance were heard by a young man named Victor 
Edward James, who, without a moment's hesitation, ran down to 
the beach, and ascertaining the direction in which she was last 
seen, he threw himself into the sea with his clothes on, and swim- 
ming to the spot happily succeeded in bringing her to the surface 
after she had for the last time sunk. Miss Baldock, however, 
seized James and dragged him udder water, and would have 
perished but for the courage and humanity of Joseph Quintin, who 
although too late to render aid at first, and perceiving their 
danger, plunged into the sea, swam to their assistance, and after 
great difficulty brought both to shore. 

J. W. Tableton, Commanbeb, RN. 

On Saturday morning, the 2d of October 1852, a seaman, 
whilst employed in painting the ship at Rangoon, missed his foot- 
ing and fell overboard, and not being able to swim, would in- 
evitably have been drowned but for the intrepid and gallant 
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conduct of Commander Tarleton, RK, of H.M.S. " Fox," who 
instantly jumped from his cabin window and succeeded in saving 
the poor fellow from a watery grave. 

This is the second instance in which Commander Tarleton has 
been awarded the honorary silver medal of this Society for a 
similar act of bravery. 

J. R Ward, Commandbr, RN. 

On the 8th of November 1852, a female, in a fit of derange- 
ment, threw herself from the quay into the river at Stockton-on- 
Tees, and would have been drowned but for the gallant and 
humane conduct of Commander J. E. Ward, RN., who imme- 
diately threw off his great-coat, jumped into the water, a height 
of nine feet, and swam to the woman, who lay motionless, and drift- 
ing down with the tide with her face under water. Captain Ward 
succeeded in holding her head above the surface, and swimming 
towards the quay-wall obtained a footing, from whence they were 
rescued by a boat and conveyed to shore. 

J. L. Cbeak. 

On the 7th of May 1852, as Miss Wilkins was proceeding 
along the jetty, in order to get into a boat, she slipped and fell 
backwards on the east side, and fell into deep water. Mr. John 
Lee Creak, of the Baths, Brighton, on hearing the alarm, immedi- 
ately ran to the spot, and plunged into the sea, without removing 
his clothes. Upon rising to the surface of the water, Mr. Creak 
saw a part of a female's dress near him, and again diving succeeded 
in grasping the arm and raising her head above water, and with 
the assistance of John Beard, succeeded in bringing her in safety 
to the beach. The depth of water into which Miss Wilkins fell 
was upwards of seven feet, and her life would have been lost 
but for the exertions of Mr. Creak, as she was being carried out 
to sea by the tide. 

On former occasions Mr. Creak has been the means of saving 
the lives of several persons, whom he afterwards brought to his 
baths, and rendered skilful assistance for their recovery. 

W. Bekcbaft. 

On the night of the 13th October 1852, a carpenter named 
Higson, employed at the Company's Docks, New Harbour, Singa- 
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pore, in passing from tl^^ jetty, alongside of which the P. and 0. 
Company's steamer " Chusan," was lying, fell into the sea. Imme- 
diately a cry was heard on board the steamer of " A man over- 
board;'* and Benfield, a steward, who had been suffering from 
illness for some days past, at once jumped into the water to the 
rescue. The first officer, Mr. Bencraft, who was in his cabin, on 
hearing the cry, immediately came out, and having fastened a rope 
to his body, threw himself into the sea to assist, and swam towards 
the spot where he heard the splashing in the water. The tide was 
running very strong at the time, and having reached to the 
extent of the rope, he was obliged to unfasten it and trust to him- 
self. He shortly after gained the spot, where the two men were 
apparently clasping each other ; he caught hold of the nearest, 
and all three went down together. On coming up, he still retained 
his hold, until he heard a boat pulling towards them, which he 
hailed, as the night was dark, and it might have passed them. 
On the boat coming up, Higson and himself were both rescued, 
but Benfield could not be seen. 

This is not the first occasion on which Mr. Bencrafl has exerted 
himself in a similar manner. 

J. Jordan. 

On the 23d December 1852, as Lieut. Carpenter, RA,, was 
skating on the river St Lawrence, near Montreal, he incautiously 
went upon some ice that had been formed only that morning, and 
broke through it. He supported himself on the ice for nearly two 
minutes, when John Jordan, a Canadian ferryman, ran towards 
him, but before he reached the place, the ice broke with him, and 
fortunately only one leg went in; he threw himself on his face, 
and approached near enough to Lieut. Carpenter to throw him 
his long winter sash, worn by Canadians round their waist, and 
which Lieut. Carpenter held with his mouth and right hand. In 
the meantime a rope had been brought irom the artillery barracks 
which WBJS thrown to Jordan, and when he had got tight hold 
of it, they were both relieved from their perilous situations. 

H. Grierson, Captain, 15th Regiment. 

On Saturday, the 29th of January 1853, a young lad, aged 
fourteen, named Patrick Kelly, went to slide over a pool situate 
near the town of Mullingar ; he incautiously approached too near 
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the spring, where, the ice being thin and weak, it suddenly gave 
way, and precipitating him into the deepest portion of the pond, 
and where the water was considerably beyond his depth. Rising 
to the surface he continued to catch hold of the table ice; but 
either through fright or cold, or both combined, he made no further 
eflforts to extricate himself Fortunately, at this juncture, Capt. 
Henry Grierson, 1 5th Regiment, who was coming from the barracks, 
seeing the commotion about the pond, rushed down, and per- 
ceiving the perilous position of the boy, boldly and at once plunged 
into the water, broke up the ice in his immediate vicinity, 
severely lacerating his hands in his efifbrts, and, after considerable 
danger and difficulty, succeeded in dragging him on shore in all 
but an exhausted condition. Not content with doing things by 
halves, he did not stop even here, but had him at once conveyed 
to a neighbouring house, wrapped up in blankets, and restoratives 
applied ; wasting not even a thought on his own dripping condi- 
tion and bleeding hands until he had the satisfaction of knowing 
that, under Divine Providence, he had been the means of n6t only 
preserving a fellow-creature from a sudden and violent death, but 
also a decent and worthy family from affliction and mourning. 

R. W. Da VIES, Lieutenant, 3d W.I. Regiment. 

On the 3d of November 1852, a private soldier, named George 
McDonald, belonging to the 3d W.I. Regiment, missed his footing, 
in endeavouring to ford the river Rio Grande, at Port Antonio, 
Jamaica, and was swept into deep water by the force of the current ; 
when lieut. R W. Davies of that regiment, who was riding by 
at the time, jumped off his horse, and gallantly plunged into the 
current, and with great difficulty rescued him, although running 
a great risk at the time, on account of the danger of coming in 
contact with the timber floating down the river, which was 
unusually high at the time. 

J. F. Miller. 

On the night of the 5th of March 1853, as the " Onyx " and 
" Princess Alice,'* Government mail steam-packets, were lying 
alongside the tidal quay, in Dover harbour, a lady named Mrs. 
Cathala, mistaking her way to the gangway stage, walked through 
the bow port, and fell overboard. At this critical moment, Mr. 
Miller, 3d class engineer on board the " Princess Alice," sprang 
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into the water, and caught the lady before she had time to sink, 
whom he sustained by swimming, till a rope was thrown to him 
from the " Onyx," by meani^ of which he, with great exertions, 
owing to the united weight of himself and her whom he was 
i^escuing, and the tide setting strong out of the port, succeeded in 
preserving her till they both were got hold of and pulled on board 
by the crew of the " Onyx.'* 

D. Ross AND G. MUNRO. 

On the 25th of Februaiy 1853, Master Hercules Boss, accom- 
panied by a lad named Allan Stewart, his gillie, started in a punt 
to shoot wild ducks on the ice in the centre of an estuary, at the 
upper part of the Devnort Firth. When they were about the 
centre, the ice unexpectedly broke up, owing to a high stream-tide 
and thaw. It closed on the punt and cnmhed it to pieces, and 
they were left in the water amongst broken masses of floating 
ice. When the crash came, Hercules Ross found that Allan 
Stewatt had lost all presence of mind, and had neglected to secure 
bis pair of sculls ; he, however, stuck by the drowning boy, put 
one of his own sculls under him, and eventually they managed to 
get on to a piece of ice, and remained there for three hours, drift- 
ing about the middle of the estuaiy. When Donald Ross and 
George Munro were made aware of their danger, they, without 
a moment's hesitation, went off in a rotten old cobble ; they were 
in very great danger, as the planks of the old boat were crushed, 
but they gallantly persevered ; and, after battling with the ice 
for an hour and a half, at last reached and rescued both the boys. 

A. Handscomb. 

On Saturday, April 30th, 1853, a poor lad named Dugley, of 
Reigate, accidentally fell into a well thirty-seven feet deep and con- 
taining six feet of water, and would have been drowned but for 
the courageous and intrepid conduct of a young man named 
AquiUa Handscomb, who, on rushing up to the scene, instantly 
slid down the rope, and taking the lad out of the water and hold- 
ing him (notwithstanding his hands were much lacerated, and 
causing him pain) by stretching his feet from side to side until a 
pail was fastened strong enough to hold them, and lowered down 
the well ; they were both drawn up to the surface. This is the 
third time AquiUa Handscomb has saved life in a similar manner ; 
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once haying descended another well and rescued a boy ; and on 
another occasion he saved a boy out of a pond, both on the Duke 
of Bedford's estate. 

W. H. Jones, 

On the 18th of May 1853, a child named John Ckdsden, aged 
four years, accidentally fell into the Regent's Canal, when Mr. W, 
H. Jones, a gentleman residing near the spot, gallantly plunged 
in at the opposite side of the canal, without divesting himself of 
his clothes, swam to the spot, and after much difficulty, owing to 
the sides of the canal being bricked up as it approaches the Maida 
Hill tunnel to considerable distance, rescued him ; and he only was 
extricated himself by the assistance of some one out of the crowd 
that had by this time assembled. 

Rev. H. G. Kinneab. 

At Ware, Hertfordshire, on the evening of the 25th May 1853, 
a humane and courageous act was performed by the Rev. H. G. 
Einnear, one of the curates of Ware. A boy named Alfred 
Pamall, had fallen into the river Lea, at the Ware Mill-Lock, 
while fishing, when Mr. Kinnear, who was fortunately taking a 
walk on the bank of the river, hastened to the spot, and seeing 
the perilous position of the boy, whose hair only was in sight, and 
men engaged with poles endeavouring to pull him out, though in 
fact pushing him under the water, instantly took off his coat and 
dropped into the lock, a depth of at least eight or nine feet from 
the water-mill, and succeeded in getting hold of the child, appa- 
rently dead ; and Mr. Einnear, with the dead weight of the child 
pressing him down, found it impossible to swim a sufficient dis- 
tance to reach a low bank, and the water-walls being hopelessly 
above him, when the lock-keeper fortunately brought a ladder and 
descended sufficiently near to Mr. Kinnear to take the boy out of 
his arms. A rope was then let down by the men on the bank, 
and with this assistance Mr. Einnear was released from his 
perilous situation. This is not the first time Mr. Einnear has 
risked his life to save a child from drowning. 

J. Thompson, Lance-Coepokal, Ist W.L Regiment. 

On Saturday, the 25th of June 1853, Master John Trew, aged 
thirteen, son of Archdeacon Trew, whilst bathing in the harbour 
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at Nassau, Bahamas, and learning to swim, under the direction of 
another boy less robust than himself, suddenly found himself 
sinking, and being obliged to relinquish the hold of his companion, 
who was unable any longer to sustain the weight of Master Trew, 
was in danger of perishing himself. Master Trew, immediately 
on being cast off, after a brief struggle in the water, went down 
and speedily descended to the bottom. At this critical moment. 
Ensign Anderson, of H.M. 1st W.I. Regiment, who was in a 
row-boat at some distance from shore, observing a person strug- 
gling in the water and suddenly disappear, instantly pulled to the 
spot, when lance-corporal James Thompson (a black soldier) of his 
regiment, who was in the boat with him, having carefully kept 
his eye on the spot where the boy sank, on reaching it, saw his 
body at the bottom, and in a moment sprang overboard, dived, and 
brought him to the surface. 

D. Keane. 

On the 29th of June 1853, as the boys of the Waterford 
Union were bathing in the river Suir, near Waterford, one of them, 
named John Shanahan, became exhausted and sank to the bottom 
of the water, where it is nearly twenty feet deep, and where the 
bed of the river inclines much from the shore towards the centre, 
and would have certainly been drowned but for the intrepid con- 
duct of David Keane, aged fifteen, who, seeing his danger, instantly 
swam to his assistance, and going round him once or twice for a 
favourable opportunity of catching hold of him in such a manner 
as that he (Shanahan) could not grasp him, then took him by the 
arm, and succeeded with great difficulty in bringing him in safety 
to the shore. 

W. Elleeay. 

On Monday, the 18th July 1853, while some children were 
playing on the margin of the river Greta, near Keswick, a little 
boy named Frederick Hogarth Gray, fell in and was carried down 
the stream at a rapid rate. An alann was immediately made, when 
several people rushed to the place, but nothing was to be seen of 
the little sufferer, when Mr. W. Elleray, with much presence of 
mind, ran along the bank of the river for about 300 yards below 
the place where the child had fallen in, where he caught a glimpse 
of the child's clothes, and immediately plunged in, although the 
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bed of the river is staked (for the purpose of preventing poaching), 
and each stake has a number of hooks attached to it ; he succeeded 
in reaching him after a few bold strokes, and without the least 
signs of life in the child, and his own strength being nearly ex- 
hausted, it was with great difl&culty that he reached the edge of 
the river, and ran with the child in his arms to his own house, 
and sent for the doctor, who succeeded in restoring animation, 
although it is supposed the child was immersed nearly eight 
minutes. 

R. Keast. 

On the 27th July 1853, while lying in Plymouth Sound, a 
seaman named Gustavus Meredith, belonging to H.M.S. "Queen,'* 
fell from the main rigging overboard ; in falling he struck against 
the gangway of the entering port sentry, and against one of the 
lower deck ports, which stunned him so much that he fell into 
the water in a state of unconsciousness, and was rapidly sinking, 
when Richard Keast, boatswain's mate, sprang through a lower 
deck port, swam to his assistance, and saved him. 

This is not the first occasion in which this petty oflficer has 
been mainly instrumental in saving the lives of his fellow- 
creatures. 

A. W. Wainewright. 

On the evening of the 3d August 1853, two young gentlemen 
named Armstrong, and Mr. A. Wainewright, aged seventeen, took 
a boat and rowed down the canal of the river Exe, near Exeter ; 
and on their return the elder Armstrong, having taken his seat 
near the bow, got up hastily to change it, and thus overbalanced 
the boat, and all three were precipitated into the water, which was 
fourteen feet deep. Mr. Wainewright immediately swam on shore, 
when, turning round, he saw his two companions, in endeavouring 
to cling to the boat, turn it right over, so that the youngest . 
Armstrong was taken down under it, while the elder was strug- 
gling to get hold of it again. Mr. Wainewright then, without 
waiting to take off his coat, gallantly plunged in, swam to their 
assistance, seized the youngest by the arm, who was just going down 
a third time, and swam ashore with him in a state of complete 
insensibility. By this time the elder brother was nearly exhausted 
still trying to hold on, but the boat kept turning with his great 
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weight (his height being upwards of six feet), and so ducki])g him 
oontinuilly, when Mr. Wainewright again plunged into the canal 
to his rescue, and seized him, but his size and weight, and Mr. 
Wainewright's exhaustion, were such, that all he could do was to 
drag him into shallow water, when Mr. Wainewright, getting upon 
his feet, continued dragging him till he got him safely to the bank. 

W. N. TiNLEY, Captain 39th Regiment. 

At Cork, on the morning of 9th August 1853, Captain W. N. 
Tinley, 39 th Regiment, was going out to bathe in Cork harbour, . 
when, shortly after passing the barracks, he saw a man in the 
water struggling for his life ; he immediately ran down to the 
rock, and jumped into the water, which was ten feet deep, and 
swam to his assistance, and succeeded in catching him by the 
hair of his head, raised him out of the water, and put his arm 
round his, and succeeded in bringing him to the rock^ where some 
of the men from the guard-room assisted in taking him out of 
the water. The man proved to be a private soldier of Captain 
Tinley's regiment. 

J. F. Morel. 

On the night of 10th July 1853, on the arrival of the French 
mail-packet, " Passe Partout," in Dover harbour, a young lady's 
maid, passenger by the said packet from Calais to Dover, acci- 
dentally fell overboard into the harbour, and in all probability 
must have been drowned, had it not been for the heroic and praise- 
worthy conduct of Jean Felix Morel, a quartermaster on board the 
" Passe Partout '* mail packet, who jumped overboard, at the risk 
of his own life, and rescued her from the water, and safely landed 
her on the quay. 

J. Betts. 

At Hastings, on the 5th September 1853, a boy named Greorge 
Moore, belonging to Battle Union, was bathing off the east Groyne, 
and was washed off the rocks by the surf into deep water, and 
must have been drowned ; when John Betts, who was standing 
on the beach, seeing the danger of the boy, gallantly jumped into 
the sea with his clothes on, and swam twenty yards to the spot 
where the boy went down. On reaching it he dived, and having 
caught him by the hair of his head, brought him to the surface, 
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and afterwards to shore, in one arm, and swimming with the 
other. It appears that, during the last seven years, John Betts 
has been the means of saving, in the neighbourhood of Hastings, 
no less than ten persons from a watery grave. 

F. Semple. 

On the 2d of November 1853, Mr. F. Semple being on board 
H.M.S. " Victory," for the purpose of passing an examination 
qualifying him for the rank of a lieutenant, he was awaiting his turn, 
when a boat's crew, from bad management and want of presence of 
mind on the part of the occupants, upset alongside, and imagining 
that he could be of some use (a woman being among them, who proved 
to be the wife of a marine), he went overboard from the bottom of the 
accommodation ladder, and caught the woman by the hair with one 
hand, and succeeded in holding on to a rope with the other, until 
they were at last hauled on board and duly taken care of. Mr. 
Semple would not have acted as he did, but from the strong tide 
that was running at the time, he fancied that unless one possessed 
perfect confidence, they must inevitably go down ; but with him, 
of course, it was very different, for from practice he was perfectly 
at home in the water, and therefore he did not consider that he 
had done anything more than his duty in aiding a fellow-creature 
in the time of ne^ 

T. Hughes. 

At Holyhead, on the evening of the 5th November 1853, a 
woman, named Mary Edwards, and child, accidentally fell from 
the jetty into the sea, and must have been drowned, but for the 
praiseworthy conduct of Thomas Hughes, third mate of the City 
of Dublin steam packet " Eblana," who, while on board attending 
to his duty, heard the cry ; he immediately jumped overboard, and 
succeeded in getting hold of the wqman and bringing her to the 
surface. She at that time had lost the child, who had sunk ; he 
dived down after it, and held it up by his teeth, while he adjusted 
a rope round the body of the poor woman, who was then hauled 
up by persons on the jetty, and afterwards brought up the child 
himself, with the assistance of another rope which was thrown to 
hint The woman and child were taken to the house of Mr. 
Williams, the harbour-master, where medical aid was immediately 
procured, and proved successful in both cases. 

N 
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It also appears that Thomas Hughes had on former occasions 
saved four individuals from drowning. 

E. J. Brooks, Midshipman. 

On the 13th October 1853, a boy named Jardine, belonging 
to H.M.S. " Vengeance,*' fell overboard off Tenedos, near Con- 
stantinople, and not being able to swim, and a strong current 
nmning at the time, must have been drowned had it not been for 
the gallant and intrepid conduct of Mr. E. J. Brooks, midship- 
man, who was reading in the gun-room, but on hearing a cry 
immediately jumped out of the quarter port, swam to his assist- 
ance, and laid hold of him ; and the moment he found somebody 
touch him he grabbed at Mr. Brooks's arm, and thereby would 
have prevented his keeping him above water much longer had he 
not managed to reach a boat astern of the ship, when both were 
hauled into the boat, the boy being quite insensible. 

H. Simmons. 

At Valparaiso, on the 2d September 1853, Quartermaster 
James Loring, of H.M.S. " Nereus," fell overboard from the fore- 
top, striking against the fore-channel in his fall and breaking his 
thigh, and must inevitably have been drowned, as he had twice 
sunk, but for the gallant and intrepid conduct displayed by Henry 
Simmons, boatswain's mate, who jumped overboard, swam to his 
assistance, and rescued him. 

T. Wadd. 

On the 31st December 1853, a boy named George Worrall, 
whilst skating in one of the ponds in Darlington Park, Northamp- 
ton, fell into the water where the depth is very considerable. 
The poor boy struggled for some time, endeavouring to save him- 
self by taking hold of the edge of the ice, and so raising himself 
up ; but the ice breaking he was again plunged into the water in 
an exhausted state, and sank to the bottom. Meanwhile, an 
alarm being given, Thomas Wadd, butler of John Reddall, Esq. 
of Dallington Hall, who had been skating, and was in the act of 
taking off his skates, ran to the boy's assistance, and seeing the 
body come up to the surface, as it is supposed for the last time, 
laid himself fiat on the ice, so as to make his weight press equally 
over a larger space, and thus grasping the clothes of the boy 
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endeavoured to haul him out of the water. The ice, however, 
giving way under the efforts used, both were then plunged into 
the water, the boy*s body sinking to the bottom. Thomas Wadd, 
being a good diver, after some time managed once more to get 
hold of the boy's clothes and bring him to the surface ; but being 
exhausted, he found himself quite unable to swim ashore and 
drag the body with him, hence he was obliged to let it once more 
sink and swim ashore alone. The poor boy*s destruction now 
seemed certain. But no ! Another of Mr. Eeddall*s servants, hav- 
ing heard the hue and cry, was seen approaching, and Thomas 
Wadd told him to bring a rope which happened to be in an adjoining 
outhouse. This he fastened round his own waist, and giving the 
end of it to the man on shore, again plunged into the water and 
dived to the bottom to seek for the poor boy's body ; the water 
being by this time muddy he had to grope about for some time 
before he could find it ; at length, having managed to raise it once 
more to the surface, they were both hauled on shore, he himself 
being in a very exhausted state, and the boy, to all appearance, 
dead. ^ 

H. Skelton. 

On Tuesday, the 13th December 1853, at the Island of 
Ascension, a boy named William Coombes, while fishing, was 
seized with a fit and fell into the sea ; when in the water, and 
lying at the bottom, his head was observed to be underneath a 
large projecting cliff, and it therefore required a great deal of 
exertion to rescue him from such a dangerous situation, when 
Henry Skelton, a seaman of H.M.S. "Tortoise," who had been 
employed at work near the spot, heard a noise, ran out and 
gallantly jumped into the sea, dived, and in a few moments 
succeeded in rescuing the boy from a watery grave. 

W. Green. 

At Spalding, on Tuesday, the 10th January 1854, as two boys 
named Kobinson, aged ten and twelve years, while sliding on the 
ice of the river Welland, the ice broke and both of them fell into 
the water, and had either left hold of the other it is thought they 
must have been drowned but for the gallant and intrepid conduct 
of Mr, Green, master of the " Margaret " sloop, who' was sitting 
in the Old Bell Inn at the time ; and on being apprised that two 
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boys were drowning in the river nearly opposite to where he was, 
he, with true British ardour, rushed to the spot and plunged into 
the water, and, at the risk of his own life, was the means of 
rescuing the youths from a watery grave. 

W. SiMKIN. 

On the 7th August 1853, in lat 24° 37' s., long. 25° 44' w., 
William Simkin, third mate of the emigrant ship " Neptune," 
jumped overboard and swam to the assistance of a female 
passenger who had thrown herself into the sea. The ship was 
going at the rate of eight knots an hour, with a stiff breeze, and 
before she could be brought to and a boat lowered they were 
both nearly a mile astern, and quite lost sight of, as the sea was 
running very high. The life-boat was pulled in the direction in 
which they were last seen, on the top of a wave, with as little 
delay as possible, and Simkin, with the body of the female 
(which he had supported for some time, although she pulled him 
twice under water), was brought back to the ship, Mr. Simkin 
in the most exhausted state, but the female quite dead. 

T. Hudson. 

At Waterford, on the 22d April 1854, a child named John 
Waugh, nephew of the quartermaster-sergeant of the 89th depot, 
accidentally fell into the river Suir, and must have perished but 
for the gallant conduct of Thomas Hudson, mate of the *< Camilla " 
steamship, belonging to the Waterford Company, being in the 
cabin at the time, and on hearing the cry of " A boy overboard ! '* 
came up^ and seeing no attempt to save him, instantly jumped 
overboard, swam to his assistance and rescued him, although there 
was a strong current running at the time. 

C. D. Lucas, Mate, RN. 

Extract of a despatch from Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Napier 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated on board the " Duke of 
Wellington," off Cronstadt, 28th June 1854 : 

Their Lordships will observe in Captain Hall's letter the great 
courage of Mr. Charles D. Lucas, acting mate on board H.M.S. 
" Hecla," in taking up a live shell and throwing it overboard, 
and I trust their Lordships will mark their sense of it by promot- 
ing him. 
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Extract of a despatch from Captain W. H. Hall, commanding 
H.M.S. " Hecla/* referred to by Sir Charles Napier : 

With regard to Mr. Lucas, I have the pleasure to report a re- 
markable instance of coolness and presence of mind in action, he 
having taken up and thrown overboard a live shell, thrown on 
board the " Hecla " by the enemy, whilst the fuse was burning. 

The foregoing noble and courageous act having been brought 
under notice of a (General Court of the Society, held on the 1 2th 
July 1854, the following resolution was passed unanimously : 

That the Society's honorary silver medallion be hereby 
awarded to Lieutenant Charles D. Lucas, E.N., for his gallant, 
prompt, and intrepid conduct displayed on the 21st ult., in having 
taken up and thrown overboard a live shell, which had been fired 
into H.M.S. <' Hecla '* during the attack on Bomarsund, in the 
Baltic sea, and was on the point of explosion, as by this cool and 
courageous act in all probability a great saving of human life was 
effected. 

W. Dixon. 

At Douglas, Isle of Man, on Monday, the 5th June 1854, as 
two boys, Thomas C. Clinton and John Willis, were on the quay 
watching the steamer " Tynwald " coming into the harbour, they 
were precipitated over the quay into the sea by the sudden jerk 
of a hawser which was used in the act of mooring her. They would 
inevitably have been drowned but for the gallant and prompt 
assistance of Mr. William Dixon, who, when he saw the boys in 
the water, instantly jumped over the quay, a height of twelve feet 
above the water, swam to their assistance, grasped and brought 
them both to some steps in the vicinity. 

A. C. Hallowes. 

On the 10th of July 1854, between Hungerford Pier and 
Waterloo Bridge, a man named William Merritt accidentally fell 
overboard from the " Sunbeam " steam-boat, which was on its 
passage up the river, and the " Blue Bell " steamer was going down 
the river from Hungerford Pier, and passing at the time, stopped, 
and persons on board endeavoured, by throwing out a life-buoy, 
to save the man, but failed, when Mr. Arthur C. Hallowes, one 
of the passengers, who had hitherto been prevented from jumping 
after him, was aUowed to do so, although a strong ebb tide was 
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running at the time, and he, taking the life-buoy on his arm, 
jumped overboard, swam to his assistance, and succeeded in bring- 
ing him to the side of the vessel, when they were both hauled on 
board, — ^this making the third life Mr. Hallowes has saved 
under similar circumstances. 

T. NiCKALLS. 

On Sunday, the 2d of July 1854, three men became immersed 
in the Surrey Canal, at its most dangerous part, by the upsetting 
of a boat, from their being partly inebriated at the time, and no 
one offered any immediate assistance, until Mr. Tom Nickalls, 
of Willow Brook Ixnige, who was asleep in his room at the time, 
hearing the cry for help, ran to the spot, jumped into the water 
up to his waist, and pulled out one man who was within his 
depth ; he then swam to the other who was in the middle of the 
canal, and did the same ; but the third individual had disappeared 
just before his arrival, and on being told that one other person had 
sunk, he swam out a second time, dived, and in a few seconds 
appeared holding the insensible man by his coat collar, and 
brought him safe on shore. Thus were the lives of three persons 
saved by the intrepid conduct of Mr. Nickalls. 

H. Atkins. 

At Sheemess, on the 18th June 1854, James Bligh (private 
Royal Marines), belonging to H.M.S. "Waterloo," accidentally 
fell overboard, between two vessels, and would certainly have been 
drowned but. for the gallant and intrepid conduct of Henry 
Atkins, A.B., who immediately jumped into the sea, swam to his 
assistance and rescued him : and on the 18th of the following 
month a boy, named Edward Balkman, accidentally fell from the 
gangway of the " Waterloo " into the sea, and was being carried 
away by the tide, when Henry Atkins (captain of the fore-top) 
immediately jumped overboard, swam to his assistance, and was 
also the providential means of saving him. 

M. LowTHER, Lieutenant, B.N. 

On the 20th July 1854, Robert Scholfield, a boy belonging 
to H.M.S. "Illustrious,** attempted suicide by jumping overboard 
at Portsmouth harbour from the gun-room port, and would have 
been drowned but for the gallant and humane conduct of 
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Lieutenant Marcus Lowther, RN., who was in the captain's cabin 
at the time, and on hearing a splash in the water, ran to the stern 
gallery, and jumped therefrom, a height of twenty-six feet, swam 
to his assistance, and succeeded, by diving, in bringing the boy 
to the surface, and to a boat which was lying astern of the ship. 

J. Duckworth. 

On the 7th of August 1854, as a police officer, named John 
Holding, of the Bury division of Lancashire constabulary, was re- 
turning from Bury, through Radcliflfe, and on the bridge crossing 
the IrweU, he saw a boy fall into the river ; he immediately took 
off his belt, and ran round the houses to the bank where the boy 
had fallen in, and walked into the water after him, not knowing 
the depth ; he had not gone many yards before he stepped into 
a deep hole, considerably beyond his depth, and not being able to 
swim, he sank and rose several times, and both he and the boy 
were evidently drowning ; when Mr. John Duckworth, landlord of 
the Swan Lin, who chanced to have left his house to transact some 
business three or four hundred yards from the place where the 
boy was immersed, heard the outcry that two persons were drown- 
ing, he immediately ran to the spot, and without further hesita- 
tion leaped into the water, and seeing that the boy was nearly 
gone, swam to him first, and carried him across the river, where 
the people on the other side received him ; he then turned back 
to look for the police officer, but he had disappeared, and as he 
could not tell exactly where he had gone down, was some time 
before he could find him, he at last felt him with his feet, and 
having moved him, caused him to float a little, and then by diving 
brought up the body apparently lifeless, he having been under 
water three minutes. Mr. Duckworth then carried the body into 
a dye-house, where every means was adopted to restore animation, 
and with a successful result. 

R H. P. DORAN. 

At Fermoy, on the 16th September 1854, Ensign Robert 
Doran, 50th Begiment, with Ensign Charles Fitzgerald, 49th 
Regiment, went in a very small birch-bark North American Indian 
canoe to paddle it on the Blackwater river ; when at a distance 
from the shore, in very deep water, and the stream running 
rapidly, the canoe upset, immersing the two young officers into 
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the water; Ensign Fitzgerald, being totally ignorant of swimming, 
sank three times, and was almost gone, when Ensign Doran, with 
the greatest presence of mind, swam to his assistance, and rescued 
him from a wateiy grave. 

E. Thomas. 

On Friday the 22d September 1854, Joseph Fearn, a super- 
annuated sailor, upwards of eighty years of age, fell over the town 
quay, at Fowey, into the sea, and, although there were several 
men on the quay at the time, yet not one of them made the least 
effort to rescue the poor old man from his perilous situation, when 
Mr. Edward Thomas, on his arrival, and seeing the danger of the 
old sailor, immediately threw off part of his clothes, and gallantly 
plunged into the sea, swam to his assistance, and catching hold of 
him just as he was sinking for the last time, succeeded in bring- 
ing him si^ely on shore. 

Rev. R. p. Olemenger. 

On Tuesday, 21st November 1854, a boy, ntuned Edward 
Barker, accidentally fell into the Regent's Canal, at Agar Town, 
and would in all probability have been drowned but for the 
gallant and humane conduct of the Rev. R. P. Olemenger, M.A., 
who was making a house-to-house visitation, as incumbent of that 
district, when his attention was called to the fact that somebody 
had fallen into the canaL He hastened to the spot, and getting 
over a high wall on to the towing-path, plunged into the water, 
and swam towards a moving substance, which he afterwards dis- 
covered to be a child, seven years old ; he then took hold of it 
and swam to the opposite shore, where its mother and several 
persons were assembled, who snatched the boy out of his arms, and 
began to hold him up by the legs, head downward. Knowing that 
such treatment was improper, he told them to hold him head up- 
wards, and to carry him home, and as he saw they did not know 
what to do properly, he resolved to stay with the boy until medical 
aid should arrive ; and having applied remedies which led to his 
restoration, he was on the point of returning home to divest him- 
self of his wet clothes, when he learnt, for the first time, that the 
father of the child was still missing, he having plunged into the 
canal before his arrival to endeavour to rescue his child. Had 
they told him this when he first picked up the boy, he might. 
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perhaps, have been able to do something towards saying him also, 
but as he had been so long in his wet clothes, and cramped with 
cold, he was obliged, though reluctantly, to run home as fast as 
he could. However, he saw a barge close to the spot, and men 
busily engaged in recovering the man's body. 

W. Tipper. 

On the 7th of July 1854, two seamen belonging to H.M.S. 
" Vesuvius," while lying oflF the Sulina mouth of the Danube, were 
knocked off the ship's ladder. They were both unable to swim, and 
had sunk out of sight in the muddy stream, which was fast sweep- 
ing them from the ship, when William Tipiper, boatswain's mate, 
immediately jumped overboard, swam to their assistance, and sup- 
ported them until picked up by a boat. 

T. Heelts. 

At sea, on the 9th of May 1854, Thomas Jackson, captain's 
cook of the ship " Malabar," fell overboard from the starboard 
fore-chains (evidently in a fit of some nature). The ship was 
immediately rounded to and both life-buoys cut away, at the same 
time Mr. Thomas Heelis, third oflScer, nobly leaped overboard, 
reached, and swam with one of the life-buoys to the drowning man 
and succeeded in keeping him afloat until the boat came to pick 
them both up, and which returned on board with the unfortunate 
Jackson in a precarious state ; every remedy was, however, imme- 
diately put into execution by the ship's surgeon, and he gradually 
recovered. 

Rev. E. Thursby. 

At Worcester, on Friday, the 16th of February 1855, a girl, 
named Mary Ann Nichols, venturing on a part of the river Severn 
then covered with ice, but which was insecure from an influx of 
hot water issuing from the City Water Works, became immersed. 
A crowd quickly gathered, but the ice appearing so unsafe, no one 
was bold enough to go directly to her aid. A number of coats were 
then tied together, and with this connecting link a man ventured to 
approach the girl, but on nearing the danger he retired, and all hope 
seemed given up of the poor girl's recovery, when the Rev. Walter 
Thursby, curate of St. John's, Worcester, who a few moments before 
had skated to the spot, seeing the extremity of the danger, most 
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heroically dashed forward to her help, but the ice immediately 
gave way, and he thereby shared the danger of the unfortunate 
girl, who having twice before sank, was now upheld by the vigorous 
arm of her deliverer, he still having his skates on. A rope was 
now obtained and thrown to Mr. Thursby, which he grasped in his 
teeth, and supporting the girl with one hand, he worked himself 
to a stronger part of the ice with the other, and there getting a 
firmer hold of the rope, the two sufferers were, after several attempts, 
dragged out of their danger. The girl, in a state of insensibility, 
was conveyed to her home, and has since recovered the shock she 
underwent. 

W. Stirling, Lieutenakt, R.N. 

The Society's silver medal was awarded by a General Court, in 
January, and presented at the last festival to lieut. Walter Stir- 
ling, now of the Coldstream Guards, late a midshipman on board 
H.M.S. " Britannia," who, whilst in command of the boats belong- 
ing to said vessel, rescued thirty-five lives, under fire of the Cossacks, 
as shown by the following : — 

Extracts from the log of H.M.S. " Britannia." First extract, 
date November 15th, 1854 : — 

"At 4.30 P.M., sent a cutter to the wrecks, and brought off 
nine men from No. 37 Transport, being one of the transports 
cast ashore off the Katcha in the hurricane of the 14th instant." 

Second extract, date November 16th, 1854 : — 

<<At daylight sent boats again to the assistance of wrecks, 
steamers covering them, and brought off twenty-six men." 

The cutter above mentioned was commanded by Mr. Walter 
Stirling, midshipman ; the same boat, under his command, was 
also employed on the 16th, according to the foregoing second 
extract ; and in the "Queen's" cutter, employed on the same service, 
one man was killed, and a shot went through the ensign of that 
of the " Britannia." 

G. Stanley, R.N. 

At Wellington, New Zealand, on the 13th of October 1854, 
as Mr. George Stanley, master's assistant, H.M.S. " Pandora," 
was going on shore in the schooner's dingy, accompanied by 
Commander Byron Drury, the boy Thomas in the act of shoving 
off the boat fell overboard ; just then a heavy squall came on, 
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^hich drove the dingy astern, and with all our exertions we 
could not have got her up in time to save the boy had not 
Mr. Stanley in the meanwhile jumped overboard, and supported 
him until picked up by the whaleboat, which was astern of the 
schooner. When they were both in the boat we tried to regain 
the vessel, but the squall was too heavy, so that we were obliged 
to bear up for the shore. 

F. R Ransome. 

On Saturday, the 27th of January 1855, J. B. Whieldon, Esq., 
second master of Prince Henry's Grammar School, at Evesham, 
took with him Emma and Mary Jane, the daughters of J. B. 
Haynes, Esq., surgeon, of Evesham, to slide upon a pool at the 
back of a place called Glover's Island, the water being about 
twenty feet in depth, and the bank very steep and precipitous. 
Mr. Whieldon and the young ladies had been but a short time on 
the ice when it suddenly gave way under them, and all three were 
instantly immersed. Their shrieks brought to the spot Mr. Francis 
Robert Ransome, third master of the Evesham Grammar School, 
who, seeing their perilous situation, immediately leaped into the 
water and succeeded in rescuing the elder young lady first, whom he 
laid upon the bank, and plunged again into the water, and with 
considerable difficulty brought the sister to the bank. Mr. Ransome 
was now so completely exhausted by his exertions and by the intense 
cold, that for a moment he lay down upon the grass unable to 
move, when, suddenly recollecting the perilous situation in which 
Mr. Whieldon was left, he arose to attempt the rescue of that 
gentleman, and by means of a stick he was enabled to draw him 
to the bank, and hold his head above water until further assist- 
ance arrived, when the whole party were conveyed to their homes, 
where, by the skill of Mr. Haynes, in a few days they were per- 
fectly well. 

G. Guest. 

On the 29th of March 1855, at three o'clock p.m., on the 
departure of the London steamer from the packet office, Pernases 
Quay, Cork, a boy, named Daniel M'Cullagh, accidentally fell into 
the river, when sub-constable George Guest, who was then on the 
quay on duty, seeing the boy sink, instantly plunged into the 
water, with his uniform on, and seized the boy as he rose to the 
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surface and swam with him to a slip, where he brought him 
safely on shore. 

Again, at about eleven o'clock on the same night, the sub- 
constable (Guest), while in his bed, hearing screams of distress, 
without waiting to dress himself, ran to the spot, Merchant Quay, 
when he saw one of his comrades, sub-constable \Villiam Hamilton, 
struggling in the river Suir, endeavouring to save an unfortunate 
female who had attempted suicide, in a strong current close to 
one of the arches of St. Patrick's bridge ; he immediately threw 
off his shirt (which was afterwards stolen), jumped off the quay 
into the river, a fall of thirteen feet, seized the woman, and kept 
her, as weU as Hamilton (both nearly exhausted) on the surface, 
until a boat was procured, which brought them all safe to shore. 

J. Hall. 

On Wednesday, the 13th of July 1855, a boy, named John 
Bindley, was accidentally pushed into the river Tame, at Tam- 
wortb, by another boy, and would inevitably have been drowned, 
but for the intrepid and humane conduct of John Hall, Esq., 
Alderman (aged 71), who, on hearing the alarm, immediately 
went to his assistance, and getting over a high wall with 
difficulty, his leg having become entangled in some iron pallisades, 
he let himself down into the water, with all his clothes on, swam 
to the boy's assistance and succeeded in laying hold of him, and 
by making a strong effort drew him to the surface, and towards 
the side of the river, but went underneath from the efforts ; as 
soon as he recovered himself, he gave him a push, keeping him 
above water, having been under himself more than once, and 
became thereby much exhausted ; he called for assistance, and 
his son, on getting over the waU, was enabled, by holding out a 
long garden pole to drag the boy to the side, and thus rescued 
him, Mr. Hall being still in the water, until a boat came to his 
assistance, and landed him on his own premises. 

R. Mason. 

On the 13th of July 1855, Alfred Brasier was, with another 
youth, bathing near a place called Tumbling Bay, near Guildford, 
and was carried by the stream into a hole nine feet deep ; the 
other lad in trying to rescue him fell in also, but after struggling 
some time he managed to get out and called for help. Mr. 
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Eobert Mason, jun., who was at work near the spot, heard the 
cries for help ; he was obliged to first cross the river before he 
could get to the hole, he therefore plunged in with his clothes on, 
and having gained the other side, he ran some distance and again 
plunged in and dived to the bottom of the hole, and so succeeded 
in rescuing hint This makes the fifth person that Mr. Mason 
has saved under similar circumstances. 

Captain W. S. Pengelley, RM.L.I., and E. N. R Portman, 

Midshipman. 

On the 1st of July 1855, at Barro Sound, in the Baltic, Mr. 
Hardy M*Hardy, naval cadet of H.M.S. " Colossus," accidentally 
fell overboard from the mizen rigging, and sank, but on his return- 
ing to the surface. Captain Pengelley, of the Eoyal Marines, who 
had taken off his coat, and awaited, in the after part of the main 
chains, his rising, jumped in two or three yards within reach of the 
drowning boy, and being joined Mr. E. N. B. Portman, a midship- 
man of the same vessel, who had likewise jumped overboard, they 
both supported him until a boat was lowered to their assistance 
and rescued them all. Had it not been for the praiseworthy con- 
duct of these two officers, the boy must have sunk before the boat 
reached him, as he was, from his heavy wet clothes and great 
exhaustion, unable to swim to the life-buoy. 

W. H. Wilkes. 

At Worcester, on the 29th July 1855, an unfortunate female 
threw herself into the river Severn. A great crowd instantly 
rushed to the bank, and, as her clothes buoyed her up, she 
floated down the stream for several yards in sight of the whole 
mob, no one making the least effort to save her, until, at last, 
Mr. W. H. Wilkes, jun., seeing that she was rapidly sinking, 
pulled off his coat and gallantly jumped into the stream, and, 
with great judgment, swam out some distance until he got the 
woman between himself and the bank ; he then supported her 
head and shoulders with his hands whilst swimming with his 
feet, and pushed her along to the shore, not giving her any 
opportunity to grasp him, and so endanger the safety of both. 
The river on the evening in question was much swoUen by 
heavy rains, and at the spot where the girl threw herself in was 
fifteen feet. 
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0. Dobbin. 

On Saturday eyening, 4th of August 1855, a man, named 
Michael Hogan, got beyond his depth while bathing in the water 
at Blackrock, Galway, and being unable to swim, would have been 
drowned had it not been for the gallant and humane conduct of 
Mr. Oliver Dobbin, cashier of the Bank of Ireland, whose attention 
was attracted to the perilous situation of the drowning man ; he, 
without hesitation, plunged in, swam to his assistance, holding him 
up with one hand and swimming with the other until nearly ex- 
hausted, when he propelled the body before him until he gained 
footing, and eventually was assisted on shore by the Rev. John 
Lewis, who had waded to the spot. 

G. Gallagher. 

On the 24th of July 1855, a boy named Simpson, belonging 
to H.M.S. " Buzzard," was accidentally washed overboard from 
the sponson into the sea, off Greytown, in the Gulf of Mexico ; a 
heavy sea and strong current running, and a gale blowing at the 
time, he must have been drowned but for the gallant and intrepid 
conduct of George Gallagher, boatswain's mate of the same vessel, 
who immediately jumped overboard, swam to his assistance — 
although there are numerous sharks which infest the anchorage 
where the accident took place — supported him for a considerable 
time, until they were picked up by the boat at a great distance 
from the vessel. 

J. R WooDRiFF, Commander, R.N. 

At Gibraltar, on the 3d of September 1855, as the " Thames" 
transport had finished coaling and was hauling off from the New 
Mole, a passenger named John Bowen, whilst endeavouring to get 
on to the sponson, being intoxicated, fell overboard, striking his 
head on the side of the quay ; he became insensible, and must 
have been drowned but for the intrepid and humane conduct of 
Commander J. R. Woodriff, aged sixty-five (Admiralty agent), who 
immediately jumped overboard, made a rope fast round the man, 
and thus rescued him. 

C. F. Walker, Midshipman. 

Off Sebastopol, on the 16th of September 1855. A seaman, 
named Richard Cullis, belonging to H.M.S. <* London," was in the 
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launch moored astern of that vessel, and in climbing out of her 
by means of the bull rope, finding himself unable, in consequence 
of weakness, resulting from illness (and it blowing hard at the 
time), to get on board, went down the rope again to get into the 
boat, but she had gone so far astern that he was unable to do so, 
nor was he able to keep himself above the sea which was breaking 
over him, when Mr. Charles F. Walker, midshipman, being in 
the gun-room at the time, and who had seen the state of ex- 
haustion to which the man was reduced, flung his jacket off, and 
in the most gallant manner plunged into the sea, and having swum 
to the launch, with great diflBculty and risk to himself, from the 
violence of the sea, and the circumstance of every other boat having 
been hoisted up for security, Mr. Walker got hold of the man, 
and supported him until the launch was hauled up, both being 
quite exhausted, and the seaman nearly insensible. 

S. Welch. 

On the night of the 1st of October 18n5, Mr. Thomas Foal, 
boatswain serving in H.M. gunboat " Snapper," accidentally fell 
overboard (the night being dark) into the sea, off Nargen, in the 
Baltic, and must have been drowned, as he was sinking rapidly, 
but for the courageous and humane conduct of Samuel Welch, 
A.B., who jumped overboard, and, by diving, brought Mr. Foal to 
the surface, and he was then taken on board. This is not the 
first time that Samuel Welch has saved lives by rescuing men from 
drowning. 

J. 0. W. Ellis. 

Peter M. Clark, one of a boat's crew, who had rowed down to 
Ely, and had returned as far as the Bottisham Locks, and were 
waiting there until the eight-oar should be punted through. Being 
deceived by the darkness of the night, and the river exceedingly 
swollen by the late rains, and the weakness of his sight, one of the 
crew missed his footing and fell into the lock ; the gates were open, 
and he, being unable to swim, was carried down some considerable 
distance by the rapid current, sinking and rising several times. 
He had sunk for what most probably would have been the last 
time, and was beginning t<3 feel dull and languid, when he seemed 
to strike against something, and immediately afterwards rose to 
the surface. He then found that some one was supporting him ; 
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this was Mr. John C. W. Ellis, coxswain of the boat, who had 
caught him by the jersey. He kept his head above water until 
they reached the boat, by means of which they were brought to 
land. He could not possibly have escaped being drowned had not 
Mr. Ellis rescued him by diving, under circumstances the most try- 
ing, arising from the extreme darkness of the night, the depth and 
rapidity of the current, besides his having two thick coats on. 

J. Timothy. 

At Menai Bridge, on the 28th November 1856, previous to the 
sailing of the Liverpool steamer, an aged female, who has for many 
years supplied cakes to the passengers, accidentally feU over the 
stage into the se% in the presence of crowds of people ; but no 
one attempted to rescue her — the weather being very cold, with 
frost and snow — imtil Mr. John Timothy, aged seventeen, who did 
not see her fall, but was attracted by the cries of the people, 
immediately jumped in with all his clothes on, swam to her assist- 
ance, and supported Her in the water until they were drifted by 
the current, which was running strongly at the time, to one of the 
mooring-chains of the stage, to which with the woman he clung 
until the boat came and rescued them from their perilous situation. 

H. BONNEB. 

At Boston Haven, Lincolnshire, on the 24th of Novemte 1856, 
a boy, named William Gilliatt, accidentally fell from a wall, a 
height of thirty feet, into the water, fourteen feet deep, and would 
in all probability have been drowned but for the intrepid conduct 
of Mr. Henry Bonner, licensed victualler, of Boston, who on hear- 
ing the alarm hastened to the spot and gallantly plunged in to his 
assistance. The night being dark and a strong tide running at the 
time, he with great difficulty and risk rescued him. This made the 
eleventh life Mr. Bonner has saved under similar circumstances. 

G. Geiffin. 

Yesterday, being in tow of H.M.S. " Highflyer," H.M. gun- 
boat " Plover " being also in tow of the same vessel, one on each 
quarter, running down the north-east trades, going six and a half 
knots x>er hour. At half-past eight o'clock p.m. a man was 
observed to fall from one of the *^ Highflyer's " after guns into 
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the sea, but no one from the " Highflyer " saw him. He passed, 
floating on his back, and one of the life-buoys was thrown 
towards him ; the men on deck loudly hailed him to swim for it, 
but apparently were not heard, when George Grifl&n gallantly 
sprang overboard with the intention of taking the life-buoy to him. 
The " Highflyer " was hailed to say a man was overboard, and a 
boat lowered from the vessel and the " Plover" at the same instant, 
the vessels still going very fast through the "water, and both man 
and buoy being out of sight from the low deck. The " High- 
flyer " took in her studding-sails and was brought to the wind and 
hove-to. They anxiously watched the boats, which, after being 
about two-thirds of a mile off", were now returning, but it was 
not until close at hand that they had the satisfaction of seeing 
that the boat contained both the steward and the lad for whom 
he so gallantly perilled his life. 

A. Bullock, Midshipman, RN. 

On the 9th of October 1856, a seaman belongii g to H.M.S. 
" Centurion " accidentally fell overboard, through the swamping 
of the cutter in the river Tagus, off" Lisbon, when Lieut. Augustus 
BuUock, who was in the wardroom at the time, and saw the man 
overboard passing astern of the ship, with his face downwards, 
and no apparent means of assistance near, immediately jumped from 
one of the wardroom ports into the sea, and swam to his rescue, 
assisted by four others, who had also jumped overboard, taking 
with them barricoes, and helping to support him in the water from 
25 to 30 minutes, until a boat came to their assistance, some 
delay being occasioned by the swamping of the cutter. 

Hon. a. D. S. Denison, Mate, R.N. 

On the 15th of Novmeber 185 6, as the boatsbelonging to H.M.S. 
" Hornet " were leaving to attack the Bogue Forts, in the Canton 
river, China, a private of marines stepping from the ship into the 
boat missed his footing and fell overboard, being at the time fully 
accoutred, and with sixty rounds of ammunition in his pouch, he 
could not keep on the surface of the water, and a strong tide run- 
ning, which carried from reach of the boat's crew. When the Hon. 
Albert D. S. Denison, acting mate, H.M.S. " Hornet *' (at that 
time officer of the boat), gallantly jumped overboard, swam to his 

o 
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relief, and succeeded in keeping him afloat until the boat came to 
their assistance. 

E. W. May. 

On the 5th of December 1856, when in the latitude of the Bay 
of Biscay, during a heavy gale from the south-west, and the sea run- 
ning very high, two sailors were washed off the bowsprit of the steamer 
" Da Plata," when Mr. Edward W. May, a young oflBcer on board, 
unfastening a circular life-buoy, instantly jumped overboard in his 
heavy rough-weather dress, from a considerable height above the 
water, and whenin the water another life-buoy was thrown overto him, 
to which he swam and secured it. He then swam in the direction in 
which he had seen the drowning man, frequently lost sight of him, 
owing to the height of the sea, but eventually succeeded in reaching 
him. He found him perfectly insensible, with his head under water, 
and managed to put one of the life-buoys over his head and arms. 
He was then trying with difficulty to get over his own head the 
other life-buoy (which hitherto he held under his arm), when a heavy 
sea took it and washed it over his head and chest without his 
further effort. He then supported the man ia the water until a 
boat came to their assistance, and they were both taken on board. 

J. C. Wilson, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the night of the 1st of January 1857, seven persons stepped 
from the side ladder of H.M.S. " Spiteful," then lying in the 
harbour of the Piraeus, into a shore boat, for the purpose of going 
on shore. The night being exceedingly dark, it was not observed 
until after the boat had put off that it was disproportionately 
small for such a number of persons, and that its gunwale was 
borne down to the edge of the water by their weight. The con- 
sequence was that the boat filled, and all of them were precipitated 
into the water. They all, however, succeeded in regaining the 
ship, except the Greek boatman, who, being unable to swim, clung 
to the boat, and drifted away with it. As soon as Mr. Wilson 
regained the deck of the ship (which he was the first to do), he 
inquired after the safety of the rest, and on hearing that they were 
all holding on in security alongside except the Greek, who by that 
time had drifted ten or twelve yards astern of the ship, and crying 
out piteously for help, he immediately plunged off the gangway, 
swam to his assistance, and on reaching him discovered that 
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he had hold of the boat. He then told him that if he would 
hold on by his waist, he would take him back to the ship. The 
Greek, however, either from terror or misapprehension, instead of 
doing as directed, sprang upon Mr. Wilson's neck, and being a 
heavy man, took him under ; twice they sank and rose together, 
and both would inevitably have been drowned, had not Mr. Wilson 
succeeded in grasping a rope which was thrown to him from the 
ship, by which they were both hauled on board in a state of great 
exhaustion. 

F. BOULD. 

At Walsall, on the 30th of January 1857, as five females were 
crossing the ice on Hatherton Lake, at a part which was unsafe, the 
ice suddenly gave way, and they became immersed at a part of the 
lake thirty or forty feet deep, and seventy or eighty yards dis- 
tance from the shore, and on the alarm being given, Francis 
Bould immediately went to their assistance. He got hold of one 
of the drowning persons, and succeeded in pulling her out of the 
water. At this time the ice where he was standing broke, but he, 
however, managed to save himself from sinking, and got upon the 
ice again. He then got hold of the clothes of several of the people 
and prevented them from sinking ; and by their own exertions and 
his assistance three of them were rescued and got safe to land. 
He then got hold of another of them, who was quite helpless, and 
endeavoured to convey her to land, but in doing so the ice broke 
several times and let them both into the water. He became ex- 
hausted and could not reach the shore, when, fortunately, a rope 
was thrown to him, one end of which he fastened to his body, and 
by that means he soon got the body of one apparently dead to 
land. Mr. Moor, surgeon, was sent for, who, after about two 
hours' anxious and diligent attention, succeeded in recovering her and 
three others. The body of the fifth female was, unfortunately, not 
recovered until some time afterwards, and life found to be extinct. 

G. Moody. 
On the night of the 23d of December 1856, the ship at sea 
and the night veiy dark, Thomas Beezley, private, R.M, fell 
overboard from H.M.S. " Raleigh," on her voyage to the Cape; as 
soon as the ciy of man overboard was heard by George Moody, 
ordinary seaman, he jumped overboard from the fore-chains into 
the sea and saved the drowning man. 
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H. Christian, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 10th of February 1857, a first-class boy belongiDg to 
H.M.S. " Rifleman," when anchored off Corrientes, in the river 
Parana, accidentally fell overboard and was on the point of sink- 
ing, when Lieut. Henry Christian gallantly jumped overboard, 
without waiting even to pull off his jacket or boots, which added 
considerably to the risk of stemming a current of full three knots, 
swam out to his assistance, and by diving rescued the boy, who 
had sunk under water. 

Erasmus Wilson. 

On Wednesday, the 22d of April 1857, as Mr. Erasmus 
Wilson, surgeon, was riding in his carriage, and crossing the bridge 
over the Regent's Canal, Albert Road, an alarm was suddenly 
raised that an aged woman had thrown herself into the water ; 
he immediately stopped the carriage, and throwing off his coat and 
waistcoat, rushed to the water's edge and plunged in to her assist- 
ance ; he had almost succeeded in bringing her to land, when he 
found himself fast sinking from the increasing weight of his clothes 
and boots, owing to the contact of the water ; he was therefore 
compelled to relinquish his hold of her, and succeeded in reaching 
the bank in an exhausted state; but, notwithstanding this, he pro- 
cured his reins, and, getting some bystanders to hold them, again 
plunged in, and succeeded in bringing the body of the then almost 
lifeless female to the shore, which, with assistance, was lifted over 
a fence erected close to the water's edge, and on the restoration 
of life, through skilful treatment by Mr. Wilson, she was afterwards 
conveyed to the St. Pancras Infirmary, where she ultimately re- 
covered. 

W. Ball. 

On the 3d of September 1856, H.M.S. " Monarch" being then 
at anchor in Esquimatt Harbour (Vancouver's Island), a seaman, 
named Richard Smith, in coming down the main-rigging fell into 
the sea and was unable to swim, when William Ball, captain of 
the forecastle, who was walking on the main-deck, being at the time 
on the sick-list, immediately jumped overboard through one of the 
main-deck ports, swam to his assistance, and brought him alongside 
the ship. And on the 27th of March 1857, after weighing the 
anchor at Caldera; William Austin, A.B., fell from the foreyard-arm 
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into the sea, a height of eighty feet, and would in all probability 
have been drowned, having received a violent concussion, when 
W. Ball again jumped overboard from the forecastle, swam to 
his assistance, and succeeded in bringing him alongside the ship, 
when they were both hauled on board. 

0. Hughes. 

On the evening of the 22d of April 1857, Mr. W. E. Atkin- 
son, in attempting to cross the river St. Lawrence, opposite the 
Three Rivers, on foot, and when about three acres from the shore, 
the ice gave way and he became immersed ; he with great pre- 
sence of mind kept very quiet. The intense coldness of the water 
soon chilled him and deprived him of exertion. Several spectators 
were present at the time the accident occurred, but the dangerous 
state of the ice prevented any exertions from the parties ; when 
Mr. Charles Hughes, seeing the accident from the shore, with noble 
intrepidity ran to his rescue, and on his way snatched up a small 
piece of scantling. When quite close to Mr. Atkinson, the ice gave 
way with him under one foot, but with admirable presence of 
mind he placed the board under the other, and stretching forward 
was just able to seize Mr. Atkinson by the collar of his coat, and 
hold him up for some time, until boards were procured and laid on 
the ice so as to form a bridge, and thereby render the ice able to 
bear the pressure of hauling him out of the water, and thus enable 
both Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Hughes to be taken safely on shore. 

0. G. DE Lancet, 47th Regiment. 

On the night of the 27th May 1857, on board the screw-steamer 
"Adelaide," on her passage from Malta to Gibraltar, about ten o'clock 
P.M., an alarm was heard that there was a man overboard. The 
ofl&cers were in the saloon at the time, and on rushing out saw 
Lieut. Oliver de Lancey, 47 th Regiment, run to the stem of the 
vessel, and without a moment's hesitation jump overboard with 
all his clothes on, in the hope of saving the man. The vessel at 
the time was going at the rate of nine knots. A boat was lowered 
and Lieut, de Lancey picked up, after having been nearly an hour 
in the water ; he had managed to get off all his clothes, and was 
much exhausted. The man who jumped overboard was never seen 
again : his name was Martin Dempsey, of E company, 47 th 
Regiment. 
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J. Beeden. 

At sea on the 9th of July 1857, a seaman named Charles 
Jenner, belonging to H.M.S. "Cumberland," accidentally fell 
overboard from the main cliaiiis, and struck a lower-deck-port in 
his fall, while learning to heave the lead ; the ship at the time 
being under all sail, and going through the water about seven 
knots. He would in all probability have been drowned, but for 
the intrepid conduct of James Beeden, A.B., who immediately 
jumped overboard, swam to his assistance, and supported him 
until picked up by the cutter. 

Rev. J. J. Berespord. 

On the 13th of July 1857, a boy named John Broom went 
beyond his depth while bathing in the river Nene, Peterborough, 
and being unable to swim sunk to the bottom, and must inevitably 
have been drowned, had not the Rev. John James Beresford, B.D., 
and Precentor of Peterborough Cathedral, who was rowing up the 
river in his skiff, without a moment's delay jumped ashore, thrown 
off his clothes, and dived into the water. The spot where the 
body lay was so overgrown with weeds that at the first dive he 
got entangled in them, and had considerable dijEcnlty in extricat- 
ing himself. Regardless of the danger, he twice more attempted to 
get hold of the body by diving, but without success, and at last 
as a final effort went down feet foremost and succeeded in getting 
the body between his legs, and after much struggling managed to 
strike to the surface, when he was able to catch hold of the boy 
by the hair, and swam with the head above water to the shore. 
Fortunately Dr. Paley was met with, who arrived ten minutes 
after the rescue, and, in about five minutes after, breathing was 
restored. The greatest credit is due to the Rev. Mr. Beresford, 
for his courageous promptitude and judgment exhibited under such 
trying circumstances, when one half-minute's more delay must 
have been fatal, and when nothing but what appeared almost 
superhuman efforts in so delicate a man could have saved the 
boy's life. 

G. Bate, 

On the 6th of August 1857, a lady, while bathing in the sea 
at Bude Haven, Comwall, was carried by the tide beyond her 
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depth ; she did not lose her presence of mind, but knowing how 
to float she kept herself above water and called for assistance, 
when a young man, named deorge Bate, nobbier, on hearing the 
alarm gallantly plunged into the sea and swam out a distance of 
half a mile to her assistance ; and on reaching her, Bate with cool 
caution kept swimming at a proper distance until he found that 
the lady was collected, for well he knew when he left the shore, 
besides the danger of the waves there was yet greater peril of the 
convulsive grasp of despair, which too often paralyses the arms 
which would otherwise save ; finding that there was no such risk 
he began his arduous task of swimming to the shore against the 
tide, the lady resting her hands on his shoulders, and helping him 
as much as her feeble strength would permit, more than once 
being submerged by the wave behind lifting her over him, until 
they both reached the shore in a very exhausted state, the lady 
having been half an hour in the water. The Duke of Northum- 
berland sent Bate a pecuniary reward, and some other persons also 
sent small sums of money in acknowledgment of hk bravery. 

K FOEBES. 

On the 13th of July 1857, a little girl named Caroline E. 
Forbes accidentally fell from a wooden pier run out 200 yards 
from the shore near Geneva, and was carried some distance out . 
by the current, and would in all probability have been drowned 
but for the intrepid conduct of her brother. Master E. Forbes, 
aged fourteen, son of the Rev. K Forbes of Douglas, Isle of 
Man, who gallantly plunged into the water, swam to her assistance, 
and with one arm supporting her brought her safely back to the 
breakwater, and gave her to a bystander in a very exhausted state, 
who took her to the nearest house. Young Forbes was too much 
exhausted by his exertions and the weight of his clothes to get 
out of the water unassisted, but luckily a workman, who had come 
to the spot, assisted him up from a scaffolding round the break- 
water to which he was clinging. It further appeared that 
Edward Forbes is but an imperfect swimmer, having only lately 
learned to swim. 

J. H. Hunt. 

On the 16th July 1857, a boy named Joseph Ward accidentally 
fell into the river Liffey, Dublin, while fishing, and would have 
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been drowned but for the prompt and intrepid conduct of Mr. 
John H. Hunt, medical student, who, happening to be passing at 
the time, boldly jumped from the quay wall, a height of fifteen 
feet, into the water in his clothes, swam to his assistance, and 
supported him until a boat came to their relief, — ^this making 
the third person Mr. Hunt has rescued from drowning within the 
last two years. 

A. Ferguson. 

On the 19th of July 1857, two youths named Murray, neither 
of whom could swim well, in attempting to ford the river Tweed near 
Coldstream Bridge, were swept away by the current ; the eldest 
attempted for some time to push the other towards the shore ; in 
this he succeeded, as the impetus given to the lesser boy brought 
him within his depth, but the exertions caused the elder one to 
sink, and he would inevitably have been drowned but for the 
prompt and intrepid conduct of Andrew Ferguson, fisherman, who, 
throwing off" bis clothes, plunged into the river and dived in search 
of the body about forty-five yards from the shore and at a depth 
of nine or ten feet ; but being carried too low down by the force 
of the current when under water had to ascend the river, and 
again dive, and succeeded in raising and conveying it to the shore 
. in an insensible state, when two other fishermen by employing 
the usual remedies had restored animation ere Dr. Brown arrived 
from Coldstream. 

V. Daeeas. 

On the 25th of August 1857, fwo boys, aged thirteen and ten 
years, sons of the Rev. Edward White, were bathing in the sea 
at Boulogne, and about forty feet from the water's edge, when 
suddenly a step outwards made by the younger threw him into 
a deep hole, and a wave coming in at the same time, he lost 
his footing, and being unable to swim, sank to the bottom, and 
was carried off by a strong tide. His mother being on the shore 
watching, saw his disappearance, and called to the elder boy to 
go to his help. He did so at once, and on a sudden fell into the 
said hole, and was also carried away by the current The mother 
seeing both her children drowning, and no assistance apparently 
at hand, rushed into the water in the vain hope of reaching them, 
when Monsieur Victor Darras, who had been bathing near the spot, 
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threw oflF his coat, and rushed down to the water. .He first of 
all arrested the advance of Mrs. White, and made for the hole, 
of which he was aware. The youngest boy was stiflF, and fast 
drowning, the elder still violently struggling ; this one he seized 
by the hair, and dragged him towards shallower water, where 
other help had now arrived. He then returned to deep water to 
rescue the youngest one, and by swimming and pushing the child 
before him succeeded in bringing him safe to land. It further 
appears that Monsieur Darras had previously saved five lives. 

Captain Hathorn, R.K 

On the 30th of August 1857 as the steamer "Queen of the 
Belgians" was leaving the quay at Boulogne, an intending 
passenger who arrived too late, came off in a punt, and in his 
attempt to mount the side of the vessel fell into the water and 
sank. He rose to the surface, and again disappeared apparently 
under the steamer, when Captain Hathorn, R.N. (formerly 
superintendent of the Packet Department of the South-Eastern 
Railway), gallantly plunged into the water from the steamer's 
sponson, and dived under the vessel to his rescue. At length 
Captain Hathorn rose, with the seemingly lifeless body of the 
rescued passenger, and both were speedily assisted on board. It 
appears that Captain Hathorn has, on other occasions, preserved 
the lives of his fellow-creatures. 

W. Hodge. 

On the 7th of September 1857, two youths, named Thomas 
Watts and John Coles, went to bathe in the river Taw at Ash- 
ford, Devon ; the tide was coming in rapidly, they lost their foot- . 
ing, and being unable to swim, both were swept away by the 
current, when William Hodge, aged twenty-one, and a farmer's 
son who had been fishing near the spot, on hearing their cries ran 
to their assistance, and gallantly plunging into the water, swam to 
one of them and caught him ; but the drowning youth grasped him 
so tightly round the neck that he was almost suffocated, and they 
both sank in about fifteen of feet water ; and at the bottom Hodge 
by a desperate effort freed himself from the grasp of the youth 
now senseless, shook him off, caught him again by the hair of his 
head, and after some difficulty brought him to land, where he 
left him, and plunged again into the water, in search of the other. 
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He dived repeatedly in hope of finding and saving him also, but 
in vain ; he had sunk for the last time and was carried oflf by the 
tide, and the body only found the next morning. 

J. Fahey. 

At Cork, on the 25th of September 1857, a boy named Henry 
Mahony accidentally fell into the water. The sea was running 
very high at the time and the current strong, and he would in 
all probability have been drowned but for the prompt and intrepid 
conduct of Constable James Fahey, who, on seeing the accident, 
gallantly leaped from the quay into the sea, with his uniform on, 
and swam to his assistance and caught him just as he was sinking 
the third time. The weight of the boy, his own wet clothes, and 
the violence of the waves almost exhausted him, when they were 
both rescued by a boat which had put off to their aid ; the lad 
was carried about thirty yards from the quay, was nearly fifteen 
minutes in the water, and when brought to shore was nearly 
insensible. 

A. Maubant. 

At St. Heliers, Jersey, on the 3d of October 1857, whilst 
Monsieur Achille Maubant, professor of French and Drawing, was 
bathing near the St. Besnard Rock, his attention was directed, by 
a loud outcry, to the dangerous situation of three children who 
were upon the said rock, and had been surrounded by the flowing 
tide. He immediately swam to the spot, a distance of sixty yards, 
and threw the first child into the water, and supporting him with 
his left hand, bore him to the shore ; he did the same with 
the second child, and whilst so engaged, perceived th^t the third 
and last child had been washed oft' the rock into the sea. Re- 
turning with as much speed as he eould to the spot where the 
said child had sunk, he dived, and succeeded in recovering the 
child, which had been about three minutes under water, and was 
nearly insensible, and swimming with it to the shore, as he had 
done with the former two, gave the three children into the charge 
of Mr. and Mrs. Querre, who were witnesses of the whole transac- 
tion, and from whom they received the first cares and atten- 
tions for their recovery, and then took tbem to their respective 
homes. 
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Lieut. -Col. Moffat and Captain J. S. Castle. 

At a Meeting of the G^eneral Court, held on the 13th of 
January 1858. Present, Benjamin Bond Cabbell, Esq., V.P. in 
the Chair. 

It was resolved unanimously, << That the warmest thanks of the 
Court be presented to Captain J. S. Castle commanding the 
< Sarah Sands,' transport, as also to Lieutenant-Colonel Moffat, 
conmianding Her Majesty's 54th Kegiment, and the men under 
their respective orders, for their cool, courageous, and energetic 
exertions on the 11th of November 1857, when the ship was on 
fire on her passage to India, and by whose united and admirable 
arrangements not a single life was lost." It was also resolved, 
" That the silver medal be awarded to each of those gallant oflBcers 
for their laudable and heroic conduct on this occasion, and that a 
copy of these resolutions be presented with the medals." 

K J. PoLLABD, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 25th of November 1857, a seaman named Joseph 
White accidentally fell overboard from the "Woodcock" gunboat, 
off Tiger Island, in the Canton river ; a strong ebb-tide was 
running at the time. He, being unable to swim, would in all 
probability have been drowned but for the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant E. J. Pollard, RN., commanding the gunboat, who 
immediately jumped overboard and swam to his assistance. On 
reaching him, the man became alarmed, and immediately clasped 
Lieutenant Pollard round the legs, who — with one hand holding 
him by the neck — had only the other to assist in supporting 
himself until he was picked up in a very exhausted state by a 
boat. 

J. Bergeb. 

On the evening of the 29th of November 1857, whilst about 
seven miles off Cape Comorin, the cabin-boy of the troop-ship 
" Castle Eden " accidentally fell overboard, and, as the ship was 
running before a fair breeze, would have been drowned but for 
the prompt and intrepid conduct of John Berger, A.B., who 
immediately jumped overboard from the main-rigging (where he 
was employed), swam to the boy's relief, and supported him until 
a boat was lowered, and picked them both up. 
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T. G. Drake, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 1st of February 1858, as H.M.S. " Calypso " was pro- 
ceeding to Sheemess from Chatham in tow of a steamer, and on 
arriving near the Nore, the steamer came alongside the " Calypso '* 
for the purpose of taking off the parties on board who wished to 
leave the vessel ; when, as Mr. Pope, the master attendant at 
Chatham Dockyard, was in the act of handing Miss Howard 
from one vessel to the other, they both lost their footing and fell 
into the water. The tide at the time was running very strong, 
and Mr. Pope with the young lady was soon carried a consider- 
able distance from the vessels. Mr. Pope being an excellent 
swimmer, his first anxiety, on recovering himself was to save 
Miss Howard, who, at this time, was near him. He immediately 
swam towards her, but the young lady seized him and they both 
went under water. She, however, released her grasp, and he 
supported her until Lieut. T. G. Drake, RK, of the "Calypso," 
who, on witnessing their imminent peril, gallantly leaped from the 
bulwarks into the water and swam towards them, reached them 
just in time to assist Mr. Pope in saving the lady, who had sunk 
tvrice. .By their united efforts Miss Howard was supported until 
a boat reached them, when she was immediately conveyed on board 
in a state of great exhaustion. 

G. Green. 

At Grimsby, on the 3d of August 1857, a young man named 
Welton, in attempting to jump from the steamer on to the jetty, 
accidentally fell into deep water, and striking his head against a 
pile in his descent was severely cut and rendered insensible, and 
would have been drowned but for the prompt and intrepid 
conduct of George Green, mariner, who immediately plunged 
into the water, without even taking off his clothes, dived, and 
succeeded in bringing him up to the surface, when a rope was 
lowered and they were both hauled up on to the jetty. Welton, 
in an insensible state, was removed to the Humber Hotel, and 
after considerable attention so far recovered as to be able to return 
to his home in the evening. 

H. Meyers. 

On the 23d of March 1858, a child, aged four years, son of 
W. Upton, Esq., of Forest Hill, was playing near a piece of water 
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known as Old Croydon Canal, when he accidentally fell in, and 
would in all probability have been drowned but for the gallant 
and intrepid conduct of Mr. Henry Meyers, who was fishing on 
the opposite bank. On hearing screams for help, Mr. Meyers 
immediately ran to the spot, and, wading up to his shoulders 
through the mud a considerable distance until he got beyond his 
depth, swam to his assistance, and succeeded in bringing the child 
safely to shore. Mr. Meyers was obliged to walk four miles in 
his drenched condition to his residence, the day being piercingly 
cold. 

J. Hawkins. 

On the 7th of April 1858, a seaman belonging to the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company's steam-ship 
" Pera " accidentally fell overboard, when about 200 miles south- 
east of Malta, and, being unable to swim, would inevitably have 
been drowned (the ship going at full speed at the time) but for 
the prompt and intrepid conduct of Joseph Hawkins, boatswain, 
who was then below in his cabin. On hearing the cry he ran on 
deck and immediately jumped overboard, swam to his assistance, 
and supported him until picked up by a boat. 

J. Campbell. 

At Brampton, Cumberland, on the 18th of April 1858, a boy 
named Thomas Batey, accidentally fell into the river Irthing, and 
being unable to swim, was carried down by the tide into the 
deepest part, and would in all probability have been drowned but 
for the courage and intrepidity of a youth named Joseph Campbell, 
aged sixteen, who, on being attracted to the spot by the bystanders, 
immediately plunged in with all his clothes on, swam to his assist- 
ance, and succeeded in bringing him safely to shore. 

A. M*KlRGAN. 

At midnight, on the 21st of January 1858, as the "Garland " 
steamer, on her passage from Derry to Glasgow, had called for 
goods and passengers at Portrush, during a gale then at its height, 
a man was blown off the quay into the harbour, and would have 
been drowned had not Mr. Alexander M*Kirgan, pilot, without a 
moment's hesitation, jumped from the quay into the sea, with his 
clothes on, and supported him until a rope was thrown to his 
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assistance, which he succeeded in placing round the man's waist, 
when he was hauled on to the quay in a very exhausted state. 

A. Stamers. 

On the 24th of May 1858, a small yacht, the property of 
Dr. Johnson, of Passage, Cork, was overtaken by a violent squall 
off French's point, which laid her on her beam-ends. The sea 
running very high at the time prevented any assistance being 
rendered from the shore. The intense anxiety felt by aU parties 
may be imagined, as the party on board consisted of Miss 
Johnson, Miss Croly, Mr. K Lloyd, and Mr. A. Stamers. The 
yacht drifted to Merino Point, and was in momentary danger of 
foundering, when Mr. Stamers, with admirable presence of mind 
and courage, threw himself into the sea, and swam twice to 
shore with the two ladies, and returned a third time to the boat 
for Mr. Lloyd, who could not swim ; thus being the means of 
rescuing three amiable young persons from a watery grave. 

Hon. T. J. Wynn. 

At Sunbury, on the 3d of June 1858, several young gentlemen 
of the Military College were bathing in the river Thames, when 
one of them, Mr.- Vernon Hassall, having left his companions and 
swimming into the deepest part of the river, was suddenly seized 
with cramp and sank beneath the surface. The Hon. T. J. Wynn 
(son of Lord Newborough) happened to be in a boat at some dis- 
tance from the spot. Without a moment's hesitation and without 
undressing the gallant young man plunged into the stream and 
succeeded in bringing up his exhausted companion, and conveying 
him safely to the bank of the river. 

C. Pates. 

On the 9th of June 1858, a boy named Knight accidentally 
fell into the river Exe, at Exeter, and would in all probability 
have been drowned but for the intrepid conduct of Mr. C. Pates, 
surgeon, who, as he was driving past at the time, immediately got 
out of his carriage, and without even taking off a single article 
of clothing, gallantly sprang from the bridge into the stream 
(a height of fourteen feet), swam to his assistance, and succeeded 
in bringing him safely to shore. It also appears that during the 
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last nineteen years, Mr. Pates has rescued no less than six children 
at or near the same i^t. 

T. D. Lees. 

On the 18th of April 1858, Mr. Thomas D. Lees (who lost 
his sight by an accident twelve years ago), was walking along the 
sands at St. Andrews, Fife, in company with two young com- 
panions, when they observed three children, one of whom, 
named Peter Bloomfield, aged six years, was wading into the sea 
in pursuit of his handkerchief, when being carried by the rapid 
current beyond his depth, he was in danger of being drowned — 
Mr. Lees's companions being aware that, at the place where the 
child was, the bank shelved abruptly, the current running fast, 
and neither of them being swimmers, they could not. venture to 
save the drowning child — when Mr, Lees instantly stripped off 
his coat and rushed into the water, and, directed by the voices of 
his companions, strove, sightless as he was, to rescue the child. 
He succeeded in seizing its cap, which encouraged him, and 
induced him to continue his efforts. At last he got the child 
within his grasp, and was successful in carrying it to shore, to all 
appearance quite lifeless. In addition to the courage thus displayed, 
Mr. Lees also exhibited much sagacity and humanity, for, having 
folded his coat into a thick cushion, he laid the child upon it, and 
carefully tended it until assistance arrived. 

J. Fosse. 

James Fosse was but ten years old when he gave the greatest 
proofs of his courage and self-denial in saving the life of young 
Chaffin, aged eighteen, who was near being drowned in the Rhone. 
From that time to the present not one year has elap^d that he has 
not saved several persons from a similar death. It would require 
an especial work to describe all his sublime actions of devotion 
— four medals of the second class, three of the first class in gold, 
the prize medal of Montyon, and the cross of the Legion of Honour, 
are all monuments of his glory which say more than writing. 
Nevertheless as we (the Mayor and Council of Beaucaire) are 
called upon to certify in an authentic manner the humane acts 
of this generous citizen, we assert that he has saved from the 
waves of the Rhone more than sixty persons, who owe their 
lives to him, and it is impossible to enumerate all who, during 
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the great inundation in 1836, were rescued from death by 
his manly intrepidity ; during eight days and nights he never 
ceased rescuing the unfortunate inundated. A Tillage of 1800 
persons, immersed to the first floor in the water, all owed 
their safety to Fosse alone. Always great, generous and devoted 
in the cause of humanity, he gave an additional proof of his 
courage in going to assist Folcher, a labouring blacksmith, aged 
seventeen, who on the 5th of August, had become entangled under 
a burning rafter and was nearly suffocated, and for which act we 
have signed this paper, wishing to assist him in obtaining his 
rights. 

F. HixoN, RN. 

On the 4th of June 1858, a seaman accidentally fell over- 
board from the cathead of H.M.S. " Herald," off Port Jackson. 
The ship being under weigh, and the waters abounding with 
sharks, he would have been drowned, but for the gallant and 
intrepid conduct of Mr. Francis Hixon, acting second master, 
who immediately jumped overboard, swam to his relief, and 
supported him until a boat was lowered and went to their 
assistance. 

LoKD Hastings. 

On the 7th of August 1858, as Mr. H. B. Gough, aged sixteen, 
was bathing at Woodstown, on the river Suir, county Waterford, 
he got beyond his depth, and, being unable to swim, would in all 
probability have been drowned but for the noble courage and 
intrepidity of Lord Hastings, who had been bathing near the 
same spot, and on seeing his danger immediately swam to his 
assistance, dived, and succeeded in bringing Mr. Gough safely 
to shore ; he himself incurring considerable risk, not being a good 
swimmer. 

J. Buckley. 

On the 2 2d of September 1858, two young soldiers, Serjeant 
Mahoney and private J. Buston, Royal Limerick County Regi- 
ment, went to bathe off Fort Sutherland, Hythe, Kent. The sea 
was running high at the time, and having ventured out a con- 
siderable distance they became exhausted and unable to swim to 
shore, and would have been drowned but for the prompt and 
intrepid conduct of Seijeant John Buckley, of the same regiment, 
who, on seeing their danger, immediately swam out to their 
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assistance, and, after two or three attempts, succeeded in seizing 
hold of Mahoney, and brought him to shore. He then swam out 
again to the relief of Buston, who had by this time sunk, and 
having felt him with his feet, dived, and caught him by the aim 
and swam with him to shore in an insensible state. This is the 
fifth time that Serjeant Buckley has saved persons from drowning 
under similar circumstances. 

E. ROBAETS. 

At Littlehampton, Sussex, on the 1st October 1858, a youth, 
named Charles Butt, accidentally fell into the harbour from the 
rigging of the schooner "Maiy,'* and would have been drowned, 
as there was no one present who could render him any assistance, 
until Captain Edward Eobarts, of the same vessel, arrived on the 
spot, and immediately jumped overboard with his clothes on, 
swam to his relief, and caught him as he rose for the last time, 
and succeeded by great exertion in conveying him safely to the 
shore. 

G. J. Anstruther, Midshipman. 

The following is an extract of a letter from Captain Vansittart, 
commanding H.M.S. " Magicienne," in China : — 

" I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of Mr. Brabazon, 
acting mate, and Mr. G. J. Anstruther, midshipman, who came 
with me, or of the whole boat's crew, as out of nine men on 
board eight were wounded by the pirates, Mr. Brabazon, and 
the two marines keeping up a most effective fire with their rifles. 
Mr. Anstruther most gallantly jumped overboard after T. Mills, one 
of the gig's crew, who, in consequence of a stink-pot having exploded 
upon him, had to jump overboard to save himself, but being unable 
to swim, was fast sinking when Mr. Anstruther rescued him. 
Mr. Anstruther's strength was also exhausted when assistance 
came to him. 

J. Sullivan. 

At Halifax, on the 6th of September 1858, John Martin, 
A.B., H.M.S. " GU)rgon," having been on leave, and returning on 
board at midnight intoxicated, accidentally fell into the harbour 
between the ship and the wharf. Mr. John Sullivan, boatswain 
of the same vessel^ immediately jumped overboard, and although 

p 
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the man, being entirely unable to help himself, was sinking, he 
succeeded by diving in laying hold of his hair, bringing him to 
the surface, and supporting him in the water until a rope was 
thrown to his assistance, by which he was enabled to keep himself 
up until the man was hauled on board. 

Miss Bowbotham. 

At Woolwich, on the 12th of October 1858, while the children 
of Mr. Rowbotham were amusing themselves by playing in a yard 
at the back of the house, the youngest (a boy about two years of 
age) unfortunately fell into a tank, the covering of which had been 
left open. Tlie tank, which is between nine and ten feet in depth, 
was three parts filled with water. The child had scarcely fallen 
in, when Miss Rowbotham, aged sixteen, who was in a distant 
part of the yard, looked round in quest of her brother, when, 
to her dismay, she discovered his perilous position : without 
hesitating a moment she rushed to the spot, and with singular 
coolness and intrepidity descended the aperture into the water, 
which was considerably beyond her depth. She then grasped 
the child with one hand, while with the other she supported 
herself by holding the dress of a younger sister, who stood 
terrified at the edge. In this dangerous position, sUghtly assisted 
by the temporary expansion of her dress, she managed to float on 
the water until assistance came, when the young lady with great 
difficulty lifted the child into the arms of its mother, who stooped 
to receive it. In the meantime her own position was becoming 
momentarily more perilous from the fact of her clothes becoming 
saturated, and thus causing her more readily to sink. She was, 
however, with difficulty extricated by her mother, with the 
assistance of one of the neighbours, who had hastened to the scene 
of accident. 

Mb8. M. S. Hectorson. 

On the 9th of September last, four men belonging to North 
Yell were returning home in their boat from Mid Yell, and, being 
overtaken by a gale, their boat was upset, at a distance of a mile 
from the land. The men succeeded in getting upon the bottom of 
the boat, and (he wind blowing strongly from the south drifted 
them on towards the side of Burra Ness, a point of land jutting 
eastward for a considerable way into the sea, and bounded by high 
rocks. The men residing on Burra Ness with all haste drew down 
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a boat with a view of rescuing the four men from their perilous 
situation ; but, being unable to round the point of the Ness against 
the wind, they were obliged to return. While the men were thus 
employed, their wives ran directly to the south side of the Ness, 
to which the boat was drifting ; and on coming thither they found 
that the boat had stuck fast, the mast and sail touching the bottom 
at the distance of twenty yards from the foot of a steep cliff, 
nearly thirty feet high. The men were much exhausted, the sea 
washing over them — every moment was precious — ^when May 
Stout Hectorson, with noble courage and intrepidity, was lowered 
down by a rope, and, standing on a small shelf at the water's edge, 
she succeeded in throwing a rope to the men on the boat. By 
this rope she drew two of the men through the water to the shelf 
on which she stood, one of them being so exhausted that he could 
scarcely make any effort to get upon the rock. The boat was then 
shifted from her position by the force of the waves, and carried 
nearly to the shore, when all were rescued. 

T. G. Waeebn. 

At Sheemess, on the 17th of September 1858, John Greer, boy, 
of H.M.S. "Waterloo," accidentally fell overboard, and, being 
unable to swim, would have been drowned but for the noble courage 
and humane conduct of Corporal T. G. Warren, who gallantly 
jumped overboard from a lower-deck port, and supported him in 
the water until a boat was lowered to their assistance, and both 
were taken on board in a very exhausted state. 

J. Davies. 

On the 13th of October 1858, Private Powell, of H.M.'s 33d 
Regiment, accidentally fell overboard from the troop-ship ♦" Earl 
of Balcarres," whilst at anchor in Bombay harbour, the tide run- 
ning very strong at the time ; and, being unable to swim, he would 
have been drowned but for the noble courage and intrepidity of 
Assistant-Surgeon J. Davies, of the same regiment, who was writ- 
ing in his cabin at the time. He immediately fixed on a swimming 
belt, jumped out of the port, swam to* his relief, and succeeded 
with much exertion in supporting private Powell until a boat 
picked them both up. 
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J. Saundees. 



At Devonport, on the 6th of December 1858, a seaman named 
Frederick Wrate, of H.M.S. " Liffey," accidentally fell overboard 
from the main-chains into the harbour, and being unable to swim, 
would have been drowned had it not been for the noble courage 
and intrepid conduct of Joseph Saunders, A.B., of the same vessel, 
who immediately jumped overboard with his clothes on, swam to 
his relief, and succeeded in supporting him until assistance came. 
Gunner Thomas Jones, Royal Marine Artillery, also jumped over- 
board, and was awarded the honorary bronze medal of the Society 
for his humane conduct. 



D. Collins. 

At Queenstown, on the 21st of October 1858, as the passen- 
gers were leaving the Cork river steamer, a female accidentally 
fell from the gangway into the water, and must inevitably have 
been drowned, there being no boats at hand, but for the prompt 
and gallant conduct of Dennis Collins, seaman, who instantly 
jumped overboard to her rescue, and although there was a strong 
tide running at the time, succeeded after much difficulty in reach- 
ing a mooring chain, by means of which he was enabled to support 
her above the water until a boat was procured, which relieved 
them from their perilous position. Collins received the honorary 
bronze medal of the Society for a similar act of bravery in 
1867. ' 

H. A. CowPER, H.M. Consul. 

On the 8th of November 1858, a seaman belonging to the 
Royal* Mail Company's ship "Tyne,' lying in the Southampton 
Dock, accidentally fell from the forecastle into the water, between 
the wharf and the ship, and in all probability would have been 
drowned but for the gallant and humane conduct of Henry A. 
Cowper, Esq., H.M. Consul at Pemambuco, who immediately 
jumped from the pier (w^h his clothes on) to his relief, and after 
struggling for nearly twenty minutes became exhausted, when 
Thomas Batchelor, carpenter, jumped overboard to their assistance, 
and together they succeeded in saving the man. 
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J. Moss. 

On Sunday, the 19th of December 1858, three boatmen, named 
John Moss, William Axon, and Greorge Claringbold, of Walmer, 
put off ill a punt from the lugger " Stomoway," about fifteen 
miles south of Dungeness, for the purpose of attending a barque 
which had signalled for assistance ; they succeeded in doing so, and 
were returning to the lugger, when, owing to the strong wind and 
the heavy sea, the punt got under the bows of the ** Stomoway " 
and was run down, submerging the three men. Moss with great 
efforts managed to get on board the lugger, and expected the 
others were following, but Axon, having become weakened with 
being so long in the water, was not able to make sufficient exer- 
tions to save himself. Moss, therefore, at the risk of his own life, 
heroically jumped into the water, lashed a rope round Axon, and, 
with the assistance of those on board, succeeded in saving him. 
He then looked for Claringbold, and saw him on the bottom of 
the punt, some distance off, when Moss again jumped overboard, 
and assisted him on to the bobstay ; he seemed much exhausted, 
and the heroic man (Moss) had to cheer him in every way he could, 
but at length a heavy sea parted them. Moss, on getting hold of 
the bobstay again, saw Claringbold some distance off, but before 
he could reach him a second time Claringbold sank, and was not 
afterwards seen. Moss with great difficulty reached the lugger, 
thus saving the life of Axon, and using almost superhuman efforts 
to save Claringbold. 

• 

A. Russell. 

At Rock Ferry, Liverpool, a man named Robert Williams 
accidentally fell overboard from H.M.S. " Hastings " while getting 
into the pinnace ; an ebb tide was running at the time, at the 
rate of four knots an hour, and being unable to swim, he would 
in all probability have been drowned but for the gallant and 
intrepid conduct of Alexander Russell, A.B., who, immediately on 
hearing the cry of a man overboard, ran on deck, and jumping from 
the stern ladder into the water swam to his relief, and succeeded 
with great difficulty in keeping him afloat until the arrival of a 
boat, which had by this time gone to their assistance, when both 
were rescued in a very exhausted state ; thus making the fourth 
life Russell has saved under similar circumstances. 
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T. DuGOAN, 9th Regiment. 

At Galway, on the lOth of January 1859, a female while get- 
ting a pail of water accidentally fell in, and was carried away by 
the rapid current of the river Corrib, became insensible, and would 
have been drowned but for the courage and humane conduct of 
Private Thomas Duggan, of the 9th Regiment, who, immediately 
on perceiving the accident plunged into the river, with his uniform 
on, and succeeded with great difficulty in bringing her in safety to 
the shore. 

R Mansel, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 17th of January 1859, a boat containing four men 
was returning from the revenue cutter to the shore, at Pevensey, 
Sussex, when, through the heavy sea which was running, it was 
capsized and all became immersed ; when Lieutenant R Hansel, 
RN., of H.M. Coast-Guard, on seeing the accident, immediately 
rushed into the sea, and with great difficulty and risk seized hold 
of one man, named Michael Russell, and succeeded in bringing him 
safely to the shore, the other three unfortunate men being 
drowned. 

T. Haepue. 

On the 24th of August 1858, when off the island of Socotra, 
in very severe weather, a heavy sea- broke on board the vessel for- 
ward and washed a man overboard. Immediately the accident 
occurred, the engines were stopped and reversed, and life-buoy cut 
away ; I hesitated, however, in lowering a boat in such a sea, but 
Mr. T. Harpur, the boatswain, and petty officers running aft and 
clearing away the barge, I had not the heart to refuse them, it 
being in my opinion a most heroic act. The boat was lowered, 
and after getting clear from the ship, I kept the vessel as much 
as possible between the sea and the boat, to protect her, though 
the ship's rudder was much endangered thereby. The man was 
saved, but on returning, as the boat was close to the vessel, a very 
heavy sea, which I thought had overwhelmed the boat, brought 
her alongside to leeward half full of water ; the boat was nearly 
lost, and bilged alongside from the heavy sea knocking her against 
the ship. The men were saved by tackles and ropes, and the 
wreck of the boat got up. I consider Mr. Harpur, the boatswain, 
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entitled to great praise, a^ well as the men in the boat, for having 
risked their lives in order to save that of the man washed over- 
board. 

J. Newman. 

On the 29th of January 1859, as H.M.S. "Boscawen" was 
lying in Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, John Welsh, A.B., acci- 
dentally fell out of a boat coming alongside the ship under sail ; 
there was a heavy sea running at the time, which separated him 
from the boat, and before they could get to his assistance he had 
sunk, when Jack Newman, head Krooman, immediately jumped 
overboard with a rope, and by great exertion brought him along- 
side the ship. And again, on the 18th of February 1859, while 
lying in Simons Bay, Mr. C. Kidley Smith, Naval Cadet, fell out 
of the fore rigging into the sea ; there was a heavy sea running 
at the time, which prevented Mr. Smith regaining the ship, and 
delayed the boats pulling up to his assistance, and he would 
inevitably have been drowned, when Jack Newman again jumped 
overboard, swam to his relief, and rescued him. 

R. F. Boxer, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the evening of the 30th of January 1859, while H.M.S. 
" Cumberland " was lying in Stanley Harbour, South America, the 
Hon. A F. Hood, Naval Cadet, in coming down from his station 
in the mizen-top, accidentally fell overboard, striking his head 
against a boat in his fall, and would have been drowned but for 
the gallant conduct of Lieutenant E. F. Boxer, who, notwithstand- 
ing the very cold and boisterous state of the weather, immediately 
jumped overboard to his assistance, and succeeded in bringing him 
to the gangway, when both were hauled on board in a very ex- 
hausted state. 

A Hellabd. 

At Portsmouth, on the 14th of August 1858, a man named 
John Young, who had accidentally got beyond his depth while 
bathing in the sea, had sunk three times, and would in all 
probability have been drowned, but for the prompt and intrepid 
conduct of Mr. Augustus Hellard, who swam to the spot and (the 
man being under water) felt about for him, seized him, and 
succeeded with great difficulty in bringing him safely to the shore 
in a very exhausted state. 
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Chapman, Midshipman. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, on the 10th of Febraary 1859, 
while H.M S. " Boscawen " was beating up to the anchorage, dur- 
ing a furious wind and heavy head sea, a seaman named Hill was 
accidentally knocked overboard by the main-sheet, when two of 
his shipmates, Bates and Thoms, with Mr. Chapman, midshipman 
(who is only fourteen years of age), immediately leaped into the 
sea to endeavour to save Hill, who was known not to be a good 
swimmer, but the gallant efforts of the three volunteers were of 
no avail, the unfortunate man having been stunned by the blow 
that hurled him into the water, for he appears to have sunk be- 
fore Mr. Chapman could reach him, although he dived within two 
yards of the place where he fell in. The honorary bronze medals 
were awarded to Thomas Bates and Henry Thoms, who also 
jumped overboard, for their humane conduct. 

F. Daecy. 

The following is an extract of a letter from Captain J. Clarke, 
commanding Dep6t of 1 00th Regiment, Toronto, Canada : — 

" I have the honour to state that last night I sent an escort 
after one of the men of the dep6t who had been reported absent 
from tattoo. On the return of the escort, the creek bounding the 
Old Fort had, from the heavy rain, been swollen to such an extent 
that the bridge and buildings adjacent were swept away. 
Private M'Ewen, one of the escort, not being aware of this, stepped 
into the creek, then swollen into quite a rapid river, and was at 
once, although an excellent swimmer, carried away by the current. 
The other men of the escort could not, without endangering their 
own lives, give him any assistance, but Private Felix Darcy, who 
was on sentry at the gate, and was exposed to equal danger with 
the escort, jumped in with all his uniform on, and succeeded, after 
great diflSculty, in saving him. M*Ewen was so far gone that it 
required every exertion to restore him. I would beg to add one 
fact which greatly enhances this daring feat — the night was dark, 
very stormy, and extremely cold." 

Captain Snow, R.N. 

On the 6th of June 1859, a man attempted suicide by jump- 
ing from the second arch of the bridge into the Serpentine river, 
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Kensington Grardens. A park-constable ran for the drags of the 
Royal Humane Society, which are kept in constant readiness at 
the lodge on the bridge, and with great promptness and judgment 
threw them towards the drowning man, but owing to his being 
some distance from the arch, they did not reach him. The man's 
head being all this time under water, it was evident to the 
hundreds of spectators who lined the bridge and banks of the 
river that he was so far insensible as to be quite unable to help 
himself, when Captain Snow, of the Royal Marines, with the 
greatest courage and presence of mind, threw off his coat, plunged 
into the water and swam to his assistance, seized him by the hair, 
and then swimming to the life-buoy, he thrust his head and 
shoulders through it, and kept him so far out of the water as to 
prevent further danger from drowning. He was then drawn to 
the shore by the constable, and conveyed to the receiving-house 
of the Royal Humane Society, where everything being in readiness 
he was placed in a warm bath and attended by Dr. Christian, 
and soon after recovered. • 

Staff-Seejeant Glasgow, R.A. 

The following is from a despatch of Brigadier W. Carpenter, 
commanding in chief, 1st Infantry Brigade, Saugor Field 
Division : — 

"At midnight, on the 13th of August 1858, a mounted 
artilleryman. Corporal Hughes, got into the deepest part of the 
stream, his horse was swept away, and he himself on the eve of 
drowning, when staff-serjeant Glasgow, of the Royal Artillery, 
dashed amid the darkness into the foaming flood, at the imminent 
peril of his life, and saved his comrade. 

" I witnessed this brave action, and have much pleasure in 
recording it." 

Captain and Brevet-Major K Palmer, commanding 9th Battery, 
4th Brigade, Royal Artillery, says, " I was present on this occa- 
sion, and never beheld so courageous an action. The troops were 
returning from an engagement, and were obliged to cross a swollen 
nullah close to its junction with the Pysone river, near Kirwee, 
it was swollen by a flood, running with great velocity, and fifteen 
feet deep ; the night was pitch dark, and Corporal Hughes, in- 
stead of crossing the nullah, rode into the bed of the river, where 
both he and his horse were turned over by the flood. The horse 
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was drowned, and Corporal Hughes would have shared the same 
fate had not Serjeant Glasgow plunged in and by a powerful exer- 
tion of swimming extricated the man from the drowning horse 
and brought him to the bank. He was only aided by the feeble 
light of a torch." 

M. Shields. 

On February 10th, 1859, when moored off the city of Pera, 
near Kio de Janeiro, Mr. W. W. Mackworth Dolben, acting mate 
of H.M.S. " Spy," left the ship in the dingy at about 11.45 A.M., 
with Michael Shields, ordinary, and Joseph Taylor, boy of first 
class, in the boat. There was very little wind, and they sailed 
and drifted up the river for about ten miles, when the tide turned, 
and they commenced to beat back, the tide running about four 
knots, and as they were tacking at sixty yards from the Eushes 
(which run out into ten feet of water at most places), the boat caught 
against something, which was supposed to be a snag, and immedi- 
ately capsized. Mr. Dolben jumped out over the upper gunwale 
and tried to right the boat. The two seamen went out the other 
side, and as she rolled over Taylor got underneath and foul of 
the sail ; he caught hold of Mr. Dolben, who from the weight he 
had on him was totally unable to keep him up, and from the 
strong tide he could not prevent the boat from rolling over so that 
it was no support. Shields then caught hold of Taylor, and took 
him on shore, but as there was a strong outset on account of a 
branch river about fifty yards higher up, they could only fetch 
the shore some way further down. Mr. Dolben is quite confident 
that if Shields had not acted in the way he did, both Taylor and 
himself would have been drowned. 

F. Law, Lieutenant, RA. 

On the 3d of March 1859, some officers were shooting ducks 
on a lake near Mhow, in the East Indies, when Captain 0. E. 
Stirling, having shot a duck, a native, as usual, jumped in to 
recover it ; he swam to the duck and was returning, when Captain 
Stirling saw him sink, and thinking l\e had the cramp, jumped in 
to save him. When he reached him he found he was fixed and 
immoveable in the weeds ; he pulled and tugged at his hair for 
some time, but to no effect, and then he turned his head inwards, 
when, alas ! he was stuck too, and before half a minute had sunk 
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twice. He could rise however by desperate efforts to get nearer 
the shore, and when he had proceeded about ten yards he sank for 
the third time ; when Lieutenant F. Law, R.A., undressing, 
plunged in and swam to his assistance, and succeeded in bringing 
him safely to the bank. The next thing he remembered was being 
on the shore, surrounded with people trying to restore him. 
Captain Stirling says he owes his life entirely to the courage of 
his companion, Lieutenant F. Law. 

R. H. B. AiEEY, Ensign, 24th Regiment. 

At about five p.m., on the 30th of May 1859, some soldiers of 
the 24th Regiment were bathing in the river Don, near the 
barracks, SheflSeld, when one of them, Private Buckley, was seized 
with cramp, he being then in the deepest part of the river ; two 
of his comrades tried to save him, when, in the struggle for life 
made by the drowning man, all sank. Ensign R H. B. Airey, 
of the 24th Regiment, who was dressing on the bank of the river, 
immediately called out to the men to let Buckley go, when, half 
dressed as he was, he plunged into the river, arid dived, seizing 
Buckley (who was helpless) by the hair of his head, and swam to 
the shore with him. The officers and men who were present and 
witnessed the affair aU affirmed that, but for Ensign Airey's exer- 
tions, the man would hate lost his life, as he was partly uncon- 
scious, and totally helpless from cramp in both legs, and the 
quantity of water he had swallowed. 

W. H. Mackintosh, M.D., R.A. 

Between three and four o'clock p.m., on the 9th of July 1859, 
as James Murphy, gunner, R.A., was bathing at the bottom of the 
cliffs, under Fort George, Guernsey, he sank in about twelve or 
fourteen feet of water, with a strong ebb tide running out towards 
the sea, when Surgeon W. H. Mackintosh, M.D., of the 10th 
Brigade, RA., hearing the alarm of a man drowning, ran rapidly 
down the cliffs, which are about two hundred feet high, stripping 
off his clothes on the way, and plunged into the sea, whilst in a 
profuse perspiration, swam to the place indicated by soldiers on 
the cliff above, and there dived, seized the man by the back of the 
hair, and swam to the shore with the body against a strong ebb tide 
which was running seawards. Resuscitation was then persevered 
in for about half-an-hour by Dr. Mackintosh, who remained naked 



236 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

as he was on the beach with the body during that period, until 
respiration was re-established, and life gradually returned. Had 
not the opportune assistance of Dr. Mackintosh been so promptly 
afforded, gunner James Murphy most decidedly would have lost 
his life. 

Captain T. W. Woodall. 

On the 9th of June 1859, whilst bathing under Duncannon 
Fort, County Wexford, Ireland, at which place his regiment was 
quartered, J. E. Gibson, Esq., surgeon of the Koyd Elthorne 
Light Infantry, was carried out by a strong current, and being 
but a very poor swimmer, was unable to get in again, and would 
in all probability have been drowned but for the very gallant con- 
duct of his friend. Captain T. W. Woodall, of the same regiment, 
who was bathing about seventy yards distant, and on hearing the 
calls for assistance, swam as fast as he could to his aid, and after 
very great exertion and much presence of mind, having had to let 
go his hold several times from exhaustion, succeeded in reaching 
the shore, and thus saving the life of his friend. 

G. NiCHOLLS. 

At Hayle, in Cornwall, there were several persons bathing on 
the 19th of August 1859, when Mr. Gregory NichoUs, B.A., a 
graduate of St. John's College, Cambridge, perceived that two 
young ladies were being rapidly carried seaward by the receding 
tide and in great danger ; he immediately swam to their rescue, 
and by taking hold of one of them by the arm, tried to swim in 
a direct line to the rocks ; but finding the tide too strong to be 
able to make any progress against it whatever with the two, he 
asked one to take hold of him, thinking by this means he might 
reach the rocks and save one. The young lady grasped him 
round the neck, and they both sank ; she then let go, and both 
rose to the surface. Perceiving that the waves were breaking 
about fifty yards on his right, which showed there was shallow 
water there, he took hold of one young girl (they were clinging 
to each other), and by swimming with one hand, he at length, 
after great exertion, brought them to a place where he could just 
touch, and by drawing them towards him, he brought them in 
safety to the shore. Mr. Nicholls was much exhausted with his 
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exertions, and had he not been there, the ladies would certainly 
have been drowned. 

R. White. 

During the excitement caused by extinguishing a fire at the 
Mauritius, at midnight on the 17th of May 1857, two privates 
of the 5th Fusiliers, named Patrick Shehan and Patrick Boyle, 
fell into the sea at Port Louis, and would inevitably have been 
drowned, as they could not swim, had not Private Robert White, 
of the same regiment, at great risk to himself, jumped into the 
water, and after a quarter of an hour's exertion succeeded in sav- 
ing them. 

In consequence of the regiment having been sent to India to 
aid in quelling the late mutiny, steps could not be taken earlier 
to lay the case before the Royal Humane Society. 

J. GrOURNAY. 

As the passengers were leaving the French mail-packet 
"Alliance " on the 9th of July 1859, Mr. S. R. Elmes, a gentle- 
man, seventy years of age, fell between the quay and the vessel, 
the water being eighteen feet in depth. Captain J. Goumay 
being informed of the circumstance immediately jumped over- 
board, and finding Mr. Elmes could not swim, succeeded in saving 
the old man, who must infallibly have been drowned but for the 
prompt decision and the cool devotion of Goumay. He had pre- 
viously saved many lives, and was awarded the Cross of the Legion 
of Honour for his gallantry by his Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of the French. 

J. R. Bbidson. 

On the 15th of July last, a man named George Balmer was 
engaged with his brother in bringing a yacht, the property of 
Thomas littledale, Esq., of Liverpool, to her moorings in Bowness 
Bay, in Lake Windermere, when, being struck by the boom of the 
yacht, he was precipitated into the lake. At this juncture, J. R. 
Bridson, .Esq., of Bolton-le-Moors, who was cruising near, by him- 
self, in his own yacht, threw out his life-buoy, but the poor man 
was incapable of getting hold of it, seeing which Mr. Bridson 
plunged into the lake, swam to the spot, and diving after Balmer, 
who had sunk for the third time, succeeded in bringing him up 
and placing him on the buoy, whence he was quickly removed by 
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a boat that was hastening to the spot of the accident Mr. 
Bridson then swam back to his own yacht, which was about thirty 
or forty yards distant. Had it not been for the cool daring and 
presence of mind displayed by Mr. Bridson, Balmer would most 
imdoubtedly have met with a watery grave. 

J. K. Whitehead. 

Mr. H. W. Goodered was sitting fishing from the steps of Ryde 
pier on the 15th of September 1859, when he accidentally fell 
into the water, which was about nine feet deep ; the tide setting 
strong to the westward, carried him away, and being an imperfect 
swimmer, he began to sink, when Mr. J. K. Whitehead, R.N., 
unhesitatingly sprang into the water, and, though the current was 
very strong and his companion clinging to him, he with great 
difficulty managed to keep him above water until a boat came to 
their rescue. A more gallant action was never witnessed than 
that performed by this intrepid officer, reflecting the highest credit 
on the service to which he is attached, and when evidently ex- 
hausted from his untiring exertions, he still remembered his noble 
object, and never once released his hold until he was rescued from 
his perilous position. 

C. C. Fbaser, Major, 7th Hussaes. 

During the battle of the Raptee, on the 31st of December, 
1858, on the frontiers of Nepaul, Major Stisted and four men of 
the 7 th Hussars were washed on to a sandbank in the middle of 
the foaming torrent, and as their horses had been drowned, there 
seemed no chance of their lives being saved, when the Lieutenant- 
Colonel in command of the 7th Hussars, Sir W. Russell, Bart., 
called for a volunteer to swim out to them. Msgor Charles 
Craufurd Fraser begged to be allowed to go, and he swam out to 
them under a sharp fire from the enemy, who were on the opposite 
side, and after great difficulty, owing to the rapidity of the stream, 
he reached them. They were quite exhausted, but he succeeded 
in saving the lives of Major Stisted and the men with him. It 
was a most dangerous service, and was most gallantly performed 
by him, when we call to mind that Major Fraser at the time had 
only a partial use of his right hand, owin^ to a severe wound 
which he had received at the battle of Kewabgunge^ and from 
which he had not nearly recovered. 
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T. Coleman and R Dowung. 

On the 7tli of July 1859, at ten o'clock in the evening, ajs 
Thomas Coleman and Robert Dowling were conversing near the 
water's edge, at Portobelld harbour, Dublin, they heard a scream 
and a splash ; Coleman threw off his coat and hat and plunged in 
(he was otherwise fully dressed). Upon rising to the surface 
he came in contact with William Salter, a boy about fourteen 
years of age ; he became exhausted, and would undoubtedly have 
been drowned had not Dowling at this juncture jumped in, coat 
and all as he was, and by great exertions succeeded in landing the 
two safely on the bank. Just as they were on tein^a firma, the 
body of John Farrell was observed to float by slowly and heavily, 
partly on the surface, upon observing which Coleman again plunged 
in, and by an almost syperhuman efibrt succeeded in landing the 
apparently lifeless body of Farrell, who remained in a state of de- 
lirium for five days after. When we remember that the water 
was about twelve feet deep, and the night far advanced, all will 
agree in saying that this was a most courageous act. 

J. M. Anderson. 

As several gentlemen were bathing at Springvale, County 
Derry, Ireland, on the 25th of August 1859, Mr. J. M. Anderson 
observed that Mr. R W. Guinness was being carried seaward by 
the tide, which was running very strong, and throwing off part 
of his clothes sprang into the water, and after much exertion, 
without aid from any one, although many persons were on the 
shore, succeeded in rescuing Mr. Guinness, who was completely 
exhausted and ready to sink. After he had brought Mr. Guinness 
on shore, Mr. Anderson, naked as he was, obtained a boat from 
another part of the beach and after great exertion also saved Mr. 
A. T. Carson, who was being carried out to sea by the tide, he 
having been in the water more than an hour. The sea was in a 
very boisterous state at the time of the accident. 

W. Smith. 

On Friday the 2d of September 1859, as David Birkenshaw, a 
seaman on board the steam-ship " Indian," was at work on the 
bowsprit of that ship at Montreal, Canada, he slipped and fell into 
about eighteen feet of water and was in great danger, when 
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Captain William Smith, commanding the same ship, immediately 
jumped in after him without waiting to remove any of his clothing. 
The man clung so tightly to him that at one time he ran great 
risk of losing his life, but after great exertion Captain Smith 
succeeded in rescuing Birkenshaw, who soon recovered from the 
shock occasioned by the immersion he had suffered. 

During the Crimean war. Captain Smith was employed in the 
transport service, and succeeded in saving the life of a soldier 
under similar circumstances. 

A. Gbeenfosld. 

At half-past six o^clock a.m. on the 6th October 1859, as A. 
Qreenfield, coast-guardsman, was on duty at Rottingdean Gap, 
near Brighton, he heard cries for assistance proceeding from the 
water ; and on hastening to the spot he saw a young man, named 
Lewis, in great danger, he having been drawn out of his depth 
by the undertow of the surf. Greenfield at once swam to his 
assistance, but being quite exhausted, was obliged to let Lewis 
go, and return to the beach, when, having rested for about half 
a minute, he again made an attempt to save the drowning man, 
which was happily successful, but both were so weak that they 
were obliged to have assistance to walk up the beach. 

F. Cavill. 

When beatiug round Cape Leuwin (Australia), in the ship 
" Areta," last May, a boy fell from aloft overboard and disappeared ; 
the ship was at the time going fast through the water, with a 
heavy swell. A man named Frederick CaviU, on coming down the 
main rigging, saw the boy fall, and immediately sprang after him, 
dived and brought him up, but passed quickly astern ; before the 
ship's way could be stopped, and the boat lowered, some time had 
elapsed, and both were out of sight; however, the noble fellow 
held the boy (who could not swim) bravely up, and ultimately both 
were saved. 

W. F. Beaumont. 

On the 25th October 1859, an apprentice named Wynn, 
belonging to the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamer 
" Haddington," accidentally fell overboard at sea, when IVIr. W. 
F. Beaumont, third officer, knowing that Wynn could not swim, 
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immediately jumped overboard, while the ship was going at the 
rate of eight knots an hour, in the attempt to save him, and 
remained in the water for the space of half-an-hour, until picked 
up by the boat, the unfortunate youth having been drowned. 

P. Seckeb. 

On the 28th of December 1859, about 9.35 p.m., H.M.S. 
" Ruby," while steaming towards Flamborough Head, came into 
collision with a brig named the " Grace," when, besides carrying 
away her bowsprit, two men were thrown overboard, one of whom 
was unfortunately drowned, but the other, William Borthwick, 
was saved by the courage and intrepidity of Peter Seeker, A.B., 
who immediately jumped overboard and rescued him, although 
knowing at the time that the " Ruby " was without boats, and 
his only chance was by being picked up by his own vessel. 

Cameeon and F. Davies. 

At one P.M., on the 27th of January 1860, the hands were sent 
aloft to furl sails, when Neil Sinclair, A.B., fell from the foreyard 
between H.M.S. under my command and the hulk " Bellerophon," 
sustaining fatal contusions in the fall Mr. Cameron, who was 
on the forecastle at the. time, immediately jumped overboard, at 
the imminent peril of his life, notwithstanding there was a strong 
tide running at the time, and caught Sinclair, who was in the act 
of sinking, and kept him up until assistance arrived. 

Frederick Davies, A.B., although on the sick-list, gallantly 
jumped overboard from the sick-bay of the " Bellerophon " hulk to 
assist in saving Sinclair. 

W. U. Heygate. 

On the night of the 17th of February 1860, the butler of Mr. 
Heygate, of Brent, Pelham Hall, was crossing the yard, when, 
through the darkness of the night, he missed his way and acciden- 
tally fell into a large reservoir of water, fifteen feet deep and 
partially covered with ice. His screams were heard by the servants 
in the hall, and Mr. Heygate, on hearing the alarm, immediately 
ran out^ taking off his coat and waistcoat as he ran. When he 
reached the edge of the reservoir, the drowning man had sunk. 
Mr. Heygate immediately jumped into the water to his relief, dived 
once, but with no success, and notwithstanding the excessive coldr 
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ness of the water, he persevered until he found the body, and on 
raising it to the surface brought it to the side of the reservoir, 
when, with assistance, he succeeded, with great difficulty, in raising 
the body of the man until it was drawn up, in an insensible state, 
Mr. Hey gate himself being exhausted and nearly stupefied with the 
cold. 

K H. Seymoue, Mate, R.N. 

On the morning of the 11th of January 1860, whilst H.M.S. 
" Imp^rieuse " was steaming at the . rate of seven knots an hour 
through the Rbia Straits, a marine named Parkes fell overboard 
from a maindeck port, when Mr. Edward H. Seymour, mate 
(although the accident was not then known on deck, and the ship 
still under steam), instantly jumped after him, and persisted in his 
attempt to save the man by diving several times. When it is 
considered that it was a region known to be infested with sharks, 
much praise is due to Mr. Seymour for his perseverance in remain- 
ing near the spot where the man sank, and not resorting to the 
life-buoy for his own safety until all hopes of success were in vain. 

J. Bean. 

At sea, on Sunday the 26th of February 1860, a seaman 
named Arnold, belonging to H.M.S. " Hannibal," was in the act 
of baling out his boat, when his piggen slipped from his hand, and, 
endeavouring to recover it, he overbalanced himself and fell into 
the water. The ship's company being at prayers, the accident 
was unobserved on board until a Maltese cargo boat, passing some 
distance from the ship, gave the alarm, when James Bean (boy, 
first class), being on the lower deck at the time, immediately 
jumped out of a port and succeeded in reaching Arnold just as 
he was in the act of sinking, and supported him imtil a boat came 
to their assistance, when both were rescued. 

J. MOEGAN. 

At Abergavenny is a joint counties pauper asylum, in which are 
about 800 female patients, and on the 13th of April 1860, a 
large number of the female lunatics were brought out to a walk 
by the side of the river opposite to the race-course, and from which 
they would see something of the sport going on on the other side. 
Suddenly one of the patients — a fine middle-aged woman — saw 
among the crowd on the opposite bank her husband, who is a 
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confectioner at Newport, and was hawking his wares among the 
people. With a wild scream she ran down the bank and precipi- 
tated, herself into the foaming torrent, and attention was drawn 
to her just as the horses were about to start for the Club Stakes. 
A scene of terror ensued such as cannot be described. The poor 
woman was carried rapidly down the stream, yelling for aid when 
her head came above water. The assembled crowd deserted the 
racing to rush to the river's bank, and shouted with dismay and ex- 
citement as each plunge seemed to be the last the victim would give. 
A man, named Josiah Morgan, threw off his overclothing and 
dashed straight towards her amid tremendous cheers ; but when 
he reached the middle of the stream the strength of the current 
bore him away for some distance. In vain he turned and tried 
to ascend ; he too became visibly exhausted, and it now seemed 
imminent that two human beings must perish untimely in the 
sight of a frantic crowd, who were utterly powerless to save them. 
The man, however, managed to gain the side and held on to some 
overhanging bushes, while the body of the woman, who had ceased 
struggling, and was now supposed to be dead, floated towards him. 
At this juncture she sank, and the man with a last effort dived 
after her. The brief space when they were submerged appeared 
an age, but the brave fellow had grasped the drowning woman's 
hair, and pulled her in towards the shore. The bank was steep, but 
they were both got out more dead than alive. The usual restora- 
tives were applied to the persons almost miraculously saved from 
death, and they both recovered. 

Mb. Pilbrow. 

On the 2 2d of September 1859, the steamer " Bengal," when 
at anchor in the river Hoogley, near Calcutta, Major Ormsby acci- 
dentally fell from the gangway leading to the shore and was carried 
away by the strong current of the river, when Mr. Pilbrow, third 
olflcer of the steamer << Hindoostan " immediately took off his 
jacket and gallantly plunged into the stream, swam to his assist- 
ance, and succeeded in bringing him to the gangway, when both 
were assisted on board the " Bengal " in a very exhausted state. 

J. Grant. 

On the morning of the 19th of February 1860, James Harring- 
ton, supernumerary second-class boy, who was evidently not at 
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the time in his right mind, jumped overboard from one of the 
maindeck ports, the ship at the time being imder single-reefed 
topsails and courses, and going five knots. Directly the alarm 
was given, James Grant, A.B., who was on deck at the time, 
rushed aft, and seeing the boy struggling in the water, jumped 
overboard from the tafifrail, swam to him, and carried him to the 
life-buoy, whence they were both taken by one of the cutters and 
conveyed on board. 

L. Ching, Midshipman. 

On the 4th of May I860, a seaman, named Alfred Dray, who, 
whilst employed painting H.M.S. " Fawn," accidentally fell over- 
board into the sea off Cape of Good Hope, and not being able to 
swim, would have been drowned, but for the prompt and praise- 
worthy conduct of Mr. Lawrence Ching, midshipman, who imme- 
diately jumped overboard (the ship was at the time sailing before 
the wind at the rate of one and a half knots per hour), swam to 
his assistance, and supported him imtil a boat reached them. 

Great credit is also due to Mr. Samuel libby, master, who, on 
seeing the man struggling with Mr. Ching, jumped overboard and 
rendered assistance. 

W. W. Anderson, RN. 

On the 13th of June 1860, wlien the ship was going five knots 
an hour, two men fell overboard from off a lower-deck port. On 
the cry of << Man overboard !*' Mr. Anderson, who was on the poop, 
immediately jumped overboard from the taffrail, and by the en- 
couragement of his voice materially assisted in keeping the men 
afloat until picked up by the boat On the 15th of July 1860, 
a seaman fell overboard from the mizen-chains, when Mr. 
Anderson again jumped overboard from a gun-room port, -and 
endeavoured to take the life-buoy to the man, who was in a very 
exhausted condition when rescued by the boat. 

And on the 15th of July 1860, when on board H.M.S. 
" Cadmus," at sea, a boy accidentally fell overboard, when Mr. 
Anderson again jumped overboard and rescued him. 

Mr. Hawkins. 

On the 11th of June 1860, WiUiam Dosewell, A.B., fell from 
the main rigging into the water, and in falling struck against the 
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dingey, and broke his left leg. Mr. Hawkins was on the fore- 
castle, but saw the man falling, and rushing aft, plunged overboard 
instantly, dressed as he was, from the upper deck, and diving after 
the man^ who had sunk, not only brought him to the surtistce, but 
supported him until a boat came to his assistance. 

A. COOPEB. 

On the 26th of March 1 860, while the ship " Agincourt " was 
lying in Port Philip Bay, Australia, Mr. Samuel Gardner, mid- 
shipman, accidentally fell overboard. The night being dark 
and tempestuous, he, being unable to swim, must have been 
drowned but for the gallant conduct of Mr. Austin Cooper, second 
officer, who immediately jumped overboard and swam to his assist- 
ance and supported him until a boat arrived, when both were 
taken on board. Mr. Cooper was much exhausted by his gallant 
efforts, and one of his hands much iigured by contact with the 
ship's copper. 

A BOMUALDO. 

On the 31st of May 1860, a seaman, named Brown, whilst in the 
act of stepping from b boat on board a steamer, fell into the water. 
Being in a state of intoxication, and unable to swim, he imme- 
diately sank. Ananstacio Eomualdo immediately plunged afber 
him, and on the first attempt was unsuccessful in discovering 
Brown ; he returned to the surface for the purpose of breathing, 
and a second time dived after Brown, whom afber some delay he 
found, and succeeded in bringing* him to the surface in a state of 
insensibility. The river, at all times very dense and thick, was 
at this period unusually muddy, in consequence of the heavy rains, 
and the current running at the rate of six or seven miles an hour ; 
and had he not succeeded in grasping the painter of a boat that 
was towing astern, so great was his exhaustion that he would have 
been swept away by the current, and they would both have inevi- 
tably perished. 

D. Uequhakt. 

On Sunday, the 19 th inst., twelve individuals — six males and 
as many females — left Achnagart and Belong, ia the parish of 
Kincardine, Ross-shire, with the intention of going to the Free 
Church in the parish of Criech, Sutherlandshire. These two 
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parishes are separated by the Dornoch Firth and the river OykilL 
The party, instead of taking the ferry, took a salmon fishing-boat, 
or coble, which might comfortably carry seven or eight persons 
only ; and though the wind was high, the firth rather stormy, the 
boat overloaded, and the sail too large, ever3rthing went on well 
till they were about one mile and a quarter from Bonar Bridge. 
There it was considered expedient to take down the sail, and while 
so doing the boat took in some water, which so alarmed some of 
the females as to cause them to spring to the opposite side of the 
boat. She immediately filled, capsized, and appears to have more 
than once turned upside down in a part of the firth which at the 
time was from twelve to fourteen feet deep, and is considered 300 
or 400 yards from the shore. All were thrown into the water. 
Only two could swim. These were Donald Urquhart, a sailor, 
and Alexander Ross. The former had his father and sister with 
him ; the latter had his wife, a son, and daughter. On look- 
ing about him, Alexander Ross's attention was attracted to his 
daughter struggling in the waves. He seized hold and attempted 
to save her, but, after an earnest efibrt, he felt that he was in the 
utmost peril of losing his own life without any prospect of saving 
that of his daughter — a girl of sixteen years of age. He was 
most reluctantly forced to let her go, on which he succeeded in 
swimming about twenty yards, when he found that he could stand, 
though the water reached to his neck. Donald Urquhart, observ- 
ing Ross's daughter sinking head foremost, swam directly to the 
spot, got hold of her, and swam with her to her father, who could 
keep the girl's head above water. With a moment's delay, 
Urquhart swam back, in the face of a strong wind and rapid cur- 
rent, to the others, who were helplessly struggling for life. 
Observing a female in the act of being submerged, he made for 
the spot where she disappeared, dived after her to the bottom 
(twelve feet), succeeded in bringing her to the surface and swim- 
ming with her to her husband — for she happened to be Ross's 
wife. Urquhart, with all possible expedition, for the third time 
swam bravely to the scene of the disastrous calamity, dived, as on the 
previous occasion, and now brought two females from the bottom. 
With these he emerged quite close to the boat, which was rolling 
in the waves, and to which he found another female clinging, but 
in imminent danger of sinking into the surging water. She 
managed to get hold of his dothes, as did her sister — one of the 
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two rescued and brought from the bottom. The other was his 
own sister, who was in a state of utter unconsciousness. The 
noble fellow has no distinct recollection of the manner in which he 
now conducted himself, but he struggled desperately to bring the 
three with him to Alexander Ross. With his unconscious sister 
in one hand, and the two sisters (Ann and Bella Eoss) clinging to 
his clothes, Urquhart made the most determined and energetic 
struggles with the one free hand to carry these to where the other 
rescued ones were in the water. Without any human aid he 
succeeded, although he was much exhausted and quite bewildered 
Five were still in the bottom of the firth — amongst them his own 
father ; but the brave fellow could do no more, and his helpless 
sister demanded all his attention. Hitherto none of the multitude 
of spectators who had witnessed the catastrophe at various dis- 
tances were able to render any assistance ; but when they were 
able their services were of little avail None of the five who sank 
to the bottom were rescued alive. 

Ensign Chute, 8th Regiment, and P. Quigley, 

8th Regiment. 

At Spithead, on the 4th of September 1860, the evening before 
the 8th King's Regiment disembarked from the troop-ship "Clara," 
an officer's servant, while attempting to close the sash of one of 
the stem ports, fell into the sea. Fortunately the splash 
attracted the attention of some persons on the poop : Ensign 
Chute instantly undressed and jumped from the taflfrail ; private 
Quigley undressed and plunged into the water from the gangway. 
The tide was running strong, and long before the quarter-boat 
could be lowered they were swept astern, and lost sight of by those 
on deck. The drowning man was first seen by Quigley ; but 
Ensign Chute, who was nearest to him, pushed a life -buoy towards 
him, but the man, who could not swim, was too exhausted 
to cling to it. Ensign Chute then seized the body, and, assisted 
by private Quigley, managed to support it until picked up by the 
boat, at a distance of 300 yards from the ship. 

Rev. S. M. Dill, D.D. 

On Friday, the 14th September 1860, a man named Hammill, 
lately a patient in a lunatic asylum, came to Portstewart, ColerainOi 
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accompanied by two relatives. While walking with theili near 
the sea-shore, he suddenly broke from them, and running over the 
rocks plunged into the. sea. A crowd of people quickly assembled, 
but no one either could or would make any attempt to save the 
drowning man, who soon ceased to struggle, and was carried by 
the tide out to sea. At this time the Rev. Dr. Samuel Marcus 
Dill, of Ballymena, hearing what had occurred, ran down to the 
rocks, and seeing that none of those present were making any 
effective efforts to save the drowning man, quickly undressed and 
swam out to his relief ; and having turned the body on its back 
to keep the £Eice above water, swam with it to the shore in an in- 
sensible state. A medical man was quickly in attendance, and, 
after a considerable time and much exertion, animation was 
restored. 

W. R Kennedy, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the 22d June 1860, a seaman, named John Sier, acciden- 
tally fell overboard from H.M.S. "Wasp *' at sea, and although 
the life-buoy was let go as soon as possible, and immediate steps 
were taken to bring the ship to, and to lower a boat, he would 
most certainly have been drowned, had it not been for the expert 
swimming, combined with the intrepidity and presence of mind 
of Lieut William R Kennedy, who at once sprang overboard and 
succeeded in placing the drowning man on the life-buoy until the 
arrival of the boat which had gone to their assistance. 

K Hakdingb, Captain, RK 

On the 20th of July 1860, during a passage from the Cape of 
(jood Hope to the Mauritius, H.M.S. " Persian," commanded by 
Captain Edward Hardinge, experienced a severe gale of wind 
towards evening, the weather looking still more threatening. A 
little boy fell overboard. On hearing the cry, the commander 
immediately directed the first lieutenant to heave the ship to, and 
running himself to the life-buoy tried to let it go. The port-fire 
attached to the life-buoy lighted, but the buoy hung. A rope was 
thrown to the child, who caught it; but the headway of the vessel 
dragged the poor creature under water, and he let go the rope 
with a cry of despair. The gallant commander jumped at once 
into the sea, in his uniform : a good, swimmer, he soon reached 
the boy and held him up. A tremendous sea then struck them, 
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and tore the lad from his grasp. Captain Hardinge made another 
plunge and seized the boy by the hair. The life-buoy was in the 
water, the port-fire fortunately burning a beacon to Hardinge, as 
well as the whale-boat from the ship ; and Captain Hardinge kept 
the boy up, cheering and encouraging him whilst striving his best 
to reach the life-huoy ; it was, however, still fifty yards distant in a 
very heavy sea, and his strength well-nigh expended when the 
whale-boat reached them and saved both the commander - and 
the boy. 

Mr. Harton. 

On the 29th of August 1860, a female had been engaged in 
teaching music ; and on leaving the house, she made her way 
towards the river Shannon, at Banagher ; and as the quay and 
bridge were unfrequented by any persons at that early hour, hurled 
herself from the iron rails of the moveable part of the bridge, a 
height of thirty feet, into the deep and swollen ciirrent below. 
An alarm was given, when Mr. Harton immediately ran to the spot, 
and gallantly plunged in and swam to her assistance ; she having 
floated down, upheld by her clothes, some distance. Mr. Harton 
seized hold of her as she was sinking, and by strenuous efibpts sup- 
ported her until a bgat arrived. When taken out of the water she 
was quite insensible ; but Mr. Harton, being a medical student, used 
such ren^edies as he could for her recovery, until she was brought 
to land and removed to the house where she had been teaching. 

J. KiLLINGBECK. 

At Woodhouse Hill, Hunslet, near Leeds, on the 6th of Novem- 
ber 1660, a boy, fifteen years of age, named Joseph Sheldon, waa 
in the act of emptying the water out of a bucket, and while so 
doing made a false step and fell backwards down a well, eighteen 
yards deep, and containing eighteen feet of water. A younger 
brother of Sheldon, who was passing at the time, heard him cry 
out for help, and soon two men were on the spot. One of fhem, 
named Samuel Brooksbank, ran the bucket down towards the water 
for the boy to catch hold of; but before it had reached the water, 
a young man, named Joseph Eallingbeck, with the spirit of a hero, 
told Brooksbank to hold to the handle, and, without hesitating for 
one moment, ran down the chain. When he got to the water he 
called the boy by name, and he, having by this time got his head 
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out of the water and grasped the chain, replied in a tone indicat- 
ing great exhaustion, and begged Killingbeck to rescue him, as he 
could not hold any longer. Holding the boy by one hand and 
the chain by the other, Killingbeck called those above to draw up. 
When the boy was out of the water he was found to be very heavy 
from being drenched with wet, and they had ascended but a short 
way when Killingbeck told the boy to hold fast to the chain, aj3 
he should be obliged to change hands. After this they ascended 
at a moderate pace, Killingbeck beiug apprehensive, from the 
stretching and vibration of the chain, that a new disaster was 
pending. Having got about midway between the water and the 
top of the well, the chain suddenly broke, and both were preci- 
pitated into the water at the bottom. Killingbeck immediately 
rose to the surface, threw himself on his back on the water, waited 
for the boy coming up, and as he appeared, caught hold of him. 
The boy then seized the chain and drew himself a little higher up, 
and standing upon Killingbeck's leg was held for a time out of 
the water. Killingbeck, who had now become very much fatigued 
told the boy he must try and make an effort to move some way 
or other, as he could not support him any longer. The boy then 
resolved to ascend the well, and called to those on the top to draw 
up, and was then landed in safety. The chain was then sent down 
to Killingbeck, who tied it round him, and also safely reached 
the top. • • 

A. Gk)LLAN. 

On the 1st November 1859, a party of eight persons had gone 
to bathe on the banks of the river Jabolllo, Pemambuco, when 
one of them, named Johnston, expressed a wish to cross the river 
(which at that place was thirty feet deep and about twenty yards 
wide). One of the party volunteered to carry him over on his back ; 
Johnston caught hold of the swimmer by the shoulders and hung 
like a log straight down his back, thereby preventing him from 
using his legs at all ; both had gone under water several times, 
and at last separated, the swimmer making for the shore in a very 
exhausted state, when Mr. Alexander Gollan, who was already 
dressed, on seeing what had happened, immediately plunged into 
the river, and catching Johnston (who was going down probably 
for the last time) by the hair succeeded in bringing him safe to 
the shore. 
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C. GOLDSMID. 

At Gibraltar, on the night of the 27th September 1860, a 
volunteer of the Garibaldian Legion, being intoxicated, accidentally 
fell overboard, and would have been drowned but for the prompt 
and intrepid conduct of Captain C. Goldsmid, of the I.S. 
"Melazzo," who immediately jumped overboard, dived, and 
supported him until assistance came. 

S. Court, RN. 

Between the 1st and 10th of May 1858, whilst walking the 
poop of H.M.S. " Calcutta," which ship I commanded, lying at 
anchor off the mouth of the Peiho river, WiUiam Wire, A.B., fell 
from the port foretopmast rigging, struck the chains, and fell 
overboard insensible. Mr. S. Court, master, who was putting off 
in the cutter of H.M.S. " Furious," without divesting himself of 
an article of dress, jumped overboard and saved him. Mr. 
Court's services were acknowledged by the Commander-in-chief, 
Sir M. Seymour, who expressed personally his appreciation and 
admiration of his conduct, as preparations were making at thi^ 
time for the attack on the Taku Forts and advance on Tientsin. 

J. Feaseb. 

On the 11th September 1860, at noon, a royal salute was 
fired from the ship in honour of the Emperor of Russia's birthday. 
At the commencement of the salute Aplin was coming in along the 
port swinging-boom, and was close to the muzzle of the first gun 
when fired. He was blown away by the explosion and fell into the 
water ; there was a very heavy sea and a strong wind from S.E. 
(from which quarter the heaviest sea rolls into this gulf). The 
accident was not noticed for some seconds, but on the gunner's 
mate observing it, John Fraser, boy, who was standing on the- 
forecastle, immediately jumped overboard and dived imder water. 
He succeeded in laying hold of Aplin's hair and bringing him to 
the surface, but was beaten under water by the force of the waves ; 
he, however, contrived to lay hold of one foot and again bring 
him to the surface ; the force of the waves again drove both under 
water, and it was not without very great exertions that Fraser was 
again enabled to regain the surface with his burden. With 
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assistance, Eraser was enabled to pass a rope round Aplin's body, 
and by this means he was brought on board ; when seen immedi- 
ately afterwards by the medical officer of the ship, he was seem- 
ingly lifeless, and the usual medical treatment having been adopted 
animation was restored ; the whole of one side was severely burnt, 
but eventually he perfectly recovered. 

A. Keay. 

At Thorn Island, Pembroke, on the 31st December 1860, 
gunner Michael Burke went into the water to swim to the 
detachment boat which was washed off the landing by the high 
tide and heavy sea ; he had tied a rope round his waist but it 
was too short and a second rope was fastened to it, but un- 
fortunately the knot gave way and the man was carried away by 
the tide, when acting bombardier Alexander Keay stripped and 
plunged into the sea to his relief, but through the heavy surf he 
was unable to reach him, and after being in the water ten minutes 
struggling with the waves he was at last thrown up on the rocks 
in a very exhausted state. The unfortunate man Burke was 
drowned. 

S. Ellis and J. Bate. 

On the 21st February 1861, in the midst of a fierce gale, and 
whilst trying to hoist a gig up to save it from swamping, Thomas 
Stevens, leading seaman, fell overboard. Such was the strength 
of the wind that all the boats were unmanageable, and Thomas 
Stevens, who could swim very little, was about to sink, though 
oars and other articles were thrown within his reach. At the 
risk of his life, Samuel Ellis, second captain of the foretop, jumped 
from the troop boat astern, and by powerful swimming against 
the wind and sea reached the drowning man, at the same time that 
John Bate slipped down by a rope from the quarter of the ship^ 
and together they held him up until the gig was lowered and 
picked them all up under the stem of the ship. Had they been 
carried away from the immediate vicinity of the ship's stem no 
efforts of ours could have saved him. Samuel Ellis was also 
instmmental in saving the life of William Osmand, of H.M.S. 
<< Cambridge," who had accidentally fallen overboard into the 
Hamoaze on the 4th of September 1862. 
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G. D. FiTZEOY, LiKUT., RN., AND W. Mettees. 

On the 29 th July 1861, shortly after the retreat was beaten 
from evening quarters, Frederick Pringle, ordinary seaman, fell 
overboard from the starboard quarter, and being unable to swim 
could not reach the life-buoy which had been let down close to 
him. As the people were nearly all below at the moment 
shifting clothing, there was some delay before the life-boat could 
be lowered, when Lieutenant G. D. Fitzroy, RN., jumped over- 
board, swam to him, and grasped him by the hair as he was sink- 
ing ; Pringle then seized Lieutenant Fitzroy round the neck, and 
both vrere sinking, when William Metters, who had jumped over- 
board immediately after Lieutenant Fitzroy reached the spot, 
disengaged Lieutenant Fitzroy, and both kept Pringle afloat until 
the boat reached them. 

J. H. CoxoN, Lieutenant, RN. 

At sea, on the 24th April 1861, Alexander Thorn, caulker, of 
H.M.S. " Hero," accidentally fell overboard, and after several 
ineffectual attempts to reach the life-buoy he would have been 
drowned but for the gallant conduct of Lieutenant James H. 
Coxon, who jumped overboard from the ward-room stem-port 
and succeeded in pushing the life-buoy within reach of the drown- 
ing man until the boat picked them both up in a very exhausted 
state. 

A. Alington. 

On Sunday, 5th May 1861, James Brown, a private. Royal 
Engineers, who had been sent on board at Gibraltiu: a << lunatic," 
for a passage to England, was walking to and fro on the upper 
deck, under charge, when suddenly he eluded his keeper and 
jumped overboard. The '^ Megsera " was at this time off Lisbon, 
when Lieutenant A. Alington, who was on the upper deck, hearing 
the cry of " A man overboard !" ran for one of the hand life-buoys, 
and as the man floated aft threw it as near him as possible ; but 
observing that he was apparently bewildered, and judging that the 
man woiQd be drowned through fright before a boat could 
reach him, he (Lieutenant Alington), considering thus, threw off 
his coat and jumped overboard, swam towards the man, but ob- 
serving his wild looks on getting near him he came to the con- 
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elusion that bis friend was the madman ; he swam to the life-buoy 
and struck out with it towards the man, who was then showing 
evident signs of soon going down, his head being under water and 
the seas washing over him ; at this moment the boat reached the 
spot, and passing between the two people in the water, both were 
rescued in a very exhausted state. 

W. Williams. 

William Williams, captain's coxswain, on the afternoon of the 
25th February 1861, jumped overboard to rescue his shipmate, 
R Hill, from a watery grave. The latter unfortunately fell from 
the main-topmast head, struck against a topsail-yard, and dropped 
into the water in a state of insensibility. The ship was at the 
time working into Bassadore Eoads (a place noted for sharks), 
with a fresh breeze, and going at the time six knots, and but for 
the presence of mind of the above petty officer R Hill would have 
been drowned. The life-buoy would not drop, the guard having 
been bent, it is supposed, in hoisting the jolly-boat up. 

A. C. F. Heneage, Commandee, RN. 

On the 12th February 1861, Commander Algernon C. F. 
Heneage was in the act of going on board H.M.S. " Falcon," then 
anchored in the harbour at Sierra Leone, to take command of that 
vessel ; one of the side boys, who was stationed cap in hand to 
do honour to the new commander, accidentally fell overboard ; he 
would, have been drowned, as he could not swim, had it not been 
for the prompt and gallant conduct of Captain Heneage, who 
jumped overboard and caught hold of him as he was sinking. 
The tide was running four knots at the time, and the river in- 
fested with sharks, and Captain Heneage being in full uniform and 
consequently embarrassed by his sword and epaulettes. 

H. O'DONOVAN. 

On the evening of the 8th August 1861, the Rev. Thomas 
Leonard, whilst walking along the bank of the river Hen, near 
Skibbereen, missed his footing and fell into the water, the night 
being dark and a strong current running, he would in all pro- 
bability have been drowned but for the gallant and intrepid con- 
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duct of Mr. Henry O'Donovan, who immediately plunged in with 
his clothes on, swam to his relief, and succeeded in bringing Mr. 
Leonard safe to shore in a very exhausted state. 

O. S. Cameron, Lieutenant, R.N. 

On the night of the 25 th August 1861, Henry Reade, private 
of marines, accidentally fell into the sea at Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
and would in all probability have been drowned but for the prompt 
and praiseworthy conduct of Lieutenant Orford S. Cameron, of 
H.M. gun- vessel "Steady," who immediately jumped overboard, 
swam to his assistance, and reached him just as he was sinking, 
quite unconscious, and brought him to a stage lying alongside the 
wharf. 

Mr. Macfarlane, RN. 

On the 29th July 1861, Joseph Campbelton, boatswain's mate 
of H.M.S. " Isis,'* accidentally fell overboard into the river at 
Sierra Leone ; the tide waa running with great rapidity and the 
river swarming with sharks, and Campbelton, having on an oilskin 
coat and leggings, was unable to use any exertion to save himself, 
and although a boat was manned and alongside, all seemed to 
have lost their presence of mind ; at this crisis Mr. Macfarlane, 
master of H.M.S. "Isis," gallantly advanced to the rescue. 
Ordering some gratings to be thrown into the water, he jumped 
overboard and swam towards the man, but before he could reach 
him the man had disappeared ; a cry from on board said, " He 
is just under you," upon which Mr. Macfarlane dived and succeeded 
in catching hold of the man's coat, and supported him until a 
boat arrived to their assistance. This is the eighth life Mr. 
Macfarlane has saved from drowning under similar circumstances. 

W, Ramsay. 

On the 5th October 1861, as Mr. William Ramsay was walk- 
ing near the river Tay, Perth, he heard screams proceeding from 
the direction of the Tay, and on arriving on the spot he was in- 
formed that a child named Roy had been carried away by the 
current of the river ; he ran along the bank for a distance before 
he saw the object of his search. The current being so strong and 
rapid, and so many obstacles in the way, Mr. Ramsay found it 
impossible to get opposite to the child by keeping to the bank, 
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80 he at once threw ofif his hat, coat, and waistcoat, plunged into 
the river at a most dangerous place and swam towards the drown- 
ing child, who by this time was as often below the surface of the 
water as above ; seizing it, he with great difficulty (arising from 
a strong under-current) placed the back of her head upon his right 
hand and keeping the face above water struck out for the ^ore, 
and had barely strength left to crawl up the bank and convey hiB 
burden to the nearest house, where every appliance was resorted 
to under the advice of Dr. Buist, but without success ; the child 
died, although it had shown signs of life after being rescued from 
the water. 

H. A. Costa. 

On the evening of Sunday, the 7th July 1861, Serjeant Griffin, 
of H.M.S. " Charybdis," was sent on shore to apprehend a super- 
numerary seaman, received from the " Cambrian,'* named William 
Hall, who was absenting himself without leave. Finding the man 
intoxicated^ he thought it more advisable to send him in charge of 
the police, to be locked up for the night. He, however, resisted 
their authority, and, running from them, jumped or fell into the 
water from the wharf, alongside of which the French line-of-battle 
ship "Dryad " was lying. The instant the man was in the water, 
Henry Alexander Costa, quarter-master and caulker, jumped over- 
board, from the forecastle, without the slightest hesitation, the 
tide at the time running at the rate of two and a half knots. 
Hall almost immediately sank, and the Frenchman dived twice, 
but could not succeed in catching him. His efforts with such a 
tide were very dangerous, as the ship was lashed alongside a 
pontoon jetty, which sucked him under it ; and on being taken on 
board was in a very exhausted state. Another man, Louis Courty, 
ijso jumped overboard, but without succeeding in recovering Hall, 
who was consequently drowned. 

J. Granville. 

On the 26th of July 1861, when stowing the flying jib, at 
anchor in Ferrol harbour, John James, ordinary seaman of H.M.S. 
" Marlborough,'* accidentally fell overboard from the flying jib- 
boom, and being unable to swim he would have been drowned but 
for the gallant and humane conduct of John Granville, boatswain's 
mate, who unmediately jumped off the cathead to his assistance,. 
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and succeeded in bringing him to the gangway. Also on the 10th 
of November, John Green, ordinary seaman, accidentally fell over- 
board from the ship*s side, and was unable to swim, when John 
Granville .again jumped overboard from the main chains, and 
rescued huu. 

G. Young. 

On Friday morning, the 24th January 1862, a foreign brig 
laden with coal, and bound from Swansea to Singapore, struck 
against the rocks in Freshwater Bay, near Pembroke, and broke 
up. The waves were breaking over the cliffs, which tower at 
least 250 feet above the level of the water ; stout forms, strong 
arms, and dauntless spirits, were seen clinging to pieces of timber 
and struggling fearfully for life ] the greatest excitement prevailed 
amongst the horrified spectators, and one or two, including Mr. 
Roch, and Mr. Young, farmer, of Hubberton, prepared themselves to 
render assistance, if possible, to the drowning seamen. One after 
another all the poor fellows, except two, sank, and were seen no 
more ; the captain miraculously obtained possession of two empty 
basket-jars, which he managed to tie around him ; thus aided, he 
was enabled to swim within a short distance of the land, but his 
strength failed him ; he became partially senseless, and would have 
added one more to the list of the dead, but for the courageous, 
heroic, and humane conduct of Mr. George Young, who threw 
himself into the surf, and scrambled along the rocks against 
breakers which threatened his immediate destruction. The most 
painful anxiety and breathless silence were manifested ashore, as 
the breakers hid him in their spray ; for nearly 200 yards did this 
brave man venture before he arrived in time to save a human life. 
Mr. Young took him by the hair of his head, and afterwards get- 
ting hold of his hand, succeeded in bringing him safe on shore. 
Mr. Young was quite exhausted with the efforts he had made to 
save the man. 

£. Bouse. 

On Sunday morning, 23d March 1862, Mr. Logan, gunner, 
when labouring imder violent aberration of mind, rushed up from 
the lower deck whilst the surgeon was attending on him, and threw 
himself overboard from one of the main-deck ports, with the inten- 
tion of drowning himself, the second attempt he had made on that 

B 
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day ; he would have succeeded but for the gallant and intrepid con- 
duct of Edward Bouse, gunner's mate, who immediately jumped over- 
board, and, grasping him by the hair, succeeded in keeping his head 
above water until a boat arrived, Mr. Logan appearing to be making 
every eflfort to drown himself by keeping his head under water. 
The act of gallantry and devotion displayed on this occasion is 
considerably enhanced by the fact of the numerous sharks frequent- 
ing the harbour, and at the time Edward Rouse jumped overboard 
a large shark was seen very near the ship. 

G. Nicholson. 

On Saturday, May 17th, 1862, a gentleman named Laing, of 
North Shields, was seen struggling in the water of a very deep 
reservoir or quarry, near Whitby, North Shields, and would in all 
probability have been drowned but for the gallant and courageous 
conduct of George Nicholson, fisherman, who ran towards the 
place ; and though the height of the bank above the water was 
nearly thirty feet, and the water fifty feet deep, without waiting 
for a rope to be fastened round his body, he simply seized hold of 
the end of it, and at once plunged in and swam towards Mr. Laing, 
and with great difficulty secured him and brought him safely to 
the shore ; but Nicholson did not escape without harm, for one of 
the loose pieces of stone fell from the side of the bank and cut 
him severely on the head. 

A. H. Giles. 

At sea, on the 24th January 1862, one of the crew of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamship <' Bengal " on her 
passage from Calcutta to Madras, having been thrown from out of 
the bowline knot overboard whilst hooking the cat-block on the 
foul anchor — the chain slipping off, and severely wounding him on 
the head and about the body — would have been drowned but 
for the prompt and humane conduct of Mr. A. H. Giles, fourth 
officer, who gallantly jumped overboard, and succeeded in support- 
ing him until a boat arrived and picked them up. 

F. H. Hastings, Lieutenant, RN. 

At sea, lat. 19** 31' north ; long. 82** 6' west. On the 9th 
May 1862, a seaman, nwned William Skinner of H.MS. « Edgar," 
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accidentally fell overboard, the ship at the time going from three 
to four knots, when Lieut. F. H. Hastings immediately jumped 
overboard to his assistance, and endeavoured to support him to the 
life-buoy, but the man being quite unable to swim, and too heavy 
for his strength, his eflEbrts unfortunately were not crowned with 
success ; this is the third meritorious act of the kind in this 
ship in which Lieut. Hastings (at the risk of his life) has been 
engaged ; his praiseworthy attempt to save life was attended with 
additional risk from the presence of sharks, one having been caught 
on the day on which the man fell overboard. 

. J. Cunningham. 

On the morning of the 17th January 1862, during a gale, the 
schooner " Bellona " was driven on the south-west BftU, at the 
entrance of the harbour in Dundrum Bay, and the sea breaking 
furiously over the remnant of the ill-fated bark, a man could be 
descried (who proved to be the master) lashed to the windlass, 
when the pilot-boat, manned by four brothers named Eedmond, 
James McCarthy, and Thomas Morgan, of the coastguard, were 
endeavouring to reach the wreck at the risk of their lives ; the 
storm and coming-in tide, associated with the floating spars and 
debris of the vessel all combined, rendered the position of these 
brave men most dangerous ; notwithstanding which, they continued 
their exertions for nearly two hours, when a fearful cross sea 
struck the. boat, and not alone capsized her but rolled her over a 
second time, leaving the whole crew struggling beneath the waters ; 
for several moments not a living soul could be seen from the 
shore, and a fearful impression pervaded every one that all were 
lost, when a rush was made for Lord Downshire's small boat, 
which had to be carried a distance of five or six hundred yards, 
when another difficulty arose in the launching, as, from the light- 
ness of the boat and the fury of the contending waves, it was 
thrown back several times on the beach. It was at this parti- 
cular crisis that Mr. James Cunninghaln, harbour-master, mani- 
fested his usual cool, persevering bravery and judgment ; having 
laid hold of the stem of the boat, and taking advantage of a reced- 
ing wave, and following it to his middle in the water, he succeeded 
in getting her afloat with William Mason, James Scott, and John 
Skinner as his assistants, and proceeded to the drowning men, 
who by this time were clinging to their boat, keel upwards, and 
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eventually succeeded in taking off the whole six men in a most 
exhausted and unconscious state, thus saving a number of men to 
whom death was otherwise inevitable. 

G. Brooks and J. Dunn. 

On the 27th June 1862, at ten a.m., H.M.S. "Mutine," being 
in lat 2° 10' south ; long. 98"^ west, on passage under sail from 
Panama to San Francisco, the wind on the quarter, the speed of 
the ship ten and a half knots per hour, Joseph Holland, ordinary 
seaman, was knocked overboard by the lower studding-sails when 
clearing it. Greorge Brooks, A.B., and John Dunn, captain after- 
guard, immediately jumped overboard after him ; the life-buoy 
was let go. a boat lowered, and the ship rounded to without delay, 
and after some time the men were picked up by the boat, having 
seen Joseph Holland go down before they could reach him, pro- 
bably taken by sharks, which had been following the ship before 
the accident, and continued to do so after it. Although the 
endeavours of these men were not crowned with success, the fact 
of their having jumped overboard for the purpose of saving life, 
when they must have been aware that from the great speed of 
the ship there was great risk of their own lives from this cause 
alone, as well as from the sharks ; one of the men (John Dunn) 
has already received the bronze medal of the Society, which no 
doubt had its effect in inducing him again to show himself worthy 
of it ; and I trust that George Brooks may also be the recipient 
of this much coveted honour. 

R Malone. 

On the 8th August 1862, H.M.S. « Aboukir '' was nearing the 
entrance of Port Eoyal Harbour, Jamaica, under steam and sail, 
going about seven or eight knots, when John Welsh, ordinary 
seaman, feU overboard from the flying jib-boom, while stowing the 
flying jib which had just been taken m, and would in aU probabiUty 
have been drowned, but for the gallant act of Richard Malone, 
A.B., who, on hearing the cry of " man overboard," ran aft, and 
jumped through one of the ports to his relief, and was greatly 
instrumental in saving the man's life by supporting him until 
picked up by the cutter, which was lowered as soon as possible ; 
but which, from the velocity with which the ship was going, neces- 
sarily took some time. In addition to the ordinary risk of jumping 
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overboard at sea, the voracity of the sharks in the waters near 
Port Koyal is notorious. 

A. M. Halot. 

On the 4th June 1862, the steamship "Canadian," on her 
passage from Quebec to England, when off the coast of Newfound- 
land, ran upon an iceberg, and was so much injured that no hopes 
were entertained of saving the ship ; the passengers and crew 
were in an almost hopeless condition, when Captain A. M. Halot, 
of the French ship " Hdloise," observing their extreme danger, at 
once bore down to the rescue, risking his own ship and crew 
amongst the icebergs, which at times were hidden by the fury of 
the gale and snow-storms, and after long and persevei^ng etforts 
fortunately rescued fifty-six of the crew and passengers of the ill- 
fated ship, who with the remainder (except twenty-three that were 
drowned) which had been saved in the ** Canadian's " boat, making 
in all 179 rescued, were taken by him to St. John's, Newfound- 
land, where he landed them, after having done everything for the 
poor sufferers that kindness and humanity could suggest. Captain 
Halot has been appointed Chevalier of the Legion of Honour by 
his Majesty the Emperor of France, and has been presented by 
the Board of Trade with their medal for his meritorious and 
gallant act. 

G. Page. 

On the 26th September 1862, as the passengers were landing 
in the Southampton Docks from the Jersey steamer " Despatch," 
a barrowman, named Charles Dyer, who has very bad sight, struck 
his eye against a crane on the quay and was thrown backwards 
into the water by the violence of the blow. The water was 
twenty feet below the level of the quay wall ; he would in all 
probability have been drowned had it not been for the courage 
and humanity of Mr. Gteorge Page, one of the Customs patrol 
officers, who immediately jumped from the quay into the dock, 
and held Dyer until they were both rescued by the boats ; and on 
the 17th of November 1862, when James Harris, a dock labourer, 
was rolling a cask, having a rope attached, the cask overpowered 
him, he became entangled in the rope, and was drawn over into 
the water ; he struck himself in such a way as to become at once 
insensible ; an instant alarm was raised, when George Page again 
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plunged in with his clothes on, a distance of about twenty feet to 
the water, and supported him until a rope was thrown to him, 
which he held until a boat picked them up ; he was in the water 
for five or six minutes, it being very cold, from which and the 
excitement Page was so exhausted that he could not sit up in the 
boat or walk alone when brought on shore. 

Maobi Jack. 

On Saturday 9th of August 1862, Mr. William Rogers was re- 
turning from a visit to Mr. W. G. Bees at the Shotover Lake, 
Wakatip, New Zealand, in a boat accompanied by Mr. Mitchell 
and Maori Jack; they left about 8.30 a.m. with a fair wind. 
It appears that about an hour after starting, the wind freshening, 
Maori Jack asked Mr. Mitchell to take the sprit out. Whilst he 
was trying to do this, a squall struck the boat, and with the heel 
over, Mr. Mitchell (who was standing on the thwart) was thrown 
to leeward ; and with this, the boat immediately capsized, and 
turned keel up. Wheii Mr. Mitchell rose to the surface, Jack 
was clinging to the keel, and Mr. Rogers, after swimming a short 
distance, also turned back and took up a position beside them. 
Jack made every eflEbrt to right the boat, but with the heavy sea 
running, she kept rolling over and over, and the intense cold soon 
rendered Mr. Rogers and Mr. Mitchell almost powerless. This 
continued for a whole hour, and twice during that time did Jack 
save both Mr. Rogers and Mr. Mitchell, by bringing them back to 
the boat when shaken from their hold. At last, with another 
complete roll over, Mr. Mitchell, on rising to the surface, found 
himself under the boat, and seizing one of the thwarts, he managed 
to find breathing space between the water and the boat's bottom. 
But another sea turning her over, he was again seized by Jack, 
and when brought to the boat, poor Mr. Rogers had disappeared. 
Mr. Mitchell, now utterly powerless to hold on himself, was held 
up for nearly an hour by Jack, who, with one hand on the boat 
and the other on Mr. Mitchell's waist, gallantly supported him. 
At length Jack (who had before tried to get the mast out of its 
step) managed to cut the hamper that kept it from coming out. 
This done, the boat righted, and by the aid of the oars, which 
fortunately were jammed under the seats, they managed to paddle 
to the shore, distant about a mile and a half, the sea, however, 
making a complete breach over them. Mr. Mitchell does not 
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remember bow tbey landed, as be for some time lay almost 
inseDsible. Tbey bad no means of kindling a fire, but by tbe aid 
of some blankets tbat were found under the balf-deck forward, 
tbey managed to pass tbe nigbt. 

A. Maclean. 

On tbe lltb February 1863, Mr. Daines, of King William's 
Town, Britisb Kaffraria, went to batbe in tbe river Buffalo, and 
was not aware of tbe full force of tbe current, wbicb was tben 
very great, tbe river being bigb in consequence of tbe beavy falls 
of rain. He, bowever, swam across, and on trying to find bis 
footing on tbe opposite side, discovered tbat be was out of bis 
deptb. In returning be was carried down by tbe stream, wbicb 
turned bim over and over several times. Mr. A. Maclean, eldest 
son of tbe lieutenant-governor, wbo was providentially on tbe spot, 
observing Mr. Daines's danger, jumped in partly dressed, and 
succeeded in laying bold of Mr. Daines, after tbat gentleman bad 
sunk tbree or four times, and brougbt bim to tbe sbore insensible, 
and quite exbausted. Assistance was instantly sougbt by Mr. J. 
Maclean, jun., and Dr. Egan was speedily on tbe spot witb every 
needful appliance, wbicb we are bappy to say was not required, 
as Mr. Daines, after resting for some time in tbe batbing-sbed, 
was able to "w^alk bome. We believe tbis is tbe tbird life tbis 
gallant young gentleman bas been instrumental in saving. 

G. H. TuRNEE, Lieutenant, 50tb Eegiment. 

On tbe 19tb February 1863, Lieutenant G. H. Turner, 
Lieutenant W. B. Wbite, 50tb Regiment, witb bis servant (a 
native), one boat-man and one coolie, started from a bungalow 
situated at Kinniab tbe moutb of tbe Tumbligam lake, to return 
to Fort Frederick ; tbe weatber was squally, and tbe wind 
unfavourable. Wben about balf way between Marble Point 
and Hound Island, tbe boatman from tbe bows sbouted, " Ropes 
gone, Sir;" Lieutenant Turner immediately moved forward, and, 
a squaU catcbing tbe boat at tbe moment, sbe was upset ; tbey 
subsequently discovered tbat tbe mainstay to windward bad 
carried away ; they all got on tbe gunwale and seeing tbere was 
no cbance of rigbting tbe boat tbey cut away all tbe rigging. It 
was about 6.30 p.m. and almost dark ; tbe boat was drifbing.out 
fast. Lieutenant Turner said tbere is no use stopping bere, I am 
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sure to get cramp, so I will make for the shore, and if I reach it 
will bring you off assistance. He was told to do what he thought 
best, but advised to remain, as the sharks might take him. He 
stripped and went off, having more than a mile and a half to swim 
to the place where he landed, a heavy sea running ; he luckily 
escaped the sharks, and on landing ran off to the nearest village, 
where he obtained a canoe, and returned in search of the boat and 
succeeded in finding it. During the time he was away. Lieutenant 
White not only had to prevent himself from being washed off the 
wreck, but had to support his native servant who had lost all 
nerve, whom he managed to keep afloat up to the time the 
canoe reached them, when unfortunately the coolie in getting into 
the canoe turned the boat over again, at which moment the 
servant disappeared, and although they searched for him they 
were unsuccessful The boatman started for the shore at the 
same time as Lieutenant Turner, and reached it, but remained in 
the jungle near where he had landed until next morning. 

0. Murphy. 

On the 3d May 1863, a girl named Margaret Fitzgerald 
accidentally fell into the river at Cork, and would in aU probability 
have been drowned, but for the gallant and praiseworthy exertions 
of Charles Murphy, who, without divesting himself of any of his 
clothing, jumped from the quay to her relief, and succeeded in 
bringing her in safety to the shore. Murphy has already received 
the honorary bronze medal of this Society for a similar occurrence 
in 186L 

D. NiCOLL. 

On Wednesday 10th February 1864, the sheet of water which 
forms the lake fronting the Suburban Hotel in the Vale of Health, 
Hampstead, was covered with a coating of ice, and in the after- 
noon a number of boys ventured upon it. Between four and five 
o'clock as Mr. Donald Nicoll was proceeding along the road on 
the western side of the lake, he heard screams and cries for help, 
and saw three boys who had broken through the ice in the water, 
two with their heads only just above it, evidently out of their 
depth, and a third nearer the bank just rescued. Mr. Nicoll at 
once plunged in, followed by a man who was at work at the roads, 
and made for the deceased, who was furthest out, while the man 
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secured the other boy, named Friend, the son of a surgeon, and a 
pupil at Mr. 'Kae's academy at Hampstead. By this time the 
deceased was under the ice where the water was ten feet deep. By 
means of swimming with one hand and breaking the ice with the 
other, however, Mr. NicoU at last reached him, and attempted to 
grasp his head, but the cap was left in his hand, and the body 
sank. He again saw the body rise to the surface, with his face 
towards him, and again broke the ice with his one arm, and 
endeavoured to reach him, but before he could do so he finally 
sank. At this moment another incident took place, which was 
nearly fatal to Mr. Nicoll, and to the man who had succeeded in 
saving the boy Friend. The poor fellow could not swim, and 
although he had succeeded in getting the boy so close to the shore 
that he was rescued by others, the bank was so steep, and the 
bottom so slippery, that he slid out beyond his depth, and as Mr. 
NicoU returned from his fruitless attempt to save deceased, he 
was seized upon convulsively by the then drowning man, and with 
the greatest difficulty succeeded in reaching the shore, with the 
man still clinging to him. The youth Friend, who was in a very 
exhausted state, was conveyed to the Suburban Hotel, where a 
hot bath being ready, he was placed in it, and revived. In the 
meantime the boat was brought round, the ice was broken, and 
the body of deceased got out in about twenty minutes, quite 
dead. 

C. A. J. Heysham, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 2d of September 1863, Lieutenant Charles A. J. Hey- 
sham, of H.M.S. under my command, jumped overboard on the 
passage from Mazatlan to Le Pay, and saved the life of Joseph 
Bower, first-class boy, who had fallen into the sea from the 
hammock-nettings. Although the life-buoy was instantly let go 
and a boat lowered, the boy, from being unable to swim, must 
have been drowned had it not been for the gallant conduct of 
Lieutenant Heysham, who was afterwards assisted in keeping him 
up by Samuel Staples, first-class boy, who also jumped overboard 
and assisted in rescuing him. 

N. B. Smith, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 9th February 1864, William Cross, A.B. of H.M.S. 
" Pelican," accidentally fell from the maintop, striking part of 
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the mainrigging, and falling thence into the water, the ship going 
at the rate of seven knots per hour, with a heavy sea, when 
Lieutenant N. Bowden Smith, R.N., jumped overboard to his 
assistance, and held him up until the boat arrived, when without 
such prompt aid the man must have perished, as he had broken 
his collar-bone and was much bruised and stunned by striking the 
rigging, and so rendered incapable of making any efforts to save 
himself. 

H. Sa-lmond, Lieutenant, R.N. 

At sea, 8° 30' K lat., 85° 6' W. long., on the evening of the 1st 
December 1863, William Barker, ordinary seaman, whilst exer- 
cising heaving the lead from the port chains, fell overboard, the 
ship at the time going two knots. Lieutenant Henry Salmond, 
R.N., on hearing the cry of " a man overboard," immediately ran 
aft, and without a moment's hesitation jumped from the taffrail 
and swam to the rescue of the seaman, who, not being able to 
swim, was sinking. William Alford, quarter-master, also jumped 
overboard to his assistance, and together they supported him until 
picked up by the cutter. Although the accident occurred in fine 
weather, yet I consider the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Salmond 
and William Alford, in so readily exposing their lives to save that 
of a shipmate, under circumstances of great danger, from the fact 
that several sharks had been seen during the day, and only ten 
minutes before a large one was close to the ship, justly entitles 
them to a reward from the Eoyal Humane Society. 

E. SiGRisT, Gunner, RM.A* 

On the 16th May 1864, two men named E. Goff and H. 
Clarke, gunners, R.N., were bathing on the beach at Fort Cum- 
berland, Portsmouth, and swam out to a target, a distance of 
eighty yards from the shore ; after reaching it they both felt very 
much exhausted, and shouted for assistance ; but, none appearing, 
they were unable to hold on any longer and swam for the shore, 
when Edward Sigrist, a gunner, R.M.A., seeing the critical state 
they were in, swam to their relief. Before he could reach them E. 
Goff sank, and was drowned ; he, however, succeeded in saving 
Clarke, who was sinking, by swimming with him a distance of 300 
yards to the shore, but in an insensible state. 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 267 

D. D. MtJTTER, Lieut. -Col., 13th Reoiment. 

On the evening of the 6th of June 1864, a boy named Gteorge 
Bryson accidentally fell from the stone Groyne into the sea at 
Dover. A strong ebb tide running at the time and a heavy sea, 
,he was carried away, and would have been drowned but for the 
gallant and intrepid conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel D. D. Mutter, 
of H.M. 13th Eegiment, who immediately plunged into the sea, 
with part of his clothes on, swam to his assistance, and succeeded, 
with great difficulty, in bringing him i^) the shore in an insensible 
state. 

P. Ahieb. 

On the 2d July 1864, Private Edward Tookey, of H.M. 61st 
Regiment, whilst bathing in the sea off Jersey, became exhausted 
and sank, when Mr. Philip Abler, jun., on hearing the cry of a 
person in the water, at once threw off his clothes, plunged into 
the sea, and swam to his assistance, a distance of 200 yards, and 
caught him by the back of the head, when both sank, and on 
rising to the surface Tookey managed to catch him by the waist ; 
Mr. Ahier then made towards the shore, and on the way became 
so exhausted that both sank whilst in deep water. Tookey was 
so exhausted that he could not swim or help Mr. Abler, who at 
last got into shallow water, when the bystanders assisted them 
both out in a very exhausted state. 

A. Williams. 

On the 9th March 1864, Mr. Toll, Chief Officer, P. 0. Com- 
pany, and three seamen, whose boat upset in King George's Sound,. 
Australia, and was fast drifting out to sea, when Albert Williams, 
who formed one of the crew capsized, volunteered to swim on 
shore, a distance of three miles, against a strong breeze, risking 
sharks and other dangers, to procure assistance. He succeeded in 
reaching the pilot station, on which a boat immediately went out 
and rescued them alL 

S. Moon. 

On the 26th January 1864, Mr. Charles L. Rooke, midship- 
man, H. M. S. "Orlando" accidentally fell overboard in Zante 
Bay, seriously injuring himself in his fall from aloft, and sank, 
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when Samuel Moon, A. B., immediately jumped overboard to his 
assistance, dived, and succeeded in bringing him to the surface, 
and afterwards on board the ship ; and on the 20th of August 
1864, a marine of the same vessel jumped overboard in the Bay 
of Tunis, when Samuel Moon again plunged into the sea and 
rescued him with great difficulty, owing to the darkness of the^ 
night and the struggles of the man, who was saved in spite of 
himself. 

W. CORRINGTON. 

On the 12th June 1864, James Handy, private marine of this 
ship, lent for duty in " Acorn," by accident feU overboard from 
the ladder when washing some clothes late at night, when William 
Corrington, ship's steward, immediately jumped overboard to en- 
deavour to save him. The strongest swimmer, it is a well-known 
fact, cannot live in the strong eddies of the Shanghai River ; few 
who go overboard are ever saved ; all who frequent this river are 
aware of this, and this man tried most gallantly to save his ship- 
mate, at the imminent risk of his own life, and this on a dark 
night. The unfortunate man was drowned. 

R Frost. 

On the 15th September 1864, Mr. John Prout, Mr. Robert 
Prout, and Mr. J. M. Loundes, went to bathe in the sea at Bude, 
Cornwall, and were carried beyond their depth, when Mr. Russell 
Frost, on seeing the accident, immediately undressed and swam to 
the spot to endeavour to save them, and, after swimming about 
for some time, and seeing nothing of them, returned to the shore 
in a very exhausted state. In the meantime the bodies of Mr. 
Prout and Mr. Loundes had been washed on . shore, and after the 
application of the usual remedies life was found to be extinct. 

F. Halloran. 

"On Tuesday the 2d November 1864, I went to Dartmouth, 
and my son, Frank Halloran, a naval cadet on board H.M.S. 
* Britannia,* having obtained a few hours' leave, joined me there. 
In the evening I was standing with him on the new ground ac- 
coinpanied by my youngest little boy, nine years of age, when the 
latter, having strayed too near the edge of the quay, accidentally 
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fell over, the wall at this spot being a considerable height above 
the water, and the tide at the time ebbing fast. The instant the 
accident was perceived, my son Frank, pushing me back and only 
throwing off his cap, sprang after him, and succeeded in graspmg 
his collar, whilst he struck out with the other hand, but the height 
of the wall above him and the darkness prevented all efforts to 
render more effective assistance ; not a rope was to be had, and 
when my repeated shouts at length brought off a punt from a 
yacht the two boys had been nearly ten minutes in the water ; 
the exertions made by Frank were getting almost too much for 
him, but, never losing his presence of mind, when at length the 
boat reached him, he helped his brother in and had him in safety 
before he thought of himself. C. F. Halloean." 

• 

H. A. Mandevillb, Sub-Lieutenant, E.K 

" It is my duty, as well as highly gratifying to me, to bring 
under your notice the gallant conduct of a young officer of this 
ship, Mr. H. A. Mandeville, sub-lieutenant, in jumping overboard 
to the assistance of H. Willcocks, coxswain of the cutter. This 
man had foolishly gone after a sail-cover which dropped over- 
board ; the wind was fresh from the north-west, and a strong 
current running at the time, so that both were soon a long way 
astern ; shortly after Mr. Mandeville came up to him, WiUcocks 
began to sink, Mr. Mandeville, however, supported his head above 
water until a boat arrived and rescued both, Willcocks being 
insensible. 

" This is the second time during the three weeks this ship has 
been lying here that Mr. Mandeville has saved life from drowning. 

« C. A. Campbell, Capt. R.N.'* 

P. R Parker, Lieutenant, R.K 

" I have the honour to bring to your notice the gallant conduct 
of Lieutenant Philip R H. Parker of this ship, who, on the 15th 
of November 1864, jumped overboard from the taffrail of the 
* Cura9oa,' and saved the life of William Rabbitt, ordinary seaman, 
by supporting him for a quarter of an hour, a man who was iiy ured 
in the head by a tree falling on him, when employed in cutting spars 
at Hawan, and who, it is supposed, jumped overboard in a fit of 
temporary insanity. W. Wiseman, Commodore,^'* 
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H. L. DuNDAs, Ensign, 15th Regiment. 

On the Uth of February 1865, Ensign H. L. Dundas of H.M. 
15 th Regiment of Foot, who was officer of the guard, was going 
his rounds (at the New Mole at Gibraltar) when he heard some 
men struggling in the water ; he at once jumped in and assisted 
one to a place where he could support himself, and then saved 
the second ; before he could return to the third, the man had un- 
fortunately sunk. It appears that these men were returning on 
board from leave, and the night being very dark, walked over the 
mole into the water, and, but for Mr. Dundas's gallant and timely 
assistance, all would have been probably drowned. 

A. Thomas, Second Master, RN. 

On the 11th May 1865, 12.30 p.m., the ship was suddenly 
stopped at the cry of " a man overboard !" It was found to be 
Lieut. Allingham, who was discovered holding on to the rudder- 
chains. Having cunningly managed to elude the vigilance of those 
over him, he had squeezed himself through one of the stern- 
ports and lowered himself down ; becoming exhausted he was 
compelled to let go the rudder-chains, and precipitated himself 
into the sea ; the ship at this time was going at the rate of five 
knots per hour, the engines were immediately stopped and 
reversed, the life-boat manned, lowered and pulled towards the 
unfortunate officer who seemed to be swimming easily. Mr. 
Alfred Thomas, second master, jumped overboard in a most 
gallant manner to pick up Lieut. Allingham, who was now about 
150 yards astern ; he succeeded in reaching and supporting that 
officer, who waa quite exhausted, until the life-boat reached them. 

Miss H. J. Harvey. 

On the 5th September 1865, Miss Henrietta Julia Harvey and 
Miss Emma Julia Long, went out to bathe in the sea at South 
Beach, off Lowestoft, when Miss Long on trying to swim was 
carried out by the strength of the tide beyond her depth ; Miss 
Harvey in the most courageous manner swam to her rescue and 
succeeded in taking her by the hand, and sustained her by floating 
on her back until assistance was rendered them by several gentle- 
men from the shore^ who, when they reached them^ found Miss 
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Long under water, but firmly held by the hand by Miss Harvey, 
who would not let go her hold until her cousin was in safety. 

S. P. Phillips. 

A fatal boat accident occurred on the coast of Glenelg, in South 
Australia, in September 1865, during a heavy gale. Mr. Samuel 
Pole Phillips, brother-in-law of the Bishop of Adelaide, who had 
been riding on the bea.ch with one of his nieces, joined the throng 
of spectators. He saw at once that lives might be saved by an 
act of daring which very few men would have ventured upon \ 
seizing a rope, and urging those on shore to hold it fast, he rode 
over the rocks, and, regardless of all remonstrance, dashed into 
the foaming surf ; he first reached Burton, to whom he handed 
the rope, and turning his horse's head landward, succeeded by two 
desperate plunges in dragging him out of the water ; one of the 
bystanders caught the rescued and almost senseless man in his 
arms, and the bold rider was instantly again among the waves : 
he threw the rope to Gard and Biddle, but they were unable to 
catch it, though one of them was seen to make a vain attempt ; 
the next sea must have dashed them on the rocks, as we cannot 
find that they were seen again ; no doubt they were much ex- 
hausted, and probably they had already received bodily injuries. 

Mr. Phillips, seeing that there was still another life to be saved, 
again urged his horse seaward, and reached Shepherd, who was 
considerably further from the rocks, supported by the oars; in 
, doing this the daring horseman very nearly lost his own life, for 
he was breast deep in the water, and his horse with difficulty 
retained its footing, but he succeeded in the bold attempt. 
Shepherd caught the bight of the rope, Mr. Phillips still holding 
one end, the other being with the persons on shore ; thus the 
second survivor was rescued, having received no other injury than 
that at first inflicted by the steer oar. 

A. J. Leith, Midshipman. 

" I have the honour to forward for your consideration a claim 
for the Royal Humane Society's Medal, on behalf of Mr. Alex- 
ander John Leith, midshipman of H.M. ship under my command, 
who jumped overboard on the night of the 16th January 1866, 
at about nine p.m., and rescued from drowning William Hillier, 
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ordinary seaman, also of this ship, who had fallen overboard, 
and who would, no doubt, have perished but for the assistance 
afforded, as he could not swim, and there was a strong tide run- 
ning at the rate of three knots. 

"G. H. Paekin, Commander'' 

W. 0. FiTZGEBALD, LIEUTENANT, RN. 

Lieut. W. C. Fitzgerald, at sunset, on the 6th January 1866, 
jumped overboard to endeavour to save a boy, who had fallen 
from the main-futtock rigging, at the imminent risk of his own 
life, as there was. so heavy a sea running, that it was actually 
dangerous to lower a boat, and the cold was especially severe, 
coming as it did from the southern part of the station. 

This officer nearly lost his life in the attempt, and it is 
therefore requested, if it meets your approval, that you will be 
pleased to communicate these particulars to the Eoyal Humane 
Society, in order that they may mark their sense of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald's conduct. 

S. POPPLESTONE. 

Mr. Samuel Popplestone, farmer of the Start farm, near Kings- 
bridge, was walking over his land about seven p.m. on the 23d 
March 1866, when he was attracted by cries from seaward, and 
on going to the cliffs, saw a vessel wrecked on the rocks beneath, 
and four of the crew on a reef, some distance from the shore, in 
imminent danger of being washed off by the fearful sea that^ was 
breaking over them. Mr. .Popplestone immediately procured a 
rope, and by wading and swimming from rock to rock, through 
gullies fourteen and fifteen feet deep, with a heavy sea in them, 
succeeded in saving the whole of the unfortunate sailors, and then 
took them to his house, and gave them food and shelter for the 
night. The Grovemment has given Mr. Popplestone the first 
Albert medal ever awarded, for this gallant act. This gallant 
rescue was accomplished without assistance from any one. 

G. Fell. 

On the 18th April 1866, Francis Thomson and Sir Harley 
Hugh Boyd, Bart., the former aged eleven years, and the latter 
twelve, went, with the permission of Lady Boyd, to bathe in the 
river S^ez, near the town of Avranches, under the protection of a 
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tutor, Mr. T. Tyler, B.A., of Cambridge, and several of their fellow- 
pupils, and owing to the land floods, the bed of the river (at all times 
uncertain) had changed, unknown to the tutor and pupils ; and the 
two boys in question, accustomed to bound in boldly, suddenly 
found themselves out of their depth. One of their fellow-pupils, 
George Fell, aged eighteen, gaUantly came to the rescue, and 
succeeded in saving Francis Thomson ; meantime. Sir H. H. Boyd, 
had drifted down stream, and was invisible. George Fell, though 
much exhausted, dived several times for the body, and, at last, 
providentially succeeded in getting him on shore, at a considerable 
distance from the place where he first sank. 

G. Stanley, Master, R.N., and R Sowerby. 

Whilst furling sails, after anchoring in Simon's Bay, at mid- 
night of 6th July 1866, Isaac Hitchings, A.B., feU into the 
water from the maintopsail-yard ; Mr. George Stanley, master, 
jumped overboard after him, and was afterwards assisted by 
Richard Sowerby, acting chief-boatswain's mate. The boats being 
secured for heavy weather, having experienced a succession of 
gales for twenty days, it was several minutes before the first gig 
was cleared away and lowered. Isaac Hitchings was then ex- 
hausted, and both Mr. Stanley and Mr. Richard Sowerby had to 
be hauled into the boat ; the night was dark and squally, with 
rain. Hitchings and Sowerby had blanket frocks, Mr. Stanley had 
a thick clothing, but had thrown his coat off. Hitchings cer- 
tainly would have been drowned but for the assistance of Mr. 
Stanley and Mr. Sowerby. 

MoLYNETjx, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 17th February 1866, H.M.S. " Gannett " waa at anchor 
off Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, West Indies ; a strong spring tide was 
running. Jeremiah Cremin, boy of the first class, was lashing up 
his hammock, which had been airing, and by some accident the 
lashings carried away, and he fell overboard ; he could not swim, 
and he was soon exhausted ; he had not the presence of mind 
to lay hold of the life-buoys thrown to him. A man jumped after 
him but was carried past by the tide — the man had now sunk. 
Lieut. Molyneux, who was on the bridge at the time, the moment 
he saw that the man was sinking, dived under the man, brought 
him to the surface^ and saved his life. 

s 
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BOUBKE, BOMBABDIEB, RA. 

An Extract from Garrison Orders, dated Dover, 21st November 
1866 :— 

<< It is with feelings of the greatest satisfaction that the Major 
General Commanding records in Public Orders for the informa- 
tion of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of the 
Garrison, the noble conduct of Acting- Bombardier Bourke, 13th 
Brigade, RA., who, on Sunday morning last, during a heavy gale 
from the westward, and a strong tide running, attempted, in the 
most gallant manner, to save the life of a drowning woman, at 
the imminent risk of his own, by jumping from the Cliff Case- 
mates, and precipitating himself several hundred feet down the 
scarped face, to the shore, when, without aid from the bystanders, 
and in spite of their discouragement, he jumped from the jetty, 
in front of East Cliff, and succeeded in dragging the body ashore. 

" The conduct of Acting-Bombardier Bourke, who doubly 
perilled his own life in the almost hopeless attempt to save that of 
a fellow-creature, will bear comparison with any act of gallantry 
on record." 

WiNTBY, Midshipman. 

On the 14th July 1866, while in company with the "Great 
Eastern" engaged in laying the Atlantic Telegraph Cable, the 
man named in the enclosed form, Walter Raybolt, fell overboard 
form the fore-part of H.M.S. " Terrible," passing the paddle-wheeL 
The ship at the time was going at the average speed of six knots 
per hour under steam, a fresh breeze blowing from W.S.W., with a 
considerable amount of short chopping sea on. Mr. Wintiy, 
midshipman, on whose behalf this application is made, seeing the 
■distressed condition of the man, who is a veiy indifferent swimmer, 
and who appeared to be partially disabled by a blow from the paddle- 
wheel, without a moment's hesitation jumped in his clothes from 
the upper deck, a height of thirty feet (about), to the man's 
assistance. 

The engines were stopped and reversed, and a boat lowered as 
soon as possible to their assistance, but owing to the speed at 
which the ship was going they were some distance astern before 
the boat could be got in the water, and some time longer before 
it could reach them. The man was eventually picked up by the 
boat in a very exhausted state, and Mr. Wintry used every 
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endeavour to reach him previously. Owing to the wind and sea 
being against him, he failed to do so ; but had any delay occurred 
in lowering or anything happened to the boat, the man would 
have owed his life to this young ofl&cer. This application is 
accompanied by a certificate from Captain Commerell, RN., of 
this ship, at the universal desire of the ofl&cers and eye-witnesses 
of the gallant conduct of this ofl&cer, who trust that, though his 
well-meant eflforts were unavailing, the gallant way in which he 
risked his life to save another will meet with favourable considera- 
tion from the Royal Humane Society. 

Miss Weight. 

The ice not being strong enough to bear the weight of Miss 
Wright in an upright posture, she lay down in order that she 
might approach Mr. Aylmer to support him at arm's length with 
a walking-stick till a rope should arrive, which she desired me 
(her lady companion) to procure from the nearest house (quarter 
of a mile distant). Whilst in this position she unclosed her 
skates, that they might not be a hindrance ; and in twenty 
minutes two men were at the edge of the lake with a rope ; they 
threw as directed the rope to Mis Wright, which did not reach 
her within thirty yards ; thus being obliged to leave Mr. Aylmer in 
order to fetch the rope, he lost his support and went down for the 
first time before she could again reach him ; she then threw it to 
him, but failing to grasp it, he again went down ; it was thrown 
again, but he was unable to retain it Miss Wright then took 
hold of one of his hands, when, by the eflfort he made, he dragged 
her with him in going down for the last time ; she, however, kept 
her hold of the rope, and calling to the men to pull, was with 
difl&culty extricated. 

A. Thomas. 

" On Tuesday the 15th January, I was walking on the ice in 
Eegent's Park, in company with Mr. Abel Thomas, when, at 
about 3.40 p.m., the whole ice gave way, and we were both 
precipitated into the water, between the large island and the 
shore, considerably out of our depth, and it was owing to help 
which I received from him that I reached the shore in safety ; as 
when I was being drawn under the ice he turned back and took 
hold of me until I was in a position of safety. After being 
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immersed in the water about five minutes we landed on the 
island, when we saw several other people struggling in the water. 
One of these, who appeared to be a respectable mechanic, after 
struggling for some time, became exhausted, grew black in the 
face and sank, when Mr. Thomas jumped in and succeeded in 
pulling him to shore by the hair of his head ; he was nearly in- 
sensible when rescued, and was laid on his face, and attended to 
by some gentlemen who were on the island. Mr. Thomas again 
went in to rescue another man, but was compelled to desist, as 
his limbs became numbed with cold. This man was afterwards 
rescued with the aid of a rope and pole. 

" R OOLMAN." 

W. Stbeadeb. 

** I hereby certify that Mr. William Streader rescued me from 
drowning in the old Belford Eiver : the ice broke when I was 
skating, and let me through ; I tried to get out, but the ice 
broke and I fell into the water again, and was drifting under the 
ice, having lost all power of helping myself, when Mr. Streader 
lay flat on the ice, and, by putting down his arm, reached me, 
and drew me to a place of safety. Had Mr. Streader hesitated 
for only a minute I should have been under the ice, and in all 
probability drowned. 

" From inquiry we found that there was from twelve to fourteen 
feet of water, and had the ice again broken with our united weight 
the case would most likely have been fataL 

" Robert Wabey." 

Mr. Albiston. 

Whilst the 7.50 p.m. boat was crossing the river from the Run- 
corn side of the Mersey, on the 25th February, and when it had 
proceeded about. 100 yards on its journey, a man named GJeorge 
Steves (or George Stephenson), who is the agent for Mr. Manders, 
the proprietor of a menagerie at present exhibiting in Liverpool, 
ran down the slip and into the river, and would have been drowned 
had it not been for the prompt and praiseworthy conduct of a 
ferry manager, Mr. Albiston, who jumped into the water and 
swam after him and succeeded in overta^g the drowning man 
about thirty yards distant from the slip. He was under water 
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when reached, and nearly exhausted. Albiston, however, at very 
great danger to his own life, brought him safe to the side. 

Gray, Mastee, R.N. 

Lieutenant Orlebar, KN., states that on the 2d. inst., whilst 
he was on detached boat service on the Patagonian shore of the 
straits, under the command of Mr. Gray, the boat having been 
beached, and tent pitched in consequence of a heavy gale that was 
blowing, he proceeded along the shore in search of wild-fowl ; that, 
having shot a duck which fell in the water, he waded out in his 
clothes to pick it up ; that the stream, rapidly carrying the bird 
away from him, he incautiously advanced so far as to get out of 
his depth, and on endeavouring to reach the shore again, he 
found himself unable to stem the strong outsetting current and 
the gale that was blowing. The weather being cold he was 
heavily clad, and his clothes, none of which he could take off, 
were rapidly causing him to sink. Calling for help, he fortimately 
attracted the attention of Mr. Gray, Master, RN., who was on a 
hill at some distance ; that officer immediately ran down, plunged 
into the sea, and swam out to his assistance, caught hold of him, 
and after a severe struggle against the current and adverse winds, 
succeeded in bringing him to land in a state of complete exhaus- 
tion, Mr. Gray himself being almost as much exhausted. 

W. R. White, L. L. Brett, H. Hicks. 

<< On the 14th instant I was with my family on 'Fistral 
Beach,' New Quay, Cornwall, when my attention was drawn to 
five ladies bathing at some distance &om me. Being in the water 
myself, I soon discovered those ladies were carried out of their 
depth, but by the prompt assistance of the Rev. F. G. Thornton 
(father of two of the yoiing ladies), they succeeded in landing on 
a rock in the sea, but cut off entirely from the mainland. The 
reverend gentleman by a desperate effort soon got three of the 
ladies on another rock ; being then exhausted, he could do lio more, 
but, unfortimately, that too was separated &om the mainland by a 
great depth of water. I immediately ran towards them, but, being 
unable to swim, could render them no assistance in their then 
position. 

" My daughter then ran into the town, raised an alarm, and 
shortly a great many persons came to the scene, but no one would 
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venture into the boiling surf. Soon after Messrs. W. R White, 
L. L. Brett, and H. Hicks arrived, and at once plunged into the 
sea and got on the rocks ; the former swam to the outer rock to 
the other ladies, who by this time were in imminent danger, one 
of whom was immediately washed off, and Mr. White had to dive 
after her, and succeeded in again bringing her to the rock, and 
then by a desperate effort had to cling to the top with the two 
ladies, untU Mr. Brett swam to his assistance ; a rope was then 
thrown to them, and they passed it around the ladies, and they were 
drawn through the surf to the inner rock by the reverend gentle- 
man and Mr. Hicks. 

" Ultimately the whole were drawn in like manner from the 
inner rock to the mainland, and in a few minutes after those rocks 
were covered by the foaming billows. 

" I consider the bravery displayed by those gentlemen above all 
praise, and in my opinion deserving of the kind consideration of 
the Boyal Humane Society. 

** John Martin." 

Dr. C. Douglas. 

During the recent expedition of the " Arracan " to recover the 
missing Europeans at the Andaman Islands, (part of the crew of 
the " Assam Valley,") the party landed, and after discovering the 
graves of the captain and seven seamen, whom they were sent to 
look for, and, if possible, to aid, had to make their way back to 
the steamer through a surf which stove in the boats. They con- 
structed a raft, but no sooner a wave came than eveiyl)ody 
on it was washed off ; only a few could swim. " While in this 
critical and very dangerous predicament," says a correspondent, 
" Dr. Campbell Douglas showed all the qualities of a real hero. 
Being an excellent swimmer, and possessing great boldness and 
courage, he swam after the drowning men. Twice was Lieutenant 
Much, the commander of the party, washed off the raft, and, 
while struggling in the rolling waves, Dr. Douglas swam to his 
rescue, and brought him back safe to the raft ; similarly Mr. 
Dunn, the chief officer. of the " Arracan," was sinking, confused and 
overcome by the surging waves. Here again Dr. Douglas played 
the part of the hero, and saved the drowning man ; there were 
others thus rescued by the brave doctor, but his efforts to save poor 
Lieutenant Glassford, of the Ghoorka Regiment, were unsuccessful* 
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Dr. Douglas, having struck his head against the rocks in diving 
after one and another of those he saved, felt himself confused and 
bruised, and his strength giving way ; he could not follow Mr. 
Glassford, who was carried some sixty or seventy yards away, and 
the consequence was he was drowned. As night was rapidly 
approaching, the whole party had to make the most herculean 
efforts to save themselves from the risks and dangers which now 
beset them on every hand. All acted their parts nobly. But 
the hero of the day has fairly won by his courage, his cool dar- 
ing, and by his personal exertions, at the risk of losing his own 
life, the distinguished honour of the Victoria Cross, or, if not this 
one, then the distinction of the Albert Medal, founded expressly 
to reward those who by their efforts save life at sea." 

Eev. 0. Cobb. 

"My deab Cobb, — The heroic achievement yesterday byrescuing 
a man from the wreck of a French fishing smack, of your nephew, 
the rector of Dymchurch, has been the subject of admiration of 
Mrs. Harrison and myself ever since we heard of it this morning. 
You will receive a more correct account of it than I can give. 
This is the substance of what I have heard. Yesterday (Sunday) 
about ten o'clock a.m., a French fishing smack was wrecked near 
Dymchurch ; all hands (six or seven) perished except one, who was 
observed clinging to the wreck. The coast guard tried the rocket, 
but failed; they would not launch the life boat, when your 
nephew, the Eev. C. Cobb, who was on his way to perform 
Divine service in the neighbouring church, threw off his coat and 
waistcoat, swam to the wreck, rescued the poor man, and brought 
him alive to the shore amid the encouraging shouts of his parish- 
ioners. His wife urged him to make the attempt, knowing he 
was a first-rate swimmer. He declined a cork jacket offered by 
the crew of the life-boat. like David, * he had not proved it.' 

" Thomas Haekison." 

commandee j. e. hunter. 

Commander James Edward Hunter, late a mate in H.M.S. 
" Queen " imder my command, off the Katcha, in the Black Sea, 
in the heavy gale of the 14th November 1854, was the only 
officer who volunteered for the dangerous service of saving ship- 
wrecked seamen ; and also William Beale, the coxswain of one of 
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the cutters (whose zeal and example was most praiseworthy), in 
the cutter and jolly-boat made two trips to the wrecks before 
night on the afternoon of the 15 th November, and brought on 
board forty-eight men. 

Although such a lapse of time has taken place since this service 
was performed, it is hoped that the committee wiU kindly take 
this appeal under their consideration. The < Queen's ' boats were 
under fire from the Russian troops on the cliffs above them, and 
had one man shot through the head. The conduct of Mr. Hunter, 
the youngest ofl&cer employed, and that of Mr. Beale, was so ex- 
emplary under such circumstances, that a Medal would well second 
the public approbation bestowed on them and their crews, on the 
* Queen's ' quarter deck. 

Captain Jackman. 

A vessel called the << Sea Slipper " had struck on a reef near the 
Spotted Islands, Labrador. She had been in collision with an- 
other schooner and sank her near Indian Tickle, taking on board 
her crew and passengers. It was between noon and one o'clock 
when the " Sea Slipper " struck the fatal reef, the hurricane 
blowing at its full from the north-west, and she almost imme- 
diately fell asunder, with twenty-seven souls on board. The situa- 
tion of these poor creatures the reader can imagine ; but they 
were not long left to despair. Captain Jackman came upon the 
scene as if moved there by a special inspiration. He could not 
account for having strayed there from the shore — he had never 
seen the spot before, and yet, in his own words, " he felt some- 
thing telling hinl to take that course;" he saw his work at a 
glance, and alone and unaided proceeded to do it. Between him 
and the wreck at the nearest point lay a width of over a hundred 
fathoms of a raging sea, and into this he plunged, having first 
found means of sending to the Spotted Islands for assistance. 
His power as a swimmer seems hardly less wonderful than the 
courage that impelled him, and striking out for the wrecked 
vessel, he conquered even the mad fury of the elements and reached 
on board ; eleven times he swam between the wreck and the shore, 
each time bringing one man off and placing hitn in safety. By 
the time these eleven lives were saved, some men arrived from 
the Spotted Islands with ropes ; securing a rope to the shore and 
around his person, Captain Jackman again dashed off to the 
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rescue of those remaining on the wreck ; making sixteen trips 
more each way, he brought on shore the other sixteen men, the 
wind and sea continuing at the utmost violence the whole time. 
Nor was his work of deliverance yet cx)mplete ; the crowning 
triumph was still to come. There was a woman left on board who 
was believed to be either dead from suflfocation, or so near death 
that the attempt to move her must be fatal. " Living or dead," 
said Captain Jackman, when he heard of her, " I'll not leave her 
there," and once again he flung himself amid the waves, and 
again reached the shore, supporting the frame of this poor ex- 
hausted woman. life was not yet extinct in her, and Captain 
Jackman, taking off his flannels, wrapped them around her. But 
she survived a very short time — only long enough to join her 
companions in pouring forth her heart's gratitude, and invoking 
heaven's benediction upon their deliverer. Captain Jackman then 
took the others to the Spotted Islands, where he had all things 
provided that were necessary for their comfort. 

0. Denny. 

At 7.15 A.M., on the 30th December 1867, whilst H.M.S. 
" Lion " was proceeding out of Lough Swilly imder steam ; 
twilight and freezing ; ship going about six knots through the 
water ; depth of water about twelve fathoms ; John Dillon, A.B., 
who was employed in securing the anchor, slipped and fell over- 
board. Not being able to swim, he would certainly have been 
drowned, had not Charles Denny, A.B., jumped overboard from 
the anchor — only waiting to slip off his shoes — and succeeded in 
supporting him until the arrival of the cutter, when they were 
both picked up, Dillon being quite insensible and Denny much 
exhausted by cold and fatigue. 

R. N. CusTANCE, Sub-Lieut., RN., and J. Hannifin. 

"SiE, — I have the honour to report the following gallant 
conduct, last evening, of Mr. Reginald N. Custance, sub-lieutenant, 
and John Hannifin, leading seaman of this ship. In transferring 
the crew from * Achilles * to * Vigo ' William Foster, gunner, 
R.M.A, fell overboard in stepping from the hulk to the lump. 
It was quite dark, with a strong tide running at the time, and the 
man, being unable to swim, was only rescued from a watery grave 
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by Mr. Custance promptly jumping overboard from the lump, and 
John Hannifin from the hulk. They both grappled him about 
the same time, four or five feet under water, and kept him afloat 
until picked up by two spare boats about fifty yards astern of 
the hulk. 

<< The man has fiince informed me that, had it not been for the 
timely aid he received, he must have been drowned. 

" K H. MuBRAY, Commander^ 

Miss E. C. Buckworth, and Miss Sissons. 

On the 3d of April 1868, at about 4.30 p.m.. Miss Blanche 
Rosa Buckworth fell into a pool surrounded by steep rocks, with 
one outlet and one inlet, in the river Emme. Miss Eva 0. Buck- 
worth jumped into the pool as soon as she saw her sister taken 
imder water ; she rose to the top, and her sister then pushed her 
on to a rock, near the outlet, where. she clung ; hut in doing so 
turned over on her back, and could not right herself, and was all 
but drowned when the governess reached the spot 

Copy of a letter from Dr. A. Newsam : 

" Sir, — When walking in the woods by the river on Friday, 
the 3d of April, I was met by Miss Buckworth, who begged me 
to come to the assistance of her sister and Miss Sissons, who 
were both in the water. When I arrived at the place I found 
Miss Sissons supporting Miss 0. Buckworth against a sloping 
rock, in a pool of water about six feet deep, her only means of 
supporting herself being by leaning with her back against one rock, 
and pressing her feet against the one in front of her. Had it not 
been for Miss Sissons having at once risked herself in this way. 
Miss 0. Buckworth must decidedly have been drowned long before 
any other assistance could have arrived." 

W. Rogers, and J. Werry. 

Yesterday evening, at 9 o'clock, whilst pn duty I heard the cry 
of " man overboard !** and observed William Rogers and Jonathan 
Werry jump overboard immediately and swim to the rescue. The 
night was veiy dark. I manned the cutter and proceeded after 
them ; much delay ensued in consequence of the darkness of the 
night. On arriving up to the men, I found them holding on to 
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the " Kent's " gig. The man who feU overboard was insensible, 
and the other two very much exhausted. There was a veiy strong 
ebb tide mnning, and fresh breeze. When picked up they were 
a quarter of a mile from the ship, and it is my opinion that the 
man (James Morris) must have been drowned had it not been for 
the gallant efforts of these two men, especially William Rogers. 

« R 0. Pole, Lieut. RIN." 

J. Blackeb. 

Yesterday afternoon, while the boat was going alongside 
Stevedore Wharf for the liberty boys, a child fell off the wharf 
into the water (seveu feet deep), and immediately sank ; on hear- 
ing which Blacker instantly jumped overboard, clothes and all on, 
dived to the bottom and brought the child up to the surface with 
him, but was unable to keep him up ; however, he stuck to him 
till instructor Collins, gunner's mate, jumped overboard to his 
assistance, and saved them both. 

J. Kennedy. 

*'SiE, — I have the honour to bring under your notice the 
gallant conduct of John Kennedy (sailmaker), and Joseph 
Blacker (boy), in jumping overboard and saving the life of Robert 
Ellison, who fell overboard while engaged in cleaning the muzzle 
of one of the main-deck guns. 

" As soon as the accident was perceived. Blacker jumped over- 
board to the rescue of Ellison (who cannot swim), and managed 
to keep him up for a little, but the task was beyond his strength 
and science, and if it had not been for Kennedy's timely assistance, 
I am afraid there would have been fatal results. This is the 
second occasion on which I have known instructor Kennedy dis- 
play similar promptitude and pluck. But what I particularly 
wish to bring under your notice is the gallant conduct of the boy 
Joseph Blacker (not twelve of age) in jumping overboard from 
that height without the slightest hesitation, at the unquestionable 
risk of his own life, to endeavour to save his comrades. You will 
scarcely be astonished to hear that this is tl^ second occasion 
within the last six weeks in which Joseph Blacker has displayed 
similar courage. 

" T. 0. Handfield." 
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J. Kelly. 

" Sib, — It is my pleasing duty to bring to your notice the very 
gallant conduct of John Kelly, captain of mizzentop of this ship, 
who, under the following circumstances, and with great .risk to his 
life, succeeded in saving that of M^or John Starey, a yoimg 
ordinary seaman of this ship, from drowning on the 27th inst 

" Major John Starey fell overboard whilst going into the dis- 
patch boat abreast the main chains ; a Kisbee's life-buoy was at 
once thrown to him from the poop, but, being unable to swim, he 
made no attempt to reach it, and must necessarily have been 
drowned before a boat could be lowered, had not John Kelly 
jumped after him. I myself saw the man disappear below the 
water before he did so, and thought he could not not possibly be 
saved. Kelly, however, dived and succeeded in bringing him up, 
Starey holding tight to him ; Another Kisbee's life-buoy was 
thrown, and after some struggling, during which time I feared 
that both would go down, Kelly managed to get the lad into the 
buoy, and then, assisted by two other men (George Hews, A.B., 
and Thomas Thome, ordinary) who had also jumped overboard, 
kept him afloat till picked up about one hundred yards astern of 
the ship. 

<< I also find that he has been awarded the Royal Humane 
Society's Bronze Medal for saving (with others) the life of 
Abraham Wiseman, ordinary seaman of this ship, in May 1866. 

"J. J. Wilson, Captain" 

S. Dyer. 

On the 3d of April last, during a very rough sea, and off one 
of the most dangerous points on the leeward coast, a boat con- 
taining two men, named Anthony George and Samuel Ash, a 
woman, Maria George, and a boy, was swamped. 

A young man named Samuel Dyer, of the Queen's Volunteers, 
happened to be near, and immediately pulled to the sinking boat, 
took the boy from it and put him in his boat, which was heavily 
laden. He then jumped into the sea and prevented for some time 
the swamped boat irom turning over ; while doing so Dyer's boat 
was carried away by the current, and could just be kept afloat by 
those in it. On the swamped boat's turning over, Anthony 
George and his wife were thrown into the sea. Ash having 
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previously got out of it. Dyer first rescued Anthony George, 
who was a weak old man, brought him to the overturned boat, 
and succeeded in turning it over, made the old man cling to it. 
He then rescued the woman, and bringing her to the boat, 
placed himself between her and Anthony George. For some time 
all (including Ash) clung to the boat, but the sea again over- 
turning it, they were washed off. Dyer again rescued the old 
woman, and swam with her to the overturned boat, but she was 
unable to cling to it, and he had to support her. He saw the 
old man struggling some distance off, but could then give him no 
assistance, as the woman would have sunk had he left her. 

After about one hour's struggling in the water a small boat 
passing came near, and took in the woman, but left the rest in the 
water. Dyer was by this time exhausted, but with a great effort 
righted the boat, helped Ash into it, and then got in. Before 
this was done, however, Anthony Greorge was drowned. 

U. Peachey. 

On the morning of the 23d of June 1865, Henry Charles 
Waddon Smale went out to bathe at Southsea Beach, and 
whilst very near Southsea pier, the eddy tide carried him 
out seaward ; he exerted all his strength to reach the shore, 
but becoming exhausted, he was on the point of being drowned, 
when Uriah Peachey, chief boatswain's mate of H.M. Train- 
ing Brig "Martin," attached to H.M.S. "Vincent," at this 
port, without the least hesitation rushed gallantly into the water, 
swam to the boy, and rescued him from a watery grave, as the 
boy was lying on the water with his face downwards, and in a 
perfectly unconscious state. 

H. Stocks. 

6.30 P.M., 21st July 1868. At the end of the pier of Kim- 
meridge Bay, ten feety it being high water and spring tides at the 
time of occurrence. Stocks ran the distance of 200 yards, jumped 
into the water with clothes on, and swam to the assistance of a 
drowning person, who was in the act of going down the third 
time, and landed her on the pier. 

Stocks has already received the Honorary Bronze Medal of this 
Society in 1842, and the Honorary Vellum Testimonial in the 
year 1846. 
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W. H. James. 

On the 5th August, four or five ladies were bathing from a 
machine at Fleetwood, and one of these ladies, Miss Mary 
Osborne, a daughter of the Rev. G. J. Osborne, vicar of this 
parish, got out of her depth, and had it not been for the bravery 
and courage of Mr. James, who rushed into the water, and swam 
off to her, she must have been drowned. 

Mr. James is an elderly gentleman suffering from rheumatism, 
in fact, one side almost helpless ; and it was at the most 
imminent risk to his own life, and with the greatest difficulty he 
succeeded in rescuing Miss Osborne. 

P. C. Porter. 

On the 21st May 1868, I left Philadelphia at half-past ten 
with the mails, one male and one female passenger, and four boat 
hands. There was a barque at anchor in the ship channel ; the 
weather was heavy, and a strong sea on ; it was raining and blow- 
ing, and the wind changing about. I made for Lyman, and in 
doing so would have passed close to the barque ; when about half 
way to the barque, and about a mile from the shore, the men and 
passengers were sitting on the weather side of the boat. All at 
once the wind changed, shifting over the sails, and the side the 
people were sitting on became the lee side ; before they could 
shift, the boat at once filled with water ; the boat turned half over, 
side up ; the ballast fell out ; the sails prevented her from going 
down altogether, and the anchor and chain ran out. The anchor 
held to the ground, so kept the boat in the same place. I made 
one of my men get hold of the woman, and put her on her side. 
I then swam round and round the boat, imtil I saw every one safe 
on her, and I also got hold of the'bag in which the mails were, and 
gave it to one of the boatmen. I then started to swim ashore for 
assistance. The barque's boat was not with her, I knew, for I 
had left her on the flat. I swam until I got soundings with my 
feet. I was about three quarters of an hour in the water. Al- 
though I could touch bottom when near shore, the water was so 
rough that I had to keep swimming, and was so much exhausted, 
that I was almost gone. I heard a man say, '< Fling him a rope," 
and I said, " No, I can't catch a rope ; lay hold of me and pull 
me in the boat." 



I 
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P. C. Porter is sixty-two years of age, and has been in the 
police force for thirty years. The fact of his leaving younger men 
in compai*ative safety in the boat, and risking his own life to swim 
a distance of a mile through a heavy sea to procure assistance for 
them, and doing which nearly cost him his life, is an act which 
ought not to go unnoticed and unrewarded. 

HiNCKS, Governor, 

C. E. Drake, RN. 

At 10 o'clock P.M., 18th August 1868 ; Portsmouth Harbour ; 
eight fathoms water ; ebb tide running strong at the time ; night 
very dark ; John Edgcombe, A.B., had jdready jumped after 
Eees, but had relinquished the attempt, having been nearly 
drowned himself by the struggles of Eees, who seems not to have 
been sober at the time. Mr. Drake, with great preseifbe of mind, 
took the life-buoy from aft, and jumped off the fore-chains with 
it, and succeeded in keeping Eees up, though not without great 
difficulty, and he (Eees) was under water before the boat of a 
small craft picked them up. We had no boats near. 

Viscount Bury, and Peide. 

Extract of newspaper, 10th October 1868. Lord Bury's 
evidence at inquest : — 

"I was on the beach opposite Elmhurst yesterday, about 
twenty minutes past one. I saw a fishing boat coming from 
Christchurch ledge towards the bar, having the wind from south- 
west, and heavy sea running over the whole length of the bar ; 
the sea was breaking so that I thought no boat could live in it. 
After a time I suddenly lost sight of the boat, and it was then 
evident that she was swamped. 

I ran towards my house, and fell in with Pride, of the Coast- 
guard, in a lane leading to the sea, and we went to the cliff near 
Gundimore, and saw the boat upset in the breakers, with some- 
body clinging to her. Pride and I launched the coastguard boat, 
and we had about three quarters of a mile to row. The boat was 
unsuitable for the purpose — short and flat, difficult to steer, and 
quite unfit to contend with such a sea. When opposite the 
steamer. Pride got sight of the wreck, and saw that John Vick 
was on it. A few minutes later we got Yick on board with some 
difficulty, as we were both nearly exhausted, and Yick was barely 
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sensible, — stunned by the sea as we came up to him ; we saw two 
heavy seas break over him, which must have finished him, had it 
not been for the oars and lobster pots on which he was resting. 
The wrecked boat was floating on her side about three or four 
yards away, and the whole wreck was going out towards the sea.. 
I then got hold of another man who was floating with just the 
crown of his head above water, and who was entangled in the pot 
lines. That was Joseph Vick. Pride meanwhile got hold of 
French, who was also floating with his face above water. Both 
of them were, in my opinion, dead at that moment. We had 
great difficulty in getting them on board, as Vick was a very 
heavy man, and one of us had to keep the boat's head to sea. 
We tried to get into the harbour, but could not, owing to the 
weight of French on the bows, and we beached her opposite 
Highclifl' O&stle. We landed the bodies on the beach, and tried 
to restore them. Yick was warm. Pride displayed great 
alacrity ; while others refused to render assistance, although they 
were asked." 

A. Beown. 

The schooner " Maria and Fanny," of Milford, Pembrokeshire, 
seventy-eight tons register, left the port of Ayr, in Ayrshire, on 
the 28th July, coal laden, for the port of Lunerick, in Ireland ; 
was driven off the Irish coast on the morning of the 7th August 
in a gale of wind from the south-west, and struck on a reef of 
sunken rocks, bearing about south from Kennavara Hill, in the 
island of Tyree, Argyllshire, about four o'clock on the morning of 
the 8th August. At about 10.30 A.M., the report having reached 
Captain Archibald Brown, of the smack " Laverock Scott," who 
immediately, on arriving at the shore, by urgent entreaties 
succeeded in getting a crew to volunteer to accompany him in 
making an attempt The next step being to get a boat, and as 
none could be got at Kennavara, without waste of time, they at 
once put off from the fishing village of Balephuil in a fishing boat, 
although the best that could be got was veiy unsuitable for the 
occasion. After rowing against the gale and heavy sea a distance 
of about two and a half miles, with great difficulty and imminent 
risk they reached the scene of the wreck, but owing to the 
violence of the breakers, they found it impossible to approach. 
They at last, through the ingenuity and presence of mind of 
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Captain Brown, effected a communication (something similar to 
the rocket apparatus) with the survivors, one of whom was so far 
exhausted as to be unable to grasp the ropes ; but being fixed 
thereto by his companions was safely landed on board. The other 
two were taken off the mast in the same manner, and all safely 
landed and cared for at the village. The names of the parties 
(who reside at Manual, another village distant about two miles) 
were Neil Sinclair, Archibald Brown, Archibald McLean, senior, 
Archibald M*Lean, junior, John Black, Duncan M*Lean, and 
Thoihas Campbell They are all poor fishermen. 

L. Maboh, Consul. 

On the night of the 7 th December last, the French ship 
" Nouveau Caboteur," was cast on shore in the Bay of Zurriola, on 
the north coast of Spain, during a gale of wind ; the 'sea at the 
time was running so heavily that no boat would venture to put 
off. There was also a general belief that it was impossible for a 
boat to be of any service. At this crisis, the British Vice-Consul 
at San Sebastian, Mr. E. B. March, after unsuccessfully entreating 
some of the bystanders to accompany him, plimged into the sea, 
swam to the vessel, and succeeded in bringing a rope to land. 
The rope was then secured, and one of the crew came safely to 
shore along it ; the second, however (a lad), lost his hold, dropped 
into the sea, and sank. Then Mr. March, though benumbed with 
cold, at the greatest possible risk, again swam to the vessel, dived 
under her keel, recovered the lad, and brought him safe to land. 
The remainder of the crew (which consisted of six men in all) got 
safely to land. 

Mr. March was for a time completely prostrated from the 
effects of his exertions, and the intense cold ; but by care and 
attention he was restored, a result scarcely to have been expected 
under the circumstances. 

C. V. Anson, Lieutenant, R.N. 

" Having had under consideration your letter of the 1 3th Febru- 
ary 1868, and its enclosure, I request that you will convey to 
Lieut. Charles Vernon Anson my warm approval of the gallantry he 
displayed in assisting to save life from the wreck of the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company's steamer * Niphon,' on the night of the 
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23d of January last You will inform lieut. Anson that I shall 
liave pleasure in directing their Lordships' attention to his praise- 
worthy conduct, recommending him at the same time for the ' 
Albert medal, which Her Majesty has been pleased to institute as 
a reward for those who endanger their own lives to save the lives 
of others from shipwreck. 

" Henry Keppel, Vke- Admiral 
and Commander-in-Chief.^^ 

D. Ward, D. Ward, Jun., and R Berry. 

On 11th December 1869, about half-past seven o'clock, as Mr. 
David Ward, senior, the old fisherman on the island, was walking 
Along the shore, he saw, from the large quantity of wood which had 
floated ashore, that some unfortunate vessel vainly endeavoured 
•to battle with the tempest of last night. He turned along towards 
the West Gap, and in a few minutes came in sight of the schooner 
with two of the crew hanging to the rigging, making signs for 
aid to Mr. Ward, who immediately saw that assistance must be 
got to them quickly, and hurried back, and, with William Ward 
and Robert Berry, quickly launched a boat on the bay side of 
the island, for the sea was so heavy on the lake side that no 
boat could have gone out without great danger. When young 
Ward and Berry had pulled to that part of the island opposite 
the vessel, they went ashore and dragged the boat across. The 
schooner was about 200 yards from the shore, and the breakers, 
which rolled in from the lake, made it hazardous to launch the 
boat. Finally they succeeded, but had only gone about fifty 
yards when they were swamped; nothing daunted. Ward and 
Berry clung to the boat and managed to right her, ready for 
another attempt. The second was more fortunate than the 
first, and, reaching the schooner, they took two of the crew off 
and brought them ashore, so numbed and frozen that they 
could hardly move. The third time they also succeeded, and 
brought three more from the wreck; but, on the fourth effort, 
while about 100 yards out, soaked through as the two gallant 
fellows were, they were again swamped, and this time they them- 
selves had a narrow escape from a watery grave ; however, they 
swam alongside their boat and got her righted and emptied of 
water, and, in their fourth trip to the vessel, rescued the remain- 
ing two, making a total of seven saved. 
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T. Flann. 



At the stranding of the brig " Amalie," on the Peeble Beach, 
Portland, on the 1st Febraary 1869, during a fearful gale of wind, 
testimony is borne to the daring and gallant conduct of Thomas 
Flann, by whose intrepidity (after two men had been drowned in 
the attempt to land), through rushing into the boiling surf, with 
a rope cast round his body, climbed up the fore-chain on to the 
deck of the ship, and made fast a rope round each man's body, by 
which means he saved the lives of the captain and the remaining 
seven of the crew. 

Me. Irwin. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. T. N. Irwin to the Secretary 
of the Royal Humane Society ; — 

" Dear Sir, — Since my return from Switzerland I have intended 
bringing under the notice of your Committee the brave and un- 
selfish conduct of my eldest son, in wonderfully rescuing his two 
brothers, my daughter, and myself, when our boat was capsized in 
a sudden tornado which overtook us on the 2 2d August 1868, on 
Lake Leman, about one mile and a half from Vevey. Truly, had 
it not been for his courage and presence of mind we must all have 
perished ; since, though I am an excellent swimmer and boatman 
from boyhood, I was disabled by a bad sprained wrist previously, 
and quite exhausted after diving three times in the boiling 
tempest for my poor wife, who was torn asunder from me by a 
tremendous billow, after I had brought her to the surface the 
third time ; and, as I was sinking, my gallant boy, who had dived 
after his sister, and then his brother, brought and placed them 
and his second brother, who was paddling to save himself, upon 
the bottom of our twirling boat, caught hold of me and swam 
with me to the boat ; however, from the irregular distribution of 
our bodies, the boat was rolled over by each wave so that he was 
required to endure similar exhaustion of strength on every whirl- 
ing of the boat ; and this continued, I was told by the Police 
Superintendent, for one hour, as we drifted in the almost dark- 
ness; five times he dived for his sister and brothers, and once to 
relieve her crinoline, caught under the boat and dragging her 
down." 
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Gravenor, Lieutenant, RN. 

On the 15th April 1869, at Jersey, No. 1265, Corporal Thomas 
Eilloran, of the 17th Hegiment, came off in H.M.S. "Dasher," 
to H.M.S. " Orontes," for the purpose of bringing a message about 
some baggage and band cases that were missing. 

Whilst passing from one vessel to the other he fell into the 
water ; at the time there was a heavy sea on and the vessels were 
rolling a good deal and bumping heavily against each other; there 
was also a strong tide running. This non-commissioned officer 
would undoubtedly have been drowned if Lieut. Gravenor, of 
H.M.S. " Dasher," had not gallantly jumped into the water, at 
the risk of his own life, and upheld him until a boat was lowered. 

H.M.S. " Dasher " had to proceed up the harbour pf Jersey 
before the baggage of the 43d Light Lifantry could be trans- 
ferred from her to H.M.S. " Orontes," as it was unsafe even for 
the sailors to work at the transhipment. 

C. Mitchell. 

" John Lionel, on oath, saith: — I knew Mr. Charles Mitchell, the 
late magistrate of this district. I was {absent on the 9th of March 
1868, when he saved the life of L. A. Cordova. A large boat had 
returned from Port of Spain on the morning of the said day, 
and was in sight of the shore at about 300 yards distant. The 
crew and passengers were unable to land in consequence of the 
very heavy surf that then prevailed, and they were suffering from 
the want of water. Signals of distress having been made with a 
water-keg, six men volunteered to go out with a supply in a 
small boat. Mr. Mitchdl ran down to the landing-place, which is 
a very dangerous one in bad weather, when the surf breaks with 
such fury that it is almost impossible for any one who may fall 
overboard to save himself. 

"The small boat had not proceeded farther than 150 yards 
when it capsized; there were several expert swimmers present, but 
so great was the danger that none but Mr. Mitchell would venture 
to risk his life in order to save the men who were now struggling 
in the breakers. Mr. Mitchell took off his jacket and swam out 
to L. A. Cordova; he supported him and brought him to the shore; 
he swam out once more towards Jose Comeille, and was in the 
act of holding him, when he disappeared in the surf. Mr. Mitchell 
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then returned to the shore, which he reached with the greatest 
difficulty, owing to the outward current and the violence of the 
surf that threatened more than once to dash him against the sunken 
rocks." 

J. H. CoxoN, Commander, R.N., and C. Brenton, 

Sub-Lteutenant, RN. 

As H.M.S. " Philomel," Commander J. H. Coxon, was lying at 
anchor in the harbour of Matanzas a few weeks ago, the captain's 
steward attempted suicide by jumping overboard. Commander 
Coxon immediately plunged after him, and was struggling with him 
in the water, when Sub-Iieut. Carey Brenton rushed to the star- 
board gangway and leapt in to their assistance. Getting one arm 
round the steward, and seizing hold of a rope, he assisted the 
Captain in his effort to hold the struggHng man's head above water 
until a boat could be lowered, in spite of his shouts and frenzied 
efforts to free himself from his preservers. 

The silver clasp was awarded to Commander Coxon, and silver 
medal to Lieutenant Brenton. 

B. N. West, Sub-Lieutenant, RK 

" Sir, — t am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Committee of the Royal Humane Society, a copy of a letter from 
Lieut. C. F. W. Johnson, of the * Bustard,* reporting the gallant 
conduct of acting navigating Sub-Lieut. B. N. West, who, on the 
19th November 1868, jumped overboard and saved the life of 
Mr. J. A. Ritt, Assistant-Engineer, who was trying to commit 
suicide. 

** This rescue took place at Takan (Formosa), in two and a half 
fathoms water, a strong tide running, and a very dark night. — I 
am, etc., 

" Vernon Lushington." 

Lieutenant Hart, RK 

On the 27th July 1869, at a few minutes past eight o'clock in 
the evening, there was a crowd and a commotion on the pier, 
looking at a man struggling in the water and making for the 
opposite side; three Frenchmen at this moment took possession 
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of a boat that was there, but which they could not manage to 
bring up to the help of the man, who in the meantime had called 
for help and now showed signs of drowning, having once sunk, 
whereupon Mr. Barker, having also descended the stairway, swam 
to the rescue, but, it appeared, was unable to save the man, owing, 
no doubt, to his drowning struggles. 

Lieut. Hart at this moment divested himself of his coat and 
necktie, at once leaped from the landiog-stage into the water, and 
succeeded, in company with Mr. Barker, in bringing the man 
safely to shore. 

On Lieut. Hart's arrival on the sauds, it was observed that 
he was injured, and, as he was too anxious about the welfare of 
the rescued man, he was strongly urged to look to himself. 

D. Holland. 

Extract of a letter from Lieut. H. T. Price, RN. to Rear- 
Admiral F. Warden, C.B :— 

" Sir, — I have to inform you, that, on the 10th August 1869, 
at about three p.m., John O'Neill, A.B., of this ship, fell over- 
board whilst getting into the dingy from the lower boom, and, 
beiug unable to swim, would in all probability have been drowned, 
had not Dennis Holland, A.B., of this ship, jumped overboard 
from the waist, and succeeded in keeping him afloat till a boat 
reached their assistance. 

" I beg to enclose full particulars of the Kjase, as enjoined in 
the Admiralty instructions, and, provided you consider it a case 
worthy of reward, to be forwarded to the Lords Commissiooers 
of the Admiralty, with the view of obtaining the Royal Humane 
Society's medal for the said Dennis Holland, as there was a 
strong tide running at the time, and his life was in great danger, 
from the violent manner in which John O'iN'eill struggled. , 

" This rescue took place in six and a half fathoms water ; the 
tide was running past the ship at the rate of three knots an hour." 

T. Empson. 

"On the 15th of September 1869, at eight a.m., told the 
second mate to haul in the log and see what distance the ship 
had run. About ten minutes after heard the second mate call 
out, < Aman overboard!' Looked round and saw the man astern;. 
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icalled out below to the engineer, to stop her and go full speed 
astern, which was done, and called out to the men aft to throw 
the boat's oars over to the man, and the life-buoys, but they could 
not get them thrown to him. The ship by that time had got 
athwart, so we stopped the engines, and the ship drifted towards 
the man, it blowing a gale of wind at the time, and a very heavy 
sea running. We succeeded in throwing a life-buoy close to the 
man that was in the water, but he had not strength to take hold 
of it ; he was. then nearly close to the ship's bows. One of our 
men, seeing that the man was nearly gone, jumped over the bows 
and swam to the man to try to save him, but he could not, and 
we had great difficulty in saving him in such a sea. "We got the 
the man on board that jumped in, but the other poor fellow sank 
to rise no more ; we stopped to see if we could see him, but we 
could not, so we had to proceed on our voyage. It was a brave 
action of the sailor, Thomas Empson, to jump overboard to try to 
save his shipmate in such a storm of wind and sea, and we think 
such manly conduct should merit some favour, as you will agree 
with me in that respect, so that we may encourage our men to do 
their utmost in such cases. John Wright, 

" Captain, S.S, ' Colletis.''' 

J. L. C. Hermandez. 

On the 4th August 1869, at about eight o'clock in the evening, 
it being very dark, the tide being three-quarters full and running 
in very fast, Hermandez, hearing cries proceeding from the middle 
of the river Ortoire, as if from some person drowning, jumped 
into the water without undressing himself, and, swimming to the 
spot, found a woman in the water with a baby in her arms ; the 
woman was supporting herself partly upon an old shell boat and 
partly by swimming with the arm left free. Through his exertions, 
and help given by one Charles Eddy, who also behaved bravely, 
Hermandez brought the woman and child all safe on shore. The 
woman then mentioned to him that her son, thirty-five years of age, 
had been with her in the boat and had disappeared; he, Hermandez, 
again jumped into the river and tried his best, but to no purpose, 
as the man had already sunk. 

Those only who know what the river Ortoire is at this time of 
the year will understand the dangers Hermandez exposed him- 
self to, the probable presence of sharks, and other large fishes. 



296 ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 

It is the second time within one month that Hermandez has 
exposed himself to save others : he was the means, two or three 
weeks before, of saving the life of one person out of four whose 
boat had be^n swamped in the sea off the mouth of the river 
Ortoire. 

Hermandez, in his fishing-boat, went bravely out to the rescue 
through a very heavy storm, and arrived just in time to pick up 
one of the men, who, having received several contusions, was 
already in an exhausted state. 

J. HicKiE, Rifle Brigade. 

On the 24th September 1869, Ensign Hammond, and No. 3114, 
Private John Hickie, of the 3d Battalion Rifle Brigade, attended 
by a native boy, were sailing in a small boat on a branch or channel 
of the river Ganges, which runs past this cantonment While 
tacking, some part of the gear fouled, the boat, being taken aback, 
and with no way on her, capsized, and immediately sank in deep 
water. 

The native boy, who, like his class generally, is an expert 
swimmer, was so alarmed at his sudden immersion that he made 
straight for the shore, and could not be induced to return and 
render any assistance. 

Mr. Hammond is a very indifferent swimmer, only able to 
support himself for a short time in the water ; hampered by his 
clothes and impeded by the current, he quickly became exhausted. 

Private Hickie swims well, and, seeing Mr. Hammond's con- 
dition, he at once swam to his aid and endeavoured to assist him 
into shallow water. 

The difficulty, however, of towing a man heavier than himself 
soon told on his swimming powers, and he became nearly as help- 
less as the person whose life he was endeavouring to save ; three 
times he had to shake himself clear of Mr. Hammond in order to 
recover his strength, and the latter at length, seeing Hickie's 
state of bodily distress, resigned himself to what seemed to be his 
inevitable fate, and requested Hickie to leave him and save himself. 
This Hickie refused to do, as, to use his own expression, he would 
have been ashamed to show his face to his comrades had he thus 
left his officer to be drowned. Eventually both contrived to reach 
shallow water in an exhausted state. 
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Captain Ponsonby. 

Copy of a letter from William Boniface, master of the ship 
« Gresham," — 

" Sir, — I have the honour to invite your attention to a para- 
graph which appears in this day's Argus, relative to an act of 
bravery performed by Captain Ponsonby, of the * Coldstream,' 
in endeavouring to save the life of one of my crew who fell off 
the Williamstown Pier, on the night of the 12th July 1869. I 
can vouch for the correctness of the report alluded to, and I should 
be glad if your department would take the matter up with a view 
of representing Captain Ponsonby's conduct to the Board of 
Trade." 

" With reference to the accidental death of the sailor who fell 
off the Williamstown Breakwater, it is right that it should be 
known that a very gallant attempt was made to save him by 
Captain Ponsonby of the ship < Coldstream.' The man belonged 
to the ship < Gresham,' but, it being reported on the * Coldstream,' 
Captain Ponsonby jumped out of his bed, and at once sprang 
overboard, where he swam about for some time, until all hope of 
the man rising was past ; considering that it was midnight and 
very dark, it was a very plucky act, and highly creditable to the 
doer." 

F. ESOOMBB. 

Statement of the circumstances attending the assistance, by Mr. 
Frank Escombe, in the rescue from drowning, in Yokohama, in 
Japan, of three persons, on the 29th May 1869 ; viz., John Kiddie 
Black, H. J. Black, and a Japanese seudo or boatman. 

The occurrence took place in the Yokohama roadstead, in 
about four fathoms water, the wind blovring fresh. Henry James 
Black, the son, had been knocked overboard, from a small 
schooner (pilot-boat), by the giving of the mizen-spanker ; the 
the father went in and supported him for some time, until the 
seudo, seeing no assistance at hand, jumped in and swam to their 
assistance. Being a strong swimmer, the father, who had all his 
heavy woollen clothes on, and was pretty tired, gave the boy up 
to the seudo, but he, not being able to support him, seized hold 
of the father's hands to preserve his own life. At this time Mr. 
Escombe, who was in a cutter that was competing in, a sailing- 
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match, threw himself into the water and swam to the assistance 
of the three ; he had a considerable distance to swim, but arrived 
in time to render effectual assistance by taking the little boy ; the 
eeudo, not immediately recovering himself even when he had but 
himself to look to, then seized hold of Mr. Escombe, but fortun- 
ately a boat by this time arrived, and all were saved. Mr. Escombe's 
arrival was so timely, that had he not come when he did the 
boat would have been too late. 



Captain B. A. Wake, RK 

On the 23d December 1869, one of the boys on board the 
" Mars " Training Ship, stationed in the river Tay, was employed 
in cleaning out a boat hanging in the davits. While in the act 
of leaving the boat he fell through between the boat and the ship 
from a height of about 20 feet into the river. A life-buoy was 
instantly thrown to the boy with great precision, but in conse- 
quence of the severe blow he must have received in striking the 
water he appeared quite insensible, and made no effort to lay hold 
of the buoy. 

The Captain Superintendent, Captain B. A. Wake, witnessed 
the occurrence, and seeing the imminent danger in which the boy 
was placed, instantly threw off his coat, and leaped from the 
steam gallery, a height of 26 feet, into the river, and in less than 
two minutes had the boy safe in the life-buoy. 

Taking into consideration the current running at the time, 
the height from which Captain Wake had to leap, and the promp- 
titude with which it was done, the act was one of great daring, 
and entitled to special recognition, especially as it was attended 
with so happy a result. 

T. J. H. Rapson, Navigating Sub-Lieutenant, R.N. 

**SiR, — I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit to you herewith a report of the gallant 
conduct of Navigating Sub-Lieutenant Thomas J. H. Rapson, and 
William Shill, Corporal R.M.L.S., in saving the life of Henry 
Owen, a ship's cook on board H.M.S. * Trinculo,' from drowning, 
on the 1st of September last, forwarded to their Lordships by 
Lieutenant Y. Sanders, the officer commanding that vessel. I am 
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to request that it may be laid before the Committee of the Royal 
Humane Society, 

" John Henry Briggs. 

'' Zlst January 1870." 

Extract from the case : — 

"At 11.50 P.M., September 1st, 1869, man perfectly helpless 
in the water from injuries received in falliug overboard, and 
drowning ; head only just level with the water ; no boats down ; 
cutter had to be lowered, the man being so very helpless from his 
injuries that it was found impossible to get him up the side. 
Corporal ShiU jumped overboard from two to three minutes after 
Mr. Rapson, and assisted in bringing the man to the gangway." 

Lord W. Kerr, R.N. 

" My dear Sir, — I beg to enclose a statement by Lord Gifford, 
Captain of H.M.S. * Hercules,' of the circumstances attending the 
saving of a man's life by Lord Walter Kerr, commander of the 
same ship. 

" There is no doubt but that for his prompt and unhesitating 
action the man must have been drowned, as he was disabled by 
striking the ship's side as he fell, and the rapid current would have 
swept him far away before the boats could have reached him, 
even if he had been able to keep afloat. 

" I must apologize for the delay in sending in the request for 
the medal of the Society, but I understood from you when the 
occcurrence took place that all applications for men in the navy 
came through the Admiralty. There is no doubt that Lord 
Walter, being the person through whom the report of the 
circumstance would come, did not like to call attention to his 
own gallantry. 

" I trust, therefore, that under the circumstances the Committee 
of the Society will make exception to the rule of limitation of 
time. 

" Yours truly, 

« R. A. J. Talbot. 

^'lOth March 1870." 

Extract from the case : — 

" 3d April 1869, 3 p.m., river Tagus nineteen fathoms; strong 
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tides and eddies ; a very dangerous water ; few bodies float. 
John Cochrane fell from the mizen rigging into the water, strik-^ 
ing his head against the ship's side, which rendered him insensible. 
Lord Walter, on seeing him helpless, jumped overboard, a height 
of about thirty feet, and supported him until a boat arrived to 
bring them back to the ship." 



R. F. Briscob. 

We, the undersigned, request you will do us the favour of bring- 
ing to the notice of the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company the following statements showing the invaluable assistance 
rendered by Mr. R F. Briscoe, of that service, on the occasion of 
the fatal accident which occurred on the 23d instant at Bandora, 
near Bombay. Mr. Briscoe formed one of a party returning 
from a picnic at the above-named place, and was seated on the 
top of an omnibus with four ladies and several gentlemen. The 
horses becoming unmanageable when descending a hiU, the vehicle 
was dashed against the wall, near or below which was a large, 
deep well Mr. Briscoe, with a sailor's usual readiness, jumped 
from the omnibus and escaped unhurt. On learning that some of 
his companions had fallen into the well, without a moment's hesi- 
tation, and at the imminent risk of his life, he descended and 
succeeded in rescuing Mr. P. A. R Oldfield, who was in a state of 
extreme exhaustion ; he further endeavoured to raise the bodies 
of the unfortunate ladies who perished, again and again diving for 
that purpose, there being fifteen feet of water in the well. Find- 
ing his efforts fruitless, and at the earnest request of his friends, he 
ascended, and then did all in his power to assist others of the party 
who had been injured in the fall from the omnibus. When means 
were procured for dragging the well, none of the natives being 
willing to recover the bodies, Mr. Briscoe volunteered to do so, and 
again descended the well, and after very great exertions was suc- 
cessful — first bringing Miss Philips and afterwards Madame Vinay 
to the surface. When Mr. Briscoe was taken from the well he 
was found to be in a state of complete prostration, caused by his 
prolonged efforts, the foul air, and stagnant water. 

We have great pleasure in subscribing our names to this 
testimonial, which we think is justly due to Mr. Briscoe for the 
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gallantry, humanity, and devotion which he displayed throughout 
the awful catastrophe which has been above described. 

Thomas Stock, Brigadier-GteneraL 

Agnes M. Howaed. 

Sabina Sheppard. 

T. S. Warden, Major, Brigade-Msgor. 

C. Sargent, Judge, High Court. 

John Lumsdaine, Surgeon-Major. 

John Watts, Captain, Staff Corps. 

P. A. R. Oldfield. 

A. B. Warden, Judge, High Court. 

Avec la pliis jf/rofonde reconnaissance, J. V. Vinay. 

J. GtBBS, Judge, H.M. High Court. 

Fraser Salter Hore. 

Isabella Hore. 

Payne Barras, Major, Bombay Staff Corps. 

C. Archibald Langley. 
p T> f For S. M*CuLLOCH, Barrister-at-Law. 
' \For Nessib M*Culloch. 

J. S. WniTfi, Captain, R.E. 

H. J. Stock, Captain, Staff Corps. 

G. M. E. Green. 

C. Laprimaudaye, Lieutenant, RK, and W. Norton. 

On the 2l8t March 8 70, about 10 a.m., with the ship going 
before a fresh breeze under all plain sail, Edward Kelly, ordinary, 
fell overboard from the mizen top-gallant yard, stiiking the davit 
guys in his fall. 

Lieutenant Clement Laprimaudaye and William Norton, ordi- 
nary seamen, jumped overboard after him without removing any 
of their clothes. 

The ship was rounded to and a boat lowered as .soon as pos- 
sible, but from the rate the ship was going it was some time 
before it reached and picked them up, nearly exhausted from their 
efforts to support the insensible body of Kelly. 

They were unable to reach the life-buoy. 

A. A. Taylor, Sub-Lieutenant, RN. 

About 11 A.M. on the 22d April 1870, in lat. 47° 6' n., and 
long. 126° dl' w., the ship being under steam and sail at the 
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time, and going over seven knots per hour, also rolling very heavily, 
the wind vt.n.vt., force 5, thermometer 43°, John Sweet, boy, 1st 
class, whilst taking his clothes out of the forerigging, feU over- 
board, striking the fore chains before touching the water. Mr. 
A. A. Taylor, Sub-Lieutenant, the officer on watch on the fore- 
castle, jumped overboard from the bridge (about 20 feet from the 
water) to save the lad, but unfortunately he had disappeared before 
Mr. Taylor could render him any assistance. Mr. Taylor was in 
the water over fifteen minutes, and when picked up by the life- 
boat was much exhausted and numbed by the cold. The sea 
was so heavy at the time that had the ship not been under 
steam, which enabled me to keep her bow to the swell, there 
would have been great risk in hooking on and hoisting up the 
boat. 

Miss Cummins. 

A letter from Mr. Jack, Staff-Surgeon, R.N., to the Secretary, 
Royal Humane Society : — 

" Sir, — I beg to caU your attention to a paragraph in the Cork 
Daily Herald of yesterday's date (a copy of which I send by the 
same post) headed * Gallant Rescue by a Lady,' and to suggest 
that it is a caae deserving the medal of the Royal Humane 
Society. 

" As the husband of Mrs. Jack, therein mentioned as being 
rescued by Miss Cummins, I can vouch for the general accuracy 
of the paragraph, but if any other details are necessary I shall be 
only too glad to supply them. I believe that but for the heroic 
conduct of Miss Cummins my wife might have sunk before other 
assistance could have arrived, and I therefore trust that the medal 
or some other public recognition of her brave act may be awarded 
her." 

Extract ffom the case : — 

<* About 3 P.M. on the 27th July 1870, at Whitepoint, Queens- 
town, depth of water unknown, but considerably beyond the height 
of both ladies ; Mrs. Jack while bathing got out of her depth, 
and was carried away some distance still further beyond her depth 
(floating on her back, being unable to swim) by a strong flood- 
tide running round the point, and Miss Cummins swam after her 
and brought her back to the shore, having caught hold of her by 
the wrist.** 
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H. S. Thomson, Midshipman. 

On Thursday the 14th day of July, at 5.30 p.m., the man 
named in the margin (Thomas Hodges Ordley), while clearing 
the earing, which had fouled in the sheave of starboard cheek, 
while sheeting home the maintop gallant sail, fell overboard, ship 
going six to eight knots per hour, and struck the preventer main 
brace and fell into the water, when Mr. Harry S. Thomson, mid- 
shipman, did most gallantly jump overboard, and was the means 
of saving his life. 

J. Fry. 

Between 11 and 12 o'clock a.m., Saturday, 27th August 1870, 
on Tynemouth Long Sands, in depth where rescued about thirty 
feet, the sea very lumpy, and a strong back current running, on 
being told that some one was drowning, James Fry ran to the 
water's edge and saw a man's arms waving wildly above the 
surface at from 50 to 100 yards from the shore. He immediately 
stripped off the upper part of his clothing, but whilst doing so the 
man sank ; he at once plunged in, and after swimming about 200 
yards (the body having drifted out), he saw the body floating face 
downwards, with head hanging forward between outstretched arms, 
and at from three to five feet below the surface ; he then dived, 
and swimming round the body carefully took hold of it to 
ascertain whether or not it was perfectly insensible ; on finding 
such was the case, he turned it on its back, placed his hands one 
on each side of the head, taking a firm grasp of the hair, and came 
to the surface, swimming in this manner about fifty yards, . when a 
boat arrived and conveyed them ashore. 

Miss Scott. 

Letter from Major H. B. Sawrey to the Royal Humane Society : — 
" Sir, — A yoimg lady residing here performed a few days ago, 
while staying at Bandoran, a most heroic act in saving the life of 
another young lady who was carried out to sea by the violence of 
the tide when bathing. Miss Scott seeing a young lady, Miss 
Tredennick, swept out to sea by the violence of the tide, swam 
after her, but found on reaching her the tide was running out so 
rapidly that she could not return with her ; she therefore sup- 
ported her for many minutes, still drifting to seaward, until at 
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length assistance arrived and the girls were rescued from their 
terrible position. The cool courage of Miss Scott deserves the 
very highest praise ; no person could possibly show a higher order 
of brave and unselfish devotion than did the young girl who so 
nobly saved her companion from death. Should you wish further 
particulars, I shall be glad to obtain them for you." 

C. 0. Grundy. 

"3.30 P.M., Friday, 29th July 1870, Blawith Point, Grange- 
over-Sands, Morecambe Bay, ten or twelve feet water, strong 
current — John Birkbeck got out of his depth while bathing ; his 
brother, Vincent M. Birkbeck, seeing this, swam to his rescue. 
John Birkbeck thinking only of himself, clutched Vincent in such 
a manner as not only to prevent him from swimming, but also to 
drag him down and well-nigh strangle him ; both were now being 
drawn by the current into the open (where the water ran with the 
speed of a river), V. M. Birkbeck being altogether under water, 
and John rising and sinking. 

It was at this time that 0. 0. Grundy saw that the brothers 
were drowning, and went in to try and save them ; he managed to 
separate them, and Vincent M. Birkbeck, who had sufficient 
strength to reach the shore, so much exhausted that he did not 
know how this was accomplished ; Mr. Grundy succeeded in 
getting to land, and at the same time bringing John Birkbeck 
with him. 

W. B. Forbes, Sub-Lieutenant, RK 

" Sir, — I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit to you herewith the enclosed statement 
received from the Admiral Superintendent at Malta, relative to 
the gallant conduct of Sub-Lieutenant William B. Forbes of H.M.S. 
* Rapid,* in saving the life of William T. Pritchard, boy, first class, 
of that ship, from drowning on the 17 th ultimo, and I am to re- 
quest you will take the necessary steps for bringing Sub-Lieutenant 
Forbes's case under the notice of the Committee. 

" Thomas Wolley. 

<* \2th October 1870.*' 

"7.15 P.M., on the 17th September 1870, at sea, off the coast 
of Spain — Sub-Lieutenant Forbes jumped overboard, and swimming 
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to the boy (who was insensible from injuries received in falling 
from the main-yard), supported him until picked up by a boat, at 
which time he was so exhausted that they were both under water, 
and he was drawn into the boat insensible. 

CA.PTAIN POULDEN, RK 

" SiE, — I learnt on visiting the training ship < Formidable ' at 
Portishead this day, that yesterday her Captain, Commander 
Poulden, R.N., saved a boy's life at imminent risk of his own. 

" The boy fell from the boom ; a heavy sea was running, the 
wind meeting an ebb-tide. 

" Captain Poulden and the boy were rescued some 200 yards 
from the ship, both being imder water and sinking at the time ; 
a long boat-hook enabled the coxswain of the boat that went to 
the rescue to fish them both up. 

'^ It is not likely that Captain Poulden will say much about 
this feat, so I take upon myself to record it. 

<< I heard of it from the people on shore, and on questioning 
Captain Poulden, I learnt the details which I submit to you. — I 
am, etc., Ducib. 

King's Western, Bristol, 25th October 1870." 



it 



Extract of the case : — 

At 9 A.M., October 24th, 1870, at Portishead, near Bristol, 
depth of water about six and a half fathoms alongside the ship 
at the time ; a gale of wind had been blowing all the night be- 
fore, and a heavy sea was on at the time with a very strong ebb- 
tide — Captain Poulden, without. a moment's hesitation, jumped in 
to rescue the boy Thomas Evans ; the tide carried them both down 
the channel over 200 yards before the boat could reach them, 
which was only just in time, as the Captain had quite given up. 



ALBEET MEDALS. 



Samuel Popplestonb. 

The following is an extract of a letter from Lord Kingsale to 
the Secretary of the Society : — 

"Mr. Samuel Popplestone, fanner of the Sturt farm, near 
Kingsbridge and Devon, was walking over his land about seven p.m., 
on the 23d March 1866, when he was attracted by cries from 
seaward, and on going to the cliflfs, saw a vessel wrecked on the 
rocks beneath, and four of the crew on a reef some distance from 
the shore, in imminent danger of being washed off by the fearful 
sea that was breaking over them. 

" Mr. Popplestone immediately procured a rope, and by wading 
and swimming from rock to rock, through gullies fourteen and 
fifteen feet deep, with a heavy sea in them, succeeded in saving 
the whole of the unfortunate sailors, and then took them to his 
house, and gave them food and shelter for th« night. This gallant 
rescue was accomplished without assistance from any one. The 
Royal Humane Society awarded Popplestone their silver medal 
for this brave act. 

Mr. J. Lake and Mr. W. H. Millitt. 

The " Diamond " of Calcutta, wrecked at Breach Candy, near 
Bombay. 

The ship " Diamond " of Calcutta, from Jeddo for Calcutta, 
having on board the master, his wife, the mate, and another 
European, a crew of 47 Lascars, about 400 passengers (Mahom- 
medan pilgrims), and a cargo of salt, experienced bad weather, and 
being dismasted, bore up for Bombay. About noon on the 20th 
June 1866, she was observed passing the Bombay light-house, but 
as it was blowing heavily, assistance could not be given to her, 



ACTS OF GALLANTRY. 307 

and she drifted on to the rocks at Breach Candy. A heavy sea 
was breaking over them at the time, the place being quite exposed 
to the force of the north-west monsoon. 

Attempts were at once made by the people on the spot to render 
assistance, which were not then successful ; but on the two follow- 
ing days they were renewed, and by the unceasing exertions of 
those who took part in rendering assistance, the whole of the 
pa^engers and crew who remained on board (some having jumped 
overboard and swum ashore, or reached it by means of spars, etc., 
and some having lost their lives in the attempt), were safely 
landed. 

The rescue of the shipwrecked persons was attended with much 
diflBculty and danger, as, in consequence of the heavy sea breaking 
on the beach, several of the boats were capsized and damaged. 

Amongst a large number of persons who rendered much valuable 
assistance on this occasion, two gentlemen, viz., Messrs. J. Lake, 
of the Bombay Reclamation Company's Works, and W. H. Millitt, 
third officer on board the Peninsular and Oriental Company's 
Steamship "E ," made themselves conspicuous by their gallantry. 
Mr. Lake took command of the first boat that put off to the wreck 
on the 20th June. The boat was capsized, but the crew were 
saved by clinging to her. He also formed one of the crew of 
another boat which made an attempt to board the wreck on the 
following day, but which became waterlogged and unmanageable, 
and was driven on shore, where she was stove. The boat was re- 
paired, and Mr. Lake again went in her. This time she succeeded 
in reaching the wreck ; Mr. Lake volunteered to go on board for 
the purpose of giving confidence to the shipwrecked people. He 
went on board and rendered great service in assisting the almost 
helpless passengers into the boat. When it became dark he swam 
ashore, promising to go on board next day. At daybreak he went 
off again in a surf-boat, and remained for some hours exerting 
himself in putting the passengers over the ship's side, until all 
had left the wreck. 

Mr. Millitt was in command of a life-boat sent overland to 
the scene of the wreck by the Superintendent of the Peninstilar 
and Oriental Company at Bombay. Upon her. arrival on the 21st 
June, Mr. Millitt, accompanied byMr.H. B. Greams, the Company's 
Dockmaster, and a crew of twelve Chinamen, proceeded in her to 
the wreck, and in two trips brought ashore some of the passengers. 
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On the following day he made seven tripe, and succeeded in land- 
ing in safety altogether 120 people. 

During the time he was engaged in this service the sea was 
very heavy, and the boat was continually filled with water. On 
two trips, Mr. Millitt was washed out of the boat, and was with 
difficulty saved, but he continued his work until the last passenger 
was landed. 

Rev. Charles Cobb and John Batist. 

The French lugger " Courier de Dieppe," was wrecked at Dym- 
church, Kent 

The " Courier de Dieppe," of 59 tons, with a crew of four 
persons in all, drove ashore at Dymchurch on Sunday, January 6, 
1867. 

On the evening of January 5th, a strong gale of wind arose, the 
weather became tempestuous, and the vessel was found to be on 
the English coast The next morning the master failed to get as- 
sistance, and ran the vessel ashore ; attempts made to reach her 
by means of the mortar and rocket apparatus were unsuccessful ; 
and the master, a cabin boy, and a seaman, were washed over- 
board and drowned. 

Soon the vessel parted, and the portion upon which the mate,' 
the only survivor of the crew, had tiJcen refuge, was driven within 
50 or 60 feet of the shore. 

John Batist, a boatman at the Coast Guard station at Dym- 
church, clad in a cork jacket, and having a line attached to him, 
attempted to reach the vessel, but failed and was dragged ashore. 
The Rev. Charles Cobb, Rector of Dymchurch, then rushed into 
the water, made for the bulwarks of the vessel, and, after one or 
two ineffectual efforts, reached the survivor, who was in the rigging. 
Batist followed, and with a line, which he carried with him, the 
French sailor was dragged ashore, supported by Mr. Cobb and Batist. 
Mr. Cobb made this attempt in spite of the remonstrances of the 
people on the spot, and declined their assistance by declining to 
tak^ a line with him. 

It was blowing a strong gale from the S. by K, and a heavy 
sea was running at 'the time. 

Mr. Cobb was on his way to perform Divine semce at the 
neighbouring church, when he halted to perform a mission of 
mercy, just such as a clergyman should. 
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John Donovan. 

The Italian barque " Thitis," in distress in Courtmacsherry Bay, 
Ireland. 

The " Thitis," of 324 tons, with a crew of eleven persons, be- 
came embayed in Courtmacsherry Bay, during a gale on Novem- 
ber 30, 1866. 

She had anchored in a dangerous position surrounded by reefs, 
and had cut away her masts, when she was observed by the coast- 
guard and fishermen on shore. 

John Donovan, chief boatman in charge of the Old Head coast- 
guard station, Kinsale, endeavoured to prevail upon the fishermen, 
who lined the shore to the number of about two hundred^ to launch 
one of their boats, well adapted for the service, and already on 
the strand, for the purpose of rendering assistance, but they refused. 

Donovan then caused the coastguard galley to be dragged across 
the land, a distance of about^one and a half miles, and lowered over 
a perpendicular cliflf about fifty feet in height. When this was 
done, he and four coastguard men launched her and procceeded to 
the vessel. On getting alongside the galley was capsized and 
partially stove, but by good management her crew, who had life- 
jackets on, got on board the barque, where they remained for some 
hours expecting that she would part her cables ; owing to a heavy 
sea running, and a gale blowing on shore, she however rode till 
the weather moderated, when the galley was repaired and the crews 
of the boat and vessel landed in her. 

Chaeles Sprankling. 

On the 11th June 1866, the fishing-boat, containing five men, 
ran for the beach at Burton, Dorset ; as she touched it, a heavy 
sea struck her and threw her upon the crew. Charles Sprankling, 
a commissioned boatman of the Burton Coastguard station, who 
was near the spot, managed, by great exertion and some risk to 
himself, to raise the side of the boat, which was washing back- 
wards and forwards in a heavy surf, and thus enabled three of 
them to get from under her. The other two men, who had been 
ii^jured by the gear in the boat, drifted into deep water, when 
Sprankling, who is a good swimmer, rushed into the sea and suc- 
ceeded in bringing first one and then the other safely to land, but 
apparently lifeless.. He then followed the directions given for 
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treating the apparently drowned, and when the men had some- 
what recovered^ sent them to their homes, and sent also for medical 
attendance. 

In rendering this service Sprankling was unaided, as the men 
who succeeded in getting from under the boat were too exhausted 
to render him any assistance. 

James Hudson and Theophilus Jones. 

The " Marmion " of NortJi Shields drove from her anchors, and 
stranded near Pendmuir Qastle, Falmouth. The wind at the time 
was blowing strong, with squalls. The ship being driven amongst 
the breakers was often entirely covered with surf, and no com- 
munication with the shore seemed possible. The master and one 
of the crew died on board from exposure and exhaustion. After 
an ineffectual attempt had been made to effect a communication 
with the shore, James Hudson, a youth of seventeen, volunteered 
to swim off to the vessel. He was at first dissuaded from the 
attempt, as it was thought he would lose his life, but as he per- 
sisted, the coastguard attached to him their life-lines, and 
guided him afloat. He had neither jacket nor belt on. He was 
soon in the midst of a heavy sea, and in a short time got to the 
stern of the vessel, and swung himself on board by means of a 
spar hanging over the side. The line attached to him effected a 
communication with the shore, and six of the crew were rescued 
by a hawser and running gear. Hudson was compelled, by bis 
want of clothing, to return when he had been about a quarter of an 
hour on board. His distress in returning was great. He expected 
to have been pulled on shore, but the running gear fouled, and he 
was obliged to pull himself hand over hand along the hawser to 
the shore. He was veiy much exhausted, and, without assistance, 
would probably not have succeeded in landing himself on the beach; 
There stiU remained one man alive on board, but he was too weak 
to fasten around himself the cork jacket with which he had been 
supplied. In this emergency, Theophilus Jones, who had a line, 
but no jacket or belt on, threw himself into the sea, and after two 
or three unsuccessful attempts, reached the vessel, and was lifted 
on board by the waves, and by the aid of a spar which hung oyer 
the side, he succeeded in fastening a cork-jacket round the seaman, 
and pushed him overboard, and this man too was saved. Jonea 
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was some time in the surf, and was very much benumbed and ex- 
hausted when he arrived on shore. 

Mr. Shuttleworth. 

On the 22d July 1866, the « Berwickshire " ran on Chawool 
Kadoo reef. Mr. Shuttleworth went to her assistance in a fisher- 
man's canoe, and after two days' exertions succeeded in landing 
six men in one of the ship's boats. He again proceeded to the ship 
with the fisherman in another boat, in so dangerous a sea that 
some of the seamen of the " Berwickshire," who had landed, and 
the Coolies of the Calaba, to whom a large reward was offered, 
declined to take a message to her. After rowing for two hours, 
the boat having twice filled to the thwarts, he reached the vessel, 
and informed the captain of h^r true position, and remained on 
board to give assistance. 

On the 1st August 1866, the "Die Vernon" ran on the 
Chawool Kadoo reef, near Alibagh. Mr. Shuttleworth put off 
in a boat with ten native fishermen, and by his coolness was the 
means of arresting a greater loss of life than that which unfortu- 
nately took place. The boat was dashed against the vessel's side 
and capsized, throwing all her crew into the water, and while en- 
deavouring to save some of them, Mr. Shuttleworth was washed 
overboard. He regained the vessel, and was for two hours lashed 
in the mizen rigging. He refused to forsake the captain and car- 
penter, who were helpless, and eventually succeeded in saving the 
captain. The carpenter was washed away and drowned. 

On the 18th July 1867, the ship "Terzah" was wrecked 
south-east of Kennery. Mr. Shuttleworth put ofif in a life-boat, 
manned by fishermen, and succeeded in bringing off the captain 
and thirteen men, out of a crew of thirty-one. Eight others came 
on shore on pieces of the wreck. This service was rendered by 
Mr. Shuttleworth and his crew at great ^peril of their lives, as the 
sea was breaking very heavily all round the ship, and washing 
over her. 

John Riokett, A.B. 

Whilst H.M. ship " Clis " was lying at anchor off Ajiabampo, 
on the coast of Mexico, a boy belonging to her fell into the sea 
from a stage outside the ship. He was unable to swim, and was 
sinking the third time, when John Eickett) A.B., jumped into 
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the water, brought him to the surface, got him to the ship's cable 
and there supported him for ten or fifteen minutes until the ship's 
boat reached them. A man named Card assisted to hold the 
boy up from overhead. There was a heavy sea on at the time, 
and the port was known to be infested with sharks ; and just as 
the ship's boat came up, Rickett, who was at the time suffering 
fix>m the effects of an attack of coast fever, and was in consequence 
very weak, relaxed his hold of the cable and dropped into the water, 
from which he was picked up, just in time to save his life. Both 
the man and boy were insensible when taken into the boat. 

Mr. E. B. Maech, Vice-Oonsul. 

On the night of the 7th December 1867, the French ship 
'' Nouveau Caboteur " was cast ashore in the Bay of Zurriola, on 
the north coast of Spain, during a gale of wind ; the sea at the 
time was running so heavily that no boat would venture to put 
off. There was also a general belief that it was impossible for a 
boat to be of any service. At this crisis, the British Vice-Consul 
at San Sebastian, Mr. K B. March, after unsuccessfully entreating 
some of the bystanders to accompany him, plunged into the sea, 
swam to the vessel, and succeeded in bringing a rope to land. 
The rope was then secured, and one of the crew came safely to 
shore along it ; the second (a lad), lost his hold, dropped into the 
sea, and sank. Mr. March, though benumbed with cold, at the 
greatest personal risk, again swam to the vessel, dived under her 
keel, recovered the lad, and brought him to land. The remainder 
of the crew (which consisted of six men in all) got safely to land. 
Mr. March was for a time completely prostrated from the effects 
of his exertions, and the intense cold ; but by care and attention 
he was restored, a result scarcely to have been expected under the 
circumstances. 

« 

LxEUTENANT L. A. De Sansmabet, RN. 

While H.M. ship " Myrmidon " was lying in Banana Creek, 
River Congo, Western Africa, at about 10.30 p.m., William 
Torrance, able seaman, fell overboard. Mr. L. A De Sansmarey 
(Sub-Ideut., RN.) was officer of the watch, and although a strong 
current was running at the time, and the river infested with sharks, 
he immediately jumped overboard, rescued Torrance (who could 
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not swim), swam with him to the pier, and supported him there 
until assistance came. 

James Ceowden. 

The schooner " Kinloss " "^as wrecked at Scatraw Creek, a mile 
and a half from Muchals, on the 21st December 1868. Mr. 
James Crowden, the chief ofl&cer at Muchals coastguard station, 
proceeded with his boat's crew to Scatraw, and found the ship 
breaking up fast. The fishermen of the place had succeeded in 
getting a rope from the vessel, by which it was hoped that the lives 
of those on board would be saved. 

Mr. Crowden ventured out on to a. rocky point, and endeavoured 
to fasten a life-belt to the rope, in order to send it out to the ship, 
but without success. While striving to perform this operation, 
Mr. Crowden was several times washed off into the sea. Once a 
heavy sea swept him off and carried him about 100 yards towards 
the wreck, and it was thought that he was lost, but after a few 
minutes struggling he was carried round a point by a violent run 
of the sea, and thrown upon the rocks, with such violence, however, 
that he became insensible, and received a severe contusion of the 
left knee. 

When he recovered his senses, Mr. Crowden succeeded in getting 
a coble launched, and was the first to jump into it. He and his 
men (four in number) hauled oflT to the ship by the rope, and suc- 
ceeded in taking four men from the mast, and bringing them ashore. 
On being informed that there was still another man on board, Mr. 
Crowden and his men hauled off again to the wreck ; but the man 
was dead or dying, and in such a position that it was impossible 
to extricate him. A veiy heavy sea was running at the time of 
the rescue, and the coble might have been dashed upon the rocks 
at any moment Mr. Crowden was fourteen days upon the sick 
list in consequence of the injuries received by him in being washed 
off and dashed against the rocks. This is the fourth time that 
Mr. Crowden has been instrumental in saving life from shipwreck, 
and, including the present instance, he has aided in the rescue of 
thirteen lives. 

Captain Willoughby, RN. 

On the 3d March 1869, whilst the 1st Battalion of the 21st 
Regiment was disembarking at Alexandria from the Egyptian 
steamer << Bird of the Harbour," one of the soldiers, who was fully 
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accoutred, fell overboard in a fit, and sank immediately. Captain 
Willoughby at once jumped into the water after him^ dived, and 
got hold of him, and after considerable difficulty and danger, saved 
him. When brought out of the water the man was insensible. 
The harbour of Alexandria is kno^C^n to be dangerously infested 
with sharks, but in addition to the danger from sharks. Captain 
Willoughby ran great risk from the fact that the soldier fell be- 
tween the pier and the vessel, and that, owing to the swell in the 
harbour, both Captain Willoughby and the soldier might have 
been crushed. 

Mr. W. Simpson. 

During a heavy gale on the 13th September 1869, the ship 
" Avonmore " was wrecked on the coast of Cornwall, near Bude, 
and the second officer and six other members of the crew were 
drowned. The rocket apparatus from Bude was taken to the spot, 
and under the personal direction of William Simpson, chief boat- 
man in charge of the coastguard station there, nine of the crew 
were saved by it. Six of the crew stiU remained on the wreck, 
one of them with a broken limb, lying jammed amongst the 
debris on the vessel's deck. Simpson saw that these six men could 
neither save themselves nor be saved by the apparatus unless 
additional assistance was rendered them from the shore. Although 
the ship was expected to break up momentarily, Simpson 
determined to reach the deck himself, if possible by means of the 
gear. When being hauled to the wreck, the line became fast in the 
block, and the gear was for a time rendered useless. In con- 
sequence of the failure in the gear, Simpson was hauled through 
the water under the stem of the ship amongst floating wreck, 
and it was not without difficulty and perseverance and much risk 
that he succeeded unaided in reaching the deck. The ship was 
on her beam-ends, masts had gone by the board, decks were swept 
by the sea, and the lee side was under water. When on board the 
wreck, Simpson saw that the gear, which had become choked by 
drift oakum, must at once be cleared. This he set himself to do 
with his teeth, whilst he held on to the wreck with his hands. 
When the rocket gear was restored to working order, and got clear 
of all obstacles, four other volunteers were hauled on board from 
the shore to assist, and under Simpson's direction the wounded 
man was extricated from the debris, and the whole of the six re- 
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inaining members of the crew were saved. Simpson was the last 
to leave the wreck. 

For these services Mr. Simpson was granted in 1869 a 
certificate on vellum, but subsequently, the great personal risk 
incurred being taken into consideration, the certificate was with- 
drawn, and he was presented with the Albert medal of the second 
class. 

Captain Giles. 

The barque " Alicia " of Greenock was driven upon the bar of 
Kurracher Harbour at 4.20 p.m., 20th June 1868, in very heavy 
weather, and at the height of a south-west monsoon, when the bar 
is covered with a continuous line of heavy breakers at all 
times of the tide. The sea at once made a complete breach over 
the vessel, washing boats and everything else from her decks, 
and obliging the crew to take to the mizzen rigging. Captain 
Giles, Indian Navy, the master attendant, and Mr. Robert Henry 
MasoD, senior pilot at Kurracher, .made attempts to reach the 
stranded vessel in two boats twenty-five feet long, fitted as life- 
boats, and manned by natives. Captain Giles's boat, on entering 
the breakers, was swept back half-filled, but was carried into com- 
paratively smooth water. 

By great exertion, however, he brought her within 50 feet of the 
vessel, — a confused mass of surging wreck, threatening instant de- 
struction if he had approached nearer. The shipwrecked crew were 
at first too frightened to attempt to leave their vessel, but eventually, 
upon a light line being successfuDy flung on board of her, two sea- 
men and the pilot hauled themselves by means of it through the 
water, and were got into the boat. The boat up to this time had 
been kept clear by baling, but now being half-filled by a heavy 
sea which struck her, was compelled at once to return, and the 
three men were transferred to another boat waiting in smooth water. 
A little before sunset Captain Giles was again by t*he wreck, passing 
through the midst of broken spars and all kinds of wreckage. Having 
rescued six more men, he was taking them ashore, when a wave rolled 
over the boat and filled her, breaking her rudder and six oars, 
and sweeping three of her crew overboard. The following rather 
fortunately carried these men into smooth water, when they were 
picked up by the waiting boats. Both of the station life-boats 
were now disabled ; but as some of the crew still remained on 
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board the "Alicia," Captain Giles detennined upon a further 
attempt in the boat of the tug, << Dagmar." This boat was Med 
with cork-floats, but was hea^. After great exertion the wreck 
* was reached, and the remaining men, with the exception of the 
master, were got into the boat, when she was carried away half- 
filled. The master of the " Alicia," who had jumped overboard 
with a plank, was carried in the direction of the waiting-boats, 
and ultimately picked up. 

The Commissioner of Scinde, in bringing the case to the notice 
of the governor of Bombay, bears testimony to the " conspicuous 
bravery " of Captain Giles in thus rescuing fourteen persons dur- 
ing a strong gale of wind and very high sea, a service which 
occupied three hours, at any moment of which the boats in the 
surf ran risk of being swamped. 

Lieutenant W. B. Fobbes, RN. 

On the night of 17th September 1870, whilst H.M.S. « Rapid " 
was proceeding from Tarragona to Gibraltar, a boy fell from the 
main yard-arm, and in his fall struck his head against the gunwale 
of one of the boats, and was thereby rendered insensible. Sub- 
lieutenant William Balfour Forbes (now Lieutenant) at once, and 
in the dark, jumped overboard, and seized him and persisted in 
keeping him up at inmiinent risk to his own life, for when the ship's 
boat, which was lowered to pick them up, reached them, Sub- 
Lieutenant Forbes was quite exhausted, ^d with the boy was 
under water. 

Had the boat arrived a minute later both would have been 
drowned. 
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Earle, Lieut, R N., . Feb. 1, 1831, 

Eden, Hon. Miss D., . Jan. 6, 1833, 

EUerthorpe, J., . . Nov. 19, 1835, 

Eecleston, J., . . July 21, 1839, 

English, P., . . Aug. 11, 1841, 

Entwistle, H., RE., . Aug. 30, 1841, 

Ellis, A., . . . Aug. 28, 1841, 

Edwards, Mr., . . July 16, 1843, 

Edwards^., P.C, . July 26, 1850, 

Elleray, W., . . . July 18, 1853, 

Ellis, J. C. W., . . Nov. 6, 1865, 

Ellis, 8 , ... Feb. 21, 1861, 

Empson, T Sep. 15, 1869, 

Escombe, P., . . . May 29, 1869, 



42 

14 

18 

31 

66 

86 

95 

95 

99 

109 

167 

190 

207 

252 

294 

297 



31 
34 

17 



Field, W., . . . Feb. 20, 1833, 
Forbes, Thomas, . Dec. 23, 1829, 

^rS^; ^' ^' °" ^^*" } ^^^ 21' 1828, 
^^^^' j'; ^«^*->}Dec.31,1832, 28 

Felstead, J., . . . June 26, 

Fit^ames, Mr., Mid., . Feb. 1, 

Forbes, Mr., . . . Dec 23, 

Foreman, H , . . . Sep. 13, 



1834, 
1835, 
1836, 
1837. 



49 
56 
70 

74 
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*^^r: ^" ^' ^**^'} Nov. 17, 1845, 136 
^^i[/: ^;' ^^^*-'} July 16, 1846, 189 

Fisher,' D., '. '. . July 27, 1847, 144 

Field, J., ... Aug. 2, 1848, 160 

Farrant, C. E. H., R.N., Sep. 6, 1848, 166 

Fellows. T. H., . . July 29, 1849, 169 

Folks, H July 20, 1860, 166 

Foote,Mr., A.S., . . Mar. 7,1862, 180 

Forbes, E., . . . July 13, 1867. 216 

Fei^uson, A., . . July 19, 1857, 216 

Fahey, J., . . . Sep. 26, 1857, 218 

Fosse, J., . . . Aug. 6, 1858, 223 

F™«^C,M«-«r,7th|i^„ 31_,358_ 238 

Fraser, J.,' . . Sep. 11, 1860, 251 

^rT' ^' ^r ^.'"*'}july29,1861, 263 

Frost, k, . . . Sep. 16, 1864, 268 

Fitzgerald, W. C.,)x.„ ^ ,^- ^„ 

Lieut, RN., . ;*'*°- 6,1866, 272 

. April 18, 18C6, 272 
. Feb. 1, 1869, 291 
. Aug. 27, 1870, 308 

^'^^jSep. 17,1870, 804 

G 

10 
13 
17 
51 
81 
86 
86 
90 
94 
99 



Fell, G.,'. 
Flann, T., 
Fry, J., , 
Forbes, W. B., 
Lieut., R.N., 



Grant, 42d Highlanders, 
Green, S., 
Green, J., 
Gilbert, Colonel, 
Graves, R., . 
Green, A., 
Greenhill. A., 
Guthrie, R., . 
Gallw^, J. J., 
Guy„W., 
Grant, C, 
GiUey, George, 
Gamham. W., . 
Gesvret, J. J., 
Geary, W. C.,R.N., 
Green, E. P., 
Gibson, F. S., R.N 
Granger, J., . 
Gerard, E., . 
Gray, J., 

Gray, Gunner, R.A 
Gu6rin de Tencin, M., 



Oct. 10, 1827, 
Jan. 30, 1831, 
Nov. 1834, 
Jan 24, 1838, 
Aprill7, 1839, 
June 18. 1839, 
July 9, 1840, 
1840, 
Oct. 7, 1841, 
Aug. 9, 1842, 102 
Feb. 18, 1843, 106 
Aug. 17, 1843, 113 
Dec. 24, 1848, 116 
Aug. 24, 1844, 121 
Nov. 17, 1846, 138 
Jan. 12, 1846, 140 
Jan. 3,1848, 153 
April 20, 1849, 157 
Jan. 6, 1850, 163 
May 3, 1851, 174 
Dec. 1, 1851, 178 



Gainer, A a, Com.,|(^^t ^.g^^^ ^^^ 
^Ite^K^'!^*^'.^^"'}j^ 29,1853, 186 



Green, W. , 
Guest, George, 
Gallacher, G., 
Griffin, George, 
Green, George, 
Glasgow, Staff-Sei3 
Goumay, J , . 
Greenfield, A., 
Grant, J., 
CK>llan, A., 
Goldsraid, C, . 
OranvillejJ., . 
Giles, A, H., . 



. Jan. 10, 1864, 196 

. Mar. 29, 1855, 203 

. July 24, 1865, 206 

. Nov. 2, 1856, 208 

. Aug. 3, 1857, 220 

R A , Aug. 13, 1868, 233 

. July 9, 1869, 237 

. Oct. 6, 1869, 240 

. Feb. 19, 1860, 243 

. Nov. 1, 1869, 260 

. Sep, 27,1860, 251 

. July 26, 1861, 256 

. Jan. 24, 1862, 268 



PAOR 

Gray, Master, R.N., . Feb. 2, 1867, 277 
Qravenor, Lieut., RN., April 15, 1869, 292 
Grundy, C. C, . . July 29, 1870, 304 

H 

Harper, H. E., 

Hogan, J., 

Higginson, F. A., 

Hunt, J., 

Hyland, H. W., Capt, . May 3, 1832, 

H6nin, P. A., . . Aug. 31, 1833, 

Hoodlass, R, . . Aug. 31, 1833, 

Hill, D,, ... Sept 2, 1835, 

Hall, W. H., Lieut, R.N., Dec. 25, 1836, 

Higginson, F., RN., . Dec. 27, 1838, 

Hassett, A., . 



April 80, 1830, 
Nov. 17, 1880, 
Dec. 20, 1831, 
May 17,1833, 



Hannan, T., 
Higgins, F., Capt 
Hone, E. H., 
Hahn, H, 
Harrington, D., 
Hughes, E., . 
Hire, H. W., . 
Hutchinson, F., 
Hesketh, Miss J.. 
Heslop, J. , . 
Huggins, J., . 
Horton, W., . 
Hamber, T., . 
Harris, Mr., . 
Hankey, W. C. A., 
Heam, J., 
Handscomb, A., 
Hughes, T., . 
Hudson, T., . 
Hallowes, A, C, 
Heelis, T., . 
Hall, J., . 
Hughes, C, . 
Hunt, J H., . 
Hathom, Capt,, R 
Hodge, W., , 
Hawkins, J^ . 
Hixon, F,, R.N., 
Hastings, Lord, 
Hectorson, Mrs. M 
Harpur, T., . 
Hellard, A^ . 
Heygate, W. U., 



Halot, A. M., 
Heysham, C. A, 

Lieut., R.N., 
HaUorau, F., 
Harvey, Miss H. J. 
Hicks, H. 



15 
20 
25 
86 
39 
40 
45 
64 
71 
84 
88 
91 
96 



Oct 24, 1839, 
April 24, 1840, 
. Aug. 30, 1841, 

. April 26, 1842, 100 

. Oct 7, 1842, 104 

. Nov. 6, 1844, 122 

. May 16, 1846, 134 

. Dec. 12, 1846, 141 

. Mar. 14, 1848, 151 

. June 24, 1848, 162 

. Jan.- 3, 1848, 168 

. Feb. 1849, 169 

. Sept 4, 1849, 160 

. April 18, 1860, 166 

. Aug. 28, 1860, 168 

. April 29, 1851, 173 

. Aug. 22, 1862, 183 

. April 20, 1863, 188 

. Nov. 6, 1853, 193 

. April 22, 1854, 196 

. July 10, 1854, 197 

. May 9. 1854, 201 

. July 13, 1855, 404 

. April 22, 1857, 213 

. July 16, 1867, 216 

K, . Aug. 30, 1857, 217 

. Sept 7, 1867, 217 

. April 7,1858, 221 

. June 4, 1858, 224 

. Aug. 7, 1858, 224 

a, Sept. 9,1868, 226 

. Aug. 24,1858. 230 

. Aug. 14,1858, 231 

. Feb. 17,1860, 241 

. June 11, 1860, 244 



Hawkins, Mr., 

Hwtmige, E., Capt, j. j^y ^^^ ^^^^ 248 

Hariton, Mr., * . . Aug. 29, 1860, 249 

^RnT:^'^:^*'^''"'''}^^^- ^2,1861, 254 

Hgting8,P.H.,Lieut,|j^^y g 1862, 268 

-'''-' ' jtine 4,1862, 261 

*^»}-Sept 2,1863, 265 

. Nov. 2,1864, 268 

. Sept 5, 1866. 270 

^o, ^., . . . Aug. 14, 1867, 277 

^Rn'*'. ^" ^^""'Inov. 14,1864, 279 

Hannifin, J,, . ! . Jan. 16, 1868, 281 

Hart, Lieut, RE., . July 27, 1869, 293 

Holland, D., . . . Aug. 10, 1869, 294 
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Herraandez, J. L. C, . Aug. 4, 1869, 295 
Hickie, J., Rifle Brigade, SepL 24, 1869, 296 



Irwin, Mr., 



Jacks, T., 
Johnston, O., 
Jones, Mr., . 
Jones, O., 
Jennings, W., 
Jones, O., 
Johnson, H., 
Joiner, A. W., 
Jackson, Gapt., 
Jenner, A. R., 
Jones, O. J., Lieut. 
Jones, J., 
Julian, T. H.. 
James, V. E., 
Jordan, J., 
Jones, W. H., 
Jack, Maori, . 
Jackman, Capt, 
James, yi. H., 



Aug. 22, 1868, 291 



. June 29, 

. May 9, 

. Nov. 27, 

. Nov. 18, 

. Nov. 27, 

. Nov. 27, 

. June 20, 

. April 7, 

. July 27, 

. Nov. 9, 
R.N.,Mar. 24, 

. April 9, 

. July 16, 

. Aug. 21, 

. Dec. 23, 

. May 18, 

. Aug. 9, 

• 

. Aug. 5, 



1838, 
1882, 
1838, 
1838, 
1838, 
1838, 
1839, 



88 
28 
83 
84 
84 
85 
86 



1844, 116 

1846, 137 

1846, 139 

1849, 156 

1850, 165 

1861, 174 
1852. 184 
1852, 186 
1863, 189 

1862, 262 
1868, 280 
1868, 286 



Keen, G., 

Keys, D., Lieut, R, 
Keys, G. S., . 
Kinnaird, W., 
Knight, J., . 
Kingston, A.B., R 
Kane, Miss Mary, 
Kane, Miss Kate, 
Kinnear, Rev. H. 
Keane, D., . 
Keast, R., 
Kennedy, W. R., 
Killingbeck, J., 
Keay, A., 
Kennedy, J., 
Kelly, J., 



. Oct 15, 

N., . Oct. 16, 

. May 16, 

. Mar. 29, 

. Aug. 6, 

N., . Mar. 13, 

I Sept. 25, 

G., . May 25, 
June 29. 
July 37, 
June 22, 
Nov. 6, 
Dec. 31, 
Feb. 18, 
Mar. 27, 



12 
52 
58 
89 
92 
97 



Kerr, Lord W., Com., ) »__5i « 

L 

Leigh, T., Lieut., R.N., Mar. 19, 

I^**' ^'> ^;^*-»}jan. 17, 
Loder. G., . . . May 24, 

^*RN.!'. ^\ ^!'''*-' } Jan. 12, 
Leigh, T., Mate, R.N., . Dec. 24, 
Litton D., . . . May 15, 
Lennox, Lord A., 71st) .„„ ,. 
Regt., . . ;^^- ^' 
Labatt, S. T., . . Aug. 8, 
Lawrence, J,, Jun., . April 6, 
Lague, J., . . . June 13, 
Lundy, Geo., . . June 13, 
Les Fouris, Capt., . Aug. 31, 
Leicester, Earl of, . July 29, 
Lusignan, A. F., » . April 4, 
Lucey, W., . . . June 27, 
Lauglmn, H., . . Nov. 1, 
Lee, Mr., . . . Feb. 1, 



1829, 
1834, 
1835, 
1840, 
1840, 
1840, 

1850, 169 

1853, 189 

1853, 190 

1858, 191 

1860, 248 

1860, 249 

1860, 262 

1868, 283 

1868, 284 

1869, 299 



1833, 

1838, 

1830, 

1829, 

1830, 
1834, 

1883, 

1887, 
1838, 



38 

35 

21 

22 

18 
60 

51 

72 
81 

1842, 101 
1842, 105 
1846, 131 
1846, 137 
1848, 152 
1848, 153 
1848, 154 
1850. 164 



Loxton, C, . 
Lambe, J. W., Mid., 
Lucas, C. D., Mate, 
R.N., ... 

Lowther, M., Lieut, 

R.N., . • • 
xjces, X. i-^«, • • • 
Law, F., Lieut., R.A., . 
Leith, A. J., Mid.., 
Laprimaudaye, C., 
Lieut, R.N., 



Aug. 26, 
Feb. 6, 

]■ June 21, 1854, 196 



PAOK 

1851, 179 

1852, 179 



July 20,1854, 198 



April 18, 
Mar. 3, 
Jan. 16, 



1858, 223 
1869, 234 
1866, 271 



Mar. 21,1870, 301 



M 



Oct 20, 
May 11, 
Nov. 28, 
Sep. 1, 
April 20, 

15, 



}May 



Mattacott, . . July 8, 

Mant, F. W., R.N., . Feb. 14, 
Magrath, D., . . . Sep. 7, 
Moore, M., M.D., . . Oct 14, 
Morum, J., . . . May 3, 
Mant, F. W., Mid., . Feb. 
Morgan, N., . . . July 
Macdonald, A., Lieut, ) -r-i-. oq 
Bengal Army, . ^'^^y ^^f, 
M'Intyre, A., . 
M'Crea, Rev. J. B., 
Mantle, J., . 
Martin, W. G., 
M'Leod, D. D., R.N., 
M'Gibbon, Margaret, 
M'Gibbon, Alexander, 
M'Killop, H. F., Mid., . June 16, 
Morton, J., . . . June 9, 

Maxted, H Sep. 21, 

Mackenzie, H. N., . May 30, 

MaxweU, T., M.D., . Oct 10, 
Munsie, R., . . . Nov. 27, 
Mitchell, Mr. . . Aug. 13, 

Maciimeron, Capt A., Jan. 15, 
Mulqueeny,J.,46thRegt,Oct 23, 

Milman, B., Capt, 5th) j^^^^ 25, 
Regiment, . . ) ' 

M'Cann, N., M.D., . . Sep. 2, 
Moore, R., . . . Sep. 4, 
M'Donald, Miss, . . July 26, 
M^dge, J. Y., Lieut, jp^^ 26, 

Miller, J. F., . . . Mar. 5, 
Munro, G., . . . Feb. 25, 
Morel, J. F., . . . July 10, 
Mason, R, . . . July 13, 
May, E. W., . . . Dec. 5, 
Moody, G., . . . Dec. 23, 
Maubant, A., . . Oct 3, 

Moflfat, Lieut -(Jol., . Nov. 11, 
Meyers, H., . . . Mar. 23, 
M'Kirgan, A., . . Jan. 21, 
Moss, J., . . . Dec. 19, 
Mansel, R, Lieut, R.N., Jan. 17, 
Mackintosh, W. H., ) x„i„ q 

M.D., R.A., . ;*'"^y "' 
Morgan, J., . . . April 13, 

Metters, W July 29, 

Macf arlane, Mr. , R. N. , July 29, 
Malone, R., . . . Aug. 8, 
Maclean, A., . . . Feb. 11, 
Murphy, C, . . . May 3, 
Mutter, D. D., Lieut- ) x««* a 

CoL, 13th Regiment, J**^® ^' 



1831, 
1832, 
1831, 
1832, 
1835, 
1835, 
1834, 

1837, 

1837, 
1838, 
1838, 
1840, 



24 
26 
26 
29 
67 
69 
70 

72 

79 
82 
83 
91 



Moon, S., 



Jan. 26, 



1842, 100 

1843, 108 

1842, 112 

1844, 117 
1844, 119 

1843, 122 
1846, 132 
1846, 136 

1846, 139 

1847, 142 

1847, 145 

1848, 146 

1848, 163 

1850, 168 

1850, 170 

1850, 172 

1863, • 187 

1863, 188 

1853, 193 

1855, 204 

1856, 210 

1856, 211 

1857, 218 

1857, 219 

1858, 220 
1858, 221 

1858, 229 

1859, 230 

1869, 235 

1860, 242 

1861, 258 

1861, 256 

1862, 260 

1863, 263 

1863, 264 

1864, 267 
1864, 267 
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PAOB 

Mandeville, H. A., R.N., Nov. 1864, 269 

Molyneux, Lieut.. R.N., Feb. 17, 1866, 273 

March, L., Consul, . Dec. 7, 1867, 289 

MitcheU, C Mar. 9,1868, 292 



} 



N 

NeweU, P., Drummer, 

88th B^ment, . 
Nightingale, M. R., 
Newman, Lieut., R.N., 
Nickalls, T., 
Newman, J., 
NichoUs, O., 
Nicholson, 6., 
Nicoll, D., 
Norton, W., . 

O 

O'Callaghan, P., M.D., July 
Owens, O., . . . Dec. 23, 
Oakes, J., . . . May 16, 
Osmond, T., . . . Oct. 7, 
Oilier, H., . . . Feb. 13, 
Osborne, S., Lieut, RN, Sep. 20, 

Oddy. T June 21, 

O'Reilly, Rev., J., . June 12, 

O'Donovan, . . . Aug. 8, 



July 15, 

June 21, 
Jan. 22, 
July 2, 
Feb. 18, 
Aug. 19, 
May 17, 
Feb. 10, 
Mar. 21, 



1833, 89 

1840, 90 

1846, 136 

1864, 198 

1869, 231 

1869, 236 
1862, 268 
1864, 264 

1870, 801 



1826, 46 

1834, 64 

1840, 90 

1841, 99 
1844, 116 
1848, 161 
1851, 177 
1862, 181 
1861, 264 



^S.,°' ^: ^'^*"}Dec.21,1831, 

Peate, J., . . . June 8, 1832, 
Payne, . . . Sep. 9, 1835, 

Pigou, .... Aug. 27, 1836, 
Pritchard, . . . July 81, 1836, 
Price, J., . . . Feb. 16, 1836, 
Palmer, L. G., M.D., R.N. , July 7, 1836, 



Philpott, G., 
Prosser, D., . 
Palmer, J. P., 
Peacock, G., . 
Polehampton, H. S., 
Pool, Jane, 
Powell, F. a. 
Pyne, F., Mate, R.N., 
Pope, H., 



Dec. 29, 1836, 
Aug. 23, 1837, 
Aug. 26, 1838, 
Mar. 27, 1838, 
June 27, 1843, 
April 10, 1846, 
April 3, 1849, 
Dec. 26, 1851, 
July 15, 1852, 



25 

48 

61 

61 

65 

68 

69 

70 

73 

77 

81 

112 

125 

157 

180 

182 



^'RM.LJ.f'^*- ^; ^"}^^y 1'1855, 205 
Portman, E. N. B.,'Mid.. July 1, 1856. 205 

^TZ' . ^' ^"^ ^"'^: }^^^- ^' ^^^^' 219 



Pates, C, 
Pilbrow, Mr. . 
Page, George, 
Parker, P. R., Lieut. 

R.N., . 
Phillips, 8. P., 
Popplestone, 8., . 
Peachy, U., , 
Porter, P. C, 
Pride, 

Ponsonby, Capt, . 
Poulden, Com., R.N., 



June 9, 1868, 222 

, Sep. 22, 1859, 243 

Sep. 26, 1862, 261 

j-Nov. 15, 1864, 269 

. Sep. 1865, 271 

, Mar. 23, 1866, 272 

. June 23, 1868, 285 

. May 21, 1868, 286 

Oct. 1868, 287 

July 12, 1869, 297 

Oct .24, 1870, 806 



Quintin, J., . . . Sep. 1, 1852, 184 
Quigley, P., 8th Regt, . Sep. 4, 1860, 247 



R 



Robins, J. G., Mid., 

Richmond, R., 

Ray, J., 

Ross, J., 

Roberts, Sir T. H. 

Bart,. 
Ross. Capt T., R.N., 
Roots, S., . 
Roberts, M., . 
Richards, M., RN., 
Robson, "W., . 
Riddell. Sir W., Bart, 
Ranson, J. P., 
Robinson, J., 
Roberts, Rev. J. L., 
Russell, P., . 
Roach, J„ . 
Richards, W. H., . 
Reeves, E. B., 
Ross, D., 

Ransome, P. R, . 
Robarts, E.' . 
Rowbotham, Miss, 
Russell. A., . 
Romualdo, A., 
Ramsay, W., . 
Rouse, E., . 
Rogers, W., . 
Rapson, T. J. H., Nav. 

Sub-Lieut, 

8 

Sumner, R, . . . Dec. 
Steane, Lieut, RN., . Feb. 
Savory, Mrs. J., . . Sept, 
Somerville, J., Lieut, )qx 
R.N., ... ) * 

Spence, D., . 
Shea. H. D., RN., 
Smith, W. B., 
Stevens, F. H., RN., 
Stephens, J., R.N., 
Smith, T., . 
Smith, Mr., . 
Sleigh, Capt, 

Stanley, E., Capt, R.N., Jan. 
Sinnot, D., 50th Regt., . Dec. 



. May 
. June 
. Nov. 
. Jan. 

'j-July 

. Nov. 

. Dec. 

. Nov. 

. June 

. June 

. Dec. 

. Aug. 

. Feb. 

. May 

. Sept 

. Oct 

. Oct 

. Aug. 

. Feb. 

. Jan. 

. Oct 

. Oct 

. Dec. 

. May 

. Oct 

. Mar. 

. April 

I Sept 
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22, 1825, 11 

1833, 87 

7, 1834, 58 

1837, 71 

29, 1837, 72 



27, 1838, 

25, 1839, 

1, 1842, 

13, 1842, 

2, 1843, 

26, 1843, 
9, 1844, 

14, 1848. 
31, 1849, 

3, 1849, 
19, 1851, 
13, 1861, 
21, 1852, 
25, 1853, 

27, 1856, 
1, 1868, 

12, 1858, 

1858, 

81, 1860, 

6, 1861, 
23, 1862, 

7, 1868, 






July 

July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Dec. 

June 

Aug. 

Jan. 



Scott, k A., RN., . May 

Sterne, W., . . . Aug. 

Sharpe, J., . . . Oct 

Sclater, Mr., RJf., . Mar. 

Spur way, W., . .July 

Sandford, H., . . Dec. 

Smith, J. B., B.A., . June 

Seijeant W., . . Nov. 

Sims, 8., . . . Sept. 
Smith, W. R, Lt RN., Feb. 

Standen, Dr., . . Aug. 

Smith, E., . . . Aug. 
Stanhope, C. S., Lieut, I j^u« 

X*« PI • y • • • J 

Spencer, H., . . . Dec. 

Saumarez, Lt, R.N., . Mar. 

Skead, F., R.N., . . Feb. 

Sullivan, Mr., Mid., . May 

Semple, F., Mid., . . Nov. 

Simmons, H., . Sept 



7, 1833, 

1, 1831, 
1834, 

2, 1835, 

1, 1837, 

8, 1837. 
26, ias8, 

6, 1837, 

3, 1837, 
18, 1839, 
11, 1839, 
24, 1840, 

20, 1841, 
18, 1839, 
18, 1841, 

6, 1841, 
23, 1841, 

9, 1842, 
1, 1842, 

13, 1844, 

^ 1845, 

26, 1846, 

21, 1848, 
4, 1847. 

17, 1860, 
17, 1860, 

7, 1850, 

13, 1851, 

21, 1851, 

6, 1852, 

29, 1852, 

2, 1853, 

2, 1853, 



83 
88 
104 
105 
107 
114 
121 
149 
168 
162 
172 
176 
184 
188 
208 
225 
226 
229 
245 
256 
257 
282 



1,1869, 298 



42 

18 
62 

63 

73 
74 
77 
79 
80 
86 
87 
89 
92 
93 
94 
96 
97 
100 
101 
124 
126 
134 
148 
150 
167 
167 

176 

177 
178 
179 
181 
193 
194 
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Skelton, H., . . . Dec 

Simkin, W Aug. 
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Crown Buildings, i88, Fleet SireeU 

London, October, 1 87 1. 

9 Hist of IBoofts 

PUBLISHING BY 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, LOW, & SEARLE. 

NEW ILLUSTRATED AND OTHER WORKS FOR 

THE SEASON 1871-2. 
In super royal quarto^ Juindsotiiely bounds 25J. 

FAIRY TALES. 

By Hans Christian Andersen. Illustrated by Twelve Large Designs 
IN Colour, 

AFTER ORIGINAL DRAWINGS BY E. V. B. 

The Text newly translated by H. L. D. Ward and Augusta Plesner. 
The following are the Tales selected, and the subjects chosen for illus- 
tration : — 

The Ugly Duckling. 

The Old Woman, with Cuckoo Shortlegs and the Cat, who wouldn't 
associate with the Ugly Duckling. 

The Wild Swans. 

The Dumb Maiden attired gorgeously and shown to the People. 
The King riding off with the Dumb Maiden. 
The Dumb Maiden's funeral pyre. 

The Fellow Traveller. 

The Old King pointing out to the Student the Wicked Princess's 

Garden. 
The Wicked Princess in her Garden. 

The Snow Queen. 

The Witch in the Cherry Garden drawing in Gerda's boat with her 

crutch. 
The Old Witch combing Gerda's hair with a golden comb to cause 

her to forget her friend. 

The Little Mermaid. 

Children playing in the water and alarmed by one of the Mermaids 
approaching the shore. 

Thumbkinetta. 

Thumbkinetta very desolate on the water lily-leaf. 
Thumbkinetta borne on the swallow's back to the south, where she 
sees the Fairy-flower Prince. 

The Angel. 

The Child after death in the Angel's arms pities the poor Rose-tree 
with its buds and flowers crushed down and broken. 

The Garden of Paradise 



2 



Sampson Low and CoJs 



Price compute t with Text* Imp. folio ^ £$ tos. 
CARL WERNER'S NILE SKETCHES. 

Painted from Nature during his travels through Egypt. The first of a series 
of Water-colour Drawings m perfect fac-sinme of the originals, mounted on 
strong English cardbcMurd, large folio, 33 inches by 17^ inches, vrith Preface 
and descriptive Text by Dr. A. E. Brehm and Dr. Dumichbn. The subjects 
corapris* — 



Pyramids op Gizbh at Sunrise. 
Mbmnon in Moonlight. 
Tbmplb op Isis. 



Tomb op Sheik Ababde. 

Nubian Child. 

Barber's Shop in Achmim. 



\* The Pictures are equally suitable for portfolio or for wall adornment. 

Roy»l 9tfo. cloth extra, 10s. 6d. 

ILLUSTRATIONS TO GOETHE'S FAUST. 

By Paul Konewka, Author of Illustrations to Shakespeare's " Midsummer 
Night's Dream," " Falstaff and his Companions^" &a The English Text 
from Bayard Taylor's Translation. 
The Illustrations are very finely finished .S'«2iMw^//!ef. 

Imperial ^to,f cloth extra, 6y. 

SAINT GEORGE'S CHAPEL, WINDSOR. 

Eiehteen Views printed in permanent pigments by the Woodbury process, 
wiui descriptive letterpress by John Harrington, auth<Mr of " The Abbey 
and Palace of WeAininster,"de<ucated by ^tedal permission to the Hon. and 
Very Rev. the Dean of Windsor. The following are the -views selected t— 



1. The South Front, 
a. The West Front. 

3. The Nave, loolung east. 

4. The Nave, looking south-west. 

5. The Choir, east. 

6. The Choir, west 

7. Te Reredos below the great 

east window. 

8. The Royal Closet. 

9. Cress-View fix)m South Transept, 
za The Rutland Chapel. 



zi. The Bray Chapel. 
Z2. The Beaufort Chapel. 

13. Oliver King's Chapel. 

14. The Monument ot the Duchess 

of Gloucester. 

15. The Cenotaph of H.R.H. the 

Princess Charlotte. 

16. The Oxenbridge ChapeL 

17. Oak Panel Paintings. 
z8. The Aldworth ChapeL 



Super royal ^to., cloth extra, 25*. 

GEMS OF DUTCH ART. 

Twelve Photographs fi^m the finest Engravings in the British Museum, by 
Stephen Thompson, with descriptive letterpress by G. W. Reid, Keeper of 
the Prints, British Museum. The following are the subjects — 



The Drinker. By Frans Van Mieris. 
The Cottage Door. By Isaac Van 

Ostade. 
The Smoker. By Adrian Van 

Ostade. 
The Dutch Ale House. By Adrian 

Van Ostade. 
The Spinner. By Caspar Netscher. 
The Trumpeter. By Gerard Ter- 

burg. 
A Conversation. By Jan Steen. 



The Bunch of Grapes. By Gabriel 

Metzu. 
The Village Ale House. By Adrian 

Van Ostade. 
The Jocund Peasants. By Comelis 

Dusart. 
The Happy Cdttagers. By Onrnelis 

Dusart. 
A Country Gathering. By Isaac 

Van Ostade. 



List of Publications. 



GIRLS' BOOKS. A Series Written, Edited, or 
Translated by the Author of " John Halifax, Gen- 
tleman." 

Small Post Zvo. Cloth Extra^ Gilt Edges. Price oj each Volume ^ 4X. 

I. LITTLE SUNSHINE'S HOLIDAY: 

A Picture from Life. By the author of "John Halifax, Gentleman." (Form- 
ing Vol. I. of the " • John Halifax ' Series of Girls' Books." 

This is a pretty narrative of baby life, describing the simple doings and 
sayings of a very charming and rather precocious child nearly tnree years old. 
—Pall Mall Gazette. 

"Will be delightful to those who have nurseries peopled by 'Little Sun- 
shines' of their own." — Athetueum. 

2. THE COUSIN PROM INDIA. 
ByGsoRGiANA M. Craik. 

"The tale is a clever and interesting one." — Athetueum. 
" The authoreis is equally skilful in the humourous and in the pathetic. . . . 
Few very few, one ma^ hope, could read with dry eyes of Little David's 
accident, and quite as few could listen without laughing, to Efl&e's attempt «t 
a funny tale." — Guardian. 

3. TWENTY YEARS AGO. 

From the Journal of a Girl in her Teerts. Edited by the author oi " John 
Halifax, Gentleman." With lUtistrations by Sydney HalL 

%* Other Tohiraea are in preparation. 
The ADVENTURES of a YOUNG NATURALIST. 

By LuciEN BiART. With 117 beautiful Illustrations on Wood. Edited and 
Adapted by Parker Gillmore, Author of " All Roimd the World," &c» 
Post 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges, new edition, price fs. 6d. 

" We can strongly recommend this most attractive boy's book." — 
Graphic. 

" The adventures are charmingly narrated, and information is ^ riven 
about all the trees, plants, and native productions that are met with."— 
Athettaum, 

BLACKMORE (R. D.) CRADOCK NOWELL. 

New Edition, small post 8vo. cloth; uniform with the ts. Edition of 
Loma Doone, by the same Author. {In the press. 

Also Uniform', 

BLACKMORE (R. D.) CLARA VAUOHAN. 

\In thepresg* 
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FRISWELL, J. H. A NEW VOLUME OF ESSAYS. 

Uniform with the " Gentle Life." 

Small Post Bvo., cloth extra, gilt edges ^ 3^. 6</. 
HEALY (MARY). THE HOME THEATRE. 

Numerous Illustrations, small post Svo., clot A extra, 3J. 6d. 

TROWBRIDGE (J. T.) JACK HAZARD AND HIS 

FORTUNES. 

A Story of Adventure, 

2 Volumes, Crown 8vo,, 21s. 

KAVANAGH (MORGAN). THE ORIGIN OF LAN- 
GUAGE AND OF MYTHS. 

Small Post 8vo., cloth extra, y. 6d. 

KINGSTON (W. H. G.) BEN BURTON, 

Or, Bom and Bred at Sea. With Illustrations by Sydney Hall. 

Zvo.f cloth. 

KENNAN (G.) JOURNEY ACROSS THE CAU-. 

CASIAN MOUNTAINS. 

Small Post, Svo., cloth extra, js. 6d, 

MACKAY (Dr.). UNDER THE BLUE SKY. 

Open air Studies of Men and Nature. By Charles Mack ay, author of 
•* Studies from the Antique," " Voices of the Crowd," &c. 

2 Volumes, Crown Bvo., 15s. 

MERCIER (Rev. L.) OUTLINES OF THE LIFE 
OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Square 8vo., cloth extra. 

MOTHER GOOSE S MELODIES FOR CHILDREN; 

Or, Songs for the Nursery. With Notes, Music, and an Account of the 
Goose or Vereoose Family, and with Illustrations by Henry L. Stephens 
and Gaston Fay. 
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In one Vol., medium Svo., hal/mor. gilt top, 100,000 Names, occupying 

1032 >/., 3tJ. bd. 

PHILLIPS (L. B.) THE DICTIONARY OF BIO- 
GRAPHICAL REFERENCE. 

The value and importance of this Dictionary will be best perceived when it 
is stated that it contains one hundred thousand names, a number which 
exceeds by many thousands those contained in the most voluminous existing 
works upon the subject, and upwards of a quarter of a million of references. 
The chief letters run as follows : — In B, 12,600 names ; C, 9,397 ; G, 5,640 ; L, 
5,481 ; M, 6,816 ; S, 7,800. 

This work also contains as an addendum, a Classed Index of the principal 
works on biography, published in Europe and America to the present dav, 
arranged under three divisions, viz. :— General, or those which contain the 
accounts of individuals of all nations ; National, or those which relate to the 
celebrities of particular countries ; and Class, which treat only of the members 
of respective bodies or professions, &c. 

*»* Prospectuses, containing sixteen pa^es of Preface, Explanatory Matter, 
and Specimen Pages, may be bad on apphcation. 

Square, cloth. Illustrated, 2s. 6d. 

PREW (M. T.) GERMAN PRIMER. 

Being an Introduction to First Steps in German. 

Small Post Bvo., cloth, 

RICHARDSON (ABBY SAGE). STORIES FROM 

OLD ENGLISH POETRY. 

Fcap. Bvo. cloth, 5s* 

STEELE (THOS.) UNDER THE PALMS. 

A volume of Verse. By Thomas Steele, Ceylon Civil Service, Translator 
of ** An Eastern Love Story," &c. 

Flexible cloth, extra gilt, a*, td. 
ROCHEFOUCAULD'S REFLECTIONS: 

Or Moral Sentences and Maxims. (New volume of the Bayard Series.) 

VIARDOT. THE WONDERS OF SCULPTURE. 

Uniform with " The Wonders of Italian Art," &c Numerous Illustrations, 
square 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges, 12s. 6d, 

Volume I., 4to., cloth extra, gilt edges, 31*. 6d. 
ART, PICTORIAL AND INDUSTRIAL. 

An Illustrated Magazine. 

This Volume contains a very large amount of matter on Art su^ccts by 
the best writers of the day ; and in addition thereto upwards of 50 fuU-page 
Heliotype Pictures, thus forming a most beautiful Volume for presentation. 
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Handsomely Ixmnd in cloth extra^ air. 

FAVOURITE ENGLISH POEMS AND POETS. 

An Entirely New and Extended Edition. With 330 Engravings on Wood, 
produced in the very best style of woodcut printing. 

** It contains upwards of 300 examples of our sweet^t singers, illustrated 
by above 300 engravings. Eye and sentiment are satisfied with this noble 
rauhering of the poets of our land.*' — Atktnaum. "What we most like in 
tne Editor is that, with scarcely an excepti(Mi, he selects whole poems. 
Extracts and beauties are often as unfair to the writer as they are nuslead- 
ing^ to the reader." — Saturday Review. "When we say that the list of 
artists includes the names of Messrs. Harrison Weir, Birlcet Foster, J. C. 
Horsley, Charles Keene, Percival Skelton, John Gilbert, Gustave Dor^ and 
E. Duncan, and that each of these appears to have done his very best, and 
to have worked in harmony, we have said enough to recommend the re>issue of 
this voliune fax and wide. The poems are taxen mostly from writers of the 
last three centuries, and the illustrations amount to upwards of 300." — 
Times. 

In one volume^ small 4to., choicely printed on paper specially made, 'with 

Title Vigiutte by Sir Noel Paton^ R.S.A.^ Engraved on Steel fy 

C. H» Jeens, hound cloth extra^ 10s. 6d. 

THE GENTLE LIFE. 

Essays in Aid of the Formation of Character. By Hain Friswbll. The 
Queen Edition^ revised and selected from the Two Series. Dedicated by 
express permission and desire, to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 

New astd cheaper edition^ ^r. 

CHRIST IN SONG. 

Hymns of Immanuel, selected from all Ages, with Notes. By Philip 
ScHAFF, D.D. Crown 8vo., toned paper, beautifully printed at the Chiswick 
Press. With Initial Letters and Ornaments, and handsomely bound. 

^ " If works of a religious character are ever seasonable as giit>bo<^ that 
time certainly is Christmas. Foremost among them we have 'Chnst in 
Song ' by^ Dr. Philip SchafT, a complete and carefully selected * Lyra 
Chnstologica,' embracing the choicest hymns on the person and work of our 
Lord from all ages, denominations, and tongues." — Tisnes. 

m 

Now Publishing^ in 34 Two Shilling Monthly Parts, 

GUIZOT (M.) THE HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

From the Earliest Times to the year 1789. Related for the Rising Genera- 
tion by M. GuizoT, Author of "The History of the Civilization ofEutopc,*" 
&c Translated from the French by Robert Black, M.A. With 100 full- 
page Engravings, and numerous smaller ones. 

Morocco, £5 5*. 
THE ABBEY AND PALACE OF WESTMINSTER. 

Forty Views with Letterpress Description, dedicated by pemissioa to the 
Very Rev. Dban Staklby. Photogpcsphod by John Harrington. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST. 
BBOTT (J. S. C.) History of Frederick the Great, 

with numerous Illustrations. 8vx>. xl. xs. 

About in the Worid, by the author of "The 
Gentle Life." Crown 8vo. bevdled doth, 4th edition. 6s. 

Adamson (Rev. T. H.) The Gospel according to St. 

Matthe>v, expounded. 8vo. X2s. 
Adventures of a Young Naturalist. B;^ Lucien Biart, 

with 117 beautiful Illustrations on Wood. Edited and adapted by 
Parker Gillmore, author of "All Round the World," ** Gun, Rod, and 
Saddle," &c. Post 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges, new edition, js. 6d. 

Adventures on the Great Hunting Grounds of the World, 

translated from the French of Victor Meunier, with engravings, 3nd 
edition. 5s. 

" The book for all boys in whom the love of travel and adventure is 
strong. They will find here plenty to amuse them and much to instruct 
them besides." — Times. 

Alcott (Miss) Old Fashioned Girl, best edition, small post 

8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges, 3; . 6d. ; Low's Copyright Series, xs, 6d. ; 

cloth, 3J. 

Camp and Fireside Stories. Fcap. 3J. 6^?! 

Little Women. Complete in i vol. fcap. 3J. 6d, 

Little Men : Life at Plumfield with Jo's Boys. 

By the author of " Little Women." Small post 8va cloth, gilt edges, 
3*. 6d. 



The Guardian says of " Little Women," that it is—" A bright, cheerful, 

udthy stor^— with a tinge of thoughtful gravity about it which reminds 

one of John Bunyan. The Athenttum says of " Old-Fashioned Girl " — 



** Let whoever wishes to read a bright, spirited, wholesome story, get 
the * Old Fashioned Girl ' at once." 

Among the Arabs, a Narrative of Adventures in Algeria, by 
G. Napubgvi, M. D., A.,M. is. 6d, 

Andersen (Hans Christian) The Story of My Life. 8vo. 

zor. 6d. 

Fairy Tales, with Illustrations in Colours by E. V. B. 



Royal 4to. cloth, x/. 5;. 

Andrews (Dr.) Latin-English Lexicon. 13th edition. 

Royal 8vo. pp. 1,670^ cloth extra. Price iBs. 

The superiority^ of this justly-famed Lexicon is retained over all others 
by the fulness of its Quotations, the including in the Vocabulary Proper 
Names, the distinguishing whether the Derivative is classical or other- 
wise, the exactness of the.References to die Original Authors, and by die 
price. 

" The best Latin Dictionary, whether for the sdiolar or advanced 
student ** — Spectator. 

" Every page bears the impress of industry and care. **— ^ t ke t u nmu 
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Anecdotes of the Queen and Royal Family, collected and 
edited by J. Q. Hodgins, with Illustrations. New edition, revised by 
John Times. 5*. 

Angell (J. K.) A Treatise oii the Law of Highways. 8vo. 

1/. 5*. 

Art, Pictorial and Industrial, VoL I. i/. lu. 6</. 

Audubon. A Memoir of John James Audubon, the Naturalist, 
edited by Robert Buchanan, with portrait. 2nd edition. 8vo. 15J. 

Australian Tales, by the ** Old Boomerang." Post 8vo. $s. 



ALDWIN (J. D.) Prehistoric Nations. i2mo. 

4J. 6d. 

Bancroft's History of America. Library edition, 

8 vols. 8vo. 4/. i6j. 

History of America, Vol. IX. 8vo. 12s. 




Barber (E. C.) The Crack Shot. Post 8vo. 8j. 6d, 

Barnes's (Rev. A.) Lectures on the Evidences of Christi- 
anity in the xgth Century. i2mo. js. 6d, 

Bamum (P. T.) Struggles and Triumphs. Crown Svo. 

Fancy boards. 2s. 6d. 

THE BAYARD SERIES, Comprising Plea- 
sure Books of Literature produced in the Choicest 
Style as Companionable Volumes at Home and 
Abroad. 

Price 2J. 6d. each Volume^ complete in itself. Printed at the Chis7vick Press^ 
bound by Bum^ flexible clot^ extra^ gilt leaves ^ with silk Headbands 
and Registers, 

The Story of the Chevalier Bayard. By M. De Berville. 

De Joinville's St. Louis, King of France. 

The Essays of Abraham Cowley, including all his Prose 

Works. 

Abdallah ; or, the Four Leaves. By Edguard Laboullaye. 

Table-Talk and Opinions of Napoleon Buonaparte. 
Vathek : An Oriental Romance. By William Beckford. 
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The King and the Commons : a Selection of Cavalier and 

Puritan Song. Edited by Prof. Morley. 

Words of Wellington : Maxims and Opinions of the Great 
Duke. 

Dr. Johnson's Rasselas, Prince of Ahyssinia. With Notes. 

Hazlitt's Round Table. With Biographical Introduction. 

The Religio Medici, Hydriotaphia, and the Letter to a 
Friend* By Sir Thomas Browne, Knt. 

Ballad Poetry of the Affections. By Robert Buchanan. 

Coleridge's Christabel, and other Imaginative Poems. With 
Preface by Algernon C. Swinburne. 

Lord Chesterfield's Letters, Sentences and Maxims. 

With Introduction by the Editor, and Essay on Chesterfield by M. De 
St. Beuve, of the French Academy. 

Essays in Mosaic. By Thos. Ballantyne. 

My Uncle Toby; his Story and his Friends. Edited 
by P. Fitzgerald. 

Reflections ; or. Moral Sentences and Maxims of the Duke 
de la Rochefoucauld. 

A suitable Case containing \i volumes y price 31 j. (td. ; or the Case separate^ 

price 3*. td. 

Extracts from Literary Notices. 

" The present series— taking its name from the opening volume, which 
contained a translation of the Knight without Fear and without Reproach 
-will really, we think, fill a void in the shelves of all except the most 
complete English libraries. These little square-shaped volumes contain, 
in a very manageable and prettv form, a great many things not very easy 
of access elsewhere, and some things for the first time brought together. 
—Pall Mall Gazette. ** We have here two more volumes of the series 
appropriately called the * Bayard,' as they certainly are * sans reproche.* 
Of convenient size, with clear typography and tasteful binding, we know 
no other little volumes which make such good gift-books for persons of 
mature age. '* — Examiner. " St. Louis and his companions, as described 
by Joinville, not only in their glistening armour, but in their every-day 
attire, are brought nearer to us, become intelligible to us, and teach us 
lessons of humanity which we can learn from men only, and not from saints 
and heroes. Here lies the real value of real history. It widens our mind? 
and our hearts, and gives us that true knowledge of the world and of 
human nature in all its phases which but few can gain in the short span 
of their own life, and in tne narrow sphere of their friends and enemies. 
We can hardly imagine a better book for boys to read or for men to 
ponder over." — Times. 

Beecher (Henry Ward, D. D.) Life Thoufi^hts. Complete 

in xvol. xamo. ax. (xL 

A a 



lo Sampson Low and Co,'s 

Beecher (Henry Ward, D.D.) Sermons Selected. i2mo. 
Norwood, or Village Life in New England. 



Crown 8vo. 6*. 



(Dr. Lyman) Life and Correspondence of. 2 vols. 

post 8vo. x/. is» 

Bees and Beekeeping. B^ the Times* Beemaster. Illustrated. 
Crown 8vo. New Edition, with additions. 2«. 6d. 



• 



Bell (Rev. C. D.) Faith in Earnest. i8mo. is, 6d, 

Blanche Nevile. Fcap. 8vo. dr. 

Bellows (A. J.) The Philosophy of Eating. Post 8vo. 

How not to be Sick, a Sequel to Philosophy of 

Eating. Post Svo. ^s. 6d. 

Biart (L.) Adventures of a Young Naturalist. (See 

Adventures.^ 

Bickersteth's H3rmnal Companion to Book of Common 
Prayer. 

The following Editions are now ready : — 

s. d. 

No. z. A Small-type Edition, medium 32mo. cloth limp o 6 
No. I. B ditto roan limp, red edges . . z o 

No. z. C ditto morocco limp, gilt edges ..20 

No. 2. Second-size type, super-royal 32mo. cloth limp . . 10 
No. 2. A ditto roan limp, red edges . . 30 

No. 2. B ditto morocco limp, gilt edges . . 30 

No. 3. Large-type Edition, crown Svo. cloth, red edges . . a 6 
No. 3. A ditto roan limp, red edges ..36 

No. 3. B ditto morocco limp, g^lt edges ..56 

No. 4. Large-type Edition, crown Svo. with Introduction 

and Notes, cloth, red edges 36 

No. 4. A ditto roan limp, red edges . . 46 

No. 4. B ditto morocco, gilt edges ..66 

No. 5. Crown Svo. with accompanying Tunes to every 

Hymn, New Edition 30 

No. 5. A ditto with Chants 40 

No. 5. B The Chants separately x 6 

No. 6. Penny Edition. 






A liberal allowance is made to Clergy fuen introducing 

the Hymnal, 



tC3* The Book of Common Prayer, bound with The Hymnal Com- 
1 ANION. 32mo. cloth, 9</. And in various superior bindings. 



List of PublicaiionSi, 1 1 

Bigelow (John) France and Hereditary Monarchy. 8vo. 

3*- 

Bishop (J. L.) History of American Manufacture. 3 vols. 

8vo. 2/. 5*. 

(J. P.) First Book of t^e Law. 8vo. i/. u. 



Blackburn (H.) Art in the Mountains : the Story of the 

.Passion Play, with upwards of Fifty Illustrations. 8yo. i2f. 

I 

Artists and Arabs. With numerous Illustrations. 8vo. 



^s, 6d. 



8vo. I dr. 



Normandy Picturesque. Numerous Illustrations. 



Travelling in Spain. With numerous Illustrations. 



Svo. i6x. 



Travelling in Spain. Guide Book Edition i2mo. 



2S. 6d. 

The Pjrrenees. Summer Life at French Watering- 

Places. 100 Illustrations by Gustave Dore, Royal Svo. iSs. 

Blackmore (R. D.) Lorna Doone. New edition. Crown, 

8vo. 6s. 

" The reader at times holds his breath, so graphically yet so simply 
does John Ridd tell his tale . . . . ' Lorna Doone ' is a work of real 
excellence, and as such we heartily commend it to the puhlic."—Saiurtiay 
Keviruf. 



Cradock No well. 2nd and cheaper edition. 6s. 

[hi the press. 

Clara Vaughan. • [In the tress, 

-— '— Georgics of Virgil. Small 4to. 4r. (>d. 
Blackwell (E.) Laws of Life. New edition. Fcp. 3^. 61. 
Boardman's Higher Christian Life. Fcp. \s. 6d. 
Bonwick (J.) Last of the Tasmanians. Svo. idr. 

> Daily Life of the Tasmanians. Svo. 12^. 6d. 

Curious Facts of Old Colonial Days. i2mo. cloth. 

Book of Common Prayer with the Hymnal Companion. 

33mo. doth. &/. ; bound xs. And in various bindinj^s. 
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Books suitable for School Prizes and Presents. (Fuller 
description of each book will be found in the alphabet) 

Adventures of a Youni: Naturalist, ^s. 6tL 

on Great Hunting Grounds* 51; 

AUcott's Old Fashioned Girl. y. 6d. 

Little Women. 3*. 6d. 

Little Men. y. 6d, 

Anecdotes of the Queen, sx. 

Bayard Series (See Bayard.) 

Blackmore's Loma Doone. 6s, 

Chanifed Cross (The), or. 6d, 

Child's Play, ^s.6i^. 

Christ in Sonif. y. 

Crsik (Mrs.) Little Sunshine's Holiday, ^s, 

Craik (Miss) The Cousin from India. 4^. 

Dana*s Two Years before the Mast. 6s. 

£rkman-Chatrian*s, The Forest House. 3^. 6d. 

Faith Gartney. y. 6d. ; cloth boards, is. 6d. 

Favourite English Poems. 300 Illustrations. ax#. 

Franc's Emily's Choice. 5^. 

Marian. s#. 

Silken Cord. 5*. 

Vermont Vale. sx. 

Minnie's Mission. 41. 

Gayworthys (The). 3*. 6d, 
Gentle Life, (Queen Edition), xos. 6d, 
Gentle Life Series. (JSee Alphabet). 
Glover's Light of the Word. ax. 6d. 
Hayes (Dr.) Cast Away in the Cold. 6x. 
Healy (Miss) The Home Theatre. 3X. 6d, 
Henderson's Latin Proverbs, xox. 6tU 
Hugo's Toilers of the Sea« lox. 6d^ 

Kingston's Ben Burton, jx. 6cU 

Kennan's Tent Life. 6x. 

Lyra Sacra Americana. 41. 6d, 

Macgregor (John) Rob Roy Books. {See Alphabet.) 

Maury's Physical Geography of the Sea« 6x. 

Parisian Family. 5X. 

Phelps (Miss) The Silent Partner. 5X. 

Stowe (Mrs.) Pink and White Tyranny. 3X. 6d. 

Old Town Folks. Clodi extra 6s. and ax. 6d. 

Ministex's Wooing, sx. ; boards, ix. 6d. 

Pearl of Orr's Island. 5X. 



List of FubUcaiions, 13 

Books for School Prizes and Presents, continued, 

Tauchnitz*8 German Authors. (JSee Tauchniu.) 
Twrenty Years Ago. 41. 
Under the Blue Sky. js. 6d, 
Whitney's (Mrs.) Books. (See Alphabet.) 

Bowen (Francis) Principles of Political Economy. 

8vo. X4r. 

Bowles (T. G.) The Defence of Paris, narrated as it was 

Seen. 8vo. x^r. 

Boynton (Charles B., D.D.) Navy of the United States, 

with Illustrations of the Ironclad Vessels. 8vo. 2 vols. zL 

Bremer (Predrika) Life, Letters, and Posthumous Works. 

Crown 8vo. zof. (>d. 

Brett (E.) Notes on Yachts. Fq). dr. 

Broke (Admiral Sir B. V. P., Bart., K.C.B.) Biography 

ot z/. 

Browne (J. R. Adventures in the Apache Country. Post 

8vo. 8*. 6d. 

Burritt (E.) The Black Country and its Green Border 

Land : or. Expeditions and Explorations round Birmingham^ Wolver- 
hampton, Ac jBy Elihu Burritt. Second and cheaper edition. Post 
8va 6r. 

A Walk from London to John O' Groat's, and from 

London to the Land's End and Back. With Notes by the Way. 
By Elihu Burritt. Two vols. Price 6*. each, with Illustrations. 

The Lectures and Speeches of Elihu Burritt. 



Fcp. 8vo. cloth, 6s. 
Burroughs (John), See Wake Robin. 
Bush (R. J.) Reindeer, Dogs, and Snow Shoes : a Journal 

of Siberian Travel. 8vok !». 6d, 

Bushnell's (Dr.) The Vicarious Sacrifice. Post 8vo. ^s. 6d, 

Nature and the Supernatural. Post 8vu. 3^. 6d, 

Christian Nurture. 3J. 6d, 

Character of Jesus. 6d. 

The New Life. Cro^vn 8vo. 3^. (ki. 
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HANGED Cross (The) and other Religious Poems, 

Child's Play, with i6 coloured drawings by E. V.B. 
An entirely new edition, printed on thick paper, with tints, 
^s. 6d. 

Child (F. J.) English and Scotch Ballads. A new edition, 

revised hy the editor. 8 vols. fq>. x/. &r. 

Choice Editions of Choice Books. New Editions. Illus- 
trated by C. W. Cope, R.A., T. Cr?swick, R.A., Edward Duncan, 
Birket Foster, J. C. Horsley, A.R.A., George Hicks, R. Redgrave, R.A., 
C. Stonehouse, F. Taylor, George Thomas, H. J. Townshend, E. H, 
Wehnert, Harrison Weir, &c. Crown 8vo. cloth, 5*. each ; mor. 10*. 6dt 



Bloomfield's Farmer's Boy. 
Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. 
Cundall's Elizabethan Poetry. 
Coleridge's Ancient Mariner. 
Goldsmith's Deserted Vilbee. 
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. 
Gray's Elegy in a Churchyard. 



Keat's Eve of St. Agnes. 
Milton's I'Allegro. 
Roeers' Pleasures of Memory. ' 
Shsucespeare's Songs and Sonnets. 
Tennyson's May Queen. 
Weir's Poetry of Nature. 
Wordsworth's Pastoral Poems. 



Christ in Song. Hymns of Immanuel, selected from all Ages» 
with Notes. By Philip Schaff, D.D. Crown 8vo. toned paper, 
beautifully printed at the Chiswick Press. With Initial Letters and 
Ornaments and handsomely bound. New Edition. 5^. 

Christabel. See Bayard Series. 

Christmas Presents. See Illustrated Books. 

Chronicles of Castle of Amelroy. 4to. With Photographic 

Illustrations. 2/. 2X. 

Classified Catalogue of School, College, Technical, and 
General Educational Works in use in Great Britain, arranged 
according to subjects. In i vol. 8vo. y. 6d. 

Coffin (G. C.) Our New Way Round the World. 8vo. I2J. 

Coleridge (Sir J. D.) On Convents. 8vo. boards, 5j. 

Commons Preservation (Prize Essays on), written in compe- 
tition for Prizes offered by Henry W. Peek, Esq. 8vo. 14*. 

Cradock Nowell. See Blackmore. 

Craik (Mrs.), Little Sunshine's Holiday (forming Vol. 1. 
of the John Halifax Series of Girls' Books. Small post 8vo. 4*. 

(Georgiana M.) The Cousin from India, forming 



Vol. 2. of John Halifax Series. Small post 8vo. 4*. 

Hero Trevelyan. 2 Vols. Post 8vo. 21s. 



Craik's American Millwright and Miller. With nimierous 

Illustrations. 8vo. i/. is. 

Cronise (Titus F.) The Natural Wealth of California, 

comprising Early Historyj Geography, Climate, Commerce, Agriculture, 
Mines, Manufactures, Railroads, Statistics, &c. &c. Imp. Sva i/. $s. 

Cummins (Maria S.) Haunted Hearts (Low's Copyright 

Series). x6mo. boards, is. 6d. ; cloth, 2J. 
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ALTON (J. C.) A Treatise on Physiology and 
Hygiene for Schools, Families, and Colleges, with 
numerous Illustrations. 7^. dd, 

Dana ( ) Two Years before the Mast and Twenty- 
four years After. New Edition, with Notes and Revisions. lamo. (a, 

Darley (Felix O. C.) Sketches Abroad with Pen and 

Pencil, with 84 Illustrations on Wood. Small 4to. ^s. td. 
Daughter (A) of Heth, by Wm. Biack. Seventh Edition. 

3 vols. z/. I If. td. 

Dawson (Professor) Archaia. Post 8vo. ds, 

Devonshire Hamlets ; Hamlet 1603, Hamlet 1604, I Vol. 

8vo. ^5. 6d. 

Draper (John W.) Human Physiology. Illustrated with 

more than 300 Woodcuts from Photographs, &c Royal Svo. cloth 
extra, i/. $5. 

Dream Book (The) with 12 Drawings in facsimile by E. V. B. 
Med. 4to. i/. \is. 6d. 

Duplais and McKennie, Treatise on the Manufacture and 

Distillation of Alcoholic Liquors. With numerous Engravings. 

Svo. 2/. 2S. 

Duplessis (G.) Wonders of Engraving. With numerous 

Illustrations and Photographs. Svo. Z2J. 6d. 

Dussauce (Professor H.) A New and Complete Treatise 

on the Art of Tanning. Royal Svo. x/. los. 

General Treatise on the Manufacture of Vinegar. 



8vo. i/. \s. 




NGLISH Catalogue (The), 1835 to 1863, Amal- 
gamating the London and the British Catalogues. Med. Svo. 
half-morocco. 2/. 5^. 

Supplements, 1863, 1864, 1865, 3^". 6d, 



each ; 1866, 1S67, 1S6S, 5J. each. 

Writers, Chapters for Self-improvement in English 



Literature; by the author of "The Gentle Life." 6s. 

. Erckmann-Chatrian, Forest House and Catherine's 

Lovers. Crown Svo. 3*. 6^ 
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AITH GARTNEY'S Girlhood, by the Author of 
"The Gayworthys.'.' Fcap. with]Coloured Frontispiece. 3*. 6d, 

Favourite English Poems. New and Extended 

Edition, with 300 illustrations. Small 4to. ais. 

Pew (A) Hints on Proving Wills. Enlarged Edition, sewed. 

IS, 

Fletcher (Rev. J. C.) and Kidder (Rev. D. P.) Brazil and 

the Brazilians. New Edition, with 150 Illustrations and supplemen- 
tary matter. 8vo. zSr. 

Franc (Maude Jeane) Emily's Choice, an Australian Tale. 

z voL small post 8vo. With a Frontispiece by G. F. Angas. 5X. 




Marian, or the Light of Some One's Home. Fop. 

3rd Edition, with Frontisinece. 5X. 

Silken Cords and Iron Fetters. 5^. 

— Vermot Vale. Small post 4to., with Frontispiece. 5j. 
Minnie's Mission. Small post 8vo., with Frontis- 




piece. 4f. 
Friswell (J. H.) Familiar Words, 2nd Edition, dr. 

■ Other People's Windows. Crown 8vo. 6s, 

One of Two. 3 vols. i/. lis. 6d. 



AYWORTHYS (The), a Story of New England 

Life. Small post 8vo. y. 6tL 

Gentle Life (Queen Edition). 2 vols, in i. Small 4to. 
xor. 6d. 

THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. Printed in 
Elzevir, on Toned Paper, handsomely bound, form- 
ing suitable Volumes for Presents. Price 6s. each; 
or in calf extra, price loj. 6d, 

I. 

The Gentle Life. Essays in aid of the Formation of Cha- 
racter of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen. Tenth Edition. 

^ ** His notion of a gentleman is of the noblest and truest order. A 
little compendium of cheerful philosophy." — Daily News. 

** Deserves to be printed in letters of gold, and circtdated in every 
house."— CArtiwAwv youmal. 
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II. 
About in the World. Essays by the Author of " The GenUe 

Life." 

*' It is not easy to open it at any paf e without finding some happy 
idesu**—3fcrntn£' Post, 

III. 
Like unto Christ. A New Translation of the ''De Imita- 

tione Christi " usually ascribed to Thomas k Kempis. With a Vignette 
from an Original Drawing by Sir Thomas Lawrence. Second Edition. 

" Evinces independent scholarship, and a profound feeling for the 
originaL" — Nonconformut. 

"Could not be presented in a more exquisite form, for a more sightly 
volume was never seen."— ///«f/ra/A/ London Neuu. 

IV. 

Familiar Words. An Index Verborum, or Quotation Hand- 
book. Affording an immediate Reference to Phrases and Sentences 
that have become embedded in the English language. Second ahd en- 
larged Edition. 

"The most extensive dictionary ot quotation we have met with." — 
Notes and Queries. 

"Will add to the author's credit with all honest workers."— -ff^rtf- 
miner. 

V. 

Essays by Montaigne. Edited, Compared, Revised, and 

Annotated by the Author of "The Gentle Life." With Vignette Por- 
trait. Second Edition. 

" We should be glad if any words of ours could lie!p to bespeak a lars[e 
circulation for this handsome attractive book ; and who can refuse his 
homage to the good-humoured industry of die editor." — Illustrated 
Times, 

VI. 

The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia. Written by Sir 
Philip Sidney. Edited, with Notes, by the AuthcM: of "The Gentle 
Life." Dedicated, by permission, to tne Earl of Derby, fs. 6d, 

" All the best thing^ in the Arcadia are retained intact in Mr. Fris- 
well's edition. — Examiner,- 

VII. 
The Gentle Life. Second Series. Third Edition. 

" There is not a single thought in the volume that does not contribute in 
some measure to the formation of a true gentleman." — Daily News, 

VIIL 

Varia : Readings from Rare Books. Reprinted, by per- 

missicm, from the Saturday Review, Spectator, &c. 

"The books discuited in this volume are no less^ vahiable than diey 
are rare, and the compiler is entitled to the gratitude of the pubUc 
for having rendered th^r treasures available to the general reader."— 
Observer, 
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IX. 

The Silent Hour: Essays, Original and Selected. By 

the Author of "The Gentle Life." Second Edition. 

*' All who possess the 'Gentle Life' should own this volume.'* — 
Standard. 

X. 

Essays on English writers, for the Self-improvement of 

Students in English Literature. 

"The author has a distinct purpose and a proper and noble ambition to 
win the young to the pure and noble study of our glorious English 
literature. To all (both men and women) who have neglected to read 
and study their native literature we would certainly suggest the volume 
before us ab a fitting introduction." — Examiner. 

XI. 

Other People's Windows. By J. Hain Friswell, Second 

Edition. 

"The chapters are so lively in themselves, so mingled with shrewd 
views of human nature, so full of illustrative anecdotes, that the reader 
cannot fail to be amused." — Morning Post. 



German Primer; being an Introduction to First Steps in 
German. By M. T. Prew. 2j. 6d. 

Girdlestone (C.) Christendom. i2mo. 3/. 

Family Prayers. i2mo. is, 6d. 

Glover (Rev. R.) The Light of the Word. Third Edition. 

i8mo. as. 6d. 

Goethe's Faust. With Illustrations by Konewka. Small 4to. 
Price lor. 6d. 

Gouffe : The Royal Cookery Book. By Jules Gouff^, 

Chef-de-Cuisine of the Paris Jockey Club ; translated and ads^ted for 
English use by Alphonsk Gouff^ head pastrycook to Her Majesty the 
Queen. Illustrated with large plates, beautifully printed in colours, to- 
gether with z6x woodcuts. 8vo. Coth extra, gilt edges. 2/. 2s. 



Domestic Edition, half-bound. lOf. 6^. 



" By far the ablest and most complete work on cookery that has ever 
been submitted to the gastronomical world." — Pati Mall Gazette. 

The Book of Preserves ; or, Receipts for Preparing 



and Preserving Meat, Fish salt and smoked, Terrines, Gelatines, Vege- 
tables, Fruits, ConfitUKs, Syrups, Liqueurs de Fimille, Petits Fours, 
Bonbons, &c. &c. By Jules Gouffe, Head Cook of the Paris Jockey 
Club, and translated and adapted by h's brother Alphonsb Gouffe, 
Head Pastrycook to her Majesty the Queen, translator and editor of 
" The Royal Cookery Book." x vol. roysl 8vo., containing upwards of 
500 Receipts and 34 Illustrations, xos. 6d- 



i 



Ltst of Publications, 19. 



Gough (J. B.) The Autobiography and Reminiscences of 

John B. Goucfh. 8vo. Cloth, i2j. 
Grant, General, Life of. 8vo. lis, 
Guizot's History of France. Translated by Robert Black. 

Royal 8vo. Numerous Illustrations. In Parts, ar. each (to be completed 
in about twenty parts). 

Guyon (Mad.) Life. By Upham. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. ^s. 6d. 



Method of Prayer. Foolscap, is. 




ALL (E. H.) The Great West; Handbook for 

Emigrants and Settlers in America.^ With a large Map of 
routes, railways, and steam communication, complete to pre- 
sent time. Boards, is. 

Harrington (J.) Pictures of Saint George's Chapel, Wind-> 

sor. Photographs. 410. 63J. 

Harrington's Abbey and Palace of Westminster. Photo- 
graphs. 5/. 5*. 

Harper's Handbook for Travellers in Europe and the 

East. New Edition. Post 8vo. Morocco tuck, x/. i^. 

Hawthorne (Mrs. N.) Notes in England and Italy. Crown 
8vo. xof. td. 

Hayes (Dr.) Cast Away in the Cold; an Old Man's Story 
of a Young Man's Adventures. By Dr. L Isaac Hayes, Author of 
"The Open Polar Sea." With numerous Illustrations. Gilt edges, 6*. 

Hazlitt (William) -The Round Table ; the Best Essays of 
William Hazlitt, vrith Biographical Introduction (Bayard Series). 
2^. 6d. 

Healy (M.) Shadow and Substance. A Novel. 3 Vols. 

x/. I IX. 6d. 



The Home Theatre. Small post 8vo. 3J. 6d, 



Henderson (A.) Latin Proverbs and Quotations; with 

Translations and Parallel Passages, and a copious English Index. By 
Alfred Henderson. Fcap. 410., 530 pp. los. td. 

" A very handsome volume in its typographical externals, and a very 
useful companion to those who, when a (quotation is aptly made, like to 
trace it to its source, to dwell on the minutiae of its application, and to 
find it illustrated with choice parallel passages firom English and Latii* 
authors. " — Times. 

" A book well worth adding to one's library." — Saturday Retfieu, 

Hearth Ghosts. By the Author of * Gilbert Rugge.* 3 Vols. 

x/. I IX. 6d. . 
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Heber's (Bishop) Illustrated Edition of Hymns. With 

upwards of zoo Designs engraved in the tint style of art under the 
superintendence of J. D. Coopek. Small 4to. Handsomely bound. 

Hitherto. By the AuthOTof "TheGayworthys." New Edition. 
6s, 

Hoge-— Blind Bartimaeus. Popular edition, is. 

Holmes (Oliver W.) The Guardian Angel ; a Romance. 

3 vols. z6f. 

' (Low's Copyright Series.) Boards, is. 6d, ; cloth, 2J. 

— Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. i2mo. is, ; Illus- 
trated edition, y. 6d. 

— — The Professor at the Breakfast Table. 3^. 6<^ 

Songs in Many Keys. Post 8to. yx. 6d, 

■ Mechanism in Thought and Morals. i2mo. u, 6d. 



Home Theatre (The), by Mary Healy. Small post 8vo. 

Homespun, or Twenty Five Years Ago in America, by 
Thomas Lackland. Fcap. 8to. yx. 6d. 

Hoppin (Jas. M.) Old Country, its Sceneiy, Art, and 
People. PostSvo. js, 6d. 

Howell (W. D.) Italian Journeys. i2mo. cloth. &. 6d, 

Hugo's Toilers of the Sea. Crown 8vo. 6s, ; fancy boards, 
9S, ; doth, 9S, 64, ; lUustiated Editicm, zor. 6d. 

Hunt (Leigh) and S. A. Lee, Elegant Sonnets, with 
Bstay on Sonneteers. 3 vols. 8vo. x8«. 

Day by the Fire. Fcap. dr. 6d. 

Huntington (J.D., D.D.) Christian Believing. Crown 8vo. 
3*. 6d. 

Hymnal Companion to Book of Common Pra3rer. See 

Bickersteth. 

Ice, a Midsummer Night's Dream. Small Post 8yo. 3^. 6d, 

LLUSTRATED BOOKS, suitable for Christmas, 
Birthday, or Wedding Presents. (The full titles of 
which will be found in the Alphabet.) 

Anderson's Fairy Tales. 95^. 

Werner (Carl) Nile Sketches. 3/. tot. 

Goethe's Faust illustrations by P. Konewka. zor. 6d, 
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Illustrated Books, continued. 

Art, Pictorial and InduatriaL VoL I. 311. (id, 

St. Oeor^e's Chapel, Windsor. 

Favourite English Poems, aw. 

The Abbey and Palace of \Vestminster. 5/. 5*. 

Adventures of a Young Naturalist. 7J. (>d, 

Blackburn's Art in the Mountains, im. 

Artists and Arabs. 7*. 6</. 

Normandy Picturesque. 16*. 

Travelling in Spain. 16*. 

The Pyrenees, i&y. 

Bush's Reindeer, Dogs, Ac. xis. td, 
Duplessis' Wonders of Engraving. lax. 6<f. 
Viardot, Wonders of Sculpture, iw. &/. 

Wonders of Italian Art. i2j. 6d. 

Wonders of European Art. lar. 6^. 

Sauzay's Wonders of Glass Making xis. 6d. 

Fletcher and Kidder's Brazil. 18*. 

Gouffe's Royal Cookery Book. Coloured plates. 42A. 

Ditto. Popular edition. 10s. 6d, 

_ Book of Preserves. loj. 6rf. 

Heber (Bishop) Hymns. Illustrated edition, jt. 6d. 
Christian Lyrics. 

Milton's Paradise Lost (Martin's plates). 3/. 13*. &^ 
Palliser (Mrs.) History of Lace. 21*. 

Historic Devices, Ac. 21X. 

Red Cross Knight (The). 25^. 
Dream Book, by E. V. B. 21J. 6d. 
Schiller's Lay of the Bell. 14^. 
Peaks and Valleys of the Alps. 6/. 6s. 

Index to the Subjects of Books published in the United 
Kmgdom during the last ao years, five Half-morocco.'f lA 6*. 

In the Tropics. Post 8vo. 6s, 



ACK HAZARD, a Story of Adventure by T. T. 

Trowbridge. Nume , illustrations, small post. 3*. fiaT. 



AVANAGH'S Origin of Language. 2 vols, crown 

8vo» i/. xs, 

Kedge Anchor, or Young Sailor's Assistant, by 

Wm. Brady. 8voi i6«. 
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Kennan (G.) Tent Life in Siberia. 3rd edition, dr. 

" We strongly recommend the work as one of the most entertaining 
volumes of travel that has appeared of late years." — Atketueunt, 

** We hold our breath as he detaib some hair-breadth escape, and 
burst into fits of irresistible laughter over incidents full of humour. — 
spectator, 

Journey through the Caucasian Mountains. 8vo. 

cloth. [/« the press, 

Kent (Chancellor) Commentaries on American Law. 

xith edition. 4 vols. 8vo. 4/. xor. 

Kilmeney, by Wm. Black. 3 vols. 31J. (yd. 

Kingston (W. H. G.) Ben Burton, or Bom and Bred at 
Sea. Fcap. with Illustrations. 3^. td. 




ANG (J. D.) The Coming Event. 8vo. 12J. 
Lascelles (Arthur) The Coffee Grower's Guide. 

Post. 8vo. 2j. ()d. 

Lee (G. R.) Memoirs of the American Revolutionary 

War. 8vo. xts. 

Like unto Christ. A new translation of the " De Tmitatione 
Christi," usually ascribed to Thomas k Kempis. Second Edition. 6r. 

Little Gerty, by the author of " The Lamplighter. Fcap. 6^. 

Little Men. See Alcott. 

Little Preacher. 32010. is. 

Little Women. See Alcott. 

Little Sunshine's Holiday. See Craik (Mrs.) 

Log of my Leisure Hours. By an Old Sailor. Cheaper 

Edition. 5^. 

Longfellow (H. W.) The Poets and Poetry of Europe. 

New Edition. Svo. cloth, x/. \Sk 

Loomis (Elias). Recent Progress of Astronomy. Post Svo. 

— ^— Practical Astronomy. Svo. Ss, 

Loma boone. ' See Blackmore. 

Lost amid the Fogs : Sketches of Life in Newfoundland. 
By Lieut-CoL R. B. McCrba. Svo. 10*. 6d. 
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Low's Copjrright Cheap Editions of American Authors, 
comprising Popular Works, reprinted by arrangement with 
their Authors : — 

1. Haunted Hearts. By the Author of " The Lamplighter." 

3. The Guardian Angel. By " The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table." 

3. The Minister's Wooing. By the Author of " Uncle Tom's Cabin." 

4. Views Afoot. By Bayard Taylor. 

5. Kathrina, Her Life and Mine. By J. G. Holland. 

6. Hans Brinker : or, Life in Holland. By Mrs. Dodge. 

7. Men, Women, and Ghosts. By Miss Phelps. 

8. Society and Solitude. By Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

9. Hedged In. By Elizabeth Phelps. 

xo. An Old-Fashioned Girl. By Louisa M. Alcott. 

zx. Faith Gartney. 

X2. Stowe's Old Town Folks, m. 6</. ; cloth, 3*. 

13. Lowell's Study Windows. 

X4. My Summer in a Garden. By Charles Dudley Warner. 

Each volume complete in itself, price xs. 6d. enamelled flexible cover ; 
2j. cloth. 

Low's Monthly Bulletin of American and Foreign Publi- 
cations, forwarded regularly. Subscription 2J. 6d. per annum. 

Low's Minion Series of Popular Books, is, each : — 

The Gates Ajar. (The original English Edition.) 

Who is He ? 

The Little Preacher. 

The Boy Missionary. 

Low (Sampson, Jun.) The Charities of London. A Guide 

to 750 Institutions. New Edition. 5^. 



Handbook to the Charities of London, for the year 

X867. XX. 6d. 

Ludlow (FitzHugh). The Heart of the Continent. 8vo. 

cloth. X4X. 

Lyra Sacra Americana. Gems of American Poetry, selected 
and arranged, with Notes and Biographical Sketches, by C. D. Cleve- 
land, D. D., author of the " Milton Concordance." x8mo. 4^. 6d, 



5jg^ ACGREGOR (John, M. A.) " Rob Roy" on the 

] p Baltic. Third Edition, small post, 8vo. sx. 

A Thousand Miles in the " Rob Roy " 




&C XJ. 



Canoe. Eleventh Edition. Small post, 8vo. 2s, 6d, 

Description of the " Rob Roy " Canoe, with plans, 
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Macnegor (John M. A.) The Vojrace Alone in the Yawl 

** Rob Roy." Second Edition. Small pott, 8va 5c 

Mackay (Dr.) Under the Blue Sky. Open-air Studies of 
Men and Nature. Crown 8vo. Qoth extra. 7«. 6eL, 

March (A.) Anglo-Saxon Reader. Svo. ^s• 6d. 

^^^-^ Comparative Grammar of the Anglo-Saxon Lan- 
guage. 8vo. 8x. 6(L 

Marcy, (R. B.) Thirty Years of Army Life. Royal Svo. 

X3f. 

Prairie and Overland Traveller. 2J. &/• 

Marsh (George P.) Man and Nature. Svo. 14J. 

Origin and History of the English Language. 



8vo. x6r. 

Lectures on the English Language. Svo. i6j. 



Maury (Commander) Physical Geography of the Sea and 

its Meteorology. Being a Reconstruction and Enlargement of his former 
Work : with illustrative Charts and Diagrams. New Edition Crown 
Svo. 6x. 

McCrea (Col.) Lost amid the Fogs. Svo. lor. 6d, 
Queer Things of the Service. [In the press, 

McMullen*s History of Canada. Svo. 6s, 
Mefcier (Rev. L.) Outlines of the Life of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 3 vols, crown Svo. 15^. 

Milton's Complete Poetical Works ; with Concordance by 
W. D. Cleveland. New Edition. Sva xar. ; morocco z/. is. 



Paradise Lost, with the original Steel Engravings of 

John Martin. Printed on large paper, royal 4to. handsomely bound. 
3/. 13*. 6d, 

Missionary Geography (The) ; a Manual of Missionary 
Operations in all parts of the World, with Map and Illustrations. Fcap. 

Monk of Monk's Own. 3 vols. 31X. 6(L 
Montaigne's Essays. See Gentle Life Series.* 
Mountain (Bishop) Life of. By his Son. Svo. lor. 6d. 
My Summer in a Garden. See Warner. 
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EW Testament. The Authorized English Version ; 
with the various Readings from the most celebrated Manu- 
scripts, including the Sinaitic, the Vatican, and the Alex- 
andrian MSS., m English. With Notes by the Editor, Dr. 
TiscHENDORF. The whole revised and carefully collected 
for the Thousandth Volume of Baron Tauchnitz's Collection. Cloth flexible, 
gilt edges, 2J. dd. ; cheaper style, 2J. ; or sewed, i j. (}d. 

N orris (T.) American Fish Culture. 6j. dd. 

Nothing to Wear, and Two Millions. By William 

Allen Butler, ij. 



LD Fashioned Girt. See Alcott. 

Our Little Ones in Heaven. Edited by Rev. H. 
RoBBiNS. ^ With Frontispiece after Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
Second Edition. Fcap. y. dd. 



ALLISER (Mrs.) A History of Lace, from the 

Earliest Period. A New and Revised Edition, with upwards 
of 100 Illustrations and coloured Designs, i vol. 8vo. i/. xs. 

" One of the most readable books of the season ; permanently 
valuable, always interesting, often amusing, and not inferior in all the 
essentials of a gift book."— 7V/««. 





Historic Devices, Badges, and War Cries. 8vo. 

i/. xs. 

Parsons (T.) A Treatise on the Law of Marine Insurance 
and General Averag^e. By Hon. Theophilus Parsons. 2 vols. 8vo 
3/. 

Parisian Family. From the French of Madame GuizoT De 

Witt; by Author of "John Halifax." Fcap. 5J. 

" The feeling of the story is so good, the characters are so clearly 
marked, there is such freshness and truth to nature in the simple inci- 
dents recorded, that we have been allured on from page to pa^e without 
the least wish to avail ourselves of a privilege permitted sometimes to the 
reviewer, and to skip a portion of the narrative." — Pall Mall Gazette^ 

Parton (J.) Smoking and Drinking. 3J. 6^. 

Peaks and Valleys of the Alps. From Water-Colour Draw- 
ings by Elijah Walton. Chromo- lithographed by J, H. Lowes, with 
Descriptive Text by the Rev. T. G. Bonnev, M.A., F.G.S. Folio, 
half-morocco, with 21 large Plates. Original subscription, 8 guineas. A 
very limited edition only now issued. Price 6 guineas. 
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Phelps (Miss) Gates Ajar. 321x10. is, ; 6d.; 4//. 



Men, Women, and Ghosts. i2mo. Sewed, is, 6d, 



doth, as, 

Hedged In. i2mo. Sewed, u. 6d. ; cloth, 2j. ' 

Silent Partner. 5^. 



Phillips (L.) Dictionary of Biographical Reference. Svo. 

x/. IIS. 6d, 

Plutarch's Lives. An Entirely New and Library Edition. 
Edited by A. H. Clough, Esq. 5 vols. Svo. 3/. 3*. 

** ' Plutarch's Lives ' will yet be read by thousands, and in the version 
of Mr. Clough." — Quarterly Review. 

" Mr. Clough's work is worthy of all prsuse, and we hope that it will 
tend to revive the study of Plutarch." — Times. 

Morals. Uniform with Clougb's Edition of " Lives of 

Plutarch." Edited by Professor Goodwin. 5 vols. Svo. 3/. 3^. 

Poe (E. A.) The Poetical Works of. Illustrated by eminent 
Artists. An entirely New Edition. Small 4to. zar. 6d. 

Poems of the Inner Life. Post Svo. &f.; morocco, loj. 6d. 
Poor (H. 'V.) Manual of the Railroads of the United 

States for 1868-9; Showing their Mileage, Stocks, Bonds, Cost, 
Earnings, Expenses, and Organisations, with a Sketch of their Rise, &c. 
z vol. Svo. i6s. 

Portraits of Celebrated Women. By C. A. St. Beuve. 

• ismo. 6c 6</. 



Publishers' Circular (The), and General Record of British 
and Foreign Literature ; giving a transcript of the title-page of every 
work publi^ed in Great Britain, and every work of interest publidied 



Published regularly on the ist and 15th of every Month, and forwarded 
post free to all parts of the world on payment of is. per annum. 



ASSELAS, Prince of Abyssinia. By Dr. John- 
son. With Leigh Hunt's Critical Essays and Notes ; and 
Introduction by the Rev. Wiluam West, Vicar oS Nairn 
(Bayard Series), as. 6d, 

Recamier (Madame) Memoirs and Correspondence of. 

Translated from the French, and Edited by J. M. Luystbr. With 
Portrait. Crown Svo. js. 6a. 

Red Cross Knight (The). See Spenser. 

Reid (W.) After the War. Crown Svo. lor. 6d. 
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Reindeer, Dogs, ftc. See Bush. 

Reminiscences of America in i86g, by Two Englishmen. 

Crown 8vo. 7*. 6d. 

Rogers (S.) Pleasures of Memory. See *' Choice Editions 

of Choice Books." 5*. 




AUZAY, (A.) Marvels of Glass Making. Numer* 

ous illustrations. Demy 8vo. \is. 6d. 

Schiller's Lay of the Bell, translated by Lord 
Lytton. With 43 illustrations after Retsch. Oblong 4to. 14;. 

School Books. See Classified. 

School Prizes. See Books. 

Seaman (Ezra C.) Essays on the Progress of Nations 

in civilization, productive history, wealth, and population ; illustrated by 
statistics. Post 8vo. lor. 6d, 

Sedgwick, (J.) Treatise on the Measure of Damages. 8yo. 

zZ z8f. 

Shadow and Substance. 3 vols. 31J. 6d, See Healy (M). 

Shakespeare's Songs and Sonnets, selected by J. Howard 
Staunton ; with 36 exquisite drawings by John Gilbbst. See 
" Choice Series." 5*. 

Sheridan's Troopers on the Borders. Post 8va 7^. 6d. 
Sidney (Sir Philip) The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia^ 

edited, with notes, by the author of " Gentle Life," ft, 6d, Large paper 
edition, xor. 

Silent Hour (The), Essays original and selected, by the author 
of "The Gentle Life." Second edition. 6f. 

Silent Partner. See Phelps. 

Silliman (Benjamin) Life of, by G. P. Fisher. 2 vols. 

crown 8vo. x/. 4X. 

Simson (W.) A History of the Gipsies, with specimens of 
the Gipsy Language, zor. 6d. 

Smiley (S. F.) Who is He ? 32010. i*. 

Smith and Hamilton's French Dictionary, 2 vols. Clothe 

ais, : half roan, stis. 
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Snow Flakes, and what they told the Children, beautifully 

printed in colours. Cloth extra, bevelled boards, sx. 

^ ^^ Spayth (Henry) The American Draught -Player. 2nd 

edition. x2mo. &r. 
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Spenser's Red Cross Knight, illustrated with 12 original 
drawings in facsimile. 410. i/. 5^. 

Steele (Thos.) Under the Palms. A Volume of Verse. By 
Thomas Steele, translator of "An Eastern Love Story." Fcap. 8vo. 
Cloth, 5*. 

/ d Stewart (D.) Outlines of Moral Philosophy, by Dr. McCosh. 

/ New edition. i2mo. 3*. 6d. 

■< . 

/ '-^'^ Stories of the Great Prairies, from the Novels of J. F. 

Cooper. With numerous illustrations. 5«. 

^ / Stories of the Woods, from J. F. Cooper, 5.f. 

^ /v Sea, from J. F. Cooper. 5j. 

St. George's Chapel, Windsor, or 18 Photographs with de- 
scriptive Letterpress, by John Harrington. Imp. 4to. 

Story without an End, from the German of Carove, by the 
late ^rs. Sarah T. Austin, crown 4to. with 15 exquisite drawings by 
£. V. B., printed in colours in facsimile of the original water colours, 
and numerous other illustrations, xax. ; morocco, i/. \s. 



square, with illustrations by Harvey. 2j. 6df. 

of the Great March, a Diary of General Sherman's 

Campaign through Georgia and the Carohnas. Numerous illustrations. 
z2mo. cloth, ^s. 6d. 

Stowe (Mrs. Beecher). Dred. Tauchnitz edition. i2mo. 3j. 6d, 

Geography, with 60 illustrations. Square cloth, 4?. 6d, 

House and Home Papers. i2mo. boards, is, ; cloth 

extra, as. 6d. 

Little Foxes. Cheap edition, u. ; library edition, 4^.6^. 

Men of our Times, with portrait. 8vo. lis, 6d, 

Minister's Wooing. 5^. ; copyright series, is. 6d, ; 



cloth, or. 

Old Town Folk. 2J. 6d, 



"This story must make its way, as it is easy to predict it will, by its 
intrinsic merits." — Times, 

" A novel of great power and beauty, and something more than a 
mere novel— ewe mean that it is worth thoughtful people's reading. . . 
« It is a finished littrary work, and will well repay the reading." — Literary 
Churchman. 
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Stowe (Mrs. Beecher) Pink and White Tyranny. Small 

post 8vo. 3^. ^. 

■ Queer Little People, u. j cloth, 2J. 

Religious Poems ; with illustrations. 3J. 6^. 

Chimney Comer. \s, ; cloth, \s. 6d, 

The Pearl of Orr*s Island. Crown 8vo. 5j. 

Little Pussey Willow. Fcap. 2s. 

(Professor Calvin E.) The Origin and History of 

the Books of the New Testament, Canonical and Apocryphal. 

8vo. %s. 6d, 

STORY'S (JUSTICE) WORKS: 

Commentaries on the Law of Agency, as a Branch 
of Commercial and Maritime Jurisprudence. 6th Edition. 
8vo. xL us. 6d. 

Commentaries on the Law of Bailments. 7th Edition. 

8vo. x/. US. 6d. 

Commentaries on the Law of Bills of Exchange, 

Foreign and Inland, as administered in England and America. 
4th Edition. 8vo. i/. its. td. 

Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, Foreign 

and Domestic, in regard to Contracts, Rights, and Remedies, 
and especially in regard to Marriages, Divorces, Wills, Successions, 
and Judgments. 6th Edition. Svo. \l. 12s. 

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United 

States ; with a Preliminary Review of the Constitutional History 
of the Colonies and States before the adoption of the Constitution. 
3rd Edition. 2 vols. Svo. s/. 2s. 

Commentaries on the Law of Partnership as a branch 
of Commercial and Maritime Jurisprudence. 6th Edition 
by E. H. Bennett. Svo. i/. us. 6d. 

Commentaries on the Law of Promissory Notes, 

and Guarantees of Notes and Cheques on Banks and Bankers. 6th 
Edition ; by E. H. Bennett. Svo. i/. us. 6d. 

Treatise on the Law of Contracts. By William 

W. Story. 4th Edition, 2 vols. Svo. 3/. 3^. 

Treatise on the Law of Sales of Personal Property. 

3rd Edition, edited by Hon. J. C. Perkins. Svo. xl. us. td. 

Commentaries on Equity Pleadings and the Inci- 
dents relating thereto, according to the Practice of tht Courts of 
Equity of England and America. 7th Edition. Svo. iL us. 6d. 

Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence as admi- 
nistered in Englsmd and America. 9th Edition. 3/. 3^. 
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Saburban Sketches, by the Author of <' Venetian Liie.'' 

Post 8vo. 6r.. 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwaite's Life, by the Author of 

" The Gayworthjrs," Illustrations. Fcap. 8vo. 3*. 6d. 

Swiss Family Robinson, i2mo. 3^. 6d, 



AUCHNITZ'S English Editions of German 

Authors. ^ Each /olume cloth flexible, or. ; or sewed, xx. 6d. 
The following are now ready : — 

X. On the Heights. By B. Aubrbach. 3 vols. 
3. In the Year '23. By Fritz Rbutbr. z voL 

3. Paust. By Gobthb. x voL 

4. Undine, and other Tales. By Fouqud x vol. 

5. L*Arrabiata. By Paul Heysb. x vol. 

<S. The Princess, and other Tales. By Hbinrich Zschokkb. x voL 

7. Lessing's Nathan the Wise. 

8. Hacklander's Behind the Counter, translated by Mary Howitt. 

9. Three Tales. By W. Hauff. 

CO. Joachim v. Kamem ; Diary of a Poor Young Lady. By M. 

Nathusius. 
IX. Poems by Ferdinand Freitigrath. Edited by his daughter. 
X3. Gabriel. From the German of Paul Hbvsb. By Arthur Milm an. 
13. The Dead Lake, and other Tales. By P. Hbvsb. 
X4. Through Night to Light. By Gutzkow. 
x5. Flower, Fruit, and Thorn Pieces. By Jban Paul Richtbr. 

Tauchnitz (B.) German and English Dictionary, Paper, 
IS. : doth, xs. id. ; roaa. us. 

. . .. French and English. Paper u. 6</. ; cloth, 2j. ; 

roan, or. 6</. 

Italian and English. Paper, \s, 6d» ; cloth, 2s, ; 



roan, 9». 6eL, 

Spanish and English. Paper, u. 6d. ; cloth, 2s. ; 



roan, u. 6d, 



New Testament. Cloth, 2J. ; gilt, 2j. 6d, See New- 
Testament. 

Taylor (Bayard) The Bye ways of Europe; Visits by Unfre- 
quented Routes to Remarkable Places. By Bayard Taylor, author 
of "Views Afoot." 2 vols, post 8vo. 16*. 

Story of Kennett. 2 vols. idr. 

Hannah Thurston. 3 vols. i/. 4J. 

-~— - Travels in Greece and Russia. Post 8vo. 7^. 6</. 
Northern Europe. Post 8vo. Cloth, %i. 6d* 
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Taylor (Bayard). Egypt and Central Africa. 

A Summer in Colorado. Post 8vo. yj. 6^. 

Joseph and his Friend. Post 8vo. lor. 6^. 



Views Afoot. Enamelled boards, ix. 6^. ; doth, 2s* 

See Lov/fl Cc^yrigfat Edition. 

Tennjrson's May Queen ; choicely lUustrated from designs "h^ 

the Hon. Mrs. Boyle. Crown 8vo. See "Choice Series." 5*. 

Thomson (W. M.) The Land and the Book. With 300 

Illustrations, a vols. x/. u. 

Tischendorf (Dr.) The New Testament. See New Testa- 
ment. 

Townsend (John) A Treatise on the Wrongs called 

Slander and Libel, and on the remedy, by civil action, finr these 
wrongs. 8vo. x/. xof. 

Twenty Years Ago. (Forming Volume 3 of the John Halifax 

Series of Girls' Books). Small post 8vo. 4X. 

Twining (Miss) Illustrations of the Natural Orders of 
Plants, with Groups and Descriptions. By Elizabeth Twining. 
Reduced firom the folio edition, splendidly illustrated in colour? ''«om 
nature. 3 vols. Royal 8vo. 5/. 5x. 




NDBR the Blue Sky. See Mackay. 
Under the Palms. See Steele. 




ANDENHOFF'S (George), Clerical Assistant. 

Fcap. 3*. 6</. 



Ladies' Reader (The). Fcap. 5j. 



Varia ; Rare Readings from Scarce Books, by the author of 

" The Gentle Life." Reprinted by permission from the " Saturday Re- 
view," " SpecUtor," &c 6s, 

Vaux (Calvert). Villas and Cottages, a new edition, with 
300 designs. 8vo. 15;. 

Viardot (L.) Wonders of Italian Art, numerous photo- 
graphic and other illustrations. Demy 8vo. X2S. 6d. 

Wonders of Painting, numerous ^photographs and 



other illustrations. Demy 8vo. lor. 6d, 

Wonders of Sculpture. Numerous Illustrations 



Demy 8vo. w. 6d. 
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AKE ROBIN; a Book about Birds, by John 
Burroughs. Crown 8vo. 5*. 

Wamer (C. D.) My Summer in a Garden. 

Boards, is. dd. ; cloth, or. (Low's Copyri^ht.Series.) 

We Girls ; a Home Story, by the author of ** Gayworthys." 
Webster (Daniel) Life of, by Geo. T. Curtis. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Cloth. 36*. 

Werner (Carl), Nile Sketches, 6 Views, with Letterpress. 

In Portfolio, Imperial Folio. 3/. lo*. 

Wheaton (Henfy) Elements of International Law, edited 

by Dana. New edition. Imp. 8vo. x/. xof. 
Where is the City ? i2mo. cloth. 6^. ' 
White (J.) Sketches from America. 8vo. I2j. 
White (R. G.) Memoirs of the Life of WiUiam Shaken 

sp<eare. Post 8vo. Cloth. * lor. td. 
Whitney (Mrs.), The Gayworthys. Small post 8vo. y, 6a'. 
Faith Gartney. Small post 8vo. 3^. 6^. And in Low's 

Cheap Series, \s. 6d. and 2s. 

'- Hitherto. Small post 8vo. dr. 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwaite's Life. Small post 



8vo. 3*. 6d. 

We Girls. Small post 8vo. 3^. 6^. 



Whyte (J. W. H.) A Land Journey from Asia to Europe. 

.* Crown 8vo. lor. 6d. 

Wonders of Sculpture. ^<?^Viardot. 

Worcester's (Dr.), New and Greatly Enlarged Dictionary 
of the English Language. Adapted for Library or College Refer- 
ence, comprising 40,000 Words more than Johnson's Dictionary. 4to. 
cloth, 1,834 pp. Price 31 J. 6d. well bound ; ditto, half russia, 2/. 2J. 

" The volumes before us show a vast amount of diligence ; but with 
■ Webster it is diligence in combination with fancifulness,— with Wor- 
cester in combination with good sense and judgment. Worcester's is the 
soberer and safer book, and may be pronounced the best existing English 
IjtxxQOti" —Athefueum, 

Words of Wellington, Maxims and Opinions, Sentences 

and Reflections of the Great Duke, gathered. from his Despatches, 
Letters, and Speeches (Bayard Series). 2s. 6d, 



CHISWICK PRESS : — PRINTED BY WHITTINGHAM AND WILKINS, 
TOOKS COURT, CHANCERY LANE. 
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